
EMBELTON QUARRY STEERING COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting held on 19 November 2018 

Chair  Terry Howells 

Committee Ian Brown, David Cooper, Simon Doughty, Ray Imeson, Gary Woodburn 

Volunteers Andy Davies, Jean Doughty, Tony Rochester, Malcolm Scott 

Apologies for Absence:- Raymond Carss, Denise Lynn, Lisa Pearson (who has now resigned) 

John Young 

Declaration of Interest:- None 

Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting of 1 October 2018:- Agreed 

Matters Arising:- As Agenda 

Purchase of Notices:- Simon brought a copy of the 2 signs and advised the Committee that he 

had kept the Main Sign to A3 size as the image would suffer if it went any bigger. He showed 

the Committee the Cliff Sign and said that he felt there was a mistake – having MUST must. 

He said to save a trip to Berwick to get them redone he could cut the wording off and just have 

the symbol. The Committee decided to keep them as they were. He also advised the Meeting 

that he had placed 3 posts on the Mound ready for the cliff signs. He also described how he felt 

the Main Signs should be mounted. He suggested having them mounted like a lectern so people 

could read them easily. The sighting of the signs was discussed and it was decided that the one 

for the Main gate should be on the right hand side as you go into the Quarry. The sign for the 

other end of Whinstone View would be placed at the Quarry end of the pathway from the 

houses. Simon also advised the meeting that the Hawthorn hedge had been planted and there 

were 16 trees left in case of any losses. 

Application for Grants:- Ian asked Simon if he had all the paper work for Lottery Grant. 

Simon said that he had sent everything that he had. It was decided to hold back on Lottery 

Application. 

Ray informed the meeting that the Application for free trees from the Woodland Trust had been 

successful and that 210 trees were being delivered in the Spring. Simon suggested that an area 

in the South East corner of the Quarry could take some of them 

Quarry House Sale:- Terry gave details of the sale and explained that he had written to NCC 

with various questions. The house appeared to have been sold to a “Shell” Company who 

claimed that 2 Executive houses were planned but no Planning Application had been received. 

It was confirmed that the buyer was responsible for fencing the properties from the Quarry and 

they cannot dispose of the spoil by putting it into the Quarry. Terry went through the Plan. A 

discussion followed and it was agreed that the Quarry boundary should be marked out. Simon 

said that he had posts that could be used and it was agreed that Ray, David, Simon and Jean 

would meet on 26 November and start to mark the boundary out.  

Report on meeting with David Feige, Chief Ecologist NCC:- Terry said that he had asked 

for a one to one meeting but that Ian Robson arrived as well. Gary joined them. David Feige 

was querying how we were working to the Management Plan. He seemed fairly relaxed about 



how were getting on and even though he would prefer to have the quarry grazed he appreciated 

the cost of fencing and providing water would be expensive and that it would restrict walkers 

using the Quarry. Terry had sent David Feige a copy of the water analysis to see if the water 

was suitable for animal drinking water. Terry suggested that maybe he and Simon could walk 

the boundary sometime and see where fencing would be needed if we went down the grazing 

route. A discussion followed regarding grazing. Gary said that there were various breeds of 

horses that could be used. AONB apparently rent the animals they use. It was also suggested 

that maybe there should be another consultation with the people of the Parish. Long term ideas 

were put forward for the Quarry – bird watching hide, jetty into pond – which could be 

considered at a later date. 

Site Layout (where paths run, type of path, path width etc) Conflict with AONB/NCC 

Terry produced a plan that he had received from NCC which showed that they still owned some 

of the land mainly below Whinstone View. Terry had written to them to see if there was an 

error on the plan and if not that they should manage that part of the Quarry as per the 

Management Plan as we are supposed to.  

The problem of dog walkers not cleaning up after their dogs was discussed and it seems that if 

we can find out who these people are and roughly what time they visit the Quarry we can ask 

for the Dog Warden to come out and talk to them and if they persist in not cleaning up they can 

be fined. 

Terry also advised the meeting that Ian Robson (AONB) had offered the services of a Graduate 

Trainee for a period of 3 – 9 months. He read out the duties that he would carry out. A 

discussion followed. Jean felt that the site was too small as it was stated in the papers that Terry 

had received from AONB that the latest Graduate Trainee had worked on Lindisfarne NNR 

and when training finished she got a permanent job there. Jean also felt that if we let AONB 

get any foothold into the Quarry they would take over and it would not be for the people of 

Embleton. She also felt that they would insist on the volunteers having certificates for the use 

of machinery like chain saws and strimmers which may stop people volunteering. 

Terry also informed the meeting that he had received a letter from the Flood Risk Manager at 

NCC re the pipe that flows from the Quarry down to the golf club and that he had been informed 

that it required maintaining. He wrote back to him with several questions and to date he had 

received no reply. Terry read out his letter which asked many questions but also said that no 

mention made of any inspections prior to the handover to EPC. David said that NCC were 

responsible for any seepage from the landfill site. Ian suggested that NCC should provide 

evidence of maintenance prior to the handover. 

Ian advised the meeting that he had spoken to the Environmental Agency re the bill for £718 

and that it was being looked into. 

Work for Volunteers:- Simon advised the meeting that Area 2 of the Management Plan had 

been cleared and that burning of the cuttings was taking some time using the incinerator so he 

felt it was necessary to have an open fire which would be better and quicker in getting rid of 

the cuttings. He also advised the meeting that after walking round the site with Ian and Gary 

after the last meeting he had cut a path through from Area 2 up towards Quaker Row and then 

clear an area so the path would lead back to the main track. He suggested that when the gorse 

bushes are cut down that he would cut as near to the ground as possible, drill a small hole in 



the stump and inject Roundup into the stump and then plug it. It was agreed that any work on 

the paths and bushes would have to stop in March. He also discussed the line of the new path 

which will replace the one from the North end of the Quarry which goes very close to the edge 

of the lake where some of the birds nest. This was shown on a copy of a Google shot of the 

Quarry, 

A suggestion was made about the possibility of an Invertebrate Survey being done.  Gary 

advised the meeting that he knew someone who may be able to carry this out. 

Treasurer’s Report/Financial Summary:- Simon went through the summary which covered 

the costs of hedging, signs and Environmental Agency charge. He advised that if the 

Environmental Agency charge was reduced or even cancelled altogether the out goings would 

be minimal – hire of room for meetings. 

Other Business:- Simon advised the meeting that 2 boys had come into the Quarry on the 

Sunday and they made their way around to the sluice so there must be a path which would 

enable us to see if the pipe from the lake is visible 

Date of Next Meeting:- It was agreed not to set a date but if Terry had any correspondence 

regarding NCC land or Flood Risk that needed discussing he would convene a meeting then. 

 


