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At a meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 4 July 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough (part), J. Lilley, J. Watson 
and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
6 members of the public were present 

  
44. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Cashmore and Shepherd. 
 
45. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Galilee declared an interest in planning application 19/01323/FUL Proposed internal 
alteration, partial demolition, and extension to dwelling, Elm House The Butts Warkworth NE65 0SP as 
the owner of a Burgage plot.  
 
46. Public Questions 
The Chair introduced Mr Barry Wilson, a Tree and Woodland Officer for the North area from NCC. Mr 
Wilson had done some pruning work on the trees on Castle Street recently (which the County Council 
were responsible for), where the trees had been impacting directly onto properties. However, it was 
clear that this was making the trees appear a bit one sided and wasn’t dealing with the height. Further 
work was needed to tackle the issue properly, and his recommendation was that pollarding would 
provide an effective solution. This would involve removing some of the crown, meaning new growth 
would be quite upright. Whilst this would look quite extreme initially, members were assured that the 
trees did recover quickly and vigorously, and each tree would be looked at on an individual basis to 
identify the best solution for that tree. Not all trees needed this measure. It was queried whether there 
were any alternatives, but Mr Wilson advised that pollarding would be the best solution because the 
trees were still growing. It would deal with the problems they were causing now and they would still look 
decent in a couple of years. 
 
Members of the public who were present supported the idea of action being taken and felt the trees 
needed to be actively managed. 
 
In response to questions from members, Mr Wilson advised that, whilst he would be speaking to 
planning officers about the work he proposed to do, it was not necessary for him to seek planning 
permission for work on the Council’s own trees. He anticipated that work would be done in the Autumn 
and he would advise the Parish Council in advance of this. He was also happy to liaise with individuals 
to identify the best pollarding points for each tree.  
 
Members acknowledged that trees could be a very emotive issue, but recognised that taking no action 
was not an option. The professional advice from the Tree Officer was that pollarding was the best 
solution, and members therefore supported this approach.  
 
47. Annual Inspection of Trees  
Whilst Mr Wilson was present, his advice was sought regarding the need for an annual inspection of 
trees on land which the Parish Council was responsible for, such as those in the churchyard and on The 
Stanners. Mr Wilson advised that the Tree Safety Council had a set of standards which he could share. 
These depended on the organisation or individual, and the level of expertise which was expected. He 
advised that a baseline inspection regime could be useful, and whilst there was no set timescale for 
inspections, if members were minded to implement one, then the system should ensure that the trees 
were looked at, and should include a process of elevation so that any areas of concern were 
investigated by someone with specialist experience. He had some useful information he could share 
with the Parish Council on this. 
 
Cllr Watson referred to a fallen tree on the way out of Warkworth travelling north which he felt posed a 
danger from slipping. Mr Wilson advised that if this represented a danger to the highway then it would 
have to be attended to. He would check to determine whether there was any need for action.   
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A member of the public advised that she had asked Mr Wilson to look at the cherry tree in Abbeyfield 
House garden as some people had felt it should be removed. Mr Wilson confirmed that there were no 
issues with its condition, though it could do with some light pruning. 
 
Agreed that an annual survey be carried out so that a prioritised programme of tree maintenance works 
can be developed. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk/Chair 

 
48. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 June 2019 be approved and 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
49. Matters Arising 
49.1.  Life Buoys for Stanners and the Butts 
The Clerk reported that advice had been received from NCC to the effect that the Parish Council should 
be very careful in providing any such equipment, as putting it in an inappropriate place or on the 
waterside meant accepting culpability for any incidents or accidents, and the laws of corporate 
responsibility meant it would be the Chair and Clerk who were prosecuted. It was therefore 
recommended that this should not be pursued any further.  
 

Agreed Action 

Notify Dr Cox Clerk/Chair 

 
49.2. Litter Bin Petition 
This had been passed to NCC for them to deal with under their petitions protocol, as resuming 
collections from any replacement bin would be a matter for them to decide. The petition would be heard 
at the North Northumberland Local Area Council in August and the Clerk would report back in due 
course.  
 
The Chair updated members on a number of matters:- 
 

 She advised that Northumberland Estates had now confirmed the use of the land near Montagu 
Avenue as a pony paddock, which would involve one of the fences being moved. 

 She was pleased to report that the offending sign at the entrance to Morwick Gardens had now 
been removed.   

 She had met with the street lighting engineer on the various issues raised at the last meeting, 
who had confirmed that the lights on Montagu Avenue/Morwick Road had had the wrong heads 
fitted and would have to be replaced, the extra lights at the top of Morwick Road would be put 
on existing poles on the opposite side of the road which would suit the residents, and she would 
investigate the dark spot at the bottom of Castle Street.  

