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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 1 November 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, J.G. 
Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
3 members of the public were present 

  
123. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Gibson and Shepherd. 
 
124. Public Questions 
Mr Weightman from Helsay Manor Farm outlined the work his family was doing with partners to 
encourage wildlife in the estuary area which included applications for single farm payments and to the 
higher tier stewardship scheme. He referred to the application to extend Coquet Caravan Park which 
had been approved in April. The mitigation measures had included 15 acres of landscape open space, 
which had actually proved to be 3 acres at the Planning Committee meeting. The missing acres were 
on his farm and he had not been part of the application. The BSG Ltd report had been included as 
Condition 10 of the approval, as recommended by the County Ecologist, however, this was not 
achievable because the additional acres were not in the ownership of the applicant and he did not think 
that Planning Committee members had been aware of this. Cllr Watson advised that he would try and 
have this matter raised again at the Planning Committee so that an explanation could be given. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Councillor Watson 

 
 
125. Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 
 
126. Matters Arising 
Minute No. 107 (Ember Path) –the Clerk advised that this had been raised with NCC. It had been 
confirmed that it was a public footpath and there was no legal right for cyclists to use it. It was also very 
narrow. The footpath officer would put up some round “no cycling” disks at either end.  
 
Minute No.109 (Matters Arising Minute No.95), the Chair and Vice Chair were meeting Barry Knox the 
following day to discuss various issues which needed attention.  
 
Minute No. 109 (Matters Arising Minute No.96), Mrs Ritson would be accompanied by a small school 
choir. It was agreed that Cllr Dr Hobrough would liaise on the arrangements with the Warkworth Choir 
and co-ordinate with the Rotary Club Santa vehicle.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
Minute No. 116 (County Councillor Report) –Cllr Watson would pursue the enforcement issue re 
Guildens Road.  
 
Minute No. 115 (Councillor Area Reports) – The Chair reported that a meeting had been arranged with 
Northumberland Estates for 15 November to discuss consolidation of the leases. This would be 
attended by herself, the Clerk and Cllr Watson.  
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127. Standing Items  
127.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Black was pleased to confirm that the work was now complete. HPRL had been an excellent 
company to work with and she paid tribute to Cllr Galilee for his exhaustive efforts on the project. Also, 
the bill had come in at less than expected, which was to be welcomed, though it was planned to include 
some funding in the budget for annual future maintenance work. This was to be discussed with the 
contractor by Cllr Galilee for consideration by members in due course.  
 
The Chair reported that an issue had just cropped up from NCC regarding the discharge of conditions. 
Cllr Galilee confirmed that all consultees had been notified about the programme of works and the 
discharge of conditions submitted both online and in paper format. All work had been in accordance 
with the planning application. Sample panels had not been presented, but the sample mixes had been 
given to Patrick Parsons and were in line with the permission.  
 
It was commented that the work of Patrick Parsons had also been very good, and the use of David 
Orange as a local contractor to deal with difficult tree issues had been beneficial. It was agreed that a 
coppiced tree in the north east corner of the churchyard should be removed and that Cllr Galilee would 
arrange this with David Orange.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Cllr Galilee 

 
 
128. Street Lighting Update  
Cllr Watson reported that a revised estimate had been received from NCC which now costed the project 
at £33,000. He had queried this and it had been revised to £29,000. He was committed to putting in 
£12,000 from his members’ small schemes funding and suggested that members consider in due 
course whether the remainder could now be funded from the underspend in the churchyard walls 
budget. It was noted that this would require a virement and would be discussed initially by the Finance 
Group. 
 
He had arranged for the spotlight on Woodlands to be done, and next year when the new lights were 
done, the one on Derek Conway’s house could be removed. It was noted that there were a number of 
street lights currently out and it was agreed that Cllr Galilee would inventory these and report them to 
NCC. 
 
Other points raised on the street lighting programme: 

 There was a big gap on Morwick Road west from the junction with Watershaugh Road. 
 The proposed column on the south side of Brewery Lane was to be located very close to the 

junction with Dial Place /Castle Street and could be liable to car damage. 
 
It was agreed that these issues would be raised with the street lighting engineer. 
 

