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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 4 October 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. 
Lilley, M. Shepherd, J.G. Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
9 members of the public were present 

  
106. Warkworth Floodgates (Alex Haley and Les Collingwood, Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management Officers from the Environment Agency (EA) were in attendance) 

 
Alex explained that EA policy was to maintain access to rivers by the public and normal procedure was 
to keep the floodgates open for most of the year, only closing them when the water reached a certain 
level. Warkworth gates had been permanently closed, and an examination of water levels had shown 
that had they been open, they would only have needed to be closed once in the last two years, and only 
then as a precaution. Permanent closure of the gates was causing damage to the seal due to the 
constant pressure, and there had been complaints from the public unable to access the foreshore. The 
plan was therefore to close the gates as a precaution two days in advance of high tides and keep them 
closed until two days after the high tide period. They would also be kept closed over the Christmas and 
New Year period. To protect against fluvial flooding, the gates would be closed well in advance of any 
potential high river levels. This meant the gates would be closed for around 50% of the time over the 
winter period.  
 
A number of concerns were raised by the public to the EA’s proposal:- 
 

 The gates should be closed permanently. 
 The risk to properties from rising river levels outweighed any need for access by the public to 

the foreshore area. 

 There had been no consultation with affected residents and there should be a public meeting to 
discuss the issue.   

 Properties had been bought on the understanding that the gates would be closed in the winter.  
 The EA were overestimating their ability to respond to events quickly. 

 There was another way to access the amenity area other than via the gates. 
 Residents requested some assistance in protection of their properties against flooding. 

 
In response to some of these points, the following comments were made:- 
 

 A consultation letter drop with residents had been done and contact made with the Parish 
Council. The decision was one for the EA to make based on the evidence and scientific 
knowledge available to them. Residents would still be protected from the highest tides and 
fluvial events. 

 Whilst the risk was the same all year round, the worst fluvial events had actually taken place 
during the summer. 

 There had been letters of representation from residents, complaints made to the Parish 
Council, and contact made with MPs about keeping the gates open.   

 The EA was not taking any side, but had looked at both extremes of the situation and how to 
meet the needs of both sides of the community in maintaining both protection for residents, and 
access to the amenity area. 

 The EA was aware that there was an alternative access as referred to but had no control over 
it, and a right of way was being blocked by keeping the gates closed.  

 The proposed high water level at which the gates would be closed was still very low.  

 One seal was already damaged and whilst the rate of leakage was not excessive, it was 
causing pondage which couldn’t be discharged.  

 Responsibility for flood protection assistance for residents lay with the County Council but this 
could be taken back to them  
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The EA representatives advised that they would discuss the issues raised with senior management and 
inform residents of the outcome.  
 
 
107. Public Questions 
A resident from Castle Street queried the position regarding the proposed placement of street lighting 
columns. The Chair advised that, following the meeting with the street light engineer, the column 
originally planned for outside No.5 Castle St would be moved south, and the one closed to No.43 would 
be moved further north. 
 
Regarding the proposed village parking proposals, a resident queried whether it was correct that B&Bs 
and hotels would get permits to match the number of beds they had. Cllr Galilee related the advice he’d 
been given, that these establishments could apply for more than the standard issue and this would be 
considered. However, businesses not occupied by residents would get none, though holiday lets would, 
so there were some anomalies. The resident queried how much the scheme was likely to cost, and 
whilst it was identified that £30,000 had been allocated originally, the detailed costs were not known.  
 
