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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 5 July 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. Shepherd 
and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
3 members of the public were present 

  
 
46.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Cashmore, Elliott and Watson. 
 
47. Public Questions 
Mr R. Farrall queried whether the scope of the work on the churchyard walls had yet been agreed. He 
was advised that this had now been agreed with the chosen contractor and that the planning application 
for the works could be viewed on the NCC website.  
 
48. Minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
  
49. Matters Arising 
The Clerk advised that the number of dog fouling incidents and the main areas where this was 
happening had been raised with the local dog warden so that some patrols could be undertaken.  
 
With regard to the defibrillator signs, Councillor Galilee had identified a suitable location at each end of 
Brewery Lane and a quote would be sought for their supply. 
 
The review of parish council seats was underway, though Steve Thirlwell needed a reminder about the 
collection of the Mill Walk seat for storage. Any further seats which needed attention should be raised 
with the clerk. Cllr Lilley reported that he had seen a durable plastic seat when out recently which had 
looked quite good, but these were probably expensive.  
 
The clerk had provided clarity on the position regarding sub letting of the Beach Road car park following 
examination of the lease.   
 

  Agreed Action 

Pursue collection of Mill Walk seat Clerk 

 
50. Standing Items  
50.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
A useful pre-start site meeting had taken place with Historic Property Restoration Ltd (the contractor), 
and the Church Warden. It was proposed to start the work when NWL had finished at The Stanners. For 
the benefit of the public, Cllr Galilee set out the background to the current position regarding the 
churchyard walls. The work involved two sections of wall which needed general repair, and three areas 
of rebuilding. A planning application had been submitted and the result of that was expected 
imminently. A tree preservation order application had also been submitted and the tree officer was now 
recommending that this be for pruning only; if felling became necessary then this could be dealt with as 
emergency works and a decision issued within five days. However, it remained the Parish Council’s 
intention that no trees were removed if possible. HPR would issue a schedule of works which would be 
publicly displayed, and works were expected to take 12 weeks.  
 
50.2 Car Parking 
No further information had been received since the last meeting – the public consultation meeting was 
now likely to be September. It was commented that the scheme considered would not result in any 
additional bays and the permit scheme could cause problems. 
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  Agreed Action 

Establish timeframe for public consultation 
event 

Clerk 

 
50.3 Speeding on Beal Bank 
The Chair advised that the Police had been waiting for the road to be legally enforceable and NCC had 
now confirmed that it was. It was now with the Police legal team to confirm that it was ok for the 
enforcement van to go out.  
 
51. Update - Footpath No.46 
The Chair read out a recent email from Tony Derbyshire at NCC which advised that the landowner was 
applying to the Environment Agency for consent to carry out their own works to repair the section of 
eroded river bank and bring the footpath back into use. Initial discussions with the EA indicated that 
works may not be permitted until spring 2019, and the path closure order would therefore be extended 
until the repairs had been carried out. 
 
The County Council would liaise with the landowner to ensure that the design to reinstate the path was 
acceptable and carried out within a reasonable timescale. If the Mill Walk Support group had raised 
funds towards the project and still wished to contribute to the repairs this could be arranged, but their 
assistance with the design and obtaining consents was not currently required. Any unofficial signage on 
the path would be removed, and all parties were asked by NCC not to erect any further signs. 
 
The Parish Council noted the precedent being set by the landowner in taking responsibility for the 
riverbank which they owned and felt this should be applied in other situations. 
 
52. Cycle Lane Beal Bank to Woodlands 
An email had been received from a resident regarding the worn cycle lane signage and cyclists riding 
on the pavement on Morwick Road. When reaching the top of Beal Bank, they were continuing on the 
pavement towards the village centre. The clerk had contacted NCC and the road markings were to be 
repainted but members agreed that pedestrians and cyclists did not mix, and that there was general 
confusion over who had priority as there were two sets of road markings.  
 