Agreed Action 
Faulty columns to be reported to NCC  Cllr Galilee 
Replacement programme issues  Clerk 

 
 
129. Village Parking Public Consultation  
Feedback on the results of the consultation had been emailed to members. There had been 19 people 
in support, 28 people against and 9 people who did not state a preference. (This was subsequently 
updated to 22 For; 30 Against; 9 No preference). The following changes would be introduced on an 
experimental basis:- 

a) Three Time limited Parking Bays outside of the Post Office - 8am - 6pm, 30 minutes 
maximum stay, No return within 4 hours. This would allow anyone wishing to use the local 
shops the ability to quickly pull up and pop in. 
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b) As motorcycles were able to park in any bay the M/C bays would be removed and made into 
normal parking bays. This would allow any vehicle to use the parking area and maximize 
usage of available space. 

c) Some sections of double yellow line on Dial Place and Castle Street would be reduced. This 
would increase parking capacity and reduce the demand for parking. 

d) Introduce Traffic Regulation Orders to all Disabled Bays in the village. This would give easier 
access to those with mobility issues and allow the Civil Enforcement Officers to issue 
penalty Charge Notices to those abusing the designated parking disabled parking places.  

e) Introduce better signage directing visitors to the car parks to the north of the village. This 
would hopefully reduce the demand for parking in the village. 

f) Introduce a No Waiting and Loading parking restriction (double yellow lines with kerb blips) 
outside of the church. This would prevent any vehicles from parking here including blue 
badge holders, but would allow the primary funeral car or wedding car to park there. 

g) Formalise all parking places within Dial Place by marking out parking bays. This would 
maximize parking efficiency as well as ensuring there was sufficient space to manoeuvre 
vehicles into parking places safely. 

The resident permit parking scheme would not be introduced given the amount of opposition it had 
generated and the comments received. 
 
A number of comments were made:- 
 

 The study had shown that a lot of people did not support residents‘ parking. This must mean 
that they were happy with the current chaotic situation and pavement parking. Dial Place had 
become widely known as a free parking zone and it did affect residents.  

 The whole exercise had ben premature without a comprehensive plan of where an effective car 
park could be located. The Beach Road car park was not being properly used and had poor 
access, and it was time for the Parish Council to address the problem of putting a car park in a 
more suitable location.  

 It should be accepted that the village had limited capacity for parking, and once it was full, it 
was full. The proposals from NCC were sensible and offered as good a solution as could be 
achieved without a more drastic approach. Free parking was abused by everyone, not just 
visitors. Did the Parish Council really want the village to be completely congested in the 
summer? 

 The proposal to get rid of the motorcycle spaces was supported. 
 Warkworth was an attractive village and tourism was an important source of income for the 

County but the effects of that had to be carefully managed. If the public could not park in 
Warkworth then they would just drive through to somewhere else. A well located car park which 
was properly and sensitively screened should be achievable.  

 Finding more space within the village was the difficulty. Something needed to be done to make 
the Beach Road car park more attractive and user friendly. The time limit on Dial Place might 
help keep things moving. 

 Some members thought the only place to increase parking was on the Castle field and this 
could probably be done effectively with proper screening.  

 The NCC proposals would provide some improvements but would not increase the number of 
spaces. People would not walk into the village from outside, meaning it was always busy.  

 There were many people who lived in the centre of the village who could not park anywhere 
else, which was becoming ever more difficult. 

 The proposed time limits would have to be enforced, which was the responsibility of NCC. 
 It was reported that English Heritage were looking at making parking improvements at the 

castle and had indicated they could discuss this with the Parish Council.  
 It was felt that a 20 minute limit outside the post office was sufficient and that the possibility of a 

sign at The Stanners to indicate that it was not suitable for campervans should be raised with 
Dan Fraser.  

 
In light of the discussion it was agreed that:- 
 

(a) the proposals detailed (a)-(g) be supported, subject to the addition of the last point above; 
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(b) a meeting be held with EH to look at the potential for increasing/improving the parking 
facility; 

(c) efforts be made to make the Beach Road car park more acceptable and useable; and 
(d) the exact design proposals come back to a future meeting. 

 
Agreed Action 
Arrange meeting with EH Chair  
 

 
130. Christmas Lights Evening 
It was noted that Rotary Club would be attending from 5.30 pm. The school Christmas card competition 
would be launched soon, and as previously reported, Mrs Ritson would be accompanied by the winning 
pupil and a small school choir. 
 
131. Environment Agency Floodgates Policy 
The Chair reported a letter received from the Environment Agency following the last meeting. This 

confirmed the intention to continue with the plan to proactively close the gates for the periods of high 
tides and to continue to close them when a fluvial event on the River Coquet was expected.  
 
