Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 21.02.18 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
Clerk G Turner
County Councillor G Sanderson
PC Teasdale
W Gunn (Village Maintenance)
5 Members of the Public (inc. 2 from the Tree Editorial Board)

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs V Pagan and D Pringle.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January, 2018 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and duly signed.

3.

Declaration of Interests – None.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 14th
March and 11th April 2018.

5.

County Matters
County Councillor Sanderson gave the following updates:
•

The County Council had approved its Budget for 2018/19, which included the following:
o £1m investment in the 3 Country Parks at Bolam, Druridge Bay and Plessey
Woods
o Car parking charges were being introduced at the 3 sites to offset investment
o The Car Parking Study in the main Market Towns was now complete, which
highlighted the need to increase capacity, to tighten-up short-term spaces and to
increase enforcement
o There are no cuts planned to Highways, Verge Maintenance and Weedspraying
budgets
o The Local Transport Plan had been agreed with extra funding being allocated to
local road safety schemes (£220k to £330k)
o £200k had been allocated to local area managers to improve drainage on rural
roads
o The proposed extension of the 30 mph speed limit north of the Village had been
approved, with money also being set aside for a feasibility study regarding the
installation of a new pedestrian crossing on the A697, Wilding Place junction.
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•

•
•

o Additional funding was also being allocated to repair potholes.
Cllr Sanderson reported that there is to be a public meeting on Saturday regarding the
closure of the A1 for major repairs. Concerns were raised about the lack of consultation
and planning, including the proposed diversion routes which will include increased traffic
on the A697 through Longhorsley. He believes that any damage caused to roads and
verges arising from increased traffic and large vehicles should be repaired by Highways
England.
The Chairman has also written to Highways England asking for copies of data and the
methodology used to formulate the diversion routes – no reply has been received.
PC Teasdale agreed to check with her traffic department to find out what arrangements
had been put in place to cover accidents and breakdowns.
Problems with drainage at the junction of Herons Close were reported.
The Chairman informed Cllr Sanderson about the reply NCC Highways had given about
the signage requested at the Old Church junction. The Clerk agreed to send Cllr
Sanderson a copy of the email in order that he could follow-up concerns.

Cllr Sanderson left the meeting at this point 7.26 pm.

6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
•
•
•

PC Teasdale provided information to members regarding the recent road traffic
accident at Archies Pond in order that the Clerk could follow up a claim with the
insurance company.
Poachers were still out and about in the area. The recent incident at Ashington, when
a car had to be blown up due to a suspicious package being inside, was related to
poaching.
Damage had been reported by a resident at the Haining. Previously some trees had
also been damaged. She has reported the incident and it will be treat as criminal
damage.

PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point 7.40 pm
7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for February 2018, totalling £3,484.44.
7.2 Budget Monitoring Statements to 31st January 2018 – Members considered and noted the
documents.
7.3 Internal Audit – members received and approved both the Review of Internal Audit paper and
the Internal Audit Checklist for 2017/18.
7.4 Annual Risk Assessment – members considered and approved the Annual Risk Assessment
document for 2017/18.
7.5 Asset Register – members agreed the Asset Register for 2017/18, which included the new
swings at Adamson Park and the new furniture for Old Church Wood.
7.6 Members considered the quote for works to the Haining and agreed the quotation from J
Chisholm for £680.
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8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
17/04586/FUL – Land North of Normandy Terrace – construction of timber stable block –
members did not have any objections to this application but raised a concern re increased
care needed in respect of waste as it could lead to vermin problems.
18/00409/FUL – 2 Smallburn Road – single storey extension – members did not have any
objections to this application.
The Chairman highlighted that no officer report is on the NCC system re 17/04301/FUL –
Kirkups Corner. The Clerk was asked to ring the SE Area Team to find out what is happening.
b) Planning Decisions: - 14/02064/CARYCO Residential Caravan Southward Edge Barns–
Vary Condition 1 (Time Limit) – NCC GRANTED permission.
c) Pre-application Notifications: - Communications installation (box/mast) – members agreed
to commence dialogue with developer.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Ford presented a report which included:
i.
Management of the next set of trees to be removed
ii.
Contact with the Fire Rescue service to sort out a date for the “burning” exercise
iii. Fencing for the sheep enclosure is almost complete – Soay sheep should be arriving
soon. The Clerk was asked to put an article in the next edition of the Tree requesting
volunteers.
8.3 The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood)
Members received the notes of the working group held on 16th January which included:
i.
Northumbrian Water is to arrange a surveyor to check the site to ensure which trees
would need to be removed if planted over the line of the sewer.
ii.
A site has been chosen for the name board to be installed.
iii.
200 mixed native trees are being ordered in line with funding requirements.
iv.
The picnic tables and benches have been installed and thanks go to Wayne Gunn, Tim
Fish and Roger Stephenson. The introduction of a Community Orchard has been
suggested and the group will discuss this idea.

The meeting was adjourned at 8.00 pm to allow parishioners to speak.
A member of the public requested that times for using the Glass Recycling bins be stated both
on the bin and in the Tree. In addition, the Clerk was asked to contact NCC to inform them
that the latch on the middle bin is broken. The Clerk was also asked to obtain a supply of signs
to be attached to the bins.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC in relation to the yellow lines at the top of Drummonds
Close/School junction which require a review to be undertaken.
No other issues were raised and the meeting recommenced at 8.15 pm
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8.4 Village Play Areas –
The Gate at the entrance to Adamson Park has been adjusted and Mr Gunn has planed the
gate to ensure that the gap is not considered to be a problem. The Clerk was asked to contact
NCC again regarding the damage to the balance beams/castle.
8.5 Allotments – members considered correspondence received in response to the Clerks letter
about the keeping of hens at the allotments. It was agreed that the Clerk respond to the letter
and to thank the tenant for her efforts made to ensure that feed etc. was stored securely.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

The Clerk was asked to locate copies of posters which the school children had made to
be placed on dog-pooh bins to publicise the issues which were happening at present.
ii. Access over Village Green (4 Normandy Terrace) – members considered the reply
received from the owner. They welcomed the suggestion of installing rubber matting and
a sub-base. However, any works undertaken must ensure that the area is mowable to
allow County Council mowers to keep the grassed area tidy. Cllr Lowrie agreed to meet
with the resident to discuss the proposed solutions.
iii. Cllrs Ford and Pringle agreed to meet with Mr Monaghan to discuss the proposed works
at Archies Pond. It was suggested that an application for funding from the Wingates
Community Fund be formulated for a complete refurbishment of the area including new
walkways and surfacing.
iv. Members considered the reply from NCC regarding the Section 215 Tidy-up notice
requested for “Velkommen” and agreed to keep the area under scrutiny over the summer.
v. The Clerk informed the meeting that she had issued a letter to the owners of the Old
Forge requesting a tidy-up of the area (pruning and hedge trimming).
8.8 New Website
Nothing to report.
8.9 Longhorsley Tree – The Clerk to write articles about the new furniture in Old Church Wood,
the call for Shepherds and Shepherdesses and to issue the website address to report repeated
dog-fouling issues to NCC.
8.10 Donation Requests – Members agreed a £50 grant donation to Morpeth Northumbrian
Gathering.

9

Items Carried Forward

9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate/Wilding Place – members formally accepted the proposal from Cussins to
transfer land and a 15,000 dowry.
b) South Road Development – this issue is still ongoing.
c) East Road Development – nothing to report at this time.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that the statutory consultation period closed on Friday 16 th
February. He has been supplied with details of feedback/comments submitted. It had been
disappointing that NCC had raised some new comments at this late stage.
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9.3 Village Green Issues – An email had been received from NCC Legal Section confirming that
there was a delay due to other, more complex issues needing immediate attention.
9.4 Welcome Letters – No new letters issued this month.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members considered correspondence from a resident requesting the installation of a skatepark
in the Village. This is a longstanding issue which has been looked at in the past to no avail.
The Clerk was asked to respond asking the resident to set up a village group to relook at the
issue – to identify a site and funding sources.
10.2 Members received the latest edition of the CPRE Winter newsletter.
10.3 Members considered a complaint made by a resident about school children playing football on
the Village Green whilst waiting for the school bus and also kicking the ball against her garage
door, thus setting off the house alarm. The Clerk was asked to respond stating that the council
was investigating options under the legal constraints of Village Green land.
10.4 Members considered correspondence from a resident of Wilding Place and problems of dogfouling. The Clerk was asked to contact NCC Local Services in order to request a litter/dog
bin to be installed in the area and to inform the resident that the council is still in negotiations
with the developer about the use for the open space at the site.
10.5 Members received the letter from NCC re the Local Plan update.

11.

Other Items for Information.

11.1 No issues

12. Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)
12.1 Post 16 Transport Consultation – members welcomed the proposal.

The meeting closed at 9.12 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 4th March, 2018
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