LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

2nd May 2018
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF), Chair, Diane Lakey DL), John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Malcom Ness (MN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance

Cllr Trevor Thorne Two members of the public. Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m. 
1. Apologies for Absence – None
2. Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 22 below 

a) Love Northumberland Awards

3. Declaration of Interests – None 
4. Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5. Community Police Report – No police representative present. All agreed to keep this item on future agendas
6. County Councillors Report. TT reported that it was the first anniversary of the Conservatives being in power at NCC. Highways - Potholes in the county were still a major problem. NCC had agreed that in future holes would be properly mended in squares or rectangles. Education - In the West, Bright Tribe had left their contract and Haydon Bridge School was to remain open although the future of Bellingham Middle was in doubt, as it had been placed in Special Measures. In Berwick, there was difficulty as no-one wanted to take on the Academy contract. GF asked if there was anything being done about secondary school allocations in our area. TT was hopeful that more funding would become available soon that would address this. It had been agreed that free post-16 school transport was to be introduced. The only cost to students was the £25 permit. Cultural Strategy - It was hoped that the Great Northumberland project in July – September would significantly increase visitors to the county. Planning - The Government were not happy that NCC had withdrawn its Local Plan and was being encouraged to accelerate the introduction of the new plan. He said that Neighbourhood Plans were having an impact on planning decisions in the County. GF responded that L/fram had been advised by consultants that there was little advantage to the village in preparing a plan and at great cost and time. TT informed the meeting that a letter of apology from the Planning Department was to be sent regarding the oversight of the Objection from the PC for 17/03662/FUL- Land East Of Longframlington Gardens although they believed that the final planning decision would have been the same. Cllrs expressed concerns that Planning officers not following proper procedures, misrepresenting their views and providing inaccurate information. It was agreed that the village meeting with representatives from the Planning Department would take place on Wednesday 30th May at 7.00 p.m. 





           Action TT/Clerk 
7. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 4th April 2018 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 

8. Matters Arising Out Of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) A697 Road Repairs. Graham Bucknall had discussed options with the team and it is intended to return to site in the next 2-3 months to address the issues raised. Road gullies to be lowered and sections of the road will either be re-heated or channel planed and re-laid. The channels will be re-profiled with falls so that surface water will drain to the gullies. This will include the recently laid patch that has a dip in the middle. Further failures which have become apparent will also be addressed at this time. He is hoping that this can be done without the need for another road closure. However there are some very tight spots with some very large vehicles using the road. The Project Manager, John Hunter will confirm this in due course and if a closure is deemed necessary.  John will also discuss with the PC the most suitable dates. GF has spoken with David Laux about the governance of this project, sent copies of letters exchanged about the matter and asked him for a response.
b) Water leakage Rothbury Road opposite the Elms. This work has been delayed because of another utility service having booked work in this area. The work is now scheduled for 21/5/18
c) Electricity Bill and Meter Sports Court. British Gas have still not provided a quote for this year’s energy plan. We are on a standard rate at present, but will be reimbursed if and when we go onto a cheaper tariff.
d) Grit Provision Church St & Knogley Way Graham Bucknall has noted in his diary to revisit this issue before next winter. He was very appreciative of the efforts of volunteers and feels sure this can have a successful resolution.
e) State of road at southern end and south east corner of the King George V Playing Field. GA spoken with the residents who have agreed to carry put the necessary actions to reinstate the verge to its previous condition.
f) Website Review – Not yet commenced. Will be completed for the June meeting



Action: GA  

g) Closer for Dog Walking - Not yet commenced. Will be completed for the June meeting  


Action: JM
h) Parish Councillor Declaration of Interests. There are still some outstanding responses. GF reminded councillors of their mandatory duty with respect to this issue. 





Action: Those not yet done so
i) Wire around perimeter of ‘land dedicated for new school’. After a considerable amount of effort to find out who was responsible it appears that the current agricultural tenant needed to fence of the area to graze livestock. NCC Estates Dept. have informed us that the land has been up for sale since 2016 and they are in negotiation with the land agent on the sale of the site.

