LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Meeting on:		6th November 2019
	Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
	Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, John Munro (JM, Gillian 				Nelless (GN), Dave 	Weldon (DW).
	In attendance:		County Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk, I member of the public (arrived 8.19 p.m.).
	The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL). GA apologies for late arrival –attending school governors’ meeting.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 21 below 
a) Purdah
3) Declaration of Interests - None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- None
6) County Councillors Report – TT reported that there were a lot of exciting projects gathering steam county-wide:
	- New school in Hexham to replace existing Middle & High School
	- Permission for a new Lidl and Travel Lodge in Hexham
	- New leisure centre in Hexham
	- Government support for new rail link in SE Northumberland
	- Redevelopments of town centres in Ashington, Bedlington & Prudhoe
	- Berwick Leisure Centre opening in the spring
	- £2.5 funding for Alnwick Playhouse
	- Duelling of A1 planned for start in 2020
	- Uplift in funding for first and secondary schools. (£750 per pupil in first schools and £5000 for secondary schools). First schools had 		moved from 5th to 2nd in standing region wide
	- Empty House council tax premium was to increase from 50% to 100% of. Properties empty more than 5 years to be charged 			200% and those empty 10 years, 300%
	Trevor reported on the work of the Friends of Longframlington Cemetery who were working to improve the appearance of the War 	Graves Cemetery at the south east corner of the Green. There was to be a monthly clean-up which would temporarily replace the 	regular village clean-ups.
	With regards to planning the revised application for 58 houses on the land west of Hawthorns had been rejected as it was agreed 	developers were becoming greedy and this development would create further massing in the village. It was likely that a further 	application would be made for a development on this site but with fewer houses. With respect to the Westend Garage, it was pleasing 	to see that the Inspectorate were listening to the comments of the Parish Council and Planning Committee. The land south of 	Lightpipe development for 40 	houses, which sits inside the village boundary in the new Local Plan, was being put to Appeal by the 	developers in the hope that the Inspector would decide in their favour.GF stated that the new developments in the village were 	struggling to sell and that there was no evidence of demand for further housing.
	TT agreed that the work to clear trees and vegetation at Alnwick Ford was a pressing issue. JM reported that the situation at Blackies 	Bank required urgent attention as there had been some recent near misses.
	TT left at 7.22 p.m.
7) Minutes Of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October 2019. 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
	GA arrived 7.23 p.m.
	Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes 
a) GDPR Audit and Next Steps. AD had still not had a chance to do this due to other commitments. This would be presented at the next meeting.											       Action: AD
b) Traffic calming measures.  Apologies had been received from NCC for not setting up a meeting on this matter. However they had requested dates of availability during the w/b 18th November. They had indicated that whilst the recent survey of vehicles on the Rothbury Road had not produced high numbers of speeding vehicles they were willing to recognise there was an issue and were working towards the siting of a chicane and possible informal crossings as a deterrent. John McCutcheon had written to Insp. Swann about a cat being killed by a speeding driver. Insp. Swann had agreed to take action and target speeders on the Rothbury Road.
c) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane request for repairs to surface of lay-by. No further information available. Agreed that a periodic chase up on this matter be followed and to take the item off the agenda.				   Action: Clerk
d) Water seeping through tarmac on the Rothbury Road at the corner of White Cottages. No further information available Action: Clerk. Agreed that a periodic chase up on this matter be followed and to take the item off the agenda.		   Action: Clerk
e)  Restart a Heart Training. This had taken place on Tuesday 22nd October but advertising of this had been limited to Facebook. Many residents do not use Facebook and it was agreed that these training events should be advertised more widely.  Clerk had written to Sarah Hoyle on a number of occasions but had not received a reply. GF to speak to Sarah to express the PCs concerns and obtain an update on this matter.							   	   Action: Clerk
f) Condition of grit bins. All OK. Clerk to check with Gavin Christie as to whether the Longframlington PC bins had been filled. It was unclear as to the responsibility of the provision of grit bins in the new estates in the village, whether it was the developer or NCC. Roads would need to be adopted by NCC before they would take any responsibility.			   Action: Clerk
g) 2019/20 - Extra Grass Cut. Grass cutting of the Green was suspended in the previous week as the sit-on mowers were sinking into the ground. The grass had now been cut by hand controlled machines.
h) VAS sign North End of Village – data recording facility. This had now been installed. The equipment had since failed on three occasions and currently not working. An engineer was scheduled for 7th November.
i) Northumberland Local Plan – Consultation on scoping documents. The date for comments had passed (5.00 p.m. 5th Nov,). No comments were received by the Clerk
j) Sign in dog walking field to deter people from jumping the wall had been installed.
k) Memorial Hall car park surface. JM had received one quote from Debmat of £10,200 for resurfacing the front car park. The members were in principle agreeable to fund this work. However, a further two quotations were required.	       Action: JM
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF had spoken with John Hunter of Highways regarding the resurfacing of the A697 through Longframlington. Due to the emergency repairs and resultant diversion on the B6344 (Brinkburn to Weldon Bridge) through Longframlington, it was unlikely that the repairs would begin before the spring of 2020.  There was to be a Northern Area County Council later in the month, unlikely that there would be anything on the agenda concerning the village, but if so, GF would attend.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month. None
b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments were approved:
	06/11/2019
	SWARCO Traffic Limited
	Activate data recording software
	456.92

	06/11/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Reimburse Mouse & Toner
	37.20

	18/10/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	10.59

	06/11/2019
	NCC
	Extra Grass Cuts
	449.03

	06/11/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	333.00

	06/11/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	75.00

	06/11/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cem/try (Oct)
	-38.94

	06/11/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting & Maintenance
	142.00

	06/11/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-84.00



c) Requests for donations. None 

d) Bank Reconciliation to 6th November 2019 was approved:

	Balance per bank statements at 25th October 2019 
	Community account 
	 
	77585.94

	
	Business Saver
	 
	6096.36

	 
	 
	 
	 
	83682.30

	Less unpresented cheques
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cemetery
	14/10/2019
	David Curry G/works
	11088.00
	 

	Parish Council
	06/11/2019
	SWARCO Traffic Ltd
	456.92
	 

	 
	06/11/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	37.20
	 

	 
	06/11/2019
	NCC
	449.03
	 

	 
	06/11/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	333.00
	 

	 
	06/11/2019
	HMRC
	75.00
	 

	 
	06/11/2019
	Gavin Christie
	142.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	12581.15

	Uncredited Deposits - 	                 Cemetery
	06/11/2019
	R J Hogg
	800.00
	 

	Parish Council
	 
	 
	0.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	800.00

	Balance per cash book 
	 
	 
	 
	71901.15

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	 
	 
	62895.16

	 
	Cemetery
	 
	 
	9005.99

	 
	 
	 
	 
	71901.15



e) Interim Audit 2019. This had been carried out. There were no queries arising from the audit and no matters to draw to the attention of the Parish Council. 

11) Village Activities – 
a) Remembrance Service Sunday 		10th November at 3.00 in the Memorial Hall
b) Yvonne Scanlon Memorial Service 		16th November 
c) Yvonne Scanlon Charitable Football Match 	17th November
d) St Mary’s Church Fair 			23rd November
e) Swarland School Xmas Fair 		30th November
f) Switching on of Village Tree Lights		  1st December
12) Allotments
a) Management including:
b) Revisions to Rules and Guidelines. These had been distributed with an explanatory letter to all plot holders. No comments or feedback to date. 	
c) Maintenance  including:
· Trimming of bushes at the top corner of the allotment.  This was in hand.					       Action: JM
· Removal of metal waste from plots 1 & 2. JM to remove any collected waste from the area.			       Action: JM
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Erosion on the mound & exposed concrete around main slide. Gavin Christie to meet with DW to clarify what is required. Action: DW
b) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. Gavin Christie has confirmed this work will be done
c) Matting under the swing has been replaced but NCC mower has already chewed up a corner of the matting.
d) Repairs to the Tank Turn. JM has spoken to Lee Campbell who is to prepare an outline plan
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	19/02085/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm. Outline Application 40 Dwellings - As Amended 23/07/18
	Resubmission
Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.
Further comment to the Planning Inspectorate was agreed:
The Parish Council continues to object to this application (with original objections):
Flooding: The number and severity of flooding incidents in this area has increased considerably since the completion of other developments, with the junction of the A697/C106 often only being passable with great care on the western lane of the A697. This also makes the footpath on the eastern side of the road impassable. These issues can be verified by Northumberland C. C. as they have been regularly reported. The C106 also floods badly just below the access to the proposed development. The surface water from every direction falls to the proposed site which is often waterlogged across its entire surface and acts as a buffer to areas further downstream which are already seeing increased flooding. The indicative plans even show that some areas should not be built on and that in other areas the ground level would need to be raised significantly to avoid flooding of the proposed houses. Recent problems around the country have shown what happens when building on floodplains and other land prone to flooding which further demonstrates the unsuitability of this site. We would also be concerned that new residents would find difficulty in obtaining flood insurance.
Highway safety: The number of vehicles of all types using the A697 and the C106 continues to grow year on year. The proposed duelling of the A1 will have a further severe impact as both roads will both be used by diverted traffic. We again stress that the Road Safety Assessment stage 1 & 2 found that any alteration of the junction of the A697 and C106would increase the already real danger of head on collisions as large vehicles negotiate the junction.
Settlement boundary: The site is outside the proposed settlement boundary proposed in both the Northumberland Local Plan and the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan (LFNP). A consultation for the LFNP during September/October 2019 on the proposed boundary produced 83 responses of support of the proposed boundary and only 3 against.  
Effect on the Character and Environment of the Village
There has recently been two other planning applications close to the proposed site which have been refused, for among other reasons: overdevelopment of the village; effect on the character of the village and encroachment into the countryside. This site is the last link through this part of the village (from west to east) for wildlife in the area. This includes Red Squirrels which are documented to have started to return to the area, since recent building activity has ceased.
No Demonstrated Need: There is no demonstrated demand for more housing in Longframlington, recent developments have still not sold all their houses, despite large incentives to prospective buyers being offered. 
Northumberland currently has more than 15 years available building land from the number of sites that have already been approved. It is also annually building 194% of its forecasted requirement.
This village needs time to absorb the 50% growth of the village, which has incurred over the last few years, to allow the infrastructure time to adapt to the needs of the additional numbers of houses that have been built.
Sustainability
This proposed development will not be sustainable. It is both central Government and Northumberland C. C. policy to become carbon neutral. However, due to the lack of employment and partial bus service, every home that is built in Longframlington will actively increase the carbon footprint and therefore be at variance to this policy.

