LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		4th December 2019
	Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
	Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, John Munro (JM), Dave 				Weldon (DW).
	In attendance:		Clerk
	
	The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence: 	DL - work commitments, Gillian Nelless (GN) - unwell, AD - late arrival
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below 
a) Request to support the Local Electricity Bill
b) Potholes on the Rothbury Road
c) Waste-bin Stickers
d) Christmas Tree 2020
3) Declaration of Interests – DW expressed an interest in Planning Application19/04560/FUL
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None
5) Community Police Report- None. No contact received since the attendance of Insp. Swan at the October meeting. Clerk was 	asked to email to enquire why communication had ceased.							   Action: Clerk
6) County Councillors Report - None
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a 	true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) GDPR Audit and Next Steps. This item was deferred until the arrival of AD
b) Traffic calming measures. The meeting which was to take place on 21st November had been cancelled by NCC as there was still some design work required to finalise the details of the scheme. GF was to attend the re-scheduled meeting later in the month. NCC were currently conducting a traffic and pedestrian survey on the A697, through the village, which would inform the meeting.
c) Restart a Heart Training. GF had met with Sarah Hoyle. Communication with her had failed due to email problems. She had carried out the first training event on 25th October, 25 people had confirmed attendance but only 11 or 12 people attended. She was aware of the need to broaden her marketing methodology. She is hoping to run a further session in Jan/Feb where children will also be invited to participate. JM reported that the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall was currently not working, awaiting electrical repairs.
d) Condition of grit bins. The two PC bins had been topped up. However the NCC bins had not. Clerk was asked to contact NCC.      													   Action: Clerk
e) VAS sign North End of Village. This is now in working order. However when GF went to download the data he was unable to do so as it required the use of an app for which he did not have the information. Clerk to contact SWARCO.			  Action: Clerk
f) Memorial Hall car park surface. JM had contacted three further contractors to obtain quotations but had not received these to date. He will follow this up and contact other providers if he does not receive quotes from those he has already contacted.	      Action: JM
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF had not attended the North Area meeting as he was scheduled to attend the cancelled traffic 	calming meeting. The next North Area meeting was to be in Alnwick in January, but it is unlikely that there will be any 	Longframlington planning issues on the agenda. If there were he would endeavour to attend.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month. None
b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments were approved

	15/11/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	10.60

	28/11/2019
	L/fram Paper Shop
	Village Christmas Tree
	40.00

	04/12/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	250.27

	04/12/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	61.80

	04/12/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Nov)
	-73.15

	
	
	Total
	289.52


	
GF reported that the Clerk’s recharge of wages for cemetery work was higher than usual due to him having to deal with flooding  issues at the cemetery during a recent burial. It appears, the contractors employed by NCC to deal with the flooding on the A697, adjacent the United reform Church, had diverted drainage from the field surrounding the cemetery, into the cemetery drains causing the cemetery drains to overflow. The landowner has inspected the site and has agreed that a French drain around the perimeter is     required, but this will be impossible until he can get onto the land when it has dried out later in the spring.
c) Requests for donations. None 



d) Bank Reconciliation to 4th December 2019 was approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	 
	 
	 
	 £

	at 25th November 2019
	Community account
	 
	 
	65794.19

	 
	Business Saver
	 
	 
	6096.36

	Less unpresented cheques
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cemetery
	 
	 
	 0.00
	 

	Parish Council
	28/11/2019
	L/fram Paper Shop
	40.00
	 

	 
	04/12/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	250.27
	 

	 
	04/12/2019
	HMRC
	61.80
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	352.07

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Balance per cash book 
	 
	 
	 
	71538.48

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	 
	 
	62605.64

	 
	Cemetery
	 
	 
	8932.84

	 
	 
	 
	 
