Brinkburn and Hesleyhurst Parish Council
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on: 		14th May 2019
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		7.00 p.m.
Present:	David Owen (DO), Steven Bray (SB), Jackie Scarpa (JS), Vicky Knox (VK)Vincent Milburn (VM)
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes

DO opened the meeting at 7.21 p.m.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Apologies for Absence. Mark Fenwick (MF)
2. Any Other Business agreed to be addressed in 15 below
a. Northumberland National Park Draft Local Plan
b. Climate Action Northumberland Petition
c. Parish Website updates
d. Request for dog bin at the Anglers
e. Tour of West Sleekburn Recycling Facility
f. Weed Control
g. Local Councillor Census
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.
4. Matters arising out of Minutes. 
a. Co-option of Parish Councillors. This was now a priority given that we had now received notice that VK was to stand down in September. There would now be one vacancy for Brinkburn and one for Hesleyhurst.  This needed to be resolved by September and members were asked to consider possible candidates and inform DO so that he could follow this up.										Action: ALL
b. Parish Noticeboard. This had now been totally refurbished and looked very good. Mike Evans had done the work for £92. The PC expressed its thanks to Mike.
c. Mia Harding Trip to Mexico. JS had received Mia’s report and now needed to upload this onto the Webpage.   Action: JS
d. Light Pollution from Longframlington. The cause of this was from the new Miller Development and more significantly from farm buildings. DO and the Clerk had met with Graham Fremlin, Chair of Longframlington PC to discuss the issue. It would seem the best solution to the farm lights was the installation of light sensors and adjustment to the beam which would greatly improve the situation. It had been agreed that DO contact the farmer directly but as VM knew him personally he had agreed to do this. VM to inform DO of the outcome. Unlikely that anything could be done about the light from the Miller development as this had recently gained Planning Approval and was using approved LED lighting.												Action: VM
e. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) Audit. Nothing further. Other council business has had to take precedence over this.
f. Electric car charging points (ECCPs). Clerk had received no further information. The proposal to put a slow charging point at the old BT telephone exchange was not acceptable as this type of charger was not suitable to passing commuters. The Longframlington Memorial Hall was a much better solution for local people. NCC had now taken over the responsibility in the County for charging points and this meant that electric car owners no longer needed a card to charge their vehicle but there was some concern about how NCC would fund the system after the initial commissioning period. 
5. Correspondence – To receive significant items of correspondence not on agenda 
a. Letters of thanks received for donations from NTC & GNAAS
b. CPRE Spring Newsletter
c. All other items of correspondence were provided in the Correspondence List
6. Planning – See Item 13 re Defibrillator 
7.  Finance
a. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/2019
i. To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. No actions were required. Internal Auditor agreed for the Clerk to discontinue the handwritten Incomes and Expenditure Accounts book in favour of an on-line Receipts and Payments system which can provide the necessary reports for the PCs financial business and AGAR. All in favour. A vote of thanks was recorded to Des Barker for his work as Internal Auditor. Des has agreed to continue this role for 2020/21
ii. The Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed off. 
iii. The Annual Accounts for 2018/2019 were approved:
	Annual Allocation of Income and Expenditure 2018 to 2019

	Opening Bank Account
	1794.07 
	
	

	Precept
	3808.00 
	
	

	Total Precepted Income
	
	5602.07 
	

	Other income
	
	
	

	Interest
	0.00 
	
	

	Donations etc.
	0.00 
	
	

	Empty
	0.00 
	
	

	Capital Receipts
	217.55 
	
	

	General
	0.00 
	
	

	VAT
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Other income
	
	217.55 
	

	Total All Income
	
	5819.62 
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Admin Salary (NET)
	942.31 
	
	

	PAYE
	231.80 
	
	

	Admin expenses
	45.00 
	
	

	Admin General
	277.84 
	
	

	Total Administration Expenditure
	
	-1496.95 
	

	Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	
	

	Insurance
	331.10 
	
	

	Maintenance 
	630.00 
	
	

	Playground
	50.00 
	
	

	JBC
	958.00 
	
	

	Capital Spend
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	-1969.10 
	

	Grant Expenditure
	
	
	

	Grants given
	550.00 
	
	

	S.137
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Grants Payable
	
	-550.00 
	

	Total Other Expenditure
	
	-4016.05 
	

	Net Other Income less Expenditure
	
	
	1803.57 

	Total Council Income less Expenditure
	
	
	1803.57 

	Total Income
	 
	5819.62 
	 

	Total Expenditure
	
	-4016.05 
	 1803.57



iv. The Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances for 2018/19 were approved and signed off.
v. The Certification of Exemption for 2018/19 was approved and signed off.
vi. The Dates for Notice of Public Rights – Mon 17th June -Fri 26th July 2019 were agreed.
b. Receipts, payments and balances since last meeting were approved:
	Payments 
	Receipts

	2018/19 
	
	
	13/03/2019
	Emb.Tce Res As
	Road Fund donation
	100.00

	 
	
	
	13/03/2019
	GNAAS
	Donation
	100.00

	 
	
	
	13/03/2019
	NTC
	Donation
	100.00

	 
	
	
	13/03/2019
	CAB N/land
	Donation
	100.00

	2019/20
	
	
	03/05/2019
	Mike Evans 
	Repairs to noticeboard
	92.00

	01/05/2019
	Precept First half
	1986.50
	14/05/2019
	NALC
	Subs (74.27) Website (75)
	149.27

	 
	
	
	14/05/2019
	Longfram PC
	B&H JBC budget element
	238.00

	 
	 
	1986.50
	 
	 
	Total
	641.27



	Annual Allocation of Income and Expenditure 2019 to 2020 @ 14th May 2019

	Opening Bank/Cash in Hand
	0.00 
	
	

	Precept
	1986.50 
	
	

	Total Precepted Income
	
	1986.50 
	

	Other income
	
	
	

	Total Other income
	
	0.00 
	

	Total All Income
	
	1986.50 
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Admin General
	149.27 
	
	

	Total Administration Expenditure
	
	-149.27 
	

	Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	
	

	Maintenance 
	92.00 
	
	

	JBC
	238.00 
	
	

	Total Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	-330.00 
	

	Grant Expenditure
	
	
	

	Total Grants Payable
	
	0.00 
	

	Total Other Expenditure
	
	-479.27 
	

	Total Council Income less Expenditure
	
	
	1507.23 

	Total Income
	 
	1986.50 
	 

	Total Expenditure
	
	-479.27 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	1507.23 







c. The Bank Reconciliation at 14th May 2019was approved:
	Bank Reconciliation at 14th May 2019
	
	£

	Balance per Bank Statement at 1st May 2019
	
	3790.07

	Unpresented cheques
	
	

	Mike Evans 			00019
	92.00
	

	NALC				00020
	149.27
	

	Longfram Parish Council		00021
	238.00
	

	
	479.27
	- 479.27

	Uncredited Deposits - 
	
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	3310.80

	Balance per cash book 14th May 2019
	
	3310.80















d. Review Clerk’s salary for 2019/20. Last year the PC agreed to award an incremental rise to SCP 17, and to agree a salary increase from 1st April 2018 in line with the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) Annual Salary Awards. This year NJC have produced a new pay scale to start April 2019.  SCP 16 & 17 have been condensed into one salary point LC1 (6). The PC unanimously agreed to accelerate the Clerk’s salary to the new salary point SCP10 raising the hourly rate to £10.79
e. Requests for Funding - None
f. Joint Burial Committee budget payments. Longfram PC request (£238) for first half year had been received. Awaiting invoice from Rothbury PC for first half (£247).
8. Highways
a. Highways and Footpaths Report – (JS)
i. Condition of paths over farmers’ land (JS/VM). It was agreed that JS/VM would use an OS map to divide the footpaths between themselves and then the Clerk to ask the Footpaths Officer to walk the paths with JS/VM.	 Action: JS/VM/Clerk
b. Report on issues raised with Highways Department: The following report was received on 4th April 2019:
‘Bridge at Lee Ford. There are two bridges at this ford, Lee Ford Bog Burn and Lee Ford Forest Burn. They are inspected on a two-year cycle. Both were inspected 11/06/2018 and are due another inspection 11/06/2020. The summary of the last inspections: Both bridges were assessed to be in fair condition with only minor deterioration in the main beams and decking. The Forest Burn bridge has a scoured river channel and deep water adjacent to the east abutment. The upstream outstand of the east abutment is being scoured. The extent of the undercut can only be determined by a diving survey and will need be added to a list of diving surveys by Bridges Team. There was nothing at the time of the inspection to suggest that the severity or extent of the scour would warrant closure of the Forest Burn bridge.’  The Clerk was asked to bring to the attention of Highways the poor condition of the road between Crook Crossing and the Lee Ford.	              Action: Clerk
9. Wingates Wind Farm Community Fund
a. FTP broadband project.t– VK had sent her report to Julia Plinston and a letter of thanks had been received.  C£1000k was still unspent in the fund.
10. Coquetdale Cluster Meeting - (VK/JS)
a. Items for next Cluster Meeting Agenda. The Council agreed that it would like to include an item regarding a communal campaign to address litter and the problem of dog waste bags being discarded around the countryside.      Action: Clerk
11. Joint Burial Committee Reports
a. Longframlington. The JBC had agreed a further contract to lay drainage and footpath at the new cemetery extension. The issue regarding an exhumation of cremated remains was still ongoing.
b. Rothbury. There had not been a meeting of the JBC since the last PC meeting. However, an on-site meeting had been called for a week hence to discuss developments at the cemetery.