A resident referred to the Ember Path and asked whether the Parish Council would support a small sign 
at The Butts end of the path asking cyclists to dismount given that it was very narrow, and cyclists were 
travelling very fast along it. He feared there would be an accident. Members agreed this could be 
investigated. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
 
108. Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 
 
109. Matters Arising 
Minute No.95 (Maintenance – fence and bus shelter), Cllr Watson advised that the fascia boards on the 
bus shelter needed repair as well as redecorating. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to arrange with contractor Clerk 

 
Minute No. 96 (Christmas Light Switch On), it was agreed that Mrs Margaret Hobrough would be 
asked to do the blessing and Mrs Laura Ritson, Headteacher at Warkworth Primary School would be 
invited to switch on the lights, accompanied by a child from the school.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
Minute No. 97 (Defibrillator Familiarisation Event), Cllr Dr Hobrough reported that this had now been 
set up at the School for Wednesday 21 November at 3.30 pm. Cllr Galilee would inform relevant 
businesses.  
 
Minute No. 102.4 (Correspondence), Cllr Black reported that she had written to the prospective 
resident who had confirmed they were progressing with the house purchase.  
 
Minute No. 103.4 (Information items), Cllr Watson reported back on the meeting with Colin Barnes from 
Northumberland Estates and confirmed that residents had not been consulted regarding the Birling 
back road, the tenancy of land behind the football pitch had been sorted and there had been no 
permission given to the caravan site for the use of the road by heavy vehicles.  
 
110. Standing Items  
110.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
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Cllr Galilee outlined recent events. The project was moving on though the original plan had had to be 
adapted due to problems being encountered with both walls. As discussed at the last meeting, two trees 
had now been felled and most of the general repointing had been done. The rebuilding of the wall at 
Abbeyfield was going well and the quality of the work was good. Additional costs had been incurred for 
the tree surgeon, including stump grinding, of around £6,500, and for the archaeologist of around 
£2,000. The traffic management costs were not yet known. These additional costs had been flagged up 
with Parish Council members as they had become known. He had a meeting with HPR the following 
week to review progress and the cost implications and he would report back after that. There was a 
good chance that works would still be finished by the end of October.  Cllr Dr Hobrough reported that 
there should be sufficient funds in the budget, accounting for these additional costs.  
 
Cllr Galilee advised that he understood the Church were thinking about planting more trees in the 
churchyard and hoped there would be some consultation with the Parish Council on this. 
 
 
111. Street Lighting Update  
Cllr Black reported back on the meeting held on 20 September with the street lighting engineer to 
discuss streetlamp placement. All existing lights would be removed from buildings and quotations were 
still awaited. There had been some concerns expressed by residents which had been responded to on 
an individual basis.   
 
Cllr Watson advised that he would contribute his £10,000 County Council members’ small schemes 
funding for 2019-20, leaving £18,000 for the Parish Council to fund. He had agreed a staged payment 
with the County Council of £9,000 pa annum for two years meaning this could be precepted. He 
believed no interest would be incurred, though this was still to be confirmed. Regarding the use of back 
plates on the lamp heads, the street engineer had warned that this would result in the appearance of 
“black patches” on the pavement.  
 
 
112. Village Parking Public Consultation  
The consultation event had been held on 25 September and had been rather lively. Comments could be 
submitted until 20 October. Comment was made that a comprehensive survey of the large scale parking 
requirement in the village was needed before progress could be made on any other areas.  
 
 
113. Visit to Northumbrian Water Pumping Station  
Councillors Black, Dr Hobrough, Cashmore, Lilley and Wilson had visited the NWL Treatment Works on 
25 September which had been very informative. A contact had been set up to let the Clerk know when 
any additional work was being done. 
 
114. Coquet Estuary Vision 
Cllr Watson reported that the project was not about removing weirs but about what could be done on 
the salt marsh side of the river and perhaps one or two other areas. They were also looking at the 
possibility of willow planting all the way round to improve stability and were happy to come and speak to 
the Parish Council when they had firm proposals. It was agreed that Councillor Dr Hobrough would 
attend the first meeting of the Steering Group on 16 October to represent the Parish Council.  
 
 
115. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Shepherd: the appearance of the Woodlands fence had already been reported but it also needed some 
repair. A signpost out of the village was also needed about the new speed limit. Councillor Watson advised 
this would be picked up as part of the village parking review.  
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to raise fence maintenance with 
contractor. 