	71538.48



e) Interest rate change on business savings account. Barclays have informed the PC that from January 2020 they will be reducing the interest rate on our business savings account from 0.2% to 0.1%. Currently the amount we gain through interest is around £12 p.a. Members were asked to consider possible alternative community business accounts which provided a healthier return. Action: All
f) Approve the JBC budget and agree the Longframlington PC proportion to be incorporated into the Parish Precept. A budget of £3000 for 2020/21 was agreed by the JBC at its last meeting of 4th November, for approval by both parish councils. As no further guidance on proportionality had been received, GF as Chair of Longframlington Parish Council and David Owen, Chair for Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst  (B&H) PC had both indicated that the proportional split for the budget for the two parish councils for 2020/21 should remain as: Brinkburn: 15.87% - £476; Longframlington: 84.13% - £2524. The proposed budget for 2020/21 had now to be agreed by each PC prior to the submission of their precept request at the end of January.  However, given the information just received from Stephen Rickett at NALC (see below), which assumed that proportionality should be based on the annual tax base set by the County Council, it was agreed to delay approving the budget until the January PC meeting, when further clarity and information would be available		              									              Action: GF/Clerk
g) Income & Expenditure recording for Joint Burial Committee.  The PC had received guidance from NALC on the JBC accounting process but this required some detailed scrutiny and interpretation. Further advice was needed before a clearer picture emerged on how to proceed. One way forward, to avoid the burden of additional accounting, was to investigate whether it was possible to dissolve the JBC, (given that it has been some years since a Brinkburn resident was buried in the cemetery). This would then resolve the accountancy issue in future years. It would also negate the need for a separate burial committee and the recruitment of members from B & H onto the committee. It was thought that there could be an arrangement, whereby residents from Brinkburn would pay the same burial rates as Longframlington residents. It was agreed that we should enter into discussion with B&H on this matter and gain further advice from NALC.	                  	              					              Action: GF/Clerk
11) Village Activities 
		Christingle Making event at St Mary’s	23rd December
		Christingle Service at St Mary’s	24th December	
12) Allotments
a) Allotment inspection report – Apologies were received for this not being actioned, due a family member of JM being taken to hospital. 											                Action: JM/DW
b) Management. There are two people on the current waiting list and the possibility that one holder will not be renewing his agreement. JM to clarify this prior to invoices for the forthcoming year being sent out.				       Action: JM
c) Maintenance. The tenants from Plot 13 have indicated that they will be pruning further the fruit trees on their allotment to comply with the new Allotment Rules.
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Sports Court & Playground inspection report – Apologies were received for this not being actioned due to the inclement weather											                Action: GA/DW
b) Erosion on the mound & exposed concrete around main slide. Gavin Christie not yet spoken to DW on this. JM agreed to follow this up.												       Action: JM
c) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. The strengthening work is still outstanding. JM agreed to follow this up.		       Action: JM
d) Painting of main gate. JM agreed to follow up on the identification of the paint type.				       Action: JM
e) Repairs to the Tank Turn. Confirmation needed to be obtained from LC Screeding on the arrangements for carrying out the work, maintaining all health & safety requirements and the supervision of the workforce.				       Action: JM



14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	19/02085/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm. Outline Application 40 Dwellings - As Amended 23/07/18
	Resubmission
Refused
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  and 
Further comment to the Planning Inspectorate.
The Planning Committee were minded to refuse the application for the 40 houses at its meeting on 21st November. This would now go to the Planning Inspector to determine the application, as it is under appeal for non-determination by NCC.

	19/04000/FUL
	High Weldon. Extension to Farm Buildings
	Registered
	No Objection

	19/04340/VARYCO
	Land South Of Ashlea. Alteration to proposed access
	Registered
	No Objection

	19/04531/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields - 47 residential dwellings
	Registered
	Expiry Date: Wed 18 Dec 2019 COMMENT TO BE ADDED based on the following:
- Overdevelopment of the village
- Going against the NCC Climate Emergency Declaration with a total lack of renewables and no move to exceed the minimum standards for insulation 
- Lack of public green space
- Serious flooding situation. Whilst the plans included the diversion of water from above the development, by means of a bund, the diverted water was being channelled into the existing area on the A697 where flooding was a serious issue.

