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At the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 3 May 2018 at 6.35pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs J. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. 
Lilley, M. Shepherd and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
Approximately 8 members of the public were present 

  

 
1.  Election of Chair 
Councillor Black was nominated by Councillor Watson and seconded by Councillor Dr Hobrough. There 
were no other nominations. 
 
Agreed that Councillor Black be elected Chair for the ensuing year. 
 
Councillor Black in the Chair  
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Cashmore. 
 
3. Election of Vice Chair 
Councillor Shepherd was nominated by Councillor Dr Hobrough and seconded by Councillor Lilley. 
Councillor Watson was nominated by Councillor Wilson and seconded by Councillor Gibson. Both 
members received four votes in support. After some discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Watson 
be Vice Chair from May to October 2018, and Councillor Shepherd be Vice Chair from November 2018 
to April 2019.    
 
4. Appointment of Sub Committees 
4.1 Finance (Cllrs Galilee, Hobrough, Lilley, Shepherd) 
4.2 Planning (Cllrs Cashmore, Elliott, Galilee, Gibson) 

 

5. Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies 
5.1  War Memorial Hall Committee (Cllr Wilson) 
5.2  Play Area (Cllrs Cashmore and Gibson) 
5.3  AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) (Cllr Dr Hobrough) 
5.4  NCC Local Area Council (Cllrs Black and Shepherd) 
5.5  St Lawrence’s PCC (Cllrs Black and Galilee) 
 
6. Declarations of Interest 
No interests were declared. 
 
7. Public Questions 
 
A copy of the statement from Northumberland County Council regarding the current position of Footpath 
No.46 had been circulated with the agenda papers. Mr R. Farrall raised the issue of an email from a 
rights of way officer at NCC to the Chair regarding footpath No.46 which he had requested sight of. He 
had not been given access to this and he queried why this was not available on the Parish Council’s 
website. The Clerk explained that the email she had understood to be in question was between the 
ROW officer and Councillor Watson. The Parish Council was not obliged to publish all emails it received 
on its website, only agenda papers for its meetings. Publication of emails between individuals could call 
into account privacy and data protection issues.   
 
Mr P. Atkinson asked that when the bench was moved, it was relocated at the end of the footpath, 
which members agreed. The Chair advised that efforts had been made to locate a member of the 
Brownlow family to discuss its location but these had been unsuccessful thus far. Any information would 
be welcome. 
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Mr Atkinson referred to an article in The Gazette which appeared to indicate that the Parish Council was 
now taking a lead on the issue. However, members stressed this was not the case. The position was as 
set out in NCC’s position statement and the Parish Council was not responsible for how this had been 
reported in The Gazette, which appeared to be the reporter’s interpretation of the position.  
 
Councillor Galilee advised that he had been approached by the Footpath Group to see whether the 
Parish Council would like representation on the Group. However, members felt this would be a conflict 
in the event of an application for funding coming forward as expected. Support could be provided 
through the Clerk in the completion of the application. 
 
Mr Lillico highlighted a publication for members produced by NCC “A Guide on Public Paths” which he 
thought members would find useful.      
 
8. Minutes of the Meeting held 5 April 2018  
After some discussion about the Parish Council’s position in relation to the Birling Access Road (Minute 
No. 191), it was agreed:- 
(a) that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair, subject to the 

amendment of the resolution in Minute No.191 (Birling Access Road) to read “It was agreed 
that the Parish Council would not object to this action”; and 

(b)        that Councillor Galilee arrange a meeting with residents, Councillor Black to also attend. 
 
9.  Matters Arising 
No matters were raised.  
 
10. Standing Items  
10.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
This would be dealt with later on the agenda. 
 
10.2  Speeding Restriction on Beal Bank 
The speed restriction signs were now up but it was not clear when enforcement would start.  
 

Agreed Action 
Pursue with Highways officer Clerk 

 
11. Footpath No.46, Parish of Warkworth – Statement from Northumberland County Council  
Dealt with under Minute No.7 above. 

 
12. Car Parking  
Residents in the centre of the village had received a copy of the traffic survey from NCC. Members felt  
it was unlikely to produce much useful information in its current form, including information on tourist 
vehicles. It was suggested that Car Parking replace Speeding Restriction on Beal Bank as a standing 
item on the agenda.   

 
Agreed Action 
Include as standing agenda item Clerk 
 

13. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting 
An email had been received from NWL that morning in response to the Parish Council email seeking 
clarification of NWL’s intentions regarding the revetment works and asking for sight of the investigations 
and risk assessments. The email confirmed that NWL did not intend to construct the revetment but 
made no mention of the other matters.  
Members felt that these issues should be pursued and that answers were needed about how NWL 
intended to deal with the inevitable effects of the erosion of the river bank. 
 
The Chair reported that the proposed list of replacement shrubs and trees was now with NCC for 
approval.  
 

Agreed Action 
Seek clarification from NWL Clerk 
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14. Cussins Development 
The Chair referred to a response Mrs Lowther had received from MP Anne Marie Trevelyan, which 
referred to an agreement by Cussins with the Council that the buffer would be reduced in width by circa 
50%. David Lillie had spoken to the site manager that day and was dismayed at what had been done to 
the area. It was noted that there had still been no consultation from NCC on the revised plan.  
 
Members felt that, in view of recent events, it would be appropriate to request a meeting between the 
Chair, the local County Councillor and the appropriate officer from NCC in order to make some progress 
on the situation.  
 

Agreed Action 
Request meeting with NCC as indicated  Clerk 

 
15. Request for Financial Assistance – Litterbugs Community Group 
Agreed that a grant of £100 be provided for litter picking equipment. 
 
16. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Councillor Wilson – a street light was out on Bridge Street 
 
Councillor Elliott – a Highways team had been out repairing potholes recently. However, the repairs 
were very poor and potholes seemed to be randomly selected, with others nearby ignored.  
 
Councillor Lilley – the longstanding pipe problem had finally been removed but he was yet to clear the 
ramp. He wanted to establish where English Heritage’s responsibility ended for the land around the 
Castle as trees had been cut down and just left. The view seemed to be that English Heritage 
responsibility ended at the path, and responsibility for the riverbank lay with Northumberland Estates. 
Councillor Lilley also suggested that facilities for older children would be useful in the play park and it 
was agreed that this be considered further at the next meeting. 
 
Councillor Black – the trench left after street lighting replacement across the lane leading to 84-88 
Morwick Road remained and was dangerous for pedestrians. Councillor Lilley referred to a hole in the 
footpath between 5 and 5a Morwick Road which had been part filled with tarmac and then partly dug up 
The Chair agreed to investigate.  
 

Agreed Action 
Ownership issue be pursued with EH/NE 
Play park equipment as item for next 
agenda 
Trench left next to lighting column on 
Morwick Road to be pursued.  
Hole off Morwick Road 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Chair 

 
17. County Councillor Report 
Councillor Watson reported:- 

 A request had been received from McMillan Cancer Care to camp overnight on The Braid as 
part of a charity walk they were doing. It was not the Parish Council’s land but members had no 
objections.  

 Black and white plastic bollards had appeared next to the black bridge. These had been put 
there by NCC. 

 Concerns had been raised about speeding signs being obscured which he would pursue. 

 Beach Road car park was now open for the summer. A report of the toilets being left unlocked 
was being checked out. 

 Three lamp standards had been replaced on the Woodlands footpath. 
 Heritage lighting plan – two lights had been refurbished with a kit and painted but they needed 

to be slightly lower. The lights on the houses were not to be replaced as there were no 
wayleave agreements so lampposts would be put in. There would be a choice of lamp standard 
and the cost would be £14,478 for the whole project. This could be funded by local councillor’s 
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small schemes funding, hopefully some funding from NCC and the Parish Council. Members’ 
views on this were sought. Members discussed the position and it was noted that the costs 
incurred were for the difference between the standard and the Victorian heads so that the 
lamps were aesthetically more pleasing. Members were generally supportive and it was agreed 
that Councillor Watson should continue the project further with NCC. 

 
Agreed Action 
Pursue with NCC Street Lighting  Councillor Watson 
 

18. Planning:  
18.1 Planning applications to consider: 
 
18/01067/FUL Installation of bird sculpture trail beginning at Hauxley Nature Reserve and following new 
coastal path along Links Road to Amble to bottom of Beal Bank, Warkworth – No objections 
 
18/01110/FUL Proposed single storey rear extension at 26 Greens Park, Warkworth – No objections 
 
18/01422/ADE Advertisement consent for one marketing board/ Land west of 30 Watershaugh Road, 
Warkworth  -  Object on the following grounds:- 

 Excessive size for the location 
 Visual impact 
 Not in keeping with the location 

 
18.2 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal under Section 78 – Advertisement Consent 
Hoardings Sign, land south of Beal Bank, Rotary Way  
Members remained concerned about the distance of the sign from the development site and the fact 
that the sign had been erected in the first place without planning permission and then left.  
Agreed that a response be made as follows:- 
 
“The Parish Council’s objection to this application, and subsequent appeal, remain on the following 
grounds:- 
 

 Inappropriate position so far from the development site 
 The likelihood of distraction to drivers on a fast and dangerous stretch of road 

 Inappropriate location being within 20 yards of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty SSSI to 
the east of the A1068 and within 300 yards of the Warkworth Conservation Area  

 The potential to open up applications from other advertisers 
 Significant detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the rural setting and setting an 

unwelcome precedent in the area for any further signage.  
 Contrary to the provisions of prevailing Local Plan Policies”. 

