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Present 

Cllr J H Blackett-Ord 

Cllr A Johnston 
Cllr O Norris 

Cllr J Cousin 

Cllr A Dale 
Cllr J Johnston 

Cllr M Sowler  

Cllr I Hutchinson - County 

Clerk Miss J Johnston 
Clerk - Mrs Susan Saunders 

 

19.30    

01/19 Apologies for Absence  

02/19 Minutes of the meeting held on: 
Monday 12th November 2018. 

The minutes did not report the clerk interview and subsequent approval and appointment of the new 
clerk Mrs Susan Saunders. It was proposed that Miss J Johnston amend the minutes to include this and 

for them to be approved at the May meeting.  

PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                     SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                   AGREED                                                                     

03/19 Matters Arising  

• The potholes on Dodd Bank have not been filled but NCC have been in Plenmeller. 

• Cllr Hutchinson is trying to get the C322 road widening on the Local Transport Plan but does not 

think it is to be undertaken in the near future. 

• The policy for rumble strips is that they cannot be placed on an ‘A’ road. 

• The signs of 20mph for the school are still to be fitted. 

• The notice board at Plenmeller is still in need of repair. The clerk suggested hiring the cemetery 

staff to make the repair. They undertake odd jobs for the parishes in the joint committee for a 
reasonable rate. The clerk was instructed to speak to them and organise this. 

PROPOSED Cllr J Blackett-Ord             SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                   AGREED 
 

04/19 Risk Assessment 

The internal auditor has been changed for this year and so the audit risk does not need to be completed 
until next year. 

Miss Johnston read through the General Risk Assessment which was approved and signed by the chair. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                     SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                    AGREED 

05/19 Correspondence received since the last council meeting 

• A letter received from Liam Henry at NCC acknowledging the reply from the parish about the 

host council. 

• Posters about a litter campaign from NCC 

• Posters from Barnardo’s about helping children after school leaving age. 

• Letter from NCC to inform the cemetery refund is £21.00. 

• The War Memorial Bulletin. 

• Email with regard to the request for a reduction in the budget levy paid to the Joint Burial 
Committee. The clerk reported that once the host proposal is finally resolved, the Burial 

Committee will be drawing up constitution which will include a calculation for the budget levy for 
each council. The draft will go before each council for consultation. 

• An email was received with regard to a staffing matter.  

Resolution 

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public 
interest that the public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.” 

 

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by 

s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be 
excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 
by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                     SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                    AGREED 

There is a confidential Minute. 

06/19 Accounts for Payment  
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The following payments were approved. 
Mrs J Johnston – salary £200.43 

HMRC PAYE - £8.00 
Great North Air Ambulance - £50.00 

Total - £258.43 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                   SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                      AGREED 

Bank Reconciliation  

 
 

 
 

 

07/19 Any Other Business 
Cllr Norris reported that rubbish had been left over the wall in the car park along with graffiti on the wall. 

Cllr Blackett-Ord will investigate. 
A grit bