
 

 

Embleton Joint Burial Committee 
 

Minutes  
 

of the Meeting held in the Ladies Room at the Creighton Hall, Embleton on  
Monday 12th March 2017  

 
Present:  Bryn Owen; Chair (BO), Terry Howells; Vice Chair (TH), Derek Gerrard (DG), 

Elizabeth Pearson (EP), Andrew Chillingsworth (AC), Vickie Fyffe (VF), Julia 
Lavender (JL) 

Clerk:  Geoff Newcombe 
 

Agenda 
 

760. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Bob Foster-Smith 

761. Declarations of Interest 
None 

762. Confirmation of the minutes of the last meetings held 4th December 2017 

The minutes were agreed and signed off as a true record. 
Proposer: Cllr Derek Gerrard 
Seconder: Cllr Terry Howells 
Unanimous 

763. Matters arising 

None 
764. Financial  

Bank Balance  £7,458.05 @ 26/02/2018 
 Received since 04/12/17 

 Additional Inscription (Plot 19c) - £75.00 

 Interment £650 (Plot 1068a) - £650.00 

 Interment £650 (Plot 1102) - £650.00 

 Plot Purchase (Plot 95) - £250.00 
Spent since 04/12/17 

 Clerk (pay & expenses) - £339.92 

 HMRC (PAYE) – £79.60 

 Creighton Hall £13.75 x 2 (04/12/2017 & 03/01/2018) – £27.50 

 Contractor (September) Fees - £415.00 

 NCC Council Tax 2 x £186.00 (January & February) - £372.00 

 NWL Water Charges – 2 x £14.17 (December & January) - £28.34 

 Landlord Insurance premium to June 2018 - £295.19 

 NCC supply of bin for free refuse collection - £20.00 
Cheques Required 

 Clerk pay & expenses (December, January & February) - £333.69 

 HMRC (PAYE) – £75.80 

 Creighton Hall (05/03/2018) – £13.75 
765. Maintenance of Cemetery 

 Maintenance contract – Award of contract for grass cutting/maintenance. Two 
tenders were received. A task force meeting on 12th March 2018 assessed the two 
tenders which both met the tendering criteria. It was recommended that the 
contract for the 2018 – 2022 cemetery grass cutting and maintenance be awarded 
therefore to the lowest bidder, Steve Ternent of Stableyard Landscapes, Howick. 
It was proposed to accept the recommendation and appoint Mr Steve Ternent as 
contractor for the period 2018-2022. 

Proposer: Cllr Terry Howells 
Seconder: Cllr Derek Gerrard 
Unanimous 



 

 

 Refuse collection – NCC have delivered a wheelie bin for free collection of 
cemetery waste; now operational. 

766. Cemetery charges for 20118/19 

 Charges for cemetery services (report attached) 

 The package price of plot purchase and burial fee were felt to be comparable with 
other locally controlled cemeteries. It was proposed that all the cemetery charges 
not be changed and remain as currently set for the next financial year. 
Proposer: Cllr Derek Gerrard 
Seconder: Cllr Andrew Chillingsworth 
Unanimous 

 Policies for children and other special categories (report attached) 

 Members felt that the loss of a child under 16yrs was very distressing for parents, 
and many undertakers waive their fees in such cases. It was proposed that that all 
cemetery charges be waived for interments of children under 16years of age.  
Proposer: Cllr Vickie Fyffe 
Seconder: Cllr Andrew Chillingsworth 
Unanimous 

767. Long Term Business Plan for Cemetery/House 

 Two task force meetings have been held on 3rd January and 23rd February 2018; 
since the last EJBC meeting. 

 Renovating the cemetery house for affordable housing and the CAN Grant Funding 
Application – Architectural Services/fees & progress report.  
The quotation received from the Architectural Technician for preparation of a work 
specification was noted as satisfactory. Although Standing Orders allow 
acceptance of only one quote for professional services, members felt that it would 
promote best value to try and obtain further quotes for the work. It was resolved 
that other surveyors/technicians be approached to invite quotes but as time is of 
the essence should no other interest be shown by professional services by Friday 
16th March 2018 then the quotation received should be accepted. 
Proposer: Cllr Terry Howells 
Seconder: Cllr Derek Gerrard 
Unanimous  

 Rented garden and associated restoration issues. 
Members attended a meeting with the landowner from whom the garden 
associated with the house letting was rented; which resulted in a written statement 
from the landowner. Members felt that some issues were still in need of clarification 
and asked the clerk to write to the landowner requesting a further meeting. 

