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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 6 September 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. 
Lilley, J.G. Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
4 members of the public were present 

  
85.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Shepherd. 
 
 
86. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Galilee declared an interest in item 6.1 on the agenda, advising that he had previously 
engaged David Orange for tree work still to be undertaken. Councillor Dr Hobrough declared a similar 
interest, and also in item 8 as a resident of St Lawrence’s Terrace.   
 
 
87. Public Questions 
A resident queried the reason for the receipt of £2,500 as listed in the agenda letter. The Chair 
explained that this had been the Parish Council’s share of a receipt for the use of the Beach Road car 
park recently, (which the PC leased), by a tv film crew.   
 
 
88. Minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 
89. Matters Arising 
The Chair reported that an offer had now been made for a visit to the NWL pumping station. Members 
agreed that 25 September 2018 was the most suitable date, and that the Chair would finalise the 
arrangements.  
 
It was noted that an information piece on dog fouling had been submitted to The Pelican for publication 
and added to the Parish Council website. 
 
 
90. Standing Items  
90.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Councillor Galilee provided an update. Works had begun as planned on 28 August, pedestrian access 
had been maintained as the first section of the wall was dismantled and HPR were running a very tidy 
site. Patrick Parsons had advised that in light of the very large roots from a sycamore tree on the north 
side of the churchyard, the rest of the wall needed to be dismantled to ground level and that the tree 
should be felled as it was still growing. They had then assessed the tree in the NW corner of the 
churchyard and recommended that that also be felled, and a meeting had been held on site that 
morning to discuss the position. 
 
The Chair sought member endorsement of action taken to engage the services of an archaeologist to 
maintain a watching brief in the event of any bones or artefacts being discovered, which members 
agreed. This was an additional cost to the project. To date, nothing of note had been unearthed. 
 
The Chair then reported back on the site meeting held that morning, which had been attended by 
Councillors Black, Elliott and Galilee, HPR staff Kevin Dunn and Andrew Whitfield, NCC Planning 
Officer Esther Ross, and NCC Tree officer Barry Wilson. Two areas were inspected and assessed. On 
the north side, partial dismantling of the wall had revealed a secondary and possible original wall, and 
the structure of the tree roots which were approx. 150mm thick. Patrick Parsons’ engineer had advised 
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the removal of further courses of stone and the removal of a tree, which Barry Wilson had supported 
following investigation. 
 
On the west side where the wall bulged into The Stanners, Barry Wilson had noted evidence of the tree 
showing signs of regression. He had also commented on the likely size and extent of the roots, the 
prominence of the tree and its aesthetic importance. Although the regression could go on for another 50 
years, he felt the risk to the public of the wall and/or the tree collapsing was significant. He had 
acknowledged the engineer’s advice that the wall must be taken down and rebuilt in line with the rest of 
the wall, and that this would mean cutting the tree roots back severely which would threaten its survival. 
He had therefore regretfully advised that there was no alternative but to fell the tree, and the planning 
officer had agreed. However, on the positive side, the removal of the sycamore would expose the 
magnificent copper beech as well as enhancing the view of the Church, and would result in a safe wall 
and roadway. Both trees would be felled at ground level and the stumps ground out.  
 
Members acknowledged that this would increase the costs of the project but also that the works were 
essential in light of the expert advice given. It was also noted that telephone wires had been exposed 
which would need to be dealt with by BT. Regarding the tree removal, Patrick Parsons were already 
monitoring the Church tower for any potential movement as a result of the works, and it was likely that 
the road and footpath would need to be closed during the felling. The temporary traffic regulation order 
process had therefore been commenced, which the Parish Council endorsed. 
 
Members acknowledged that the tree removals would be of concern to many people in the village, but 
accepted that it was unavoidable. The required actions and the reasons for them would need to be 
widely communicated to the village, including the PC noticeboard and website, pubs and the post office.   
 
Agreed that:- 
 
(a) the action taken to engage the services of an archaeologist to maintain a watching brief be 
endorsed; 
 
(b) the action required to fell the trees as indicated, in light of expert advice provided, and including 
action required on footpath and road closures, be agreed; and 
 
(c) the action required to deal with exposed telephone wires by BT be agreed. 
 
91. Street Lighting Update  
A meeting had been held between the Chair and Vice Chair and Gavin Barlow of NCC to discuss the 
details of the proposed lighting scheme following the Parish Council’s decision at the last meeting. 
Quotes were to be sought from additional suppliers with the aim of reducing costs, and Councillor 
Watson had pledged £10,000 from his 2019-20 NCC member small schemes funding. It was hoped that 
the cost to the PC could be spread over two financial years which would allow it to be precepted. It was 
expected that work would commence in the new year, and it was noted that lights would be removed 
from houses and Christmas lights connections put in.  
 
It was suggested that LED lanterns should be used which threw light outwards onto the street rather 
than back towards residences. A site meeting had been set up with the lighting engineer for the morning 
of 20 September, and this was one of the issues which would be discussed with her. Any member who 
was available that morning was welcome to attend.  
 
