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At a meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 4 April 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, J. Watson and 
H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
7 members of the public were present 

  
224. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Galilee, Gibson and Shepherd.  
 
225. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Dr Hobrough advised that he may need to declare an interest in item 8 on the agenda as a 
governor at Warkworth Primary School.  
 
226. Public Questions 
226.1 Mr Atkinson queried whether there were any plans for Warkworth to have a village entry sign, 
such as at Hipsburn and Acklington. This would be raised with NCC Highways.  
 

Agreed Action 
Query with NCC Clerk 

 
226.2 Mr Kelly advised that he had now received a response from Northumberland Estates (NE) 
regarding the land north of his property and had been advised by them that the area exceeded the area 
which the Parish Council had wanted to maintain. The Chair confirmed that no firm decision had been 
made by the Parish Council about the extent of this area and this needed further discussion with NE. Mr 
Kelly asked whether this could be pursued by the Chair with NE and he would do the same, to confirm 
the exact area involved.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Chair 

 
226.3 A resident asked again about the painted cycle lines on Beal Bank which had been raised at the 
last meeting. She had tackled a cyclist about misuse recently and had received a hostile response. The 
issue had been reported to NCC by the Clerk but no work had been done yet. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would follow it up.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
227. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council held on 7 March 2019 be approved and confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
228. Matters Arising 
Minute No. 206.1 The Chair read a response from NCC Countryside team which advised that there had 
been a misunderstanding/miscommunication between NCC and the landowners, and which confirmed 
that the landowner did not have responsibility to undertake repairs to Footpath 46. When the issue had 
been clarified and the landowners made aware that the responsibility for any repair works lay with the 
County Council, they then declined to undertake any works. The Countryside team were in the process 
of devising a minimal intervention scheme to re-provide public access along the section of path which 
had slipped, and were in discussions with the Environment Agency about this. Subject to finance, it was 
hoped to undertake works over the spring/summer. The Support Group were not being asked to get 
involved in the works. 
 
Minute No. 206.5 This had been reported to the Highways Inspector.  
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Minute No.208: This had been done and was being dealt with under the Council’s complaints 
procedure. Members would be kept informed. Regarding the NCC compound, an estimate was being 
sought for a full height gate. 
 
Minute No. 213: The Chair had spoken to Bill Pringle about the strimmer guards and advised that they 
were there to protect the operatives. However, he had agreed to go and talk to the team when they 
started work. It was commented that some of the gravestone damage had been there a long time.  
 
Minute No. 220.1: A positive response had been received to the Clerk’s communication from Coquet 
Shorebase regarding parking at The Stanners.  
 
229. Standing Items  
229.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Galilee was not present but it was noted that the next round of works was scheduled for September.  
 
230. Finance/Neighbourhood Plan Group Report 
There had not been a meeting of the Finance Group since the last PC meeting, but Cllr Dr Hobrough 
advised that a meeting would be arranged to discuss the grants policy again. A public meeting had 
been arranged for Tuesday 7 May 2019 at 6.30 pm in the United Reformed Church Hall to inform 
people about the neighbourhood plan process, to get people on board who wanted to be involved and 
to identify areas of interest and importance to the community. This would involve representatives from 
NCC and Lesbury. Members agreed that it was important to reach out to as many different groups as 
possible on this. It was agreed that Cllr Dr Hobrough would compile a list of potential invitees to be 
circulated to all members, so it could be added to as appropriate.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
231. Parking around Warkworth Primary School  
It had been reported that an ambulance had not been able to attend an incident at the building site 
recently. Cllr Dr Hobrough encouraged members and public to contact the headteacher direct with any 
issues, who could then contact all parents via Parentmail. It was noted that parking problems were not 
particular to Warkworth Primary School.  
 
