
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 16th December 2019 at 7pm at the The Middle School, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair). Councillor Angus Murray (Vice), Councillors: Anthony Murray, Caroline 
Cumming, Joyce Robertson, Robert Donkin, Mark Napier 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press), PC 8872 Richie, Cindy Wait GGT, Mark Robson GGT 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Councillor Tom Armstrong 
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

 
None 
 

4. WELCOME TO NEW GGT MEMBERS 
 

The Chair welcomed both new GGT trustees who were there to observe the PC meeting. It was hoped that a 
reciprocal attendance could be re-started. 
 

5.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
Northumbria Police:- 
 

1/ Theft from the COOP – Offenders not from this area. The images have been circulated. 
2/ Minor assault – No complaints made. 
3/ Computer fraud – Action Fraud have been notified. 

 
PC Richie confirmed that the new operating model with begin in the new year which it is hoped that this will 
give more time to preventing/investigating crimes. Cllr Angus Murray raised the issue of complaints regarding 
speeding on South Road and discussion followed regarding what is needed for a police camera to be 
actioned. 

 
    

6. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 25/11/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28/10/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Donkin seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 

 Cllr Donkin reported that he had met with Mr King of Codair regarding the parish display cases. The 
existing glass is to be cleaned and then replaced if no better. 

 
 
  

8. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets – Still awaiting the hand dryer in the disabled toilets as this now needs to be 
replaced. Also the guttering has still to be repaired. Clerk to email again as matter of urgency. 

 NCC Works – School works still not fully complete although it had now been agreed as to the 
changes that were required. 

- The Peth double yellow lines – Has gone to planning, notices are issued and it is 
hoped the works will be carried out mid- late January. 



 

 

- Cllr Mather reported that he has requested to see the footage from the camera siting, 
this had been declined under the data protection act. Email to be sent expressing 
disappointment at delays. 

 Parish Carol Service was a great success. The Chair thanked the cllrs that attended, St Marys Church 
and all the participants. Good feedback had been received with £481.44 being raised for R.A.B.I and 
MIND. It was noted that the R.A.B.I. representative gave an informative talk but it was disappointing 
that MIND did not attend. It was felt that the bad weather had an adverse effect on attendance and 
that the stage should be utilised more next year. 

 Suggestions boxes now have been received and will be installed into the PO and hopefully the 
COOP. It was also suggested that the Riverside community rooms should have some leaflets left. 

 Speed limit change request to be extended to Turvelaws has been refused by Highways as it is a 
straight road and does not have a min of 20 properties in that area. 

 ITA – the meeting was updated as to an additional letter that has been send to the planning 
department. The meeting agreed that there had been no change that meant the PC could make 
further comment. 

 Update on Employment Meeting – The Chair reported that a meeting held been held with the Clerk 
and was pleased to report that both sides were happy with progress and as had been previously 
agreed, the Clerk was to receive a 1 point increment payrise and the PC would pay for the first round 
of training with SLCC and membership. Thanks were extended for work completed to date. The 
meeting was also informed of issues with NCC finance department not updating records with new 
address, it was agreed that Cllr Anthony Murray would be copied into emails to this department. 

 Litter Campaign – the meeting was informed of posters that would be forthcoming to be distributed to 
shops regarding litter. 

 Grit Bins – The Chair reported that 2 requests for grit bins had been made to NCC. A refusal had 
been received for the bin at Fenton Grange as the area did not meet NCC criteria. No answer had 
been received regarding the area around the Middle School. The clerk will email to chase. 

 Snow Clearance – The Chair informed the meeting of a new snow warden scheme which we could 
sign up to, this would provide a high viz jacket, hat with light, gloves etc and 5 bags of salt for each 
warden. The meeting agreed that this could be combined with the initiative whereby disabled etc 
received priority path clearing. The meeting agreed that the Snow Warden scheme should be adopted 
and Cllr Napier would take the lead on this project. Cllr Murray felt funding may be available for grit 
bins although Cllr Mather reported NCC would not put salt into private bins. 
 

9. RIVERSIDE BANK          UPDATE  
 
The Chair reported all bulbs now planted, thanks to all those involved (Cllrs and volunteers). The meeting 
agreed that now need to see what comes up and where to then re-plant next year. 
 

