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LONGHIRST PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL BI-MONTHLY MEETING
Longhirst Village Hall

7.45PM on THURSDAY, 02 MAY 2019

%ﬁ MINUTES

PRESENT:

Chair:

Cllr Catherine Farrell

Parish Councillors: Clir Peter Coates, ClIr Glen Fahy, Clir Maureen Lowes, Clir Chris Marr
County Councillors:  County Clir David Towns

APOLOGIES:
Councillors: Clir Mark Davies, CliIr Richard Tordoff
IN ATTENDANCE:
Clerk: lan Thompson (current Clerk), Helyn Douglas (new Clerk)
Public: Various residents
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were given as above.
2 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST
There were no interests disclosed.
3 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS - 14 MARCH 2019
The Chair asked if the minutes were accurate. This was proposed by Clir Maureen
Lowes, and seconded by Clir Chris Marr; the minutes as distributed were therefore
agreed as an accurate record.
4 MATTERS ARISING

4.1

Footpath from Micklewood to Longhirst Village

Clir Coates stated that County Councillor Glen Sanderson had arranged a meeting
for him with the new Head of Planning at Northumberland County Council, Rob
Murfin, and is due to meet with him on 03 June to review the matter and discuss a
potential way forward.(Cllr Sanderson is acting on behalf of County Clir David
Towns who has had to declare an interest). Unfortunately as there have been
changes in personnel at the County Council there is a need to go over the history of
the issues. As far as ClIr Coates is aware this is a meeting between the Parish
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Council and the County Council, and it does not include the developers, Dere Street
Homes. ClIr Coates will report back in due course.
ACTION: CLLR P COATES
4.2 Lift at Longhirst Hall - 18/03788/FUL
After receiving reports regarding both Conservation and Heritage, Northumberland
County Council has given retrospective planning permission for the external lift at
Longhirst Hall.

5 FINANCE
5.1 Accounts 2018/19 Summary
The Clerk, lan Thompson handed round a summary sheet of the income and
expenditure for 2018/19. There were a number of charges that are higher than
usual:

¢ Rent of the hall for Parish Council meetings includes costs for 17/18 (these
had not been billed last year); plus costs for the internet training sessions in
18/19 making this year’s figure higher also

Cost for the new Notice Board at Micklewood (c£500)

Cost for pots at the War Memorial (c£250)

Churchyard fees have increased

HMRC tax bill for the Clerk (fees owed)

NALC costs include £75 for a recent training event

lan Thompson confirmed that a more detailed variance report will be put together

as part of the year end audit file, and this information can then go on the public

website.

ACTION: CLERK (IT / HD)

5.2 Budget for 2019/20

The Clerk handed round a list of projected costs for 19/20, including a comparison

against actual amounts for 18/19 - the variances all relate to 18/19 and are

discussed above.

5.3 Website - new costs
Clir Chris Marr asked the Clerk to note that he has set up a Direct Debit for the
village website at £5 per month, and a has paid a fee of £14 for renewal of the
domain name (that is valid for two years).

54 Auditfor 2018/19

The Clerk confirmed that he has prepared the audit papers for 18/19 and these are
with the internal auditor. On that basis the Chair signed the Exemption Certificate
and the Clerk will forward that on to the external auditors. The Annual Governance
and Accountability Return will be reviewed at a future meeting.

ACTION: CLERK (HD) / ALL MEMBERS

6 MEETING DATES 2019/20
The Chair confirmed that the date will remain the first Thursday of the month at
7pm. The Clerk will draw up a schedule and circulate that.
ACTION: CLERK (IT)

7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Date OL"JUL'P‘ -

Minutes signed by Chair @"S&‘MT Do

Longhirst Parish Council Minutes of meeting 02 May 2019



Page|3of 6

7.1 Anaerobic Digester, NE Grains - 18/04533/FUL
The Clerk confirmed that an objection from the Parish Council has been lodged
with the Planning Department at Northumberland County Council. The objection
focused on the lack of sufficient information (regarding noise, smell, traffic, etc),
and in the view of the Parish Council this is an application for an industrial site and
not simply agricultural use.

There was some confusion over the correct reference to use for this application and
it was confirmed that the number above is the right one. The Parish Council awaits
further information from NCC (the case officer is Stuart Ray, Consultant Planning
Officer).

A member of the public noted that if and when this comes to a Planning Committee
there will be a five minute slot for the Parish Council or others to give their
comments and he suggested considering carefully who should take that role
(suggesting David Fleming or Dr Howard).

The same resident also raised concerns over not being able to find out sufficient
information from the Environment Agency on existing digesters and any associated
issues from their operation. He was particularly concerned about the likelihood of
unpleasant smells from what would be one of the largest sites in the area. He has
been unable to get hold of any information about such problems at other sites (in
particular Cockle Park). The Chair said she would see what information she could
get hold of.

ACTION: CLLR C FARRELL

7.2 10 Bungalows, “Domino’s Field” - 19/00991/FUL
Again an objection has been submitted by the Parish Council on the grounds that
plans submitted are factually inaccurate, and that this site:

e isinthe green belt
* isimmediately adjacent to the Village Conservation Area
is not infill

¢ Clir Coates also felt it was important to consider the significant population
increase in the village in the last few years, being far in excess of that
required under the draft Local Plan.