768. Items for Next Agenda 
769. Date and Time of Next Meeting 

To be arranged 
  



 

 

 

 

Provisional Financial Position – March 2018 
 

 
  

EJBC RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Position as 26 February 2018 Joint Burial Board - Year Ending 31st March 2018  

RECEIPTS 12/03/2018 Provisional

Last Year This Year

-£                   -£             

319.79£              626.88£        

2,400.00£           3,850.00£     

400.00£              750.00£        

400.00£              650.00£        

1,025.00£           225.00£        

2,700.00£           200.00£        

7,244.79£           TOTAL RECEIPTS 6,301.88£     

PAYMENTS

Last Year This Year

4,235.92£           1,883.40£     

-£                   -£             

2,640.00£           2,573.00£     

137.35£              1,631.54£     

126.25£              96.25£          

198.97£              580.87£        

794.40£              745.10£        

83.28£                127.83£        

8,216.17£           TOTAL PAYMENTS 7,637.99£     

971.38-£              Increase/Decrease in Funds 1,336.11-£     

8,927.40£           Funds at start of the year 7,956.02£     

7,956.02£           Funds at end of the year 6,619.91£      

Additional Inscriptions 

Precept

Refunds

Burial Authority

Purchase Plot

Ashes/ Headstones

Insurance

Other Payments

VAT

Fix a Plaque

Salary

Phone

Grass Cutting

Water Rates/ Council Tax

Room Hire



 

 

 
 

Fees for Cemetery Services 
 

 

 

Table of Fees 2017/18 2018/19 

Spitalford Cemetery Alnwick Prudhoe Spitalford 

  

Burial fee £650 £330 
(sgl)1 
£500 (dbl) 
£180 
(ashes) 

£575 
£630 
£240 (ashes) 

£650 

Purchase of 
plot/Right of Burial 

£250 £570 
£180 
(ashes) 

£145 
£130(ashes) 

£250 

Permission for 
erecting a 
headstone 

£250 £140 + 
£115 for 
base 

N/A £250 

Permission for 
additional 
inscription 

£75 £35 £65 £75 

Permission to fix a 
plaque to the 
memorial wall 

£200 N/A N/A £200 

Grave digging: 
New Double depth 
grave 
New single depth 
grave 
Re-open grave 
Child under 15yrs 
Child not over 
1yr
  
Burial of ashes 

As arranged 
between 
undertaker 
and grave 
digger 

 Not specified As arranged 
between 
undertaker 
and grave 
digger 

1Includes grave digging 
 
Appended are full tables of fees for Alnwick and Prudhoe cemeteries. It can be seen that 
there are several variations for children of various ages and re-opening of graves. Fees are 
also charged for searches of records, re-assignment/cancellation of burial rights and 
interments during week-ends and specified holidays. 
  



 

 

 

Policies for children and other special categories 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Burial authority can set any fees it sees fit. It can also designate any area as they see fit i.e. areas 

for children etc. EJBC currently has no designated area for children nor separate fees structure for 

burial of children. 

 

Grieving parents in Wales will no longer have to bear the cost of their child’s burial or cremation in a 

move which has seen the controversial fees scrapped across the country.  

The Welsh Government announced it has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with local 

authorities across Wales to stop charging for the burial of children. It said the move, which came into 



 

 

effect today (23/11/2017), would ensure there is “a clear, fair and consistent approach across Wales.” 

To support local authorities in scrapping fees across Wales, the Welsh Government is making up to 

£1.5 million available between now and 2020. 

“Yet grieving parents in other parts of the UK will still face the uncertainty of their child’s burial costs, 

when they are coping with an unbearable loss they never imagined they’d have to face. Although many 

funeral directors do not charge or greatly reduce their service fees for a child's funeral, the cost of 

burial or cremation can vary widely.” 

(funeralzone.co.uk) 

 
 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

 