10. PRECEPT         DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

The meeting was given the upto date figures for spending so far this year. The Cllrs received a copy of the 
cash sheet and each expenditure area was discussed and the budget for 20/21 was agreed. The Chair 
confirmed that the PC had been prudent with spending and with the exceptional voluntary work done by all 
Cllrs, this has meant that no increase was required on Precept this year. The Chair proposed the motion, Cllr 
Cumming seconded, all agreed. Cllr Anthony Murray made particular note of how careful the PC are with 
funds. 

 
11. TORY SITE – Trees        UPDATE & DECISION 

 
The meeting was informed of the original quote for the tree survey and that it appeared to have been “overkill” 
for what would be needed for the insurance. The spec. had been re-written and on that basis 3 quotes had 
been received, the cheapest being £550. Cllr Angus Murray proposed this quote should be accepted and the 
meeting unanimously agreed to instruct Shaun Scott to carry out the tree survey asap. The meeting also 
agreed that the Clerk should email Mike Robbins at NCC Estates to get a definitive split between Fergusons 
trees and the PC’s. 
 
 

12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT       REPORT & DECISION 
 
Very little to report this month, acknowledged that “Men in the Shed” was to be discussed and he felt this was 
a very important resource to the Wooler community. Ad Geferin was now moving forward and this was very 
pleasing.  
 
 
 



 

 

13. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 
Brysons Park – No reply had yet been received regarding the land adoption. The Chair had spoken to NCC 
regarding the grass cutting bill at Bryson Pk and confirmed no overcharge had been made for the football 
pitches. The meeting agreed that these charges should be re-visited once new quotes were received from 
NCC. 
 

14. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Construction of detached dwelling house and detached garage. Land south of 18 Victoria Rd, Wooler 
– Application 19/04510/FUL 
Cllr Anthony Murray requested that this planning decision be put forward to Local Northern area 
committee to discuss. The meeting agreed unanimously. 

    
15. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 

 

 Construction of two storey dwelling house, 36a Glendale Road, Wooler – GRANTED 
 
   

16. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Men in the Shed – The Chair confirmed that he and the Clerk had attended a meeting with the new 
group regarding issues that had arisen and the difficulties the Chair had encountered trying to get a 
meeting with RVS. It was also noted that The Chair had been told that an approach to GGT had been 
met with a requirement for £1k into the bank account and the GGT would take 10% of all takings. The 
meeting felt this was “unsupportive” and such a vital community resource should be kept in Wooler. 
Some tools had already been donated but lack of original records meant it was impossible to 
distinguish between the RVS tools originally funded from a lottery grant and those donated from 
private individuals since. Further emails had been sent requesting information on the constitution, 
bank account for Wooler Men in the Shed, etc. The landlord was being very supportive and had 
offered free rental period until March 2020. Discussion followed as to the best way forward.  

 
 

17. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Mark Trotter reported to the meeting on funding opportunities he had been researching. The 
meeting discussed how best to move forward on this project and it was agreed that the NCC should 
be approached to give talk on the best approach to raising funds both for the WPC and the Archbold 
Trust.  

 Cllr Robertson raised the point that the area for advertising discussed in the last meeting was actually 
meant to be the seating area. Cllr Napier is to approach the Drop in Centre regarding re-vamping the 
painting in this area. Cllr Curry reported that the toilets were now drained at Scotts Park. 

 The date for removal of Christmas lights was agreed as 11th January 2020, 10am at the bus station. 
 

The Chair wish all a merry Christmas and thanked everyone for all their hard work during the year. Thanks 
were also extended to Ian Smith of JPI Media for all his help and support. 

 
18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 27th January at 7pm. 
 

19. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 Insurance 

 School Farm Field 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

20. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

 

Glendale Middle School- Room Rental Nov/Dec 38.40 Card 

Glendale Paints – Paint for Skatepark 44.25  

SLCC Membership 2020 Clerk 117.00 Transfer 

SLCC Online Course – Clerk ILCA 118.00 Transfer 

Donkin Engineering – Sim card rental 12.26 Transfer 

Shopfitting warehouse – suggestion boxes 74.28 Transfer 

NCC – Nov Payroll 753.70 Transfer 

Festive Lights Co – Battery Packs RFF 24.56 Card 

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 


