
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 19th August 2019 at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair).  Councillors: Angus Murray (Vice), Kevan Curry, Tom Armstrong, 
Caroline Cumming, Anthony Murray, Robert Donkin. 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (New Clerk), Ian Smith (Press), Ms Vanessa Taylor 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Councillors Joyce Robertson & Mark Napier. PC 8872 Richie 
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

To receive from members, in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting disclosure of any 
personal or prejudicial interests. None 

 
4.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

Northumbria Police (via email):- 

 Small cash theft from a gaming machine at the Riverside Club. The money was recovered and the offenders 
were ejected from the site. 

 Small amount of cannabis was found following search of a male in Wooler town centre. This was linked to the 
presence of the community support officers. 

 Drunken fight/assault at an address in Wooler. No complaints made. 

 Minor disturbance at the Riverside Club. One local male was arrested and dealt with by way of a penalty 
ticket. 

 U/k person made off from a town centre hostelry without paying their bill. They have been contacted and the 
bill has since been paid. 

 2 minor public order offences were committed but no complaints were made by anyone.  
 

 
Other items of note –  

 With regards the ASB discussed in the previous meeting. There has been targeted patrols by the community 
support officers in the areas mentioned which hopefully have already started to make a difference. 

 Any other areas of concern let me know and they can be visited also. 

 There has recently been 3 arrests in Ashington of males from rural Northumberland linked to the distribution of 
drugs in the area. This is linked to good intel from the local community.  

 Unfortunately the North Northumberland area was hit by a crime spree last night and the following items were 
stolen,  a Land rover defender from the Mindrum area, a Honda quad bike from the Lowick area (second one 
in ten days) and a trailer from the golf club. Obviously all enqs are at an early stage. 

 
The meeting was also informed that police had been called to Brewery Road as it had been blocked by 
parked cars, although it was clear at the time of the police attendance. Free stickers have been offered by 
Able Community Care and these are to be requested. 
 
Discussion followed regarding rural crime and the meeting agreed a letter should be sent to the Police & 
Crime Commissioner and also the Chief Constable via email. 

 
    

5. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 22/7/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The revised minutes of the meeting held on 22/7/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.  
Cllr Angus Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Armstrong seconded them.  The Chair signed the 
minutes. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
 None 
    



 

 

7. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Councillor Vacancy – No interest expressed so far, still to be posted on Facebook and adverts on 
noticeboards. 

 Payments received – Meeting informed that payment had been received for the wood harvested from 
the riverside bank and also the contribution to the memorial bench. 

 CO OP open day – Chair requested that consideration was given to availability of councillors to 
promote the council/Christmas lights in the co-op. Dates to be submitted to the clerk 

 Public rights of way change – the meeting was informed of small changes being made to 3 bridle 
paths in the Wooler area 

 Brewery Road parking – Police aware of issue, highways to be asked to put double yellow lines 
around this corner 

 Drains – It was reported to the meeting that in particular, drains on South Road and the High Street 
were particularly bad, and it was thought that they were badly “silted” and as such, needed to be fully 
cleaned and refurbished. It was agreed that an email should be sent to Graham Bucknell (NCC 
Highways) regarding the blocked gullies and the problems being experienced. It was also agreed that 
notices should be posted on facebook that complaints can be logged directly on the NCC website 
reporting blocked drains. 

 Waste Leaflets & Stickers – NCC waste department had forwarded leaflets/stickers etc regarding 
items that can and cannot be recycled. The meeting agreed further sets should be requested and 
distributed for the public to use. 

 Update of Meeting with Insp Swan – The minutes of the meeting held on the 6th August with Insp 
Swan were read out to the meeting. Discussion followed regarding the lack of officers in the rural 
area, worries over response times. It was agreed that the local MP should be lobbied  regarding the 
lack of police in the Wooler area in particular and the PCC should be copied in to this letter. 
 

8. RIVERIDE BANK        UPDATE & DECISION   
 
Cllr Angus Murry (vice chair) reported that he had been in email correspondence regarding any licence 
required to complete the work on the riverside project. It had been confirmed by the Environment Agency that 
no licence would be required subject to all trees being removed from the riverside and that no vehicles should  
be in the water. It was proposed that 3 quotes should be sort for both of the works needed; 
 

1. Removal of trees from gravel area to include providing machinery to lift trees off the area to avoid 
damage to the grass area around the riverbank. 

2. Work to be carried out on the area down towards the weir. 
 

It was agreed that a site meeting should be held on the 27th August at 7pm to identify and mark which trees 
need to be removed. 
 
A further report of existing works was given – the team from the Riverside Campsite had started work on the 
riverbank but had been stopped by the weather. Cllr Mather confirmed to the meeting that donations had been 
received from the fountain group and also a private donation from the Robson family towards benches which 
had been installed on riverside.  

 
9. STREET LIGHTING        UPDATE & DECISION 

 
Cllr Mather reported that NCC had now confirmed that Church Street did have a dark spot and that a new light 
would be installed. He had queried again if the PC would be required to provide a donation towards the new 
lighting but understood that NCC hoped to be able to provide lighting within their own funds. 