This arrangement would continue to provide flood risk protection to residents but also ease some of the 
EA’s concerns regarding the condition of the gates and would ensure the Public Footpath was blocked 
for less time.  The arrangements would be routinely reviewed and changes made in future year, should 
they be necessary.  A copy of the letter is available on the Parish Council’s noticeboard and website.  
 
132. Guilden Place Safety Issues  
The Chair reported that she and Cllr Dr Hobrough had attended the recent joint meeting with the North 
Northumberland LAC and had raised the issue of the sewage at the site. There had been some 
technical difficulties as to why mains had not been connected earlier relating to other utility pipes and 
cables at the location. Two other issues had also been raised – the inadequate fence around the SUDs 
area and the need for a crossing outside the main gate of the school. Cussins had previously agreed to 
upgrade the fence to make it childproof but had failed to deliver so far. Also, there had been no planting 
done as yet at Morwick Gardens and a query was raised about the current planting of the wildlife 
corridor at Guilden Place. 
 
It was agreed that:- 
 

(a) a letter be sent to Cussins regarding the fence upgrade around the SUDs pond and the planting 
issues detailed above and; 

(b) a further request be made of NCC for the provision of a pedestrian crossing outside the main 
gate of the school on safety grounds.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk/Chair 
 

 
133. Speed Cameras in Village 
The Chair reported that she had been advised by Neil Snowdon that the police could not use cameras 
in the village yet as the whole village needed to be the subject of a traffic regulation order, which was 
disappointing. It was suggested that an interactive speed sign would be useful where the camera sign 
currently was, and it was agreed that this be considered at the next meeting.  
 

Agreed Action 
Item for next agenda  Clerk 

 
 
134. Requests for Financial Support – Community Action Northumberland and Great North 
Air Ambulance 
 
Agreed a donation of £50.00 be made to CAN and £100.00 to Great North Air Ambulance. 
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135. Nomination of Parish Councillor – Remembrance Service 
 
Agreed Cllr Dr John Hobrough represent the Parish Council at the Remembrance Service.  
 
136. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 

Cllr Lilley: He had not yet removed the table referred to at the last meeting but it would be done.  
 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: He had attended a meeting of the Coquet Estuary Steering Group which involved 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust, the AONB, the Rivers Trust and various other interested parties. Hull 
University would be visiting in the near future to look at opportunities for habitat creation and developme nt. 
This was an exciting project but was still in its infancy. He would keep members updated. 
 
Cllr Cashmore: the playpark grass was looking better than in previous years. The fence issue had already 
been discussed.  
 
Cllr Wilson: the fence at bottom of Brewery Lane still needed looking at and the Hudson seat needed repair. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to raise with contractors, and also 
action as required on the Rotstein seat 
which had been raised by the family.   

Clerk 

 
Cllr Elliott: the C101 was finally resurfaced. 
 

Cllr Galilee: he had had an enquiry from a resident regarding access to the permissive footpath area 
off Station Road which had been very overgrown. This had been raised with the landowner and it had 
now been cleared.  
 
Cllr Black: She and Cllr Dr Hobrough had attended the joint meeting with the North Northumberland 
LAC in October. She had raised the issue of the joint use of the footpath by cyclists and pedestrians at 
Beal Bank, and had received a briefing on waste disposal. There was an invitation to all members to 
visit a waste recycling centre if they were interested.  
 
137. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson reported that he was pursuing NCC officers to have Dial Place scraped and resurfaced. 
This was currently being investigated. He had complained about the state of the footpath at Guildens 
Road and the sign at the entrance off Morwick Road.  
 
HMP Northumberland road was being resurfaced and would be closed for a while, and the bridge over 
the river at Guyzance was being closed during repairs, which would involve a significant detour.  
 
 
138. Planning  
138.1  Planning Applications: 

18/03595/FUL | Proposed development of 1 no four bedroom, two storey dwelling house with 
single story attached garage. | Land North Of 37 Watershaugh Road Watershaugh Road 
Warkworth Northumberland No objections 
 
18/03610/LBC | Listed Building Consent application to replace 1no. existing recently installed 
window and 5no. dilapidated windows to the front elevation with new hardwood traditional sash 
windows (like for like) | Masons Arms 3 Dial Place Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 
0UR No objections 

 
18/03336/FUL | Replacement of timber windows, doors and barge boards. | 13 Greens Park 
Warkworth NE65 0GY No comments 
 

 Councillor Watson took no part in the debate on these applications.  
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138.2   Outcomes of recent planning applications 
None received.  

