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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 7 June 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. 
Shepherd, J. Watson (part) and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
Approximately 9 members of the public were present 

  
 
26.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Gibson. 
 
27. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
Councillor Dr Hobrough declared an interest in item 6.2 (Car Parking) and 16.4 on the agenda 
(Warkworth C of E Primary School Request for Financial Assistance). 
Councillor Shepherd declared an interest in 16.4 on the agenda (Warkworth C of E Primary School 
Request for Financial Assistance).  
 
28. Car Parking 
Dan Fraser (Programme Officer, Highway Safety) attended for this item and circulated a plan which 
showed the results of the recent resident survey, for which there had been a good response rate of 
around 50%.  
 
He detailed the main results as follows:- 
 

 The data collected showed how many residents wished to park vehicles at the following 
locations:- 

 
Dial Place x 32 
The Stanners x 4 
Castle Street x 20 
St Lawrence Terrace x 4 

 

 The main recurring issues were:- 
Camper vans parking overnight. 
Residents reserving parking places by leaving a wheelie bin out. 
The need for better signage to car parks. 
Walkers leaving their vehicle in the village all day whilst they walk the coastal route preventing 
tourists visiting and spending money in Warkworth. 
Need for more disabled parking. 
Need for Residents Permit Parking to the village. 
Resident Parking road markings at the entrance to St Lawrence's Terrace, but no TRO in place 
meaning it was only advisory. 
Need for Time Limited Parking within the village 
Need for bay markings on the Stanners to combat motorists taking up more space than they 
actually need, which would increase parking capacity. 
Need for a place to load and unload. 
Complaints regarding cars parking in the motorcycle bays. 

 
The data had showed that the highest demand for parking was on Dial Place and Castle Street, 
with only 4 residents using The Stanners. This highlighted the demand for parking at these 
locations by residents who did not have any off street parking. 
 
In light of the number of vehicles being left in Warkworth whilst the owners left the village, and 
the need to increase footfall through the village to boost the local economy, he proposed that 
the following restrictions were consulted on at a public consultation:- 
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 - Introduce Dual use bays on Dial Place and Castle Street - Resident Permit Holders Only or 
8am - 6pm, 3 hours, no return within 4 hours. 
 - Introduce Traffic Regulation Orders to all advisory Disabled Bays 
 - Introduce Traffic Regulation Orders to existing M/C bays  
-  Declutter village of all redundant street signs and post. 
 - Introduce improved signage to short stay parking and long stay out of town car parks. 
 

Dan advised that consideration was being given to the removal of the seasonal restriction on the double 
yellow lines throughout the village. There were no plans to extend double yellow lines round the corner 
at the top of Castle Street. There was not sufficient funding for bays previously discussed on the east 
side of Castle Street so funding would be sought in a future year. The first shallow step on the west side 
of Castle Street would be levelled out for bays.  
 
A number of member comments were made including:- 
 

 The increasing number of motorhomes parking on The Stanners was of concern, though it was 
noted that the signs going up after the NWL works were finished should help with this.  

 Members queried whether there would be an overall reduction in parking spaces, but it was 
noted that this would depend on where replacement spaces were located, and formalising bays 
should increase capacity.  

 Residents in outlying areas also used the village for parking but these had not been included in 
the survey.  

 The plan included better signage to the Beach Road car park though it was not decided where 
this would be yet.  

 The increase of traffic generally into the village needed to be taken into account as this had 
safety implications.  

 In response to a question about the number of resident parking permits which hotels, pubs and 
B&Bs would be allowed, Dan advised that this was dependant on the number of rooms at the 
property. Members commented that the parking problems were not just during the day but in 
the evenings as well, and if the hotels, pubs, B&B's had additional parking permits, residents 
would be unable to park at night. 

 A member asked for details of the LTP criteria for the upgrade to Guilden Road, which Dan 
agreed to have sent out.  

 Resident parking and the three hour limit was dependant on enforcement.  
 It was felt that, until a long term solution was found for the main problem of public parking within 

the centre of the village, then any measures were simply minor adjustments. The only place for 
that was the Castle field.        