  Agreed Action 

Clerk to advise resident of the position Clerk 

 
53. Street Lighting Update 
Cllr Watson was not present but he had advised that no progress had yet been made by the officer at 
NCC. In the absence of any firm information, it was unclear what the present position was after some 8 
months of discussion. It was agreed that Cllr Watson should pursue strongly with NCC, with a possible 
escalation to more senior officers. 
 

  Agreed Action 

Pursue progress with NCC Cllr Watson 

 
54. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting 
An update on works progress had been provided by NWL and tree planting had begun. Two birches 
were being planted at the playpark, three cherries along Morwick Road and a silver birch where the 
original tree had been knocked down. The Chair thanked Mr John Ayre, Mr John Lewis and Mrs 
Elizabeth McQuillan for their assistance in watering the young trees. Monks Walk was not ready for 
planting yet. 
 
Cllr Galilee reported that the tarmac around the manhole cover was to be re-done.   
 
55. Cussins Wildlife Corridor 
The Chair read an email from Mrs Lowther which advised that her new neighbors had agreed to have 
their garden shortened, and a close boarded fence had been erected about two metres away from the 
last post and rail fence, making about a three metre gap which would be acceptable if planted correctly.  
However, all the other homeowners also had to agree. Cllr Lilley did not see how Cussins revised 
proposal would work as the “corridor” tapered into a very narrow pinch point at the end. Following the 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 5 July 2018 

3 

site meeting, the SUDS basin was now being fenced and lined with top soil which seemed to be an 
improvement.  
 
The issue of drainage was raised and it was noted that the septic tank was currently being pumped out 
every week until the completed development was connected to mains drainage. It was reported that 
Cussins had received planning permission for an additional 6-8 affordable houses on the south side of 
the current development. This was of concern if correct, and it was agreed that the clerk should pursue 
this with NCC.  
 
Councillor Dr Hobrough felt that the Parish Council should insist that an independent health and safety 
audit be carried out, particularly if the septic tank was located in proximity to the SUDS basin.  
 
The clerk reported the invitation to a site visit to be undertaken on 16 July 2018 for the variation of 
approved plans application. It was agreed that Councillors Black and Gibson attend.   
 

  Agreed Action 

Pursue planning permission issue with NCC  Clerk 

  
 
56. Play Park Equipment – ROSPA Report 
The annual report had been received. There was one issue regarding the extent of the protective 
surfacing underneath the junior swing which needed attention. 
 
Agreed that Cllr Cashmore look at this and the adequacy of the fence around the play area and report 
back to the Parish Council.  
 

  Agreed Action 

Action as indicated above Cllr Cashmore 

 
57. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Wilson: The sign reported at the last meeting at Ember Gardens was still missing. 
Cllr Lilley: The main issue was the amount of overgrown paths and hedges. 
Cllr Galilee: He had been investigating height restrictive barriers for the car park as discussed previously as  
the number of campervans and motorhomes parking overnight was increasing. Also, the grass was very 
untidy at the car parking area at the end of Brewery Lane next to the birds’ mouth fencing. 
Cllr Gibson: The grass at the cemetery was often really high and there had been complaints that strimmers 
were being used and damaging people's flowers.  
 

  Agreed Action 

Clerk to raise with NCC Clerk 
 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: The school was having an extension built over the summer and as the school was almost 
full, there may be further expansion in future. 
Cllr Black: She had attended an AONB meeting in Bamburgh recently. The main discussion had centred on 
planning for the next few years. It had been interesting to note that the number of second homes in Beadnell 
was now coming down.    
 