Main Issues
12. Maintenance of Playing Field. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Sue Aynsley for arranging the hedge cutting around the playing field.										              Action: Clerk
13. Defibrillator at Embleton Terrace. BT had been very helpful and agreed that they would support the conversion of use of kiosk for a defibrillator and provide free electricity for the first seven years. The PC had objected to NCC in 2015 of the removal of the phone box and it was assumed the phone remained active. However, the BT engineer on inspection found that the supply had been cut, when power had been laid underground to a nearby property and never reconnected. BT were now in contact with the Power Company to ascertain what happened. BT are not prepared to reconnect the power supply themselves. The view was that it was the Power Companies responsibility and that they should reinstate the electricity to the box. Following an approach by the PC to NCC to decommission the phone box, we received a Planning letter seeking the PC’s view on the proposed closure of the BT phone box. Closing date was 14th May but NCC had given us a few days grace. Agreed the Clerk should make Planning comment that the endeavours to reinstate the electricity to the box be completed before the phone is decommissioned.          Action: Clerk With respect to the type of defibrillator, the Community Heartbeat Trust (working in conjunction with BT) had proved very helpful and had some interesting deals including managed solutions to include the ongoing maintenance of the machine. They could also provide a solar powered option if electricity is unable to be restored to the telephone kiosk. The Stephen Carey Fund which had instigated the Coquetdale defibrillator project had not replied to our enquiry.
14. Call for a Rural Strategy. The Rural Services Network (RSN) had launched a campaign calling on the Government to develop a Rural Strategy. RSN are asking all Parish Councils and organisations in Rural Areas to support our call and sign up (on-line) to support the campaign. All in favour.								              Action: Clerk
15. Any Other Business
a. Northumberland National Park Draft Local Plan. NNP were holding special meeting on 15th May to consider the draft plan before formal consultation.  DO/GPR were delegated to make a PC response when the consultation was announced, as the closing date was before the next meeting.							       Action: DO/Clerk
b. Climate Action Northumberland Petition. A non-political group of concerned residents has come together under the banner 'Climate Action Northumberland' to petition Northumberland County Council to declare a Climate Emergency, and to review their policies and practices to pursue the goal of reducing their carbon emissions to zero by 2030.  They were seeking support for their petition from communities across the County to ensure that Northumberland has a sustainable future and contributes to combating the global climate crisis. There was a majority decision to support the petition.	              Action: Clerk
c. Parish Website updates. The Northumberland Parishes website has had several updates including regular reports on our parish’s usage. Usage reports will be received every three months. Members were asked to consider in what ways the website can be populated with relevant material for the Parish.                					Action: ALL
d. Request for dog bin at the Anglers. John Young had asked Trevor Thorne for a dog waste bin for the road outside the Anglers Arms pub.  Trevor Thorne will fund it out of his funds but needed the PC to approve it and send a letter to Trevor to confirm this. All in favour. 									              Action: Clerk
e. Tour of West Sleekburn Recycling Facility. NCC were putting on two tours of the facility on Friday 7th June which would provide a detailed insight how household waste is sorted and recycled. JS, SB and the Clerk indicated their wish to attend.										              		              Action: Clerk
f. Weed Control. NCC were again conducting weed control in public areas. A letter explaining their approach had been received.  There were two issues which the Clerk was asked to follow up with NCC:
i. Ragwort grows within the hedgerows of the public highways and footpaths within the Parish. The PC were keen to know how NCC deals with the problem. This plant is poisonous when it dies off and is a danger to the public and animals.
ii. Use of glyphosate.  Members were concerned to hear that this poisonous weed killer was being used by NCC, as there is strong evidence of this entering watercourses. 						              Action: Clerk
16. Local Councillor Census. Northumberland NALC were again carrying out a survey of local councillors and asked all councillors to participate. Clerk was asked to resend the link to the survey.					              Action: Clerk
17. Items for Next Meeting - None
18. Date of Next Meeting - Tuesday 17th September 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, Longframlington

		
Garth Rhodes
Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB 
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net
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