	19/04560/FUL*
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road.  4  residential units
	Registered
	No objection to the current application. However as the site is adjacent to and entering onto a busy public transport, school bus and commuter route as well as a residential estate with narrow roads where two large vehicles cannot pass each other, we would expect to see a stringent and detailed demolition and construction method statement and that this is agreed with the Parish Council and strictly enforced ensuring that a high level of road safety is maintained.”

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



* 19/04531/FUL Land North of Fairfields - 47 residential dwellings. GF reported on the complex situation regarding this application. He had been in communication with the developer who had indicated that if the PC supported the new application they would not progress an appeal on the original application of 58 houses, but would do so if the current application was refused. There was some benefit of the new application over the original as there was a considerable reduction in density. If the new application was refused, the appeal for the original application may be upheld and the village would then end up with 58 houses instead of 47.

A communication had been received by a local resident who whilst in opposition to the application believed that if the PC opposed the development, it would gain approval anyway. He recommended that instead, the PC should support the new application and work with the developer to achieve some benefits for the village via an S106 agreement. His suggestions were:
· Footpath. Some feedback on the Neighbourhood Plan had asked for improved provision of footpaths around the village. There was an opportunity for the PC to request that the developer pays for the provision of a new and upgraded weatherproofed footpath around the development which would meet adjoining footpaths. The view of the PC was that such a footpath would take away existing farmland which the land owner was unlikely to support. Also, that the preference of the PC was for natural footpaths outside the village boundary rather than artificial surfaces and that it was unlikely that land owners would agree to such surfaces.
· Car Park. To incorporate additional visitor parking into the layout, this could be used by visitors to the URC and help alleviate the problem of parking on the verge.  He was aware that, during services and functions at the URC, a lot of cars currently park on the verge adjacent to this development and this will present a further danger for the new junction, due to parked cars blocking the view.  GF said that the Joint Burial Committee and the URC had been in discussions with the land owner about the provision of a car park directly adjacent the cemetery, which would serve both cemetery and church but could only enter into full discussions on this once the application for the land north of Fairfields had been determined and the amount of land that could be available was clear. 
· Green Space. Addition of green space for children to play with a decent contribution towards play equipment/sports provision.
AD arrived at 8.10 p.m.
The members discussed these proposals at some length but finally agreed that they wished to continue to oppose the application, even with a reduction in number of houses, as the development would be against a number of fundamental concerns and values for the wellbeing of the village and its community (see comment above).



Item 8a GDPR Audit and Next Steps (deferred from earlier in the meeting). AD presented her report. The main actions recommended 		   	     to meet our obligations were: 
· Data audit - a stock-take of all systems holding records (including historical emails, old electronic filing systems etc)
· Update the Document Storage Procedure to include all records, including electronic files and emails
· Consider how we deal with emails/correspondence to individual councillors and the use of individual devices
· Draft an Information Handling Policy and publish on website – to cover GDPR and record management procedures.
It was agreed that the first step was to eliminate unwanted data held in the ‘Norman’ (a prior clerk) electronic folder. Clerk to purchase a new hard drive and transfer Norman data in order for GF/AD to carry out this cleansing exercise.	      Action: Clerk/GF/AD
15) Action Plan – November 2019
a) Allotment Invoices –   Agreed - Clerk to apportion the yearly water charge between Allotments 8a to 18 for the current year when water bill is received and to produce and send out invoice letters for rent for all allotments for the forthcoming calendar year including water usage charge for the current year for 8a to 18. 						   Action: Clerk
b) Allotment Meeting – Agreed -Clerk to ask allotment holders in the letter re fees whether they wished to hold an allotment holders’ meeting and if so to identify the issues they would like discussed.						   Action: Clerk
c) The current Action Plan was reviewed and a small number of minor changes made for the 2020 Action Plan.		   Action: Clerk

Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) Neighbourhood Plan. AD reported that the response to the recent village consultation had been adequate and this information was 	now with the planning consultant who was in the process of collating the detail.
17) Parish Council Climate Emergency Declaration (to include consideration of Friends of the Earth - 20 actions for parish and town 	councils). Members had been asked at the last meet to further consider this matter in order for them to bring their ideas and 	proposals to the meeting to inform the PC’s decision on this matter. It was agreed that the term Climate Emergency was an emotive 	term and that it was not in best interests for the PC to make such a declaration at this time. Rather that it should develop a mission 	statement on environmental issues with the PCs position being reflected within its policy and procedural documentation. The review 	of this documentation had been deferred from the last meeting. It was agreed that AD/GA carry out the review and in doing so 	amend the documentation to reflect the council’s position on the environment. They would report back on this at the February 2020 	meeting.      											Action: AD/GA
18) Northumberland Local Plan: Notification of Examination Hearings - Chapter 13 (Managing Natural Resources). The public hearing 	sessions for Chapter 13, which deals with the minerals, waste and renewable and low carbon energy aspects of the plan, was to be 	held at Morpeth Town Hall, on the following dates and times:
		• Wednesday 5 February 2020 - 10am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 5pm; and
		• Thursday 6 February 2020 - 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm
19) Dog safety concerns – dog-walking field. An email had been received from a resident who believed the sign that had been erected to 	address the issue of dogs/owners jumping the wall was not really addressing the underlying issue of dog safety. The members agreed 	that the position of the PC with respect to dogs was that it followed the Government and Northumberland County Council guidance 	on dog safety, in that the safest way to take a dog out in public was by using a lead. It was the dog walker's responsibility to ensure 	that a dog was under control at all times and was not a risk to public safety. Whilst the PC provided a dog walking area it was the 	Council’s 	view that it was the dog owner’s duty to take responsibility for their dog(s). Clerk to write to the resident to this effect.   													   Action: Clerk
20) Any Urgent Business
a) Request to support the Local Electricity Bill. The PC were asked to join 27 Parish, Town and Community Councils that have already resolved to support the Local Electricity Bill. The Bill, if made law, would empower local communities to sell locally generated clean energy directly to local customers by establishing a statutory Right to Local Supply. This was currently impossible because of the huge setup and running costs involved in doing so. The councillors felt that no further discussion was required on this matter and not to add it to the PC’s future agenda.
b) Potholes on the Rothbury Road. A local resident had written to the PC regarding his concerns about pot-holes on the Rothbury Road adjacent St Mary’s Church and near the entrance to Cheviot Lodge. The problem was discussed at length and the Clerk was asked to report the issue to the Highways Department and reply to the resident. Members were keen to encourage as many people as possible to report pothole problems to the County Council as the more reports they receive the more likely they were to carry out repairs. This was simply done by going on to the NCC website at: https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Home.aspx , scrolling down the homepage to the section headed ‘Top Tasks’ and clicking on ‘Report a Pothole’. The procedure for reporting was very user-friendly. A message to be posted to this effect on the Longframlington Facebook page for wider dissemination.
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]Waste-bin Stickers. FramNews had withdrawn their original agreement to include stickers within the delivery of the magazine. They were now only prepared to include additional information on the Neighbourhood Plan. AD/GA personally agreed to deliver stickers around the village whilst GF agreed to place them in residents’ newspapers.					           
d) Christmas Tree 2020. GA had approached the Flying Oaks to ask if they would be prepared to donate next year’s village tree. The company from Felton had been allowed to sell Christmas trees on the Tank Turn on Saturday 7th December. They were very willing to support the local community in this way. They are to be contacted again in July as per the Action Plan.
21) Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 8th January: JBC at 6.30 p.m., LPC 7.00 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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