58. Planning:  
58.1  Planning applications to consider: 

 
18/02096/FUL Change of use to residential (C3 use) with the erection of 2 no. dwelling houses 
with associated gardens and off-street parking. Land north east of Maudlin Farm, The Guildens, 
Warkworth No Objections 
 
18/02031/LBC Listed Building Consent: Wall repairs and rebuilding. Church of St Lawrence, 
Dial Place, Warkworth No Objections 
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18/02182/LBC Listed Building Consent: Replacement windows, new horizontal DPC to listed 
wall, internal alterations and cavity wall insulation. Garden House, Shortridge Hall, Warkworth 
No Objections 
 

59. Finance: 
59.1  Current Balances £59,792.99 Treasurers Account, £87,574.76 Instant Access Account as at 3 

June 2018 
 
59.2 Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
June 2018 

£268.94 

 HMRC PAYE £55.80 

 ROSPA  Annual Inspection fee £92.40 

 Northumberland County Council Commercial waste 
collections Warkworth 
Cemetery 

£145.90 

 Information Commissioners 
Office  

Annual Data 
Protection Fee 

£40.00 

 Memorial Hall  Hire fee for inspection 
of accounts 

£8.00 

 
59.3  Receipts: 

04.05.18 The Greenhouse donation and 
PO lights collection box 

 £142.00 

21.06.18 Village store light collection box  £39.15 

 
Cllr Wilson submitted a £40 collection from the village store and post office towards the annual 
Christmas lights and it was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent from the Parish Council. 

  

  Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk 

    
59.4  Parish Council Insurance Policy 
The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal had now been received from the Council’s 
insurers. The option was available for a three year renewal deal, which would cost around £41 
less this year. Members agreed that this option should be taken.  
 

60.  Correspondence Received: 
  60.1: NALC Bulletin on Local Council Elections 

60.2: NALC Bulletin on Councillor Conduct Complaints 
60.3: An email had been received via Cllr Watson from Paul Creighton from the Rotary Club 
requesting financial support to extend the wildflowers on Rotary Way. The Parish Council had 
previously supported the organisation with funding for 3 years up front to allow for the planting 
process, and funding of £1250 was currently being sought. The Parish Council agreed that they 
would consider this on submission of a formal application, which should include details of the 
total cost of the project and how funding would be comprised. Evidence of how successful the 
previous project had been would also be welcomed and the clerk was asked to see if any 
details of that award could be retrieved. 

    

  Agreed Action 

Clerk to provide application form and 
guidance and to retrieve details of 
previous grant if possible. 

Clerk 

    
 60.4: An email had been received from a member of the public regarding the motorcycle only 

parking bay at Dial Place, which often had cars parked on it. He had also received verbal abuse 
from car drivers over parking there. He had contacted NCC on three occasions and had 
suggested a bollard or two to prevent cars using the space. The clerk reported that she had 
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made the member of the public aware of the ongoing traffic management review and had also 
flagged the email with Dan Fraser at NCC who was doing the review.   

 
 Members considered that motorcyclists were mainly weekend visitors in the summer, and that 

whilst there was a need for parking for them, two full car bays seemed a lot. There was also an 
area near the church which was not wide enough for a car which could be utilised.  

 
 60.5: A letter had been received from Warkworth and Amble Royal British Legion requesting 

financial support of £100 for an event in the Memorial Hall marking the end of the Great War. 
Cllr Galilee felt this should be supported and this was seconded by Cllr Wilson. On this being 
put to the vote, there voted FOR:4; AGAINST:2; ABSTENTION:1. It was therefore agreed to 
award £100 in support of the event. 

  
61.  Information Items: 

18.1: NALC ENews 5 June 2018 
  18.2: NALC ENews 12 June 2018 
  18.3: NALC ENews 19 June 2018 
  18.4: NALC ENews 26 June 2018 

 18.5: LTP criteria - members expressed disappointment that the current criteria did not 
sufficiently look forward and give appropriate recognition to future needs when assessing 
requests for inclusion in the LTP. It was agreed that NCC should be advised of this. 

   

  Agreed Action 

Action as above. Clerk/Cllr Black 

 
62. Items for next meeting 
 
63. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
It was agreed that a meeting should be held on Thursday, 2 August 2018 at 6.30 pm.  

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