 Cllr Elliott reported that a new style light had appeared on Dial Place just outside Abbeyfield, 
and the Chair agreed to take this up with the engineer.  

 

Agreed Action 

Raise with Street Lighting Chair 

       

 Northumberland Estates had been informed that the PC wanted to continue with the lease of 
the football field. 

 
Minute No.34 - the Clerk sought agreement to some flagstones being laid for the new seat, which was 
agreed.  
Minute No.36 – Cllr Lilley advised that he had reported the leak and awaited a response from 
Northumbrian Water.  
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50. Standing Items  
50.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
51. Report of the Finance Sub Committee  
This had met on 27 June 2019 and Councillors Dr Hobrough and Galilee had been elected Chair and 
Vice Chair respectively. The Sub Committee had considered an application for grant of £230 from 
Litterbugs for a project to design a website. Members were minded to support the Group on the basis 
that it was a local organisation which had formed links with other local organisations with a similar 
focus, but had asked that further detail be sought regarding recent events carried out and planned 
future events. This had subsequently been received and circulated to members, and the 
recommendation was therefore to approve the award. Agreed that a grant of £230 be made.  
 
The Sub Committee had also received a budget monitoring report. It was estimated that £19k would be 
needed for the forthcoming churchyard walls work. There was currently £45,650 in earmarked funds 
and £7k allocated in the current year.  The position would be reviewed again later in the year to decide 
whether any funds could be vired into contingency. If an annual tree inspection regime was agreed, this 
could be funded from the Amenities General Fund (£11,618 in earmarked funds in this budget). A 
separate budget line could be needed for this in future. Income from the ITV Vera Production should go 
into car parks earmarked funds at year end. There were no issues of concern to bring to the Parish 
Council’s attention. 
 
52. Tendering for Parish Council Work 
Cllr Galilee had queried whether it was appropriate to look at the high value areas of PC work, such as 
the tree maintenance on the churchyard, to decide whether it was worth going out to tender for a three 
year contract. This approach had been used with the churchyard walls contract and he suggested that 
this ongoing maintenance contract be used as a test case to see how well it worked. It was agreed that 
this approach be adopted and that the Clerk establish the current position regarding the arrangements 
for the regular seat maintenance programme, as there was a lack of clarity about this.  
  

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

     
53. Play Area Inspection Report   
The Clerk highlighted the areas in the report where some remedial action was required and advised that 
these would be raised with the supplier. As previously discussed it was noted that Cllr Galilee’s key did 
not fit the gate so NCC would have to be contacted.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
54. Noticeboards for the Parish 
The Chair had shared details of a noticeboard recently erected in Amble which looked very good. 
Members felt that the new boards should be for PC use only and freestanding, lockable ones with metal 
legs were probably the most suitable. It was noted that two PC volunteers would be needed to keep 
them up to date as they would be locked. It was agreed that the Chair and Clerk would liaise further to 
finalise the selection.   
  

Agreed Action 

Action as above Chair/Clerk 

 
55.  Neighbourhood Plan – Next Steps 
Four focus groups, each to be led by a parish councillor, would be set up involving those from the 
community who had expressed an interest in the various themes. The aim was that these groups would 
report initially by October with a view to a further general meeting in November. It is hoped that the 
Steering Group would be in place by the end of the year.  The four focus areas were - Natural 
Environments, Built Environments, Commercial, and Community Organisations and Young People. 
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56.  Christmas Lights Switch On  
It was agreed that this would take place on Friday 29 November 2019 at 6.00 pm, and that Reverend 
Helen O’Sullivan be invited to attend. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
57. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: There were no major problems with the riverbank. A letter from Warkworth CE 
Aided Primary School had been circulated regarding a proposal to become part of the Church of 
England Multi Academy Trust (MAT), which was now out to consultation. Cllr Dr Hobrough explained 
that the reasoning behind the proposal was to ensure future sustainability and advised that the majority 
of the current day to day arrangements at the school would not change. Whilst members were 
supportive of the current strong leadership at the school, both from the staff and the governing body 
which had had a very beneficial effect, it was felt that any comment on the proposal should be made on 
an individual basis rather than from the Parish Council as a whole.  
 
Cllr Black: It had previously been agreed by the Parish Council that the broken picnic bench near the 
cricket club should be replaced and she asked that this be actioned now with a recycled plastic bench. 
Cllr Watson suggested that if a new seat was to be purchased for Montagu Avenue then it would make 
sense for them to be ordered together. However, it was not known yet where the boundary fence would 
finally be put.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
Cllr Galilee: A bench at the NCC Beach Road car park needed fixing, but this was the responsibility of 
NCC. The work at The Stanners on the additional car parking spaces had now been completed and four 
additional posts had also been put in. 
  