9. Meetings to Attend / Attended – None 

10. Finance

a) Notification of receipts in the month - Agreed
	11/04/2018
	NCC
	Precept first half 
	12811.79

	11/04/2018
	NCC
	JBC Precept Recharge
	-1500.00

	Total 
	11311.79*


* NCC deducted the 2017 Election Fees of £688.21 and included the JBC Precept of £1500 (which has been transferred to the Cemetery account) within the LPC Precept payment.
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses,  PAYE & NI  and Approval of Other Payments since the last meeting - Agreed
	25/03/2018
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sports Court
	Dir Dbt
	12.74

	02/05/2018
	Peter Basnett
	Internal Auditor Fees
	200081
	180.00

	02/05/2018
	HMRC
	PAYE
	200082
	106.80

	02/05/2015
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	200083
	460.99

	02/05/2015
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Apr)
	Journal
	-4.53

	Total 
	756.00


c) Requests for donations – None received 
d) Bank Reconciliation to 30th April 2017
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	as at 25th April 2018
	Community account
	
	67839.96

	
	Business Saver
	
	6078.15

	
	
	
	
	73918.11*

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Uncredited Deposits -       

                                    Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance per cash book 30/04/2018
	
	
	73918.11

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	53787.21

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	20130.70

	
	
	
	
	73917.91*


* The 0.20p difference between the Bank statement and Cash Book is due to 0.20p error in the bank statement on cheque no. 200076 – HMRC.

e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2017/2018.
I. The internal audit had met all the tests undertaken by the auditor and there were no outstanding issues. 
II. The Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances, the proposed Parish Council Reserves for 2018/19 and dates for the Notice of Public Rights were agreed. Proposed MN, seconded JM.
The cllrs thanked the clerk for his efforts with respect to the Audit. Clerk to submit AGAR and post Notice of Public Rights.











Action: Clerk
f) Insurance Renewal. It was agreed to continue with Zurich Insurance and take he the three year agreement
. Premium for 2018/19 would be £763.14. 








Action: Clerk
11. Village Activities :
a) URC Coffee Morning – 9th May 2018
b) Longframlington Big Cream Tea – Saturday 2nd June 2018 in aid of the Alzheimer’s Society 

c) Round Table Beer Festival – Sat 15th – Sun 16th June 2018
12. Allotments

a) Management: Water Meter & rates update – No further communication from the Water Company


Plot No 1. JM still unable to contact the Foreman’s as to whether they wish to continue with the plot. 
Action: JM
b) Maintenance:  Hinges on gates and clearing of footpaths have been delayed due to bad weather.

Action: JM
13. King George V Playing Field

a) Lighting on the sports court has been adjusted at a cost of £294.00
b) Drainage - delayed due to bad weather.







Action: JM
c) Play equipment - replacement of wooden mini-slide and multi-play equipment - Provisional Start date 4th June
d) Playground - bark chippings. Kompan quote received to supply and install chippings = £4,961.33. Agreed that GF would obtain an alternative quotation and report at the next meeting. 




Action: GF
e) George V Playing Field Playground / Sportscourt inspection in preparation for RoSPA inspection not yet commenced. To be completed by next meeting.







          Action: MN/DW
14. Planning 
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position **

	17/04084/FUL


	Land South East of Embleton Steads. New potable water booster pump station housed in roadside with  associated parking area for maintenance
	Awaiting Decision
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm Longframlington NE65 8DZ. Outline Application for development of approximately 42 dwellings with all matters reserved
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/00133/ADE
	Land South Of Deneburn Rothbury Road Longframlington.  Advertisement consent for 14no flag poles, 2no triangular V-boards and 3no sign boards.  
	Awaiting Decision
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/00427/VARYCO
	Land South of Dene House Farm Cottages Harrogate Lane. Amendment to floor plan
	Awaiting Decision
	Insufficient responses to make comment

	18/00882/VARYCO


	Land West Of Meadow Lodge – Variation in order to add dormers to the rear of plots 1, 3 and 4 and dormers to the front and rear of plot 2 ….
	Registered
	Insufficient responses to make comment

	18/01091/ADE
	Land South Of Deneburn Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland

Proposal 
Advertisement consent for 8 flagpoles (6m high), 2no Triangular V boards… (Resubmission)
	Registered
	Insufficient responses to make comment

	18/01213/FUL
	Land At South West Of Deneburn Rothbury Road Longframlington Northumberland

Proposal for two dwellings. …..
	Registered
	The Parish Council does not support this application. The proposed development further alters the

skyline in an area where the skyline has been significantly altered by an on-going development

	18/01333/PRUTPO


	Land South East Of Sea View Front Street 

Tree preservation order application to cut back the branches on one Cherry tree to 1m … and remove two sapling trees
	Application

Registered
	No Objection

	Coloured areas show where something has changed from the previous PC meeting


a) GF reminded members of their responsibilities regarding submitting comments on applications. MN stated that if cllrs had made no response then he was under the impression that it would be assumed that there was no comment to make. It was agreed that Cllrs should respond to all planning applications even when their response was ‘No Comment’ or ‘No Objection’. 

b) 17/03662/FUL- Land East Of Longframlington Gardens.  Letter sent to Ragu Sittambalam on 10th April outlining our concerns following his response to our original letter. CC’d email copy to Head of Planning was returned. Apparently Mark Ketley left his post on 31st March. On the Clerk’s request, Ragu passed the correspondence up to the Principal Officer for the North Area, Haley Marron to look at who in turn will discuss with Elizabeth Sinnamon, the Senior Planning Manager for Development Management. Even though Clerk has sent a reminder no response has been received to date. 
A Street naming request (18/00751/SN) for this development had been received. The PC had no objection to the 
proposal as long as the correct grammatical usage was used i.e. Cuthbert’s

c) Response to Ragu Sittambalam, NCC Planning Department regarding planning concerns. The same set of circumstances apply to this issue as 14 (b) above. It was agreed that the PC would consider at the next meeting suggestion that they obtain guidance from a private planning developer with respect to planning applications and the PC’s responses to them. Cllrs were asked to consider appropriate experts for the next meeting.



Action: All
15. Action Plan – May 2018 plus items deferred from April meeting
a) FramNews Report – JM volunteered to do this.






Action: JM
b) Japanese Knotweed – GA agreed to inspect the churchyard & Knogley Way and GF the A697
          Action: GA/GF
Main Issues 
16. Village Inspection - Work not yet commenced to be completed by June meeting. 


        Action: DW/JM
17. Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery Review – GF reported that the Risk Assessment document for the Cemetery remained applicable. He had made some minor changes to wordage to clarify meaning. It was agreed that for the Parish Council Risk Assessment
, checking should be done every three months. DL to make amendments to the Risk Assessment document and then Clerk to amend Action Plan




         Action: Clerk/DL
18. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) - PC responsibilities and Action Plan. The new Data Protection Regulations come into effect at the end of May. PCs must adhere to these regulations. The Regulator is supportive of Town and Parish Councils to undergo a gradual uptake of their responsibilities. The first action which NALC recommend PCs to undertake at their May meeting is to review their current procedures against the GDPR action Plan. The view was that the PC held little personal data and that it should use a light touch approach. It was agreed that it would begin the action planning process by carrying out an audit of electronic data. MN agreed to support the clerk in this.


        Action: Clerk/MN
PCs will be required to pay an annual GDPR fee which is likely to be similar in amount to the current ICO fee we pay. We will transfer to the GDPR fee when the current ICO registration runs out.
19. Request to add https://www.postofficesnearme.com/  to website. As there was no clear status of this website this request was denied,
20. NCC Weed control. The County Council is investing £125,000 in a weed control programme which includes adding a harmless blue coloured dye to the treatment so the public can see for themselves where has been treated.
21. Model Standing Orders.  NALC have revised their model standing orders. David Francis before his retirement produced a shorter version which Steven Ricketts is investigating for use by PCs. It was agreed to continue with the current standing orders until there was further clarity on the issue.
22. Any Urgent Business
a) Love Northumberland Awards. It was agreed to put up the posters in the bus shelters


Action: Clerk
23. Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 6th June at 7.00.p.m. in the Memorial Hall.

Garth Rhodes – Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Morpeth NE65 8AB Telephone 01665 570 347
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