A query was raised about the contribution from NCC regarding their allocation of £3,500 for the 
replacement lighting programme. As it had become apparent that new heads were not possible due to 
wayleaves restrictions and that full standards were required, it was felt that clarification needed to be 
sought from NCC about the extent of their contribution, and it was agreed that this would be pursued by 
Councillor Watson. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Cllr Watson 
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92. Village Parking – Public Consultation Details  
Details had recently been received from NCC about the proposed experimental parking restrictions, 
which included a public consultation event on 20 September 2018 in the Memorial Hall between 2.30 
pm and 7.30 pm when the detailed proposals would be on display. The public were encouraged to get 
involved and Council Officers would be on hand to answer any questions. It was stressed that this was 
still a consultation, and that no firm decisions had been made. It was therefore important that local 
views were made known. Cllr Watson advised that he had asked the highways engineer to look at a 
number of other issues including a speed bump at the Morwick Road/Guilden Road junction, a 
“pedestrians crossing” sign on the approach to Birling, a give way ahead sign at the bottom of Beal 
Bank, pedestrians and farm vehicles signs at Low Buston and “no camper vans” at The Stanners.  
 
Members agreed that individual comments from members should be made to the consultation. 
Comments submitted during the consultation would result in a proposed scheme, which the PC could 
then consider. Members agreed that the consultation process and event should be publicised as much 
as possible. 
 

Agreed Action 

Current position noted and members to 
submit comments as appropriate 

All 

 
 
93. Use of The Stanners by Vehicles and Visitors 
Following the discussion at last month’s meeting, members reiterated their concerns regarding the 
amount of parking on The Stanners. Vehicles were parking on the picnic area even when there was 
space in the designated spaces and there were concerns about pedestrian safety at busy times. Cllr 
Watson had made an informal enquiry regarding the cost of some amelioration works to restrict 
vehicular access to the river side. Fifteen wooden posts placed strategically between the trees and 
benches would cost around £420 plus VAT. Extension of the grasscell parking area by around 220 sq 
metres would cost around £5,320 plus VAT.  
 
Members agreed that there was a need to prevent further degradation of The Stanners area, to prevent 
it from becoming simply a car park and maintain it as a picnic area, and to protect the river edge and 
bank. Whilst it was noted that such measures would reduce the number of overall spaces by around 
ten, it was felt that this was justifiable in the circumstances. It was agreed that a plan of where the posts 
would be located would be drawn up by Cllrs Watson and Black with the contractor and that clarification 
would be sought by the Clerk of whether a further quote was needed.  Work to extend the grasscell 
area would be postponed until after the church wall work was completed. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
 
94. Height Restrictive Barriers to Beach Road Car Park and Use by Camper 
Vans/Motorhomes  
Members generally agreed that The Stanners and Dial Place were not appropriate places for large 
vehicles such as camper vans and motorhomes to park and such vehicles should use the Beach Road 
car park, but not for parking overnight. The issue was how to enforce such a restriction. It was agreed 
that “no overnight parking” signs would at least discourage the advertising on the internet as an area 
where wild camping was permissible. It was noted that facilities were provided at such areas on the 
continent and members felt that advice should be sought from NCC about where there were such 
provision of facilities for overnight stays.  
 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to arrange procurement of appropriate 
signage and seek advice from NCC 
regarding facilities for overnight stays.  

Clerk 
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95. Maintenance: - fence from Woodlands to The Sun and bus shelter at Beal Bank 
An estimate had been received from Steve Thirlwell for maintenance to the Woodlands fence totalling a 
maximum of £1165. Members supported this, subject to sufficient funding being available.  
 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to seek quotes for the repainting of the 
Woodlands bus shelter and arrange for the 
maintenance work to be done with Steve 
Thirlwell on the Woodlands fence following 
completion of the churchyard walls work. 

Clerk 

 
 

96. Planning for Christmas Light Switch On  
The date for this had already been set for 23 November 2018. It was noted that no bill had yet been 
received from the electrician for last year’s lights and it was agreed that this be formally sought by the 
Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council. Cllr Watson reported that an offer had been made by a local 
benefactor to pay for the village Christmas tree this year, which was welcomed.  Members were asked 
to consider who should be invited to switch on the lights. 
 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to seek bill for 2017 Christmas lights. Clerk 

 
97. Defibrillator Familiarisation Event 
Members considered the best time and location for a familiarisation event, given that the possible 
participants would likely include staff working in local pubs and businesses. It was agreed that Cllr 
Galilee would flag this up with them and report back to the Parish Council  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Cllr Galilee 

 
 
98. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Cllr Lilley:  

• An old table in the corner of the playing field was in a poor state of repair and should be scrapped.  

• The path down the back of Morwick Road was now very overgrown and a depression in the road 
needed repair. 

 

Agreed Action 

Action as above 
Clerk to raise footpath issues with 
NCC/Northumbrian Water 

Cllr Lilley 
Clerk 

  
Cllr Gibson: a couple of playpark fence posts were rotten – he could replace these. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Cllr Gibson 
 
Cllr Dr Hobrough:  

• He was maintaining a watching brief on the riverbank 

• Changes at the School had been completed over the summer with a new “safe area” entrance 
created at the school and additional space created within the building.  