® Aresident also noted that the site may have has some archaeological
significance (relating to a Saxon settlement) and that the County
Archaeologist has recently requested to dig investigative trenches on the
site.

Regarding the site’s status as green-belt this remains to be confirmed though
indications are that it is (and it definitely will be once the NCC Local Plan is adopted,
currently with the Planning Inspector for final review). County Clir David Towns
explained in general terms the criteria for green belt status, noting that if a
neighbourhood plan does not cover a given site then the five tests within the
National Planning Policy Framework would apply.
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Clir Coates formally asked County Councillor David Towns to make a request to the
Chair of the Planning Commiittee (ClIr Scott Dickinson) to consider bringing this
application to a committee. This is mainly to allow for a full public and open
discussion on the green belt designation for this site, as well as the other issues
listed above. County Councillor David Towns agreed to make this request.

ACTION: CLLR D TOWNS (NCC)

Clir Coates also noted that the Morpeth Herald includes an article on this
application, however it conveys only comments from the developer, including some
inaccuracies. Members agreed that Clir Coates in his capacity as Vice Chair will
contact the newspaper with the Parish Council objections to see if a follow-up
article could be done.
ACTION: CLLR P COATES
8 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

The Parish Council has received a report from Northumberland County Council
reviewing speed restrictions and signs in the village. This includes an extensive
menu of options that could potentially be paid for by NCC (though it is unclear if
their budget would actually cover them all). Members agreed to a meeting with
Neil Snowdon (NCC) to discuss this further.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES

One item that would not be covered by NCC are the proposed speed warning signs.
Members discussed the option of purchasing versus hiring these and Clir Coates
will look into the costs. The Parish Council has already approached County Cllr
David Towns for a contribution. The value and siting of any signs will be discussed
as part of the wider conversation with Neil Snowdon.

9 CONTRIBUTION TO OPEN GARDENS
Cllr Peter Coates reported that the Longhirst Open Gardens project has made a

request for a contribution of £200 towards this biennial event (due to take place on
Sat 22 & Sun 23 June 2019). Members agreed to a contribution for this year
(contributions for future years maybe considered in due course).

Village Show

Clir Chris Marr asked if there might be support for the Village Show - any help
(financial or otherwise) would be gratefully received. The Parish Council has not
made a financial contribution in the past but might consider this.

Parish Council Insurance
The Clerk noted that this is due for renewal by the end of the month, and this
coming year will the be last in the three-year ‘fixed rate’ deal.

10 CORRESPONDENCE
10.1 Defibrillator
The Parish Groups meeting has requested that the Parish Council purchase or hire
a defibrillator, and Clir Richard Tordoff had made initial enquiries about this with St
John Ambulance.
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The proposal is to place it on the South West corner of the Village Hall. This would
require the installation of an electrical point (and this would be covered by the
Parish Association). Members discussed the possibility of placing the unit inside
the red phone box. The phone box is listed but is still owned by BT, therefore the
practicalities of this placement would need further investigation.

Regardless of the issues around the phone box the Parish Council are keen to

proceed as soon as possible, however with a preference for hiring a unit instead of

purchasing one. ClIr Coates is to ask Clir Tordoff to continue to explore this.
ACTION: CLLR P COATES / CLLR R TORDOFF

10.2 New Road Works
County Clir Davis Towns reported that the B1337 from the Church up to Hebron
Road will be tarmacked by Northumberland County Council using a technique
called ‘micro resurfacing’ (with money from the Local Transport Plan). This
approach is not a full repair but can prolong the useful life of the road surface by
several years. The work is due to take place in the summer (and CliIr D Towns has
arranged for the white lines will be repainted at the same time).

Clir D Towns also noted that he has flagged up the need for repairs to the road by
the War Memorial up to the Hainan entrance.

10.3 Paddock Wood
The repairs to the entrance to Paddock Wood have not yet been done; the Clerk will
contact the Woodland Trust to chase up on this.

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Website
Clir Chris Marr asked if the Parish Council would consider investing in modernising
the village website (the Parish Council site - now hosted by NALC - is already largely
done). The village website has been improved to some extent, and is being used
more by residents, but could benefit from further work. This would however cost a
few hundred pounds and Clir Marr appreciates that this may not be a priority. This
item will be added to the next agenda, and Clir Marr is to provide a proposal and
outline of costs for consideration.

ACTION: CLERK (IT)

ACTION: CLERK (HD) / CLLR C MARR

11.2 Plans for Country Park on former Potland Open Cast Site
Further information would be sought as NCC appeared to have made no progress
on this issue.

11.3 Parish Council working arrangements
Members agreed to meet in early June to discuss changes to the regulation of
Parish Council proceedings (such as Standing Orders). The Clerk is to arrange a
suitable date and provide any necessary templates.
ACTION: CLERK (HD)
12 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
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e 7PM, 04 JULY 2019 (VILLAGE HALL)

CLOSE OF MEETING @ 8.30PM
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