	19/04000/FUL
	High Weldon. Extension to Farm Buildings
	
	No Objection

	19/04340/VARYCO
	Land South Of Ashlea. Alteration to the proposed access
	
	No Objection

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



b) Ref 19/00991 – Land South of Deneburn – dropped kerbs on Rothbury Road. No update received on this. Remove from agenda as the work is planned for action.
15) Action Plan – November 2019
a) Review of internal policies & procedures – to check that the existing policies and procedures are fit for purpose and up to date (Code of Conduct; Standing Orders; FOI Document; Storage Procedure).  Agreed to delay this until report on GDPR has been presented.  											                Action Clerk/GF
b) Allotments inspections. JM/DW agreed to carry this out.						                Action: JM/DW 
c) Review condition and record equipment at the Sports courts and playground. GA/DW agreed to do this. Clerk to provide them with most recent reports.								     Action: Clerk/GA/DW
d) FramNews Report. AD agreed to carry this out. Items to include:
· Gritting contract
· Anonymous communications to the PC
· David Carr

Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) Neighbourhood Plan (NP). AD reported that there had been 83 written responses to the consultation. All but 5 agreed that the village boundary be set as in the new Northumberland Plan. Other comments to be analysed and be given to consultant who will then draw up a more detailed report on the consultation.
17) Parish Council Climate Emergency Declaration. Anne Lowrie (AL) had asked the PC to discuss this issue and had provided a sample declaration for members to consider. AD had met AL who presented members with the main issues. Whilst had NCC had made their own declaration, Parish Councils were being asked to consider making their own climate emergency declaration. The PC should consider how they could be more effective and do more to support the environment. The members discussed a number of ways the PC was already doing this including a wild flower meadow in the cemetery extension and also areas in which it could further encourage and promote green issues. One possibility would be to set up a working group on this matter, but its relationship to and reporting arrangements with the PC, would need to be considered. It was again confirmed that the PC was in support of the NCC Climate Emergency Declaration but declaring its own position needed further thought and discussion. Members were asked to consider the matter which would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. AD stated that a number of respondents to the NP consultation had placed environmental issues as a key area for consideration. She agreed to gather local views on the matter for the next meeting.									       		       Action: AD
18) Friends of the Earth (FOE) - 20 actions parish and town councils can take on the climate and nature emergency. FOE had provided this guidance for PCs to consider. Clerk to circulate the links to this document for members to consider alongside item 17) above. 													      Action: All
19) County Council’s Public Spaces Protection Order for the control of dogs (PSPO). The Council made a (PSPO) for dog control under section 59 of The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime & Policing Act 2014 in 2017. Rather than extending the existing PSPO, the Council was now making a new PSPO to take account of some alterations (principally the arrangements and definitions of “assistance dogs”) but otherwise the new PSPO would be substantially the same.  Cllr comments were welcomed.
20) Northumbria British Legion. A new branch in Alnwick - information event poster. Agreed to place this on the Longframlington Facebook page.											       Action: AD
21) Any Urgent Business
a) GF reminded members that the PC was now in a period of Purdah and that it was not permissible to use their position as a councillor or for the Parish Council as a whole to advertise or promote anything that could be considered of a party political nature during this time.
22) Date of Next Meeting:	Wednesday 4th December at 7.00 p.m.


Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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