


Brinkburn and Hesleyhurst Parish Council
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on: 		12th September 2017
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		8.00 p.m.
Present:	Andy Ayre (AA), Carol Ashworth (CA), Mark Fenwick (MF), Vincent Milburn (VM), David Owen (DO), Jackie Scarpa (JS)
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes

DO opened the meeting at 8.05 p.m.

1. Apologies for Absence. Vicky Knox (VK)
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 9th May 2017 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. 
3. Matters arising out of Minutes. 
a) As Mike Evans is currently indisposed, due to increased caring duties, it was agreed that he will undertake the Bus Shelter repairs when he has time available.
4. Correspondence – To following items of correspondence were received
a. Rothbury Hospital holding a World Premier of their film at the Jubilee Hall, Rothbury Sat 16th Sept. at 2.00 p.m. & Thropton Village Hall Weds 20th Sept. 7.30 p.m. Noted that the doctors’ surgery was definitely moving to the hospital site. The concern was the loss of the inpatient unit and all were urged to support the campaign to re-pen the unit.
b. Information from Highways England on the dualling of A1 was received 
Action: Clerk to forward details to members
c. Hospice Care. Leaflets were distributed to members. This to be considered as appropriate charity to support when discussed at future meetings.
Action: Clerk to put on appropriate agenda
d. NCC Joint Meetings with Town/Parish Councils October. DO requested volunteers to attend the meetings either North Northumberland 19th October at 6.00 p.m. orCastle Morpeth 9th October at 6.00 p.m.
e. CAN News. 
f. Notice of the Closure of the A697 through Longframlington 23rd October for eight days was received
Action: Clerk to produce notice for parish noticeboard regarding A697 closure. All to communicate this information to as many people as possible
5. Planning – To following planning applications were received

	Reference
	Detail
	B&H Comment
	Status

	17/00463/FUL
	Land North of Middleheugh – agricultural building
	
	GRANTED

	17/02210/FUL
	Endeavour, Embleton Tce -extension
	no objections. Concerns if purpose was to change to two independent dwellings
	GRANTED

	17/02519/LBC
	Weldon Old Bridge - renovations
	No observation
	GRANTED

	17/02572/FUL 
	Weldon Vale – stable block
	All were asked to access this application on-line
	APPLICATION



6.  Finance
a. The following receipts, payments and balances since last meeting were approved.
Income/Expenditure 10th May – 31st August 2017

	Date
	Details
	Chq No.
	Income 
	Expend
	Balance

	10.5.17
	Opening Balance
	
	
	
	8281.41

	01.06.17
	NALC Subscription
	436
	
	70.55
	8281.41

	05.06.17
	NCC payment -Cemetery overpayment
	
	25.07
	
	8235.93

	22.06.17
	Deborah Snaith - Grasscutting
	437
	
	87.50
	8148.43

	22.06.17
	Closure Savings Account 00379950
	
	270.88
	
	8419.31

	26.06.17
	Julie Ayre-Grasscutting
	438
	
	87.50
	8331.81

	31.07.17
	NCC Insurance renewal
	439
	
	165.55
	8166.26

	31.07.17
	Mike Evans – bus shelter inspection
	440
	
	12.50
	8153.76

	30.08.17
	Colliedog Computers – mailbox upgrade
	441
	
	34.80
	8118.96

	31.08.17
	Julie Ayre-Grasscutting
	442
	
	105.00
	8013.96

	31.08.07
	Deborah Snaith - Grasscutting
	443
	
	105.00
	7908.96

	31.08.17
	Closing Balance
	
	
	
	7908.96



The Chair informed the meeting that the Wingates money to be used for the Broadband installation remained within the account. It was envisaged this would be paid out within this financial year and the Accounts would resume at their previous levels.
b. Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE, and NI. 
i. The Contract set out under the National Agreement on Pay and Conditions of Service of the National Joint Council (“the NJC”) for Local Government Services (“the Green Book”) and is amended for local conditions was agreed and signed.
ii. The Salary is £9.054 per hour being the current salary point SCP 16 within the part time clerk range in scale LC1 and par LC2 as set out in the 2004 National Agreement on Salaries and Conditions of Service of Local Council Clerks in England and Wales was agreed. This to be reviewed annually by the Parish Council. Annual Salary 12 months x 10hrs x £9.054 = 1086.48. Minor expenses up to £113.52. Total £1,200. Other larger expenses would need Council approval. Agreed. The issue as to whether the PC had a responsibility with respect to the Clerk’s pension was discussed.
Action: Clerk to investigate pension liability
iii. PAYE has been set up and arranged for payment quarterly. The quarter payment for the first four months (as June in 1st quarter) x 10hrs x £9.054 = 362.16 was approved as follows:
		
