
EMBLETON QUARRY STEERING COMMITTEE  

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 June 2018 at Creighton Hall  

Chair                 Terry Howells 

Present              

Committee:    Ian Brown, Simon Doughty, Vikki Fyffe, Ray Imeson, Denise Metcalfe, Gary Woodburn 

                            

Volunteers:     Sarah Cowling, Andy Davis, Jean Doughty, Jim Lydon, Malcolm Scott, Chris Walwyn-

Jones 

1. Apologies: Adam Moody, John Young, Mary Kibble 

 

2. Declarations of interest: none mentioned 

 

3. Minutes of the last meeting held 30 April 2018 were declared to be a fair record. 

 

4. Matters arising were incorporated into the agenda 

 

5. Purchase of notices: Terry shared the quotation he had sought from Fantasy Prints Berwick, for 

the manufacture and siting of four signs ( x2 no dog poo and x2 deep water danger) total 

£681.40 
 

It was suggested that the same objective could be achieved for less cost by the siting of two 

larger signs (one at each point of entry), bearing the same information. Chris explained that the 

signs could be designed to have pictorial aides as well as clear wording. The committee could 

erect them itself to save money. 
 

N.B. A small sign is needed for the gate to explain that a key is obtainable at the Dunstanburgh 

Castle Hotel 

6. Fencing: It was agreed that fencing was needed to  

a) delineate the site clearly 

b) indicate that the site was in use and deter vandalism 

c) reduce fly tipping 

d) explain that the quarry is a community project 

e) keep loose dogs out and keep cattle/ponies (which might be used for grazing control in    

    future) in. 

John Young had written to Terry with his thoughts on this subject. It was agreed that there are areas 

where a hedge would be preferable as would also provide habitat for farmland birds that nested in 

hedgerows (currently numbers in decline due to loss of habitat). Due to the length of time it takes 

for hedging to become established, fencing could be put up in front/behind of the young hedge at 

first. 



Concern was voiced for the cliff near the northern quarry edge where there is a significant and 

dangerous drop. It was agreed that a fence should be erected here to signal that there was cliff 

edge.  

Gary explained that compartmental grazing was an effective way of managing the scrubland and 

encouraging varied growth of desirable plants. This also meant that cows/ponies would be kept 

separate from dogs. John Young had mentioned at an earlier meeting and from previous experience, 

Gary thought that there would be funding possible for such activity via a ‘Countryside Stewardship’ 

grant from Natural England. This would give an annual income over a 10 year period for hedging and 

fencing etc. Gary volunteered to find out more. 

It was agreed that an accurate boundary was impossible to determine from the map and that a first 

wave of temporary posts could be erected to ‘sketch out’ what we took to be the quarry boundary. 

This might stimulate debate and objection and the temporary posts could be moved to 

accommodate any agreement reached, followed by the permanent fencing when it was considered 

that the boundary had been clarified. 

Agreed that posts should be purchased. Chris to ask Stephen Telfer and Simon to ask John Young. 

7.    Grants: Simon had researched suitable grants and identified that the Big Lottery Awards for All 

programme would be suitable. This would fund small projects that could be completed within 12 

months. Simon proposed to apply for funding for equipment (two mowers, one strimmer) and a 

storage shed in which to house them. The total amount of funding to be sought came to 

approximately just under £5,000. Agreed that Simon should proceed once the Parish Council had 

given approval.  Simon should be informed of the outcome of the bid by October. 

8. Site layout: Paths have evolved on ‘desire lines’ and there are two old roads just under the 

surface. Gary pointed out that the marshy areas were extremely useful for biodiversity and were 

important to keep as they are. Ways of managing access to the edge of the lake might include 

boardwalks and also the proactive design of the pathways to steer people to where the committee 

were happy for them to be. Interpretation boards could also help suggest where people might aim 

for. Terry has a collection of old photographs of the site which could be used on the boards.  Paths 

to be as natural as possible and low maintenance, needing only mowing.   

Rights of way: none that anyone is aware of so we can design what paths there should be. To be 

discussed at the next meeting when Terry brings the aerial photos of the site. 

9. Volunteer work programme: volunteers to acquaint themselves with the site before activity starts  

September onwards (birds nesting until then). The main jobs at first will be scrub clearance to allow 

hay meadow management later (as in the management plan circulated to committee members). 

Simon to send plans out to volunteers.  There was a clear list of non-native plants to be removed, 

including the invasive Himalayan Balsam. Ray explained that the Woodland Trust had indicated that 

the wildlife pack of 120 trees would be the right choice for the quarry. Gary explained that the real 

assets of the site were the tree free areas of marshy ground or what could be meadow land. Siting of 

the trees to be designed carefully, some might be suitable to use for hedging. 

10. Treasurer’s report: Simon kindly acting as treasurer in the absence of any other volunteer. No 

spend other than the padlocks to report. 

11. Date of next meeting to be a Monday evening in early July. Terry to confirm.  



 

Actions check list: 

Investigate the design and cost of two larger notices  Chris 

Quotes for standard round fence posts for initial boundary setting Chris and Simon 

Research Natural England  ‘Countryside stewardship’ grants  Gary 

Aerial photographs to aide site design to be available at next meeting Terry 

Wildlife pack of assorted trees from Woodland Trust to be ordered Ray 

Management plan of the site to be sent out to volunteers ( and Denise) Simon 

Draft minutes to be sent to the Chair Sarah 

Date of next meeting to be circulated with draft minutes Terry 

 

 

 

 


