
RECREATION FIELD GROUP – 14 JUNE 2011 
 

At the meeting of the Committee held in the Coquet Room, Felton Village Hall on 14 June 2011 
 
Present:   Marion Clark, Sylvia Harrison, Ron Lightfoot, Trevor Reynolds, Rebecca Taylor  

and Stephen Walton 
In attendance - Lisa Hamlin, Clerk 

  Actions 

1. Apologies for Absence: Neville Hamlin  

2. Appointment of Chairman: Cllr Clark nominated Cllr Walton which was 
seconded by Cllr Harrison and agreed by the group.  

 

3. Minutes of the meeting of 20 September 2010 were signed as a true record.  

4. Matters Arising: Date for the table top sale for 2011 were been published in 
The Bridge and the first sale has taken place.  Cllr Harrison has items to be 
sold with all proceeds going to the Recreation Field and Rebecca Taylor 
agreed to sell these items for Cllr Harrison. 

 

5. Reports and Requests of User Groups and Volunteers:  
Mr Adam Riley has kindly offered to get a group of parents together to install 
the new goal posts for the juniors to use.  Mr Snaith will paint on the white 
lines once installed. They are moving the site slightly towards the river which 
was agreed by the Group.   
 
Boot Camp – Ms Jack has confirmed that she will not be continuing with the 
boot camp at present as there has not been enough support for it to be viable. 
 
Cllr Harrison raised the issue of having problems getting access through the 
new small gate into the field.  It was agreed to remove the spring from the 
sliding lock to see if this would ease access.  Mr Reynolds suggested 
removing the gate completely – this would be looked at if the issue was not 
resolved by the removal of the spring. 
 
It was agreed the Youth Club should be invited to future meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. Children’s Play Area 
The Clerk reported that Cllrs Walton and Barnes met with the contractor to 
discuss the play area.  It was agreed that the only plants to be replaced would 
be in the triangle beside the slide where the thistles and remaining plants 
would be removed, the area would have mesh installed and then dogwood 
planted.  All areas to be strimmed back with thistles and nettles being 
removed.  Bark would be rotovated and if this is raked weekly it will ensure 
this is kept loose and effective.  The contractor is to make good the area 
where drainage has been installed from the cantilever swing and tower.  New 
hand holds have been sourced by Cllr Barnes and he will mark out where they 
are to go on the climbing wall for installed by contactor.  The Clerk is to go out 
to tender for the maintenance of the site once these works have been 
completed.  It was also agreed that a picnic table seat be installed along with 
benches outside the play area.  Money is available for this from the Parish 
Council.    It was agreed the Clerk would produce an update flyer which is to 
be on display at the table top sale, available for the toddlers etc and also put 
in the parish council notice board. 

Other issues raised were: 

• The tie on the slide to help toddlers up the slope needs replacing 

• Steps up the side of the slide were discussed, this was raised in the past 
however now the plants have grown around this area there would be no 
room for the steps – this is to be monitored. 

• A tunnel through the mound around the climbing wall has been requested.  
Clerk to look at costings for this. 
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• The keeper of the rake is to be established and Rebecca Taylor has a list 
of those who would be prepared to be involved in this. 

• A clean up date on Sunday 3 July to be arranged to cut back the hedge.  
It was agreed to advertise this on the flyer and ask for those with hedge 
trimmer, rakes and wheelbarrows to come along and help for an hour or 
so.  Also it was agreed to ask those who have time on the evening of 
Friday 8th to help with the setting up of the Fair. 

• Clerk to get prices for the slide and house for the toddlers. 

• Clerk to get details of the graffiti artist who was used by the Youth Club. 

• Costs for CCTV is being looked into however there were concerns raised 
by residents when this was initially discussed.   

• The hole in the netting at the rear of the toddler swings needs repairing. 

R Taylor 
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7. Field 
Bike Track – Clerk to get an update from Simon Beeby on what is happening 
with the bike track and also inform Simon on the funds that have already been 
ringfenced for this. 

Containers – these need treating and painting and it was agreed this may be 
something for the graffiti artist to be involved in. 

Clerk reported the Japanese Knotweed has been treated and will be treated 
again.  There is some in the play area which also needs treating and the Clerk 
will inform the Knotweed contractor. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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8. Games Court  
It was reported that a fire had been made up against the all weather court.  
Clerk to put an item in The Bridge about this. 

Damage has taken place on the wire fence at the far end of the all weather 
court which needs repairing. 

A report was made that the junior footballers do not used the all weather court 
due to broken glass on the court.  No one has seen glass on the court but this 
should be monitored. 

The tennis season has started and a request was made as to what is 
happening with the use of the tennis posts in the court.  It was agreed once 
the small football posts are in place then a trial of tennis only – no football on 
the all weather court until the end of August be put in place.  The Wednesday 
footballers to be informed of this and they can use the small pitch.  It was felt 
other used would still be able to utilise the court with the tennis nets in place, 
ie cycling proficiency and skate boarders. 
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Clerk 

9. Finance 
Maintenance Account - £1,569.87 of which £113 is ringfenced from donations. 
Capital Account (all weather court) - £0 
Capital Account (ringfenced fundraising) - £966.76 
It was agreed that £750 be transferred towards the costs of the bike track. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

10. Correspondence - None  

11. Any other Business  
The electricity box needs repairing before the fair and Mr Tully had agreed to 
undertaken the works to this.  Cllrs Clark and Walton to arrange. 

A suggestion has been put forward to the bank side down to the river to be 
made a natural wildlife area and create pathways. This has been done in the 
past however the pathways proved a problem with maintenance.   

 
Cllrs Clark/ 
Walton 

 
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm 
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