
Public Meeting to Invite Residents to take part in Community Involvement Pre-Planning 
Application for further Development at North Farm Rennington.   

All residents are cordially invited to attend a public drop in meeting arranged for Monday 6th 
January 2020 at the village hall Rennington from 4pm - 7 pm where the proposals will be on 
display for everyone to see and pass comment representatives from Northumberland Estates and 
the Parish Council will be there to answer your questions. A presentation of the key aspects of the 
proposal will be given at 6pm. Please come along and share your comments. 

As most will be aware the preparatory work prior to the start of construction at North Farm 
Rennington is now underway.   

The history of development on this site goes back to 2012 when it was first proposed to develop the 
land at North Farm Steading together with land East of 12 – 26 Rennington. It was proposed in 
phases with a first stage put forward to build 12 homes.   

A public meeting was held in the village in October 2014 with Northumberland Estates to discuss the 
proposed development of a planning application for 15 houses at North Farm Steading. The general 
consensus of opinion was that further growth in the size of the village was desirable in that it helped 
to make the pub, village hall and church more sustainable and that the increase in population size 
and would assist in the argument to improve the village infrastructure. Residents also felt that the 
redevelopment of the North Farm Steading offered the best site for new housing in the village. In 
response to the planning application and the subject of affordable housing it was sought to have a 
mix of tenure and restore a previous village housing mix. It was also asked for phased development 
to allow staged and better social integration with the community. 

The initial phase of development approved at North Farm was for 13 new houses of which 6 were to 
be affordable and 2 dwellings created by converting existing stone farm buildings. This was 
subsequently altered in a new planning application which resulted in approval for 8 new homes and 
the 2 conversions and complete removal of the affordable homes. Although a number of objections 
were received from the Parish Council and local residents the planning application was approved 
and this is the phase of construction that is currently underway. 

Further meetings were held with the Estate, to express our feelings at the loss of smaller and 
affordable homes and almost complete disregard of the villages previously expressed views to the 
agreed plans. The estate cited reasons including the commercial viability of the site for a developer 
and the problems of getting social landlords to take on small numbers of houses in rural areas.  

The discussions were quite wide ranging and included being asked to come up with ideas on how a 
second phase at North Farm could be built that would satisfy some of the local needs. The Estate 
also confirmed that it had now taken on the responsibility of acting as a social landlord and was in 
the process of completing a site in Lesbury with a number of affordable homes to rent incorporated 
in the development 

The Parish Council is very aware of that any development within the village will not meet with 
unanimous approval, but at all times we have sought to reflect previous views of residents which 
have been expressed at public meetings, views expressed when commenting on recent planning 
applications and comments made directly or indirectly to Parish Councillors. A commonly expressed 
concern is the lack of affordable housing for local young people within the Parish which needs to be 
addressed. The council is aware of a number of young people and families who have moved out of 
the parish in the last few years due to lack of suitable housing. A view expressed by some older 
existing residents who are now finding their gardens / house too big to manage and would like 
something smaller and easier to manage but remaining in the village. They are currently unable to 
find suitable properties.  The need is for a mixture of size and tenure of homes available with in the 



village to try to address the imbalance of large and small homes. Residents have previously 
expressed concerns over the loss of Lee Moor farm walk which was flat and easy to negotiate.   

 
Current Proposals. 

The current proposal been put forward to build 19 homes including a number of affordable homes 
and houses of mixed sizes and tenure.  If this proposal is accepted the Parish Council has asked the 
Estate to consider withdrawing any plans on previously selected sites, particularly the grass field 
from North Farmhouse to South East Farm Cottages as previously identified in +the NCC Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).  

 
The Parish Council hope that the development now proposed by Northumberland Estates goes a 
long way to meeting many of these needs. 

The prepared plans show a proposed development which will have a mixture of houses and 
bungalows in a mixture of sizes and will include 

     6 – 3 bedroom houses               
    3  – 2 bedroom houses             
    4 – 4 bedroom houses       
                               2 – 3 bedroom bungalows                  
    4 – 2 bedroom bungalow  

A total of 19 new homes of which 8 are to be affordable.  Exactly which houses will be affordable 
and which will be for rent and which will be for purchase is still to be confirmed. 

In addition: 

As part of the development Northumberland Estates have agreed to the inclusion of a community 
orchard for the amenity use by all residents, together with a New Woodland having a Woodland 
Walk with full public access and linking up with existing Public Rights of Way Footpaths will provide 
additional footpaths with easy access, alongside the village. In addition, it will provide an increase in 
wildlife habitat and screening. 

 

 