Clerk 

 
Cllr Cashmore: There was still an issue about the security of the fence around the  play area which he felt 
was totally inadequate. This had been raised at the meeting with Cussins representatives and it had been 
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understood that this would be actioned to ensure that it was safe. The Chair reported that residents had done 
an open letter of complaint to Cussins regarding the various outstanding issues. Drains were only now being 
put in and the sewer tanker was visiting every day which was causing a lot of odours and consequent 
complaints.  
 
Cllr Cashmore also reported that the path down the side of Beal Bank was very overgrown with vegetation 
and ivy. In addition, there was a seat on the corner of Morwick Road/Watershaugh Road where the metal 
columns had degraded quite badly  
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to raise overgrowth issues on Beal 
Bank with NCC  

Clerk 

Clerk to raise seating issue with contractor Clerk 
Clerk to raise safety issues re the SUDS 
area and sewage issues with Cussins  

Clerk 

 
Cllr Elliott: the C101 was finally about to be resurfaced. 
 
Cllr Wilson: The County Council had done a thorough job clearing the weeds on Castle Street which she 
had reported to the last meeting.  This would be fed back to Neighbourhood Services.  
 

Cllr Lilley: His report had been circulated by email, but he also asked that when the posts were put in 
at The Stanners that the trees were also staked at the same time. In addition, there was an old derelict 
table which belonged to the Parish Council in need of disposal. It was agreed that Cllrs Lilley and 
Gibson would arrange its disposal and the Parish Council would look to replace it in the Spring.  
 
 
116. County Councillor Report 

 A directional sign to Guildens Road had been erected at the entrance to Montagu Avenue 
which he had reported to the enforcement officer. 

 He suggested that a sign be erected on the black lamppost at the exit from Dial Place directing 
cars to the Beach Road car park for those who hadn’t been able to find a space at Dial Place. 
Members were asked to look at this to see whether they felt it was appropriate.  

 He was actively pursuing a complete resurfacing of Dial Place, and possibly The Stanners, as it 
was likely that there would be some roads repainting done after the village parking exercise 
was finished.  

 There would be a new lamppost on the triangle at the top of Castle Street flush against the wall 
as part of the street lighting programme which would go some way towards lighting up the 
Castle.  

 
 
117. Planning  
117.1 Planning Applications: 
 
18/03368/FUL | Change of Use of former Parish Rooms to domestic dwelling. External alterations. 
Demolition of single storey rear addition. Rebuild to a smaller footprint. Remove section of rear flat roof 
utility. | 13 Dial Place Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0UR No Objections 
 
18/03369/LBC | Application for Listed Building Consent and Change of use of former Parish Rooms to 
domestic dwelling. External alterations to comprise the careful demolition of the single storey rear 
addition in disrepair and rebuild to a smaller footprint in sympathetic materials. Other alterations to 
comprise the removal of a section of the rear flat roof utility and store addition, whilst a new rear link is 
propose to improve the layout. Internal alterations are also proposed to the internal layout at ground 
floor which is mainly to openings whilst the first floor layout remains the same. | 13 Dial Place 
Warkworth NE65 0UR No Objections 
 
18/03475/LBC | Replacement of windows with double doors and internal alterations | 44 Castle Street 
Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0UN No objections 
 
117.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
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Noted.  
 
 
118. Finance: 
118.1  Current Balances £90,222.20 Treasurers Account, £87,585.80 Instant Access Account as at 

10 September 2018 
 

118.2. Payments for Approval: 
 Clerk Salary and expenses 

September 2018 
£253.47 

 HMRC PAYE £54.60 
 Solstice Heritage 4 days archaeological 

watching brief 
£1152.00 

 Patrick Parsons Site meeting £450.00 
 BT Openreach Telephone line 

removal and 
reinstatement x 2 

£380.16 (payment 
made by BACS) 

