
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 13th November 2017 at 7pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, (Chair) Gilfillan, Smith and Pigg, 1 resident (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1714:  To consider co-option to Council: It was agreed to officially co-opt John Pigg to Council having confirmed he is on the electoral register.
1715:  Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Bailey and County Cllr Quinn.
1716:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th September 2017 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1717:  Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic issues: Cllr Smith commented that the area by Halls of Heddon entrance still needed some attention. It was also noted that the temporary warning signs for the speed bumps on West Road have been removed. The Clerk will contact County Council about these issues and also thanking them for attending to many of the potholes in the area.
ii) Grass cutting in the village: Cllr Gilfillan had been noting dates of cuts in the village by NCC which also reflected those cut by Karbon (ISOS). Cllr Pescod queried if 2 extra cuts a year would be something that the Parish Council should consider, although they would be charged for this. Cllr Pigg stated that a recent cut on the playing field (NCC) was of good quality and he believed it depended more on the machinery and timing. The Cllrs thought there was a substantial difference between the standard of the cuts for both NCC and Karbon and asked the Clerk to write to both. At this stage, they did not feel that extra cuts should be requested. Cllr Gilfillan also reported that the plaque on the playing field (by memorial tree) had been damaged.
1718: Planning Applications: 17/03593/Ful – Greengates – extension to South & East of single storey house including conversion of garage to bedroom
Cllr Smith had looked at this application and spoken to the neighbours who had no objections. He had also recommended that the Parish Council have no objections to the application.

1719: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 13 November


£12.00
          P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£21.00

          M Davenport (Sal & exp July-Oct)



£289.32
          Royal British Legion (Poppy Wreath)



£25.00 
1720: County Councillors Report: County Cllr Quinn had circulated her report as she was not able to attend the meeting. She had asked the Parish Council to consider options to put forward for her small fund scheme. The Cllrs agreed that a request be submitted for an interactive speeding sign to be placed on the road down from the A69 into the village. There was already a pole in position, with electrics, near Lodge Farm which would be suitable. Cllr Pescod advised that interactive signs had been discussed at the recent Forum meeting and they were looking at maintenance options. The Cllrs agreed that they would budget for maintenance, if the unit was installed, and they also agreed that they would request a unit which displayed the actual speed of the vehicle and also showing green or red as applicable. Cllr Gilfillan also commented that this request tied in with the proposals put forward for the Local Transport Plan. The Clerk will inform County Cllr Quinn.
(Resident left the meeting at 7.25pm)

1721: To consider precept for 2018-2019: The Clerk had circulated figures for the year to date. Cllr Pescod commented that no decision needed to be made at the meeting tonight but a figure had to be agreed at the January meeting. However, he thought that the precept would probably remain at its current level of £6,000.

1722: To consider purchasing a defibrillator: Since the last meeting, Barry Hindmarsh had agreed that the defibrillator, when purchased, could be sited on his garage by the notice boards in the centre of the village. The Clerk was still awaiting confirmation from Professor Norton regarding costs but reported that Ovingham had just taken delivery of one which should be put in place (by the White Swan) shortly. Cllr Gilfillan reported that both the Community Group and the Social Club were happy to be involved in the project and the Club had suggested a fundraising night for the defibrillator but Cllr Gilfillan had informed them the Parish Council had already pledged to purchase it from their budget. However, he suggested that a night be held to raise awareness and to combine it with training which should also raise funds for the Club. Cllr Gilfillan will liaise with Barbara Goodfellow and the Club. The Clerk commented that Best Electricals were fitting the defibrillator for Ovingham at an approximate cost of £160 and Cllr Pigg suggested that they be approached if it was felt that they did a good job.
1723: To consider a request for a donation for Ovingham Drama Group (new stage): Cllr Pescod declared an interest in this agenda item but gave a summary before leaving the meeting. The Drama group had successfully applied for Lottery funding and both the Reading Room and Ovingham Parish Council had agreed to give £1000 each. However, the Drama Group still had some costs to cover and asked Ovington Parish Council to consider giving £500. The remaining Cllrs discussed the matter and Cllr Gilfillan was happy to give a donation but queried the amount requested. Cllrs Smith and Pigg concurred and it was therefore agreed to donate £250.

Cllr Pescod returned to the meeting.

1724:  To note diversion of footpath No 21 (next to Social Club): Notice had been received from County Council about the diversion, which in time, should become official. Cllr Pigg commented that the current path (diagonally across the fields) would be ploughed in the spring. Cllr Gilfillan suggested either moving the current dog waste bin, by the stile, to the gate or buying a new one. The Clerk thought a new bin would be about £200. Quotes would be obtained and notification for residents will be given when the diversion of the footpath is official.
1725: Village Environment: The Cllrs had undertaken a village “walk round” since the last meeting and Cllr Pescod commented that overall, there were few concerns. The tree stump in Springfield still needed attention – the Clerk will contact County Council. Cllr Gilfillan had been approached by concerned residents who asked that food not be put on the bird table in the Millennium Garden as there was a current problem with rats in that area. The Clerk also understood that some residents had contacted County Council direct but she was asked to also write to the pest control officer. Cllr Gilfillan advised that Martin Goodfellow was attending to repairs to the swings but unfortunately the company had sent the wrong sizes. There had been no further proposals from the Community Group with regards to new play equipment. Cllr Gilfillan was also looking at the surfaced area by the swings which, although not considered a risk by the recent play inspection report, did need some attention. Cllr Pigg suggested using black expanding foam for the edges – Cllr Gilfillan will purchase this.

The recent village walk around had also highlighted some issues regarding fencing on Joiners Bank. This mainly resulted from damage caused by horses leaning over the fence to eat grass. Cllr Pigg suggested some barbed wire may be all that’s required and he will speak to the owner, Joe Rowell, about this. The fence posts could also be concreted in to prevent further movement. Three trees are also leaning due to exposure to wind and Fred Swindale will be asked to look at. The Community Group will be approached with relation to helping with costs. 
1726: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan remarked how popular the Halloween event for children, organised by the Community Group had been. The Group were also having a calendar launch, Xmas party for the children and carol singing in the village.

Although not present, Cllr Bailey had forwarded a copy of the recent minutes of the Burial Committee to the Clerk and highlighted some areas which included updating the records of plots by the superintendent, storage of equipment and topple testing of the graves by County Council.

1727: Correspondence: 
a)   General Data Protection Regulations (2018): The Clerk had forwarded some information about this which reminded Councils that an annual fee may be levied once this is in force next year. However, as it was only likely to be in the region of £30, the Parish Council did not expect to make allowances for it in the precept as they held sufficient funds.
b)   Update on streetlighting modernisation: The Clerk had just received further information from the County Council who had experienced issues with the contractors which had resulted in delays to the proposed works in the area. County Council had confirmed work would be carried out shortly.

c)    The Clerk had also received requests for nominations of a “Community Champion” by Guy Opperman, MP. Cllr Gilfillan will ask the Community Group to look at this.
1728: Distribution. This was still being circulated. 
1729: Next Meeting.  Confirmed as 15th January 2018 at 7pm.
1730: Any other business: There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm
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