Agreed Action 

Raise with NCC Clerk 

  
58. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson raised a number of issues:- 

 The completion of the Dial Place works had been chased up with Highways  

 The blue cables at the top of Castle Street had now been tied up 

 His request for a speed hump had been approved and was now with the design team 

 Following complaints about the state of the grass verges, especially on the back roads, these 
had now been cut  

 He had had to raise inconsiderate parking with one of the canoe groups recently. 
 
59. Planning  
59.1 Planning Applications 

 
19/01323/FUL Proposed internal alteration, partial demolition, and extension to dwelling | Elm 
House The Butts Warkworth NE65 0SP 
 
Cllr Galilee referred to his earlier declaration of interest. Members agreed that the following 
response be made to the application:- 
 
The Parish Council view is that whilst the fabric of this considerable extension is in keeping with 
the rest of the building, the volume of fenestration and glass on the south western elevation 
(shown on drawing No. 1848/P/012) is of concern because of the amount of light pollution it will 
cause. This aspect of the property is visible from vantage points throughout the village and will 
be visible from the Castle all year round, and the Parish Council would therefore wish to see the 
amount of glazing reduced.  
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The Parish Council would also comment that the property is on a Burgage plot, the medieval 
core of the village, and of significant historic interest. Such plots are now extremely rare, and 
the Parish Council view is that these should be preserved and protected from further 
encroachment. The Parish Council would therefore ask the County Council to address its 
stance on future development of the Burgage plots, and this will be raised separately with the 
Head of Planning.  
 
19/01757/FUL | Rear extension and interior alterations. | The Byres 4 Old Helsay Warkworth 
Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0SN No comments  
 
19/01697/VARYCO | Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) pursuant to planning permission 
(18/03595/FUL) in order to raise the eaves and ridge of the attached garage to 1.5 storeys and 
fenestration of front elevation to improve buildability and usability of the space. Approve 
drawing 102B in place of 102A. | Land North Of 37 Watershaugh Road Watershaugh Road 
Warkworth Northumberland No comments 
 

59.2  Outcomes of recent planning applications 
 Noted.  

 
60. Finance: 

60.1  Current Balances £58,226.80 Treasurers Account, £88,063.35 Instant Access 
Account as at 2 June 2019 
 
60.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
May 2019 

£264.35 

 HMRC PAYE £55.20 

 NCC Grass cutting at The 
Butts  

£223.61 

 TP Jones  Payroll services £57.60 

 S. Thirlwell 
 

Maintenance of 
Rotstein and Hudson 
seats   

£180.00 

 ROSPA  Play park inspection £94.80 

 Zurich Municipal Insurance Annual insurance 
premium 

£531.08 

 WWMH Room hire for Finance 
Sub 

£16.00 

 
60.3.  Receipts: 

10.05.19 TSB Interest £72.00 

20.06.19 Village Shop and Post Office 
collection box 

Christmas lights 
donation 

£61.00 

 
60.4 Application for Funding The Clerk reported that a position update had been received 
from Warkworth Cricket Club regarding its fund raising for the refurbishment of the changing 
facilities. This had been requested by the Parish Council earlier in the year following an 
application for grant funding. Members were of the view that the Club was a well-used and 
valuable facility for the village, and therefore agreed that a grant of £1,000 should be made.  
 

61.  Correspondence Received 
61.1: Submission of Northumberland Local Plan to Secretary of State  
61.2: NCC Love Northumberland Hate Litter Campaign 
61.3: Letter from County Councillor Steven Bridgett regarding Physiotherapy Services in 
Northumberland 
Cllr Watson had circulated the response from the Health and Wellbeing OSC to this letter which clarified 
the position.  
61.4: Letter from Resident of Mariners View 
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The PC had received a copy of this for information. Members felt that the resident should be advised to 
contact Northumbrian Water to take up the sewage and drainage issues with them.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
61.5: Letter from Service Director: Local Services, NCC 
Members welcomed the apology from NCC about the delays in the delivery of the highway safety 
scheme and the deployment of the mobile camera.   
61.6: Minutes of the NALC County Committee meeting of 8 June 2019 
61.7: An email had been received from a Mrs Cook regarding a family bench located within the grounds 
of St Lawrence’s Church. This needed replacement as it was in a very poor state of repair. It was 
agreed that a replacement would be arranged through the PC and the family would be invoiced for the 
work in advance.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
62.  Information Items 
62.1: NALC Enews 12 June 2019 
62.2: NALC Newsletter June 2019 
62.3: NALC Enews 19 June 2019 
62.4: NALC Enews 24 June 2019 
62.5: NALC Newsletter Planning in Northumberland  
62.6: NALC report from Town and Parish Council Liaison Working Group   
62.7: CAN Enews June 2019 
 
63. Items for next meeting 

 Christmas Lights  
 
64. Date and Time of Next Meeting  

   
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.47pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