 North Northumberland Hospice 
Care  

Donation agreed at 
Sept meeting 

£100.00 

 A.M. Electrics Electrical installation 
work for 2017 
Christmas lights 

£2280.00 

 TP Jones  Payroll services July – 
Sept  

£57.60 

 D. Orange  Churchyard Walls tree 
work 

£4908.32 

 Northumberland Estates  Rent for land at Beach 
Road  

£150.00 

 
118.3.  Receipts: 

 
10.08.18 TSB Interest £3.72  

 
118.4: Finance Advisory Group 

Cllr Dr Hobrough reported as follows:- 
 

Churchyard Walls 

 It was expected that the project would come in under budget though there were still some bills 
to come in.   

 It was felt that funding should be set aside for a rolling maintenance programme and advice 
would be sought as to how much was appropriate for inclusion in future years’ budgets.  

Christmas Lights 
 The bill for 2017 lights had now been received and was included in October’s payments 

(£2280). 2018 costs would not be as high. There was £5,429 in earmarked funds for this. 
 

Play Area 

 There was a balance currently of almost £5000 with £6,676 in earmarked funds also. The 
recent inspection had not highlighted any major issues. This budget could be called on to 
supplement other budgets should the need arise.  

 

Bank Account 

 It was felt appropriate to review current banking arrangements, specifically: 
o Move to another bank with better interest rates 
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o Internet banking to be investigated 
o Need for account with a card (£500 max spend) 
o No charges 
o Additional signatory 

 The Clerk would prepare a report for the November meeting 
 

Grant Policy 

 There was a need for this to be reviewed to ensure rigorous and consistent application of 
criteria. 

 It was suggested that applications were considered 4 x per year by the Finance Group, and 
then recommendations made to the full PC.  

 The new policy to be implemented from the AGM in May with appropriate delegations made 
to the Finance Sub Group.  

 Cllr Shepherd and Clerk were to look at best practice/other examples of PC Grant Policies 
for recommendations to the PC meeting which set the precept.  
 

Cllr Watson felt that dividing consideration of the applications into four sessions would bring its 
own problems in terms of allocating the budget across the year, and felt that the existing 
arrangements were adequate.  
 

Budget General 
 The contingency fund needed to be more robust 

 There was more detail needed of what items of expenditure fell within each budget 
heading. The Clerk would investigate this. 

 The Clerk would establish the number of new houses from NCC before the precept was 
set. 

 
 

119. Correspondence Received: 
  119.1: Overview of improvement schemes in Northumberland 
  119.2: Letter from resident in response to Warkworth Experimental Parking Restrictions 
  119.3: Changes to refuse collection routes  
  119.4: Signage A1068 Braid - the request from Amble Town Council was agreed. 
  119.5: Letter of thanks from Warkworth and Amble District RBL for contribution  
  119.6: Consultation: Council Tax Support Scheme  

 119.7: Amble Sword Dance Weekend 12-14 July 2019 – there were no objections from the PC. 
The issue would be referred to NCC in case any performance licences were required.  

 119.8: A letter of appreciation had been received from the Friends of Alnmouth Station for the 
Parish Council’s longstanding support. They had received a gold award in the Northumbria in 
Bloom Awards for the sixth consecutive year.  

 119:9: The joint meeting between the North Northumberland LAC and Parish Councils on 18 
October would be attended by Cllrs Black and Dr Hobrough, and the PCC meeting on 19 
October would be attended by Cllrs Black and Galilee with apologies from Cllr Watson.  

 
 
120.  Information Items: 

120.1: NALC Enews 11 Sept 2018 
  120.2: NALC Enews 25 Sept 2018 
  120.3:Feedback on Town and Parish Council Liaison Group  
  120.4: North Northumberland LAC Meeting 20 Sept 2018 
  120.5: NALC AGM 29 Sept 2018 
  120.6: CAN News Sept 2018 

   
 
 
121. Items for next meeting 

 Bank account arrangements 
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122. Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Thursday, 1 November 2018 at 6.30 pm.  
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


