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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 15 March 2018. 
 
Present:  Cllrs J. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, R. Cashmore, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley  
and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
16 members of the public were present 

       

 
164.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Elliott and Shepherd. 
 

165. Declarations of Interest 
None were declared.   
 
166. Public Questions   
 
(1) Mill Walk  
A number of members of the public including Mr R. Farrall, Mr P. Atkinson and Mr D. Ferguson made 
representations about the landslip which had blocked access to the full length of Mill Walk to where it 
ended at Coquet Lodge. The public hearing into the designation of the footpath had been well attended, 
showing the importance of the issue to the village as a whole. The final part of the walk, which could no 
longer be accessed, was the most attractive part, and it was a great pity that the commemorative bench 
could no longer be reached. Parish Council help was sought to either deal with the obstruction, or assist 
with funds to have repairs done, which it was hoped could be done relatively cheaply.  
 
Members had a long debate on this issue, and it was noted that, whilst the Parish Council had 
supported the designation of the path as a right of way and its use as such, it was not their 
responsibility to maintain it, which lay with the County Council.   
 
Members did support the principle that the right of way should be open if possible, and it was suggested 
that if a volunteer group was formed, they could seek funding from the Parish Council in the usual way. 
This would need to involve a properly costed plan, and permission and advice sought from NCC’s 
Countryside team to establish the extent of the works and the best way to go about them. 
 
In response to a query regarding access to the commemorative bench for Mr Douglas’s relatives, 
Councillor Black advised that permission had been given by the landowner to use the road.  
 
(2) Cussins Development 
Mrs J. Lowther raised the issue of the damage to the proposed wildlife corridor on the Cussins 
development and the fences which had now been erected, which butted up against existing garden 
fences in some places and left only a very narrow gap in others. The Chair reported a response from 
NCC Planning on the situation which advised that the proposal was to incorporate the wildlife corridor 
into individual gardens along the northern boundary with a gate for access, and to relocate some of the  
hedge along the northern boundary in March. This would be done through the submission of a revised 
plan for approval to Planning.     
 
Members remained very concerned and disappointed at the actions of Cussins, and were scept ical that 
the mitigation methods outlined would work in practice. The revised plans were not a proper solution 
and it was suggested that the Parish Council’s continued concerns be raised with the planning officer 
involved.  
 
Mrs Lowther expressed her thanks to Councillor Black for her help in dealing with this matter.  
 

Agreed Action 
Advise NCC Planning of Parish Council’s 
continued concerns.   

Clerk 
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167. Minutes of the Meeting held 1 February 2018  
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.   
 
168.  Matters Arising 
Minute 147 - (Annual Litter Pick), it was agreed to postpone to week commencing 24 March to 30 
March 2018, given the weather forecast and need for further arrangements to be made.    
 

Agreed Action 
Arrange equipment and advertising, advise 
litterbug group of change in date. 

Clerk 

 
169. Standing Items  
169.1 St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Galilee reported that a number of points of clarification had been made following queries from the 
prospective tenderers and the date for receipt of formal tenders had been put back to 30 March 2018. . 
Access to the northern wall would not be possible until work by NWL on The Stanners was finished. He 
would begin work on the planning applications soon. It was agreed that Councillors Galilee, Elliott and 
Watson would evaluate the tenders once received.    
 
169.2 Speeding Restriction on Beal Bank 
Members were advised that a query had been received about extending the street lighting on Beal Bank 
as part of the speed restriction measures. At this stage, it was not known whether this would be 
feasible.  
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to pursue progress with NCC 
Highways  

Clerk 

 
170. Location of the Magna Carta Facsimile 
The Chair reported that the Memorial Hall (MH) Management Committee had agreed that the facsimile 
could be displayed in the MH if the Parish Council so wished. Members discussed options and felt that 
the Church was on balance the right place for it but that this solution had difficulties. It was suggested 
that the facsimile could be mounted onto a moveable stand which could be placed in the Church at 
appropriate times. It was agreed that Councillor Cashmore speak to the churchwarden to arrange the 
removal of the facsimile until a more permanent solution for its location could be found.   
 

Agreed Action 
Cllr Cashmore to arrange removal of 
facsimile from Church with churchwarden 

Cllr Cashmore 

 
171. Tender for Grass Cutting Contract  
The Clerk reported that one tender had been received, which represented a significant increase in cost 
on the previous arrangement. It was agreed that the previous areas of contract and cost be examined 
in detail by the Clerk, and a final decision on whether to accept the tender delegated to the Chair and 
Vice Chair.  