 
Agreed Action 
Submit responses to the applications and 
appeal as detailed above. 

Clerk 

 
 

19. Finance: 
Councillor Dr Hobrough advised that the Finance Sub Committee had met to consider the proposed 
budget allocations for 2018/19 and the year end position for 2017/18. The main points of discussion at 
this meeting had been:- 

 the proposed budget as agreed by the PC for 2018/19 with the budget heads as proposed 
remained valid. 

 Funds could be moved between budget heads mid-year if necessary. 

 There was a bank balance overall of £113,359 of which £106,294 was earmarked, leaving a 
working balance of £7,065 as at 31.03.17. 

 A further meeting of the Finance Sub should take place in Sept. 

 The following issues were to be followed up:- 
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o the insurance cover provided by the PC’s current policy needed to be checked to 
confirm the position regarding potential claims from church walls damage to 
person/property. There may be a need for additional insurance cover. 

o An estimate for work to the Beach Road car park was needed to ensure adequate 
budget provision. 

o Expected spend on the 2017 Christmas lights was needed. 
o Likely cost for replacement lighting in the village was needed (provided by Councillor 

Watson). 
o There may be a need to draw on the Environmental budget for Neighbourhood Plan 

costs in future. 
o Earmarked Environmental funds may need to be utilised for a shortfall in the 

grasscutting budget in future. 
o Pavements in the village were of concern though this was an NCC responsibility and 

needed to be considered as part of the overall traffic management plan for the village. 
 
On this basis and bearing the above points in mind, the Finance Sub Committee were satisfied 
with the budget position and did not wish to recommend any changes to the budget as 
previously agreed by the Parish Council.  
 
It was suggested that there was significant public liability included in the Council’s current 
insurance policy but this could be checked. Councillor Watson advised that he had received a 
quote from NCC for the Beach Car Park work of £530, and that Mr Peter Bulmer had 
generously offered to pay for the Council’s Christmas tree. 

 
19.1  Current Balances £25,892.01 Treasurers Account, £87,567.44 Instant Access Account as at 
29 March 2018 

 
19.2. The following payments were approved: 

 
 Clerk Salary and expenses 

April 2018 
£287.53 

 HMRC PAYE £53.40 
 

19.3.  Receipts: 
09.04.18 NCC Precept £34,850 

 
19.4  Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2017/18 
The internal auditor’s report, the Annual Governance Statement, the draft annual accounts for 2017-18 
and the accounting statement and explanation of variances had been circulated to all members.  
The Clerk advised that the accounts had been received back from the internal auditor and there were 
no matters or actions to draw to the Parish Council’s attention. It was therefore agreed:- 

 
 (i) To note the report of the internal auditor 
 (ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 
 (iii) To approve the draft annual accounts for 2017/18 
 (iv) To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances. 

 
20.  Correspondence Received: 
20.1 Love Northumberland Awards 2018 
20.2 Notification of Play Area Inspection 2018 – to take place in June/July. Councillor Dr Hobrough 
suggested that the removal of the hedge and the proximity of the SUDS pond to the play area be raised 
with RoSPA.  

 
Agreed Action 
Raise with RoSPA Clerk 

 
20.3 Letter from NCC on Action Plans to improve town centre parking  

 
21.  Information Items 
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The following information items were noted: 
 

 
21.1: NALC ENews 5 April 2018 
21.2: NALC Enews 17 April 2018 
21.3: NALC Enews 24 April 2018 
21.4 CAN Spring News April 2018 

  
22. Items for next meeting 

 Traffic Management Plan 
 Street Lighting 

 Facilities for older children in the play park 
 

23. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 7 June 2018 at 6.30 pm.  
 

24. Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
RESOLVED that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matter as it involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act 
(information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
Authority)). 
 
25. Tender for St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
 
Members considered the evaluation document prepared by the Sub Group and discussed at length and 
in detail the merits of each tender, and the ability of each company to deliver the project in a timely 
manner.  
 
It was agreed that the contract be awarded to Company A. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


