Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 11.04.18 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: T Lowrie (Vice - Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
D Pringle

Clerk G Turner
The Editorial Board of the Tree (A and S Etchells)
Mr Gunn
Mr Stephenson
1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs I Elliott (Chairman) and V Pagan.
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chair, Cllr Lowrie took the Chairman’s position for
the meeting.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th March, 2018 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and duly signed.

3.

Declaration of Interests – None.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 16th
May (Parish Council Annual Meeting) and 23rd May (Annual Parish Meeting) 2018.
The Clerk asked that the reports from Cllr Elliott (Chairman), Cllr Brannan (Neighbourhood
Plan), Cllr Ford (Old Church Wood) and Cllr Pringle (Moor) be forwarded to her as soon as
complete in order for her to compile the Annual Report in readiness of the meeting.

5.

County Matters
In Cllr Sanderson’s absence the Vice-Chair read out an email he provided:
•

•

6.

All over the County, as well as most of England and Scotland, the roads are in a terrible
state after the recent snowy weather. NCC are doing the very best they can to get the
roads repaired and the potholes filled. More funding above that which has been recently
allocated is required.
The feasibility work will begin shortly on extending the 30 mph zone north of the village
and the installation of a possible pedestrian crossing on the north road with the hope
that both can be delivered next year.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
Due to PC Teasdale’s absence no update was given.
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7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list to 31st March 2018, totalling £4,143.35.
7.2 Budget Monitoring Statements to 31st March – Members considered and approved the
documents.
7.3 Members received and accepted the revised quotation for the mowing of Old Church Wood,

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
18/00401/OUT - Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that he had requested further information
from NCC dating back to 1999. The paperwork could take up to 10 working days to be
delivered and as a result of this the Clerk had asked NCC for an extension to the time limit
for comments to be supplied.
b) Planning Decisions: - Members were informed that the Smallburn application had been
withdrawn.
c) Pre-application Notifications: None.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle gave the following update:
i.
The new fencing around the paddock to keep the sheep safe has been completed,
although there are a few minor gaps to be filled – the fencing company has been
informed.
ii.
The signage at the entrance to the Moor, off the A697, has been repaired.
iii. The timber clearing of the current phase is now complete – the log man has been
contacted and Cllr Ford was asked to determine the basis of his contribution.
iv. The Clerk was asked to contact the local hunt groups to see if they could make use of
wood and birch for their jumps – Cllr Ford supplied addresses.
8.3 The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood)
Cllr Ford provided a written report which was duly circulated:
i.
All of the new trees have now been planted to fill gaps and it will soon be time to start
to check the smaller ones with spiral guards.
ii.
Northumbrian Water have visited the site and marked the line of the sewer pipe, so that
we can identify those trees within 2m and arrange to move them to another area.
iii.
The sign is in production and has been delayed due to another large order being
received.
iv.
A renewal quote from Chisholm for mowing works has been received.
v.
A suggestion was made that we spray around the trees to reduce weeds and Kerbflow
has been recommended.
vi.
Cllr Ford has arranged to meet with representatives from the Wylam Community
Orchard on 20th April.
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8.4 Village Play Areas –
The Clerk has continued to pursue NCC in regard to repairs necessary to equipment in
Adamson Park. If no response is received the Clerk was asked to contact Northumbria Fencing
to see if they could do the repairs.
Due to the recent spell of bad weather, flooding had disrupted the sand-base at the MUGA.
Mr Gunn has been clearing the area and now only the bottom corner needs sorting out.
8.5 Allotments – On the evening the Clerk had received £196.67 re allotment rents for 2017/18.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – the planters are to be delivered on 16th April to Cllr Lowrie’s premises –
the Clerk was asked to contact Mr Woods to find out where the 3 planters are to be situated.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

x.

The Clerk had received confirmation from NCC regarding the operating times for the
recycling bins in the Village Hall car park – the time being 7 am to 11pm.
NCC had informed the Clerk that the height of the new LED Street Lighting columns are
between 6 to 8 metres.
The Clerk had issued a letter to St Helen’s school re parking-up problems.
No response has yet been received from the School Transport section re bus drop off
locations.
Cllr Elliott had checked the road drains mentioned at the March meeting - the double
drain south of the Tower was clear and running well. However, the drain on the south
side was completely blocked – and he cleared the area.
Cllr Elliott had received another complaint about the lack of surface on the footpath on
the West Road, south of Horsley Tower – the Clerk was asked to inform NCC.
There are a significant number of potholes on the West Road, primarily between the
junction of Drummonds Close and the Smallburn Road.
The problems with the Haining and flooding was discussed – the Clerk was asked to find
out whether the ditch running from the Haining is on Parish Council land or not.
Members considered the report prepared by Cllrs Brannan and Ford re the works needed
at Archies Pond. The Clerk informed the meeting that external funding would be required
to carry out a large project. It was agreed that any works of a health and safety nature
should be carried out immediately i.e. replacing broken wooden slats. It was also agreed
that a “please close the gate” sign was needed in the area.
Members considered the report re works required at the Old Church area. Again,
additional funding would be required to improve the junction and environs. It was agreed
that the Clerk send the report to Richard McKenzie at NCC.

8.8 New Website
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that analytical data about the usage statistics of the website
was now available and this will be presented to members twice per annum.

The meeting was adjourned at 8.00 pm to allow parishioners to speak.
Mr Stephenson informed the meeting that a Car Rally would be coming through the Village on
the morning of Sunday 29th April between the hours of 8:30 and 10:30. Members noted the
event and asked that this be featured in the Tree in order to inform local residents.

No other issues were raised and the meeting recommenced at 8.05 pm
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8.9 Longhorsley Tree – The Clerk to write articles about volunteers required to check the trees
in Old Church Wood, Agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting and WIP re: equipment in
Adamson Park and MUGA.
8.10 Donation Requests – none received.

9

Items Carried Forward

9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate/Wilding Place – ongoing.
b) South Road Development –ongoing.
c) East Road Development – ongoing.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that the response re: Affordable Housing Policy had been
forwarded to the Inspector.
The Fact-Check report is due back from the Inspector by 17 th April, with the referendum being
due in the summertime.
Community Action Policies (CAP) – Cllr Brannan had received a report covering a Transport
Audit for the village from Ms Chisholm (NCC) and any gaps in provision now need to be
identified.
9.3 Village Green Issues – ongoing. Cllr Lowrie had met with the owners of 4 Normandy Terrace
to discuss proposals to improve the condition of the area, in particular the hardcore surface.
He was advised that any works undertaken i.e. to install surface matting, must be of a type
which would allow grass to grow through.
9.4 Welcome Letters – No new letters issued this month.
10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members received the NALC training schedule – the Clerk will attend the Combined Audit,
Finance & Data Protection course on Saturday 12th May at Pegswood.
10.2 Members considered the email received from a resident in Whitegates re: flooding. It was
agreed that the Clerk contact Northumbria Water to advise them of the problem.
10.3 Members received the correspondence from NCC re: HR Support and Advice.
10.4 Members were reminded to check that their Declarations of Interest were fully up to date.
11.

Other Items for Information.

11.1 None.
12. Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)
Nothing reported.
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 6th May, 2018
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