 
Cllr Wilson:  

• She had received a complaint about the amount of weeds on Castle St. 

• The fence behind the car park at the bottom of Brewery Lane was in need of repair. 
 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to raise with NCC and Barry Knox Clerk 
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Cllr Watson: The lack of adoption of lights and highways in new estates was an issue which he would raise 
with NCC.   
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Cllr Watson 
 
 

99. County Councillor Report 

• A letter had been received from the Warkworth International Relations Group in New Zealand 
regarding a proposed get together of the Warkworths of the world. This would be shared with 
the PCC. 

• He was hosting a Civic Head carol service on 7 December involving children from Warkworth 
Primary and James Calvert Spence College. The PC would be invited to this. 

• He had previously raised the issue of steps from the layby on Rotary Way down to the weir. 
The wood would cost £150 and he asked for support of £100 from the PC. Rotary Club would 
also contribute. This was agreed.  

 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to arrange payment Clerk 

 
100. Planning  
100.1 Planning Applications: 
18/02110/FUL/ Proposed new holiday accommodation/ Land west of 13 Heatherleazes, Lingfield Close 
Warkworth (comments had already submitted from PC). The Clerk advised that revised plans had been 
submitted by the applicant. 
Agreed that the current position be noted. 
 
100.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted.  
 
101. Finance: 
101.1  Current Balances £59,964.06 Treasurers Account, £87,582.08 Instant Access Account as at 1 

August 2018 
 
101.2 Payments Approved: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
August 2018 

£241.28 

 HMRC PAYE £49.60 

 Steve Thirlwell Brownlow seat 
refurbishment and 
repair 

£422.16 

 NCC Installation of 
defibrillator signs 

£67.21 

 Newcastle Diocesan Registry  Court fees payable on 
issue of a Faculty to 
repair Churchyard 
walls and remove 
trees 

£293.80 

 NCC Pruning of trees at 
cemetery 

£122.60 

 Solstice Heritage Archaeological 
watching brief St 
Lawrence’s 
Churchyard Walls 

£906.72 

 Northumberland Estates Rent for land at the 
Market Cross  

£10.00 

 Northumberland Estates Rent for land at The 
Butts 

£25.00 
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 Northumberland Estates Rent for land west of 
the cricket ground 

£50.00 

 PKF Littlejohn External audit fees £360.00 

 
101.3.  Receipts: 

01.08.18 Northd Estates Fee for use of Beach 
car park 

£2,500.00 

10.07.18 TSB Interest £3.60 

03.09.18 NCC Precept £34,850.00 

 
101.4: Finance Advisory Group - Date of Meeting  
This would be arranged.  
Cllr Dr Hobrough raised the New Homes Bonus issue, which the Government had advised should go to 
local areas where building was affecting communities. Clarification needed to be sought from NCC 
about how much of this funding had been received for the Parish of Warkworth and where it had gone, 
as it appeared to being absorbed by the County Council. Cllr Watson had queried this previously with 
NCC and had been told that this went into the general fund, and that this was a recommendation from 
the Government, not an instruction.  
 
Members agreed that NCC be requested to identify a figure of New Homes Bonus funding received for 
the Parish. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
101.5: Bank Account Fourth Signatory 
This would be considered if a decision was made to move the PC’s accounts to another bank.   
 
101.6: Conclusion of External Audit 2017-18 
The Clerk referred to the “Conclusion of Audit” documents received from PKF Littlejohn, which had 
been circulated to members.  During the external inspection of the accounts by the Auditors, no 
concerns had been raised and there were no matters arising from the audit review. A “Notice of 
conclusion of audit” would now be prepared and published.  
Agreed that the 2017-18 accounts be formally adopted.  

 
102.  Correspondence Received: 
102.1: Request for support Crohns and Colitis UK - Noted 
102.2: Temporary Timber works at the Amble Half Tide Weir – Northumberland Rivers Trust – Noted  
102.3: Request for Financial Support North Northumberland Hospice Care - Agreed £100 donation 
102.4: An email had been received from a prospective resident regarding an unwelcome response she 
had received from a local on a visit to the area whilst househunting with her mother, who was originally 
from Warkworth. A holding response had been sent by the Clerk, and it was agreed that a further 
response would be made by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Cllr Black 

 
102.5: An email had been received from a resident regarding safety concerns for pedestrians on the 
A1068 road to Birling and requesting that a footpath be provided. Members were sympathetic to the 
concerns and the request, but noted that there was nothing the Parish Council could do other than pass 
the request on to NCC and advise that signs would be erected on the approach to Warkworth from the 
north, following a request from Cllr Watson. 

 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 
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103.  Information Items: 
103.1: NALC Annual Report 2017-18 and AGM Notification 
103.2: CAN News Summer 2018  
103.3: NALC ENews 28 August 2018 
103.4: The Chair reported that a meeting had been arranged between herself and the Vice Chair, and 
Colin Barnes from Northumberland Estates, to discuss a number of issues regarding the back road to 
Birling, including the question of granting formal access to caravans to use the road.  

   
104. Items for next meeting 
None were reported. 

 
105. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Thursday, 4 October 2018 at 6.30 pm.  

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