232. Brewery Lane Road Surface  
Deferred to next meeting. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
233. Litterbin Rotary Way 
An email had been received from a resident regarding the litterbin at the layby on Rotary Way now 
being positioned on the path rather than at the top of the bank. It was thought that it had possibly been 
knocked over. She asked whether it would be possible to reposition it nearer to the top of the steps so 
car drivers would be more likely to use it, or to have a bin at both the top and bottom of the steps. It was 
agreed that NCC be approached to see if the bin could be re-positioned.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
234. Accessible Venue for Parish Council Meetings 
Deferred to next meeting. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 
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235. Footpath No.7 Parish of Warkworth 
An email had been received from the Countryside team regarding the funding mentioned at the last 
meeting regarding footpaths in Warkworth. This advised that it was for repairs to the eroded section of 
FP46 towards Coquet Lodge (upstream of the Hermitage landing) which it was hoped could be carried 
out in spring/early summer. Staff would also look at the possibility of improving the sloping sections of 
the Mill Walk path between the Castle ramp and the end of the wood, which had been raised by the 
Parish Council previously.  
 
236. Request for Financial Support – Friends of Alnmouth Station  
Agreed that a donation of £75 be made in support.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
237. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Cllr Lilley: Cllr Lilley’s report had already been emailed. In addition to this, a new hinge was needed on 
the gate to Morwick Road playing field.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: No major issues on riverbank erosion, though one area had dropped a little and 
would go at some point. The path was now clear of water. Warkworth Primary had not received 
planning permission yet. He had attended a Coquet Estuary meeting involving Hull University, the 
AONB and Natural England. Lots of good ideas about improving habitats in the estuary had been 
discussed but no firm decisions made as yet. Another meeting would take place.  
He had had a letter from a resident regarding the wildlife corridor. The Chair reported on recent events. 
A positive response had been made by Cussins and the “corridor” was now stocked with 6’ saplings 
and a lot of under planting. Mr Cussins had confirmed that house purchasers had signed agreements to 
the effect that, whilst this area was within the ownerships of their own properties, it had to remain wild 
and they could not move their fences. This information was welcomed, but it was noted that the hedge 
around the SUDs pond had not yet materialised and the site cabin had now gone. It was agreed that 
the Chair would raise this with Mr Cussins direct.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Chair 

 
Cllr Cashmore: Play area was fine – nothing to report. He had noticed cars parking just before 
Warkworth Bridge just off the yellow lines, which seemed quite dangerous. Cllr Watson suggested that 
NCC be approached to extend the yellow lines as part of the forthcoming traffic proposals and would 
raise this with Bob Hodgeson at their meeting the following day. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Cllr Watson 

 
Cllr Black: The lighting plan for the top of Morwick Road and The Guildens had been received.   
Mr Atkinson asked if there was any information regarding an access path around the Cussins estate. 
The Chair agreed to raise this as another issue with Mr Cussins.  
The King John oak tree had received its first visitors from Walkern in Hertfordshire, where there was 
also a barony tree planted.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Chair 

 
238. County Councillor Report 

 Amble TC had received £390,000 in funding from the Costal Community Team for the national 
bird trail. £200,000 of this was for sculptures and it was suggested that a pelican at the 
Warkworth end would be a good idea.  
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 Councillor Watson was looking to fund a speed hump on the corner of Morwick Road/Guilden 
Road where there was no footpath as there had been some incidents. However, the Highways 
view was that this was an area for HGVs to turn around.  

 He was considering funding a number plate recognition camera on the road between Amble 
and Warkworth from his members’ small schemes allocation. 

 The supermarket planning application for Amble had been passed. This would include a petrol 
station and four other retail outlets on the old industrial estate site.   

 James Calvert Spence College had been identified for investment in the Council’s budget and 
that was being planned for now.  

 Dial Place markings would be done in two halves.  
 The recent sign on The Sun railings had now been removed and there were no planning issues 

with the recent garden activity.  
 
239. Planning  
239.1 Planning Applications 
19/00777/FUL | The erection of one dwelling house | Land East of 12 The Steadings Warkworth 
Northumberland No objections but the design was not felt to be in keeping with the location.  
 