 
Agreed Action 
Review of the costs as detailed in the 
accounts 

Clerk 

 
172.  Update on Traffic Management Plan  
There was some discussion about the information which had come from Dan Fraser following his 
meeting with highways officers and what would be happening next. It was agreed that the Clerk contact 
Dan to chase progress.  
 
The Chair advised that he had managed to get £50,000 included in the LTP for Warkworth for the 
coming year. It was also noted that the Beach Road car park needed attention again to smooth out its 
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surface and it was agreed to seek quotes from local contractors who had worked for the Parish Council 
previously.  
 

Agreed Action 
 Pursue with Dan Fraser at NCC Clerk 
Invite quotes for Beach Road car park 
resurfacing 

Clerk 

   
Councillor Lilley commented that car parking was the single biggest issue in the village and that people 
staying overnight were reluctant to leave their cars in the Beach Road car park. It was acknowledged 
that car parking was a major issue, but needed to be a separate agenda item for a full discussion.  
 
173. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting 
An update had been received from NWL which indicated that works were likely to take up to June to 
complete due to the weather.  
 
Councillor Black detailed the suggestions which had been made by members for the appropriate 
location for the replacement trees and the suggestion from NWL opposite Younger’s Terrace. She 
would check with NWL and NCC on the suitability of the species. It was suggested that a stretch of 
grassed land down Guilden’s Road could be appropriate and it was agreed that Councillor Black would 
discuss this with NWL. 
 
Reinstatement of the continuation of the path across the end of the private lane between numbers 82 
and 90 Morwick Road following digging of a trench to install a street lamp had been very poor and 
needed to be properly carried out. 
 

Agreed Action 
 Discuss tree planting further with NWL Cllr Black                 
Chase light installer to repair Clerk 

 
 
174. Cussins Development  
This had been discussed under Minute No. 166(2).  
    
175. Preparation for Neighbourhood Plan   
It was noted that a meeting with Amble TC and other parish councils involved had been arranged for 19 
March. Councillors Lilley and Cashmore also indicated that they could attend along with Cllrs Hobrough 
and Black.  
 
176. Councillor Area Reports 
Councillor Cashmore – the gate at the top end of the play park needed attention which he would sort 
himself.  
 
Councillor Galilee – the grassed areas at The Stanners were in very poor condition following 
increased use for parking during the NWL works. He would speak to NWL to find out what could be 
done. Also there was an accumulation of leaves and muck encroaching into the road at the top of 
Cemetery Bank. He would provide the Clerk with details so this could be actioned.  
   

Agreed Action 
Pursue with Highways   Clerk 

 
Councillor Dr Hobrough – reported back on an informative meeting of the Coquet Vision Project he 
had attended. There were a number of developing opportunities which could form part of a bid for 
heritage lottery funding right along the estuary, which could also lead to the involvement of Amble TC. 
He encouraged the Parish Council to stay involved, with himself as the contact, as he felt that there 
were opportunities through this project for the enhancement of the riverside and its environment.  
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He also reported back on a workshop “A Guide to the Natural Environment”  hosted by the North East 
England Nature Partnership and he was happy to continue to be involved in that also on the Parish 
Council’s behalf.    
  
Councillor Lilley – some updates had been provided by email.  
 
177. County Councillor Report 
Councillor Watson reported:- 

 Some concerns had been reported about the level of noise from bird scarers. He had contacted 
Environmental Health to ensure that they were operating within permitted levels.  

 Councillor Black and himself had met with someone representing a local team who were 
interested in using the football field. The party had been advised that they would be responsible 
for line marking and extra grass cutting, costing around £500, and would need to make a formal 
application to the Parish Council for consideration. 

 Concerns about NWL wagons had been reported because of them missing the turning and the 
frequency/timing. Grass verges had also been damaged when the snow was dug out. He had 
contacted NWL.  

 He had been advised that the AONB were planning on putting steps down from the layby on 
Rotary Way to the path next to the weir. A bird lectern was also being considered and support 
may be sought from the Parish Council at some point.   