  
Members noted that the next step was a public consultation event based on these plans which would 
take place in the village and where highways officers would be present to answer questions. Feedback 
and comments would then be assimilated to produce an experimental traffic order for a year. This would 
enable alterations to be made quickly in the light of experience. Residents permits would be issued free 
during the experimental order period and two permits per household would be issued.    
 
Members supported this proposed way forward. 
 
29. Public Questions 
Mrs Lowther queried what progress had been made on the replanting of the wildlife corridor. The Chair 
reported back on a meeting which had been held that morning with planning staff from NCC and 
Cussins representatives. It appeared that the problem had arisen some time between Northumberland 
Estates receiving planning permission and NCC/Cussins becoming involved, though the Chair had 
reiterated at the meeting that Mr Cussins senior had previously given an assurance that the corridor 
would be maintained.  On the revised plans, all of the posts beyond Mrs Lowther’s property would form 
the boundary of the wildlife corridor and would include the translocated hedge. The revised planting 
plan included a lot of ornamental planting, which the Parish Council did not support. Cussins were to 
seek the agreement of the owners of four houses affected to having the fences altered so the wildlife 
corridor would be available all the way along, though this would mean an alteration to their deeds and 
the householder becoming liable for maintenance of the area at the bottom of their garden.  
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The concerns regarding the SUDS pond had also been raised at the meeting and a health and safety 
audit plan from the school was to be sent to the Clerk. Whilst the planning officer had confirmed that 
Cussins were abiding by all the requirements for the SUDS pond, Cussins had agreed that they would 
plant a proper hedge around the area.  The planning officer had also supported better communication 
between Cussins and the Parish Council.    
 
Mr Farrall updated the Parish Council on progress with the Footpath Group, which now had its own 
constitution and bank account, and a costed plan had been submitted to NCC. The costings indicated 
that the work could be done more cheaply than had been suggested by NCC - around £2,000 with a 
significant contingency allowance. The Council had requested a couple of amendments on the plan, so 
talks were continuing to finalise it.    
 
A resident highlighted the issue of dog fouling in the village, which he felt was becoming a significant 
problem. There was a need to discuss the wider issues with dog owners around responsible behaviour 
and the associated health hazards of dog fouling. He suggested action be taken such as the 
introduction of a bagging scheme with local shops and leaflets with B&Bs to raise awareness. 
 
Members felt that the problem was generally getting worse in the village and that the culprits were both 
locals and visitors. The main problem areas were Castle Street, the road to the beach, the cricket 
ground and the road to the school. It was suggested that something could be put in the Pelican 
magazine to raise awareness of the dangers, the fact that any bin could be used for disposal, and that it 
was more dangerous to leave bagged material lying around than not bag it at all. Reference was also 
made to NCC’s green dog walker scheme. The Clerk advised that the Council would target enforcement 
action based on complaints and local information, so the public had to report problems and provide as 
much information as they could to assist in enforcement.    
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to raise with the local dog warden 
 

Clerk 

 
30. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 3 May 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
  
31. Matters Arising 
Councillor Galilee highlighted that there was no signage on Castle Street showing the location of the 
defibrillator.  
 

Agreed Action 
Cllr Galilee to investigate suitable location 
on Castle Street for the sign 

Cllr Galilee 

 
32. Standing Items  
32.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
It was noted that the contract had now been signed and work would be starting after the summer. A site 
meeting was being arranged for 24 June 2018, and Cllr Galilee reported that he had completed the tree 
preservation order and planning applications. 
 
33. Relocation of the Brownlow Seat 
The Chair reported that, following the last meeting, the landowners had advised that they did not wish to 
have a memorial or parish council seat on their land. She was aware that the Footpath Group wished to 
have the seat put back to its original location, but this would not now be possible. In light of this, 
members may wish to support the suggestion made by Cllr Wilson at a previous meeting that the seat 
replace the only bench on Mill Walk, which was the first reached from the north end of Mill Walk (near 
the bottom end of Brewery Lane). Members supported this location, and agreed that the old bench 
which was being replaced should be destroyed.      
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to contact contractor to arrange bench 
removal and seat relocation, and to discuss 

Clerk 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 7 June 2018 

4 

rolling programme of seat maintenance. 
 