	Total Pay
	362.16

	Income Tax
	-72.40

	Expenses (stationery)
	6.25

	TOTAL
	£296.01



iv. It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary payment for the relevant quarter be agreed at each meeting. Payments will appear in next meetings accounts.
c. The Chair reported on the new bank signatory arrangements: two of three of DO, AA, Clerk. The closure of the Savings Account and transfer to the main account was reported. Investigation into the benefits of setting up on-line banking arrangements were agreed
Action: DO/Clerk
d. Notice of successful conclusion of Audit for the year ended 31st March 2017 was reported
e. Notice of renewal of Insurance Policy 2017-18 was reported.
7. Burial Sub-committees
a. i) Members were asked to consider volunteering to represent B&H on the Longframlington, Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Burial sub-committees as there was significant important business particularly in relation to the extension of the cemetery. ii) In the meantime, the Clerk would maintain a watching brief
Action: i) All. ii) Clerk
b. Rothbury Burial Sub-Committee: VM reported that he attended three burial sub-committee meetings since the last B&H PC meeting. Complaints had been received about the general tidiness and Grasscutting in the cemetery. Extent of the work was too great for just one person and next year extra help would be employed. A proposal to sell the lodge and give the money to Rothbury had been unanimously rejected. The lodge needs extensive work. It was proposed this be done and then to let out the property. The committee is considering applying for funding for a ten-year plan for the for the extension North and West of the current cemetery. Many of the trees need attention, which will be very expensive to remove. 
8. Highways
a. Item 6.2 Pothole Fund. It was agreed to invite Cllrs Bridget and Thorne to future meetings to report on this and other matters of interest.
[bookmark: _Hlk493512638]Action: Clerk
b. The priorities for the Local Transport Plan 2018-19 were agreed:
1. Traffic calming measures and speed restrictions adjacent the Playground, Embleton Terrace 
2. Permanent Weight Restriction signage between Pauperhaugh Bridge 
[bookmark: _Hlk493512692]Action: Clerk
Clerk was asked to find out the status of last year’s priorities:
1. Speed restrictions B6344
2. Signage narrow bridge – Pauperhaugh
3. Traffic Calming Measures - Conewood Todstead
[bookmark: _Hlk493512828]Action: Clerk
It was agreed to report the following signage repairs on Embleton Terrace:
•	Children Playing sign adjacent the playing field has been knocked over.
•	‘SLOW’ sign on the road adjacent the playing field needs repainting
•	‘DEAD END’ sign on entry to the rear of Embleton Terrace has been knocked over.
[bookmark: _Hlk493513246]Action: Clerk
9. Wingates Wind Farm Community Fund
DO provided an update from (VK) on the FTP broadband project. The survey which should have been undertaken by BT had not taken place. It was agreed that progress by BT needed to speed up in order for the project to be completed within this financial year.
Action: DO to speak with VK and agree a way forward
MF had attended the Windfarm meeting. The fund had a £13,000 underspend. B&H’s proceeds from the fund was in-line with other parishes. Members were asked to consider suitable projects to submit as funding applications. A defibrillator in the phone box on Embleton Terrace was a possibility.
Action: ALL to consider suitable projects. CA to investigate defibrillator information.
10. Coquetdale Cluster Meeting:  14th September
The Clerk was asked to inform VK to raise two items at the forthcoming cluster meeting:
i. What progress is being made regarding application for pedestrian crossings in Rothbury? It was suggested also that a lollipop man/lady be employed for children going to and from school. The point was made that many children must cross (both first and middle school) at busy times of the day
ii. Recommendation for road improvement/ traffic calming measures on the road off the B6342(Rothbury to Scots Gap) which goes up to and past Lordenshaw car park. The road is particularly dangerous being signal track and numerous cars have driven into the ditches at the side of the road.
Action: Clerk/VK
	JS will be able to attend the subsequent Cluster meeting
11. Parish Website
a. It was agreed that Clerk would be first administrator and DO would act as second administrator for the time being. CA would keep a watching brief
b. It was agreed to revamp the homepage and members to provide personal details to be posted on the site content:
Action 
i. Clerk to provide template of personal details for members to complete
ii. DO to contact Rothbury Computers and Peter Roberts to see what information they still held from the previous webpage
iii. AA to provide Clerk with article on Embleton Terrace
iv. Clerk to place issue of improving communication to residents on the next agenda
12.  Any Other Business None
13. Dates of Next Meetings. The dates for the next three meetings are:

· Tuesday 12th December 2017 at 8.00.p.m. in Longframlington Memorial Hall
· Tuesday 3rd March 2018         at 8.00.p.m. in Longframlington Memorial Hall
· Tuesday 8th May 2018             at 8.00.p.m. in Longframlington Memorial Hall
		

Garth Rhodes
Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65. 
Tel: 01665 570347. Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net
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