 Lighting – Weather had stopped the lights being removed from the Castle and other location. 
He and Councillor Lilley had had a useful meeting regarding the Christmas lights for 2018 and 
identified possible improvements. . He had had an initial discussion regarding the overall village 
lighting and consultation would be done on that plan and what would be provided free of 
charge. A couple of lights within the village were to be replaced soon and made more 
“Victorian” looking. The Parish Council could then decide whether the design was appropriate 
or not. Longer term proposals would be brought for consideration in due course.    

 
178.  Planning 
178.1  Planning Applications 
 
18/00598/FUL/Two storey extension on gable end to include ground floor garage and first floor 
bedroom and bathroom/ The Police House, 9 Beal Bank, Warkworth – No objections 
 
18/00656/LBC/Listed Building Consent to repair and paint all slide and sash windows at the front of the 
property/repairs to roof for like/repairs to chimney stack. Total work not yet known. Repairs and replace 
stonework at front of building/ Warkworth House Hotel, 16 Bridge St, Warkworth – No objections 
 
The Clerk also reported the response from the Head of Planning Services to the Parish Council’s 
concerns on the weight given to Parish Council comments on planning applications as follows:- 
 
“The views of local communities, including those of Town and Parish Councils, are an important 
consideration in the determination of a planning application provided that those views raise issues that are 
material to the proposed development and are relevant to planning. National Planning Practice Guidance 
states that Parish Councils are not a statutory consultee in the planning process. However, the County 
Council treats Town and Parish Councils in Northumberland as if they were statutory consultees by notifying 
them of all applications in their respective areas. This is because the County Council strongly values the local 
input and knowledge that is provided through their responses on planning applications which helps to ensure 
more robust and better informed decision-making. 
 
In the specific case of planning application ref: 17/03951/FUL the issues raised by the Parish Council were 
given full and proper consideration as part of the assessment of the proposal. Whilst the decision to grant 
permission will undoubtedly have been disappointing for the Parish Council, this in no way suggests or 
implies that the issues raised in ob jection to the proposal were discounted or disregarded. The case officer 
report (attached) clearly set out the issues being raised by the Parish Council and then went on to assess 
these before arriving at a balanced recommendation of approval. Notwithstanding the decision to grant 
permission therefore, the views of the Parish Council were relevant and material to the planning decision and 
were given full consideration as part of the assessment of the scheme ”. 
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Agreed Action 
 Submit responses to the applications as 
detailed above. 

Clerk 

 
179. Finance: 
179.1. Current Balance: £26,839.30 Treasurers Account, £87,564.08 Instant Access Account as at 1 
March 2018 
 
179.2. The following payments were approved:  
 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
Feb 2018 

£258.94 

 HMRC PAYE £55.80 
 Johnstone Press (paid by clerk 

in advance) 
Advert in 
Northumberland 
Gazette 

£147.00 

 Northumberland County Council Grit Bin and 3 x fills £300.00 
 Northumberland Estates Annual rent for Land 

at Stanners 
£10.00 

 Northumberland Estates Annual rent for the 
Playing Field, Helsay 
Farm 

£350.00 

 David Orange Tree Pruning St 
Lawrence’s 
Churchyard 

£1,750.00 

 NCC Garden Waste 
collection 2018 

£36.00 

 The Pelican Annual contribution £100.00 
 St Lawrence’s Church Annual contribution to 

lighting 
£100.00 

 Alnwick Playhouse and Arts 
Centre 

Donation agreed at 
01.02.18 meeting 

£50.00 

 NCC Winter servicing of 
public toilets, Brewery 
Lane 

£1,500.00 

 
179.3 Receipts: 
 

09.01.18 TSB Interest £3.48 
09.02.18 TSB Interest £3.72 

 
180. Correspondence Received 
180.1  Email regarding footpath at Mill Walk 
180.2  North Northumberland Local Area Council Thursday 22 February 2018 
180.3  AONB report from Adrian Hinchcliffe 
180.4  Letter from NCC regarding Post 16 Transport consultation  
180.5  Northumberland Local Plan Call for Sites  

 
181. Information Items 
The following information items were noted: 

 
181.1: NALC ENews 30 January 2018 
181.2: NALC ENews 6 February 2018 
181.3: NALC ENews 20 February 2018 
181.4: Being Active Matters  
181.5: NALC Enews 6 March 2018 
181.6 A guide to the natural environment workshop 
181.7 Being Active Matters   
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182. Items for next meeting 

 Broadband Update – John Cooper from NCC 
 Birling access road 

 
183. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 5 April 2018.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.58pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