 
 

10. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT  & DECISION 
 
Nothing relevant to WPC to report 

 
11. COMMUNITY SITE PROJECT (School Farm Field)    UPDATE & DECISION 

 
Cllr Mather reported that a slight delay had occurred but that all signed copies are with NCC and it was hoped 
to be completed by the end of August. The meeting agreed that they were still keen to have a “handshake” 
opportunity to confirm the transfer of land to the community. Discussion followed regarding the setting of 
rental rates as interested groups need to apply for grants in some situations. It was agreed that a separate 
meeting to fix rents would be required and to set terms of use/rules. To this end Ian Hedley (ex NCC 
employee responsible for allotments) had offered to help write the rules of tenancy. The meeting agreed that 
the parking infra-structure would also need to be addressed. 



 

 

 
12. NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – Review C.V’s for examiner    UPDATE & DECISION 

 
Two C.V.’s had been put forward by people willing to be examiners of the WNP. The meeting was informed 
that the WNP steering group had expressed a preference for Rosemary Kidd, and the meeting unanimously 
agreed that she should be approached. 
 

13. FOUNTAIN UPDATE        UPDATE & DECISION 
 
The meeting was informed that a thankyou had been received from the fountain group for the offer of the 
bollards and they were now trying to raise funds. 
 

14. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

The meeting discussed the strip of land between Weetwood Ave and the park and the offer from NCC or it to 
be transferred to the PC. Cllr Mather reported that he had suggested the PC may look at the proposal more 
favourably if the exiting trees were felled by the NCC prior to the transfer. It was confirmed that the Estates 
team at NCC were considering this proposal and would report back to Cllr Mather. Further discussion followed 
regarding if trees were felled, the PC could offer to take the wood and store it with the wood from the riverside 
project. The question was also raised as to who maintains the existing garden fences abutting the land. The 
meeting agreed this should be investigated and reported back at next meeting. 
 
The meeting was informed that NCC were still keen for the PC to take over Brysons Park and it was agreed 
that a tree officer was needed to discuss the problems with trees. Cllr Armstrong also discussed the problems 
for residents of Oliver Road with Bind Weed which was emanating from Brysons Park. This would need to be 
considered as it can be very expensive to remove bind weed. 
Jeff Carr (Broomey Road) for cleaning the smashed glass that had been left over the park. 
 
Cllr Donkin reported that he had parts to repair the play equipment but that to avoid a H & S issue, he 
proposed to wait until after the school holidays to begin the repairs. Further discussion followed regarding the 
existing slide and the NCC report stating “sharp edges”. It was agreed that an email would be sent requesting 
a photo from the parks “team” who report the sharp edges. 

 
15. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 Proposed single storey side extension and rear raised decking area, 24 Victoria Road, Wooler 
Application No. 19/02270/FUL – no objections from meeting 

 Erection of New Water Treatment Works – Application No. 19/02272/FUL – no comments from 
meeting, closing date for comments 21st August 2019 

 Proposed change of use of 79 High Street to Indian Hot Food Takeaway – Application No. 
19/2207/COU – various letters of complaints, petitions, photos etc had been sent to the PC regarding 
this matter from residents of the area surrounding this property.. A member of the public also attended 
the meeting who had a property in the vicinity of the proposed change of use. The meeting was 
informed that no plans had been received from NCC in relation to this matter and that the clerk had 
investigated the situation and found that the parish council has no jurisdiction over change of use, as 
this does not fall under full planning matters. Cllr Angus Murray had also looked into this matter as the 
Parish Council was very keen to support parishioners wherever possible, he reported that the PC 
could comment on matters that ordinarily would fall under the PC remit i.e. highways/smells and 
noise. The meeting agreed that a letter should be submitted from the PC to NCC planning regarding 
the potential increase in traffic and the possible smells and noise issues. 

     
16. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 

 

 Wooler Auction Mart, erection of canopy to form café etc - GRANTED 
 
   

17. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

Further discussion regarding the meeting with Insp Swan followed. 
 
 
 
 
 

18. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 



 

 

 

 Cllr Donkin reported that water was to be tested in the toilets 

 Cllr Curry gave list of works required in the bus station toilets 
Hand dryer Broken (Gents) 
Toilet Seat Broken (Gents) 
Toilet flush through wall not working (ladies) 
Socket in store to repair (Gents) 
Urinals flushing to frequently (Gents) 

 
Discussion followed as to whether NCC should be approached to see if funds available for refurbishment of 
the toilets as they are beginning to look “shabby”. The meeting also discussed whether investigations should 
ensue regarding having a mural painted on the wall – possibly involving youths as this may deter vandalism. 
 

 
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 23rd September 2019 at 7.00pm  
 

20. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Christmas Lights - request to put lights on from 1 Nov rather than 1 December 
Coffee Morning 
CO OP Display 
LPT Plans 

 
21. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
22. Finance In Camera 

 

The Glendale Gateway Trust – Room Hire £19.20 Bank Transfer 

Wooler United Reform Church – Coffee Morning 26th Oct 19 £35.00 Cheque 

NCC – Rates Bill, Scotts Park Toilets £724.23 DD (Oct – Mar) 

Viking – Paper, Toilet rolls £43.51 Bank Transfer 

Kerren Rodgers, Clerk – Tickets for Chairmanship Intro £30 Bank Transfer 

Sanderson McCreath & Edney £326.60 Bank Transfer 

Glendale Garden Centre £790.00 Bank Transfer 

   

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 