 
34. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting 
An update email had been received from NWL which included details of the proposed closure of Dial 
Place on 25 and 26 June to allow resurfacing works to take place. It seemed likely that project works 
would continue until July as a result of the extra works which had had to be undertaken.   
 
35. Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan Review 
Comments were sought as part of the AONB Management Plan Review, and it was noted that some 
comments had already been submitted to the AONB Partnership on the consultation document. It was 
also noted that Cllrs Dr Hobrough and Black were to attend the parish councils’ consultation event on 
21 June 2018 at Alnmouth.    
   
36. Play Park Equipment 
A suggestion had been made by Cllr Lilley at the last meeting that consideration be given to the 
purchase of some play equipment for older children. However, it was noted that the play area was for 
children under 10, and there was no room for any additional equipment. Other areas in the village were 
felt to be more appropriate such as the Castle field and the football field.  
 
37. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 

 Cllr Watson - Barry Knox was to look at the potential for construction of a gabion wall and would 
report back. Members felt that, if this were to be a realistic option, it would need to form part of 
the NWL project and they would require indemnification, which could only be granted by 
Northumberland Estates.  

 
 Cllr Wilson - the Ember Gardens sign located at back entrance near to the Ember Path had 

fallen off its post and the Ember Path was overgrown with weeds.  
 
Agreed Action 
Clerk to raise with NCC Clerk 

 
 Cllr Galilee - motorhomes were again parking overnight at the Beach Road car park and long 

stay car park. He had had a report from a Birling resident that a chemical toilet had been 
emptied into the verge and that there had been some fly tipping. It was felt that the only solution 
were goalpost style barriers which could be opened by NCC when required to prevent access, 
though this would have a cost implication. It was agreed that Cllr Galilee would liaise with the 
Birling resident to monitor the area for a month to assess the extent of the problem before any 
further action was considered.     

  
Agreed Action 
Monitoring Cllr Galilee 

 

 Cllr Lilley - all of the tree cuttings had now been removed. In response to his previous query 
regarding land ownership, a local resident was able to confirm that English Heritage owned the 
land from the toilets down to the path, and from 1 Castle Street down to the river path.  EH had 
cut the trees back because a large tree had been rotten and had not cut trees/branches down 
indiscriminately. 

 
 Cllr Shepherd - the old lamp post she had previously reported had been left in when the new 

one was put in, though this had been reported to Cllr Watson, and the footpath still needed 
resurfacing. An area of grass at the top of Riverbank was no longer being cut, which she 
thought was maintained by NCC.  

  
Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC Cllr Watson/Clerk 
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 Cllr Black - the no cycling sign at the entrance to Mill Walk from the Stanners was in the wrong 
place. 

 
 
 
 
 
38. County Councillor Report 
Councillor Watson reported on a number of issues:- 
 

 A car had been parked at The Stanners for a number of weeks and needed to be reported to 
the Police  

 The “no overnight parking” signs at The Stanners would be erected once the works were 
finished. He had spoken to Barry Knox about the state of the grass and asked him to look at the 
bare areas with a view to filling these in with plastic grass. There was a suggestion that this 
could be put down without the need for hardcore. He would take advice from Bill Pringle and 
bring this back for consideration.     

 He was still waiting for the lamp post to be done on Woodlands. Once the second lamp post 
was out, then the signs would be done and the old out of date speeding signs would be 
replaced.   

 Lighting plan - costings as per the PC’s revised requirements (including lower columns and 
different heads) were awaited.  

 A bench on The Butts was in a very poor state of repair and he felt it should be replaced. It was 
suggested that a review of all the PC seats was now overdue.   

 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to circulate schedule of PC seats and 
each Councillor to review the seats within 
their own area of responsibility.  

