
EMBLETON QUARRY STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on 1 October 2018 

Chairman:- Terry Howells 

Committee:- Ian Brown, Simon Doughty, Ray Imeson, Gary Woodburn 

Volunteers:- Jean Doughty 

Apologies for Absence:- David Cooper, Denise Metcalfe, Lisa Pearson, John Young 

Declaration of Interest:- None 

Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting of 20 August 2108:- Agreed 

Matters Arising:- Terry explained that he had sent a copy of the Environmental Agency bill 

to Ian Robson (AONB) as requested but had not heard anything back from him. A discussion 

followed as to whether the lake overflowed at anytime and also if the overflow was clear or 

blocked. Gary said that the level of the lake did vary. Terry said he would contact the 

landowner at the east end of the lake to see if we could have access to check that the overflow 

was clear. Ian had contacts in the Environmental Agency and he would look into the bill. 

Terry said he would send him a copy of invoice. 

Purchase of Notices:-Simon said he had visited a Sign Making company in Morpeth called 

Spotty Dog signs. He had spoken with a gentleman there about the signs we were looking to 

put in the quarry. He quoted the prices for the various sizes and how they were made. He 

advised the meeting that the signs would last about 5 years before needing replacing. This did 

not include posts and fitting. It was suggested that a photo of Dunstanburgh Castle was 

shown on the sign along with wording. After some discussion it was decide that Simon would 

do a mock up and send it to Terry so he could forward it to the Berwick Signmakers for a 

comparison of price. The wording suggested for the sign was No Dog Fouling, Water Deep 

and Undrinkable and Leave the flowers for others to enjoy. It was also discussed about 

having 2 signs near the cliff edge showing a man falling over the cliff. 

Hedging/Fencing progress:- Simon informed the meeting that he was collecting the 



Hawthorn hedging on 8 October. He said the hedge would be up to the pile of stones near the 

gate leaving a gap for the people from Whinstone View use that as an access to the rest of 

the village. He also said that he would settle the bill on collection and then claim it back. 

Gary and Ian had enquired about getting hedging from the Woodland Trust. It was suggested 

that it may be suitable for the gap towards the North end of Whinstone View as it would not 

need the same degree of maintenance as the hedge by the main gate. Ian said he had been 

contacted by someone connected to the guides to see if the guides could do some planting. 

Application for Grants:- As the application to the National lottery Awards for All had been 

unsuccessful Ian had offered to look at the original application and possibly try again. Simon 

said he would forward the application details and rejection notice to him. Gary talked about 

the Countryside Stewardship Scheme but it seems that we would not be successful there as 

they do not do grants for machinery. Terry said that he had a list of Trusts that may be able to 

assist. 

 

Conflict with AONB/NCC:- Terry advised the meeting that he had received correspondence 

from David Feige (NCC). It seems that after the last meeting, which Ian Robson (AONB) 

attended, he went to NCC and related what had been said. It appears that there is some 

“confusion” regarding the management plan and design for quarry. Terry said that the 

management plan had not been agreed by NCC. A discussion followed and it was decided 

that a meeting should be arranged with David Feige and the Quarry Committee to sort things 

out. Terry said he would follow this up. 

Site Layout:- Simon produced a copy of a plan of the quarry and showed a possible route 

away from the north end of the lake that Gary had concerns over people disturbing nesting 

birds in the spring. Simon suggested blocking off the existing path but Gary suggested that if 

the new path was mown and kept mown and the old one left to overgrow it should solve the 

problem. Simon advised the Committee that he and Jean would be at the quarry on 2 October 

at 2.00p.m. Gary and Ian said they would be there and maybe go round the site and see where 



the paths go and how we can enhance various places. 

Simon explained that the Management Plan showed 2 areas which should have priority, Area 

1 by the cliff and Area 2 at the south edge. He said that he had started clearing the brambles 

in Area 2 and he had more than half done. The ragwort had been more or less cleared and a 

large amount of Montbretia had also been cleared. 

Terry advised the meeting that he had not received the photos from Adam Gilroy that he had 

taken with his drone. He would contact Melissa to see if she would push Adam for them. 

Work for Volunteers:- Simon advised the Committee that 2 of the volunteers had been 

attending most Sundays but we needed more and also the lack of equipment could be 

deterring others. Ray said that he had looked at buying an old Oxford Alyn Scythe but it 

appeared to be a scam but suggested that maybe a trip to the Tractor Show at Brunton at the 

end of October may prove useful. If there was anything viable up to £200 it may be worth 

consideration. 

Any other Business:- Jean said that when she had been working in the quarry people would 

stop and ask what was going on. When she explained the plans they would say that they did 

not want much change just make it easier for them to get around. 

Gary asked if the Committee knew what was happening with Quarry House as the area in and 

around it was full of wildlife and he was concerned that if everything was “bulldozed” the 

wildlife would disappear. Terry said that the Parish Council had not received a Planning 

Application for it so he assumed things were still going on. He also advised the Committee 

that it was the responsibility of the new owner to put up a fence. 