 
 
139. Finance: 

139.1  Current Balances £87,234.42 Treasurers Account, £87,591.68 Instant Access 
Account as at 01 October 2018 
 
139.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
October 2018 

£298.46 

 HMRC PAYE £62.00 
 D. Orange Tree work St 

Lawrence’s 
Churchyard 

£2020.82 

 Solstice Heritage Preparation of report 
on archaeological brief 

£534.00 

 Northumberland County Council Temporary Traffic 
Order St Lawrence’s 
Church 

£500.00 

 S. Thirlwell Seat repair £76.80 
 RBL  Annual poppy appeal 

donation 
£25.00 

 RBL  Annual donation £100.00 
 War Memorial Hall  Annual heating 

contribution 
£100.00 

 Historic Property Restoration Ltd Churchyard Wall 
repairs 

£43,880.90 

 
 
 139.3.  Receipts: 

10.09.18 TSB Interest £5.88  
19.10.18 The Hermitage  Xmas light collection 

box 
£57.22 

 
It was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to The Hermitage by the Clerk. 
  

139.4: Bank Account Arrangements 
The Clerk reported as follows:- 
 

 Options for changing to an online bank account with a new provider had been 
investigated. This could be achieved, however, there would be a monthly charge as well 
as a charge per transaction for an account from which a salary was paid, which would 
negate any potential increase in interest. 

 It was suggested that the precept be set at the 6 December meeting which would allow 
figures on the indicative tax base from NCC to be received. Some early indicative figures 
had just been received which showed that the tax base had gone up slightly on the 
previous year. This meant that the precept cost per house had reduced.  

 A Finance Group meeting should be arranged for late November to make 
recommendations to the PC on the precept. NCC would need to be notified of the 
precept requirement by 25 January 2019, so if needs be, the precept could still be set at 
the January meeting. 

 The PC’s expenditure for the current and last financial year had been reviewed and 
categorised into appropriate budget headings, which had been raised as an issue by the 
Finance Group. This would be kept under review.  

 Churchyard walls budget - £28,000 had been allocated in the 2018-19 budget, with 
£64,852.50 in the reserve at 01.04.18. This financial year, £47,101.96 had been spent 
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meaning a call on the reserve of £19,101.96, and leaving a balance in the reserve of 
£45,750.54. 

Agreed that:- 
 
(a) the current bank arrangements remain in place for now whilst further investigations are 
done with alternative banks 
 
(b) the precept be set at the 6 December meeting which would allow the figures on the 
indicative tax base from NCC to be received; and 
 
(c) the content of the budget headings as set out in the report to members be agreed and 
kept under review. 
 
139.5: Society of Local Council Clerks – Subscription for Clerk 

 
Agreed that the Parish Council pay the annual subscription fee for the Clerk to join the Society 
of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £72 per annum, with an initial £5 joining fee.  
 

140.  Correspondence Received: 
  140.1: Letter of thanks from North Northumberland Hospice Care 
  140.2: Invitation from Bailiffgate Museum to attend exhibition preview 2 November 2018 
  140.3: Memorial Hall Allotments 

 Cllr Watson reported that he had directed the query regarding overhanging branches to the 
memorial hall as the issue was within their remit, not the PC.  

  140.4: Email from M. Horn re Gloster Hill Development advertising board 
 Mr Horn was present and confirmed that the proposed name of Mariners View would need to 

be changed to avoid confusion. 
  140.5: Council Tax Base 2019-20 

 140.6: Email from Amble TC regarding joint purchase of a book of condolence with Amble 
Town and Hauxley Parish Councils. It was agreed not to participate in this. 

 
141. Information Items: 

141.1: NALC Enews 2 Oct 2018 
  141.2: NALC Enews 9 Oct 2018 
  141.3: NALC Enews 17 Oct 2018 
  141.4: NALC Enews 24 Oct 2018 
  141.5: NALC Borderlands Growth Initiative Update Oct 2018 
  141.6: NALC Life Expectancy in Northumberland Oct 2018 
  141.7: NALC Bulletin – Northumberland Community Bank AGM 
  141.8: CAN AGM 6 November 2018 2pm Longhoughton Sports and Community Centre 
  This would be attended by Cllr Black as Vice President of CAN.  
 
 

142. Items for next meeting 
 Neighbourhood Plan 

 
 

143. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 6 December 2018 at 6.30 pm.  
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.42pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