Clerk 

 
39. Planning:  
39.1 Planning applications to consider: 
 
18/01711/VARYCO Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) pursuant to planning permission 
16/02971/REM Land south of West Close C105 New Hall Farm Junction to Guilden Road  Warkworth 
 
Members remained very disappointed at the loss of the wildlife corridor. It was noted that the 
translocated hedge looked to be in a very poor state and it was uncertain as to how much would 
actually survive. It was felt that the proposed planting plan should include less ornamental planting, and 
more shrub level planting and indigenous trees, which would create a more natural eco-system. There 
was also a need to determine when the matter would be considered by the North Local Area Council.  
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to submit comments as detailed above 
and establish Committee date for 
determination. 

Clerk 

 
18/017990/LBC Listed Building Consent for single storey extension / Butlesdon House, Warkworth - No 
objections 
 

Agreed Action 
Submit response to the application as 
detailed above. 

Clerk 

 
39.2 Submitted responses 
The following responses already submitted on planning applications were confirmed:- 
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18/01576/FUL Proposed sun room extension, alterations and extension to kitchen area at ground floor 
and bedroom accommodation at first floor by way of demolition/ Cross House, 3 Bridge Street, 
Warkworth – No Objections 
 
18/01571/FUL Application for replacement wood and glass windows and wooden barge boards with 
high quality energy efficient UPVC and glass to same design and profile of the glazing bards and other 
mouldings and fittings / 11 Greens Park, Warkworth – No Objections 
 
40. Finance 
The Clerk had circulated the quarterly budget report to members showing the current financial position, 
which was noted. The public rights period for inspection of the Parish Council accounts was now in 
place and the accounts documents had been published to the Council’s website and placed on the 
noticeboard, and had been submitted to the external auditor PKF Littlejohn.  
 
40.1  Current Balances £59,844.24 Treasurers Account, £87,571.16 Instant Access Account as at 
31 May 2018 

 
40.2. The following payments were approved: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
May 2018 

£310.63 

 HMRC PAYE £61.80 
 Edelweiss Christmas Tree 

Company 
2017 Christmas Tree  £474.00 

 NALC Annual Subscription £291.35 
 NALC Annual Website Fee 75.00 
    

 
40.3.  Receipts: 

09.04.18 TSB Interest £3.72 
10.05.18 TSB Interest £3.60 

 
40.4 Request for Financial Assistance – Warkworth C of E Primary School 
Members supported the application and agreed that a grant of £439.76 be awarded.  
 
41.  Correspondence Received: 
  41.1: Newcastle International Airport Masterplan 
  41.2: North Northumberland Local Area Council meeting 24 May 2018 
  41.3: A national NALC Consultation - Shaping our future: A big conversation 
  41.4: CAN News May 2018 
  41.5: Local Transport Plan Feedback 
  41.6: Northumberland Local Plan Forthcoming Consultation 
 

Members were disappointed that the Parish Council’s priorities had not been accepted by NCC for 
the 2018/19 LTP, particularly as these had been based on safety issues and an expected increase 
in building site traffic. Members agreed that their disappointment should be fed back to NCC and 
asked that the Clerk confirm with NCC the current LTP criteria.  
 
Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC Clerk 

 

An email had been received from a resident requesting physical traffic calming measures on 
Morwick Road to reduce excess traffic speeds. The clerk had sought initial advice from NCC 
Highways who had advised that it could be added to the Directory of Requests if the Parish 
Council were in support.  Members did support the introduction of a physical measure such as a 
chicane as speeds were of concern. 
 
Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC Highways Clerk 
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42.  Information Items: 
  The following information items were noted: 

42.1: NALC ENews 1 May 2018 
42.2: NALC ENews 8 May 2018 
42.3: NALC ENews 15 May 2018 
42.4: NALC ENews 22 May 2018 
42.5: NALC ENews 24 May 2018 
  

43. Items for next meeting 
 Street Lighting 

 
44. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 5 July 2018 at 6.30 pm.  

 

45. Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
RESOLVED that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matter as it involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act 
(information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
Authority)). 
 
Members were advised of a request to use an area under which the Parish Council had a lease 
agreement. Members agreed that the Parish Council, as tenant, should negotiate the terms of the 
arrangement itself.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