19/00730/FUL | Development of high-quality and inherently sustainable development of 7no. dwellings. 
The existing building on site will be demolished. | Artique At The Marina Marina Arms The Wynd Amble 
Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0HH. It was noted that this was not in the Parish Council’s area but was 
very close to the border. The trees on the frontage were all subject to TPOs and would be preserved. 
No objections 
 
19/00898/FUL | Proposed erection of decorative metal gates, fencing, stables and repair to field shelter 
(retrospective) | Morwick Hall Acklington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9DG and 19/00899/LBC | 
Listed Building Consent No objections  
 
Councillor Watson took no part in the debate on these applications 
 
239.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted. 
 
240. Finance: 
240.1  Current Balances £17,452.33 Treasurers Account, £87,849.93 Instant Access Account as 
at 03 March 2019 
 
240.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
March 2019 

£239.98 

 HMRC PAYE £52.20 
 TP Jones  Payroll preparation 

Jan to Mar 2019 
£57.60 

 Northumberland Theatre 
Company  

Donation agreed 
07.03.19 meeting 

£50.00 

 Becks Groundworks Installation of litterbin 
on The Braid 

£116.40 

 Matthew Nicholls Woodlands Fence 
Works 

£1015.98 

 
A bill had not yet been received for the defibrillator recharging. The possibility of funding for this was 
being sought. Cllr Watson had suggested a conduit for the Christmas light cable at Dial Place and this 
was being investigated. Cllr Lilley suggested that the Christmas lights be put on the next agenda for 
some advance planning. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 
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240.3.  Receipts: 
10.02.19 TSB Interest £74.21 
26.02.19 Village Shop and Post Office Christmas lights 

collection box 
£52.03 

08.03.19 NCC Cllr Jeff Watson 
Members’ Small 
Schemes 
Contribution to 
Heritage Lighting 
Scheme 

£12,080.00 

 
241.  Correspondence Received: 

 241.1: North Northumberland Local Area Council Meeting 21 March 2019 
241.2: AONB Partnership Meeting 13 March 2019 Report - Cllr Dr Hobrough to prepare a 
response. 

  241.3: Coast Care April Activity Plan – Cllr Dr Hobrough had been asked to do some training 
with the organisation. 

 241.4: Letter of thanks from Bailiffgate Museum and Gallery 
 241.5: Letter of thanks from The Pelican 
  241.6: Letter of thanks from Warkworth PCC 
 241.7: Details of grant spending had been received from Litterbugs – acknowledgement and 

thanks to go from Clerk.  
 241.8: An email had been received from an individual who had carried out a residents’ survey 

for Stocksfield Parish Council recently. It was agreed that this should be circulated to all 
members.  

 241.9: An email had been received from Litterbugs regarding the number of discarded dog 
waste bags they had picked up during the recent litter pick. This had been raised with the dog 
warden who advised that she would put extra stickers up and was patrolling at least once a 
week, which would be continued. If anyone had any information on culprits, this should be 
passed on to her with descriptions where possible.  

 241.10: An email had been received asking the Parish Council to consider replacing the bins on 
The Stanners with a covered type such as those on Amble High Street, to avoid litter and 
plastic being blown into the river and washed out to sea. She also thought that an increase in 
the number of bins should be considered as the Stanners was becoming increasingly popular. It 
was agreed that the situation be noted for now.  

 241.11: An email had been received from Northumbrian Water advising that work would be 
carried out soon at their water intake on the Coquet to install special screens to protect 
endangered eel species.  

 
Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk/Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
242.  Information Items: 
 232.1: NALC Enews 20 March 2019 
 232.2: NALC Enews 27 March 2019 
 232.3: NALC Bulletin on meeting with County Officers 
   
243. Items for next meeting 

At Cllr Lilley’s request, a vote was taken on the inclusion of parking as an issue on the next 
agenda. The vote was FOR: 2; AGAINST: 4. It was therefore agreed not to include it.  
 

 Christmas Lights  

 Brewery Lane road surface 
 Accessible venue for PC meetings 
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244. Date and Time of Next Meeting  

  Thursday 2 May 2019 at 6.30 pm.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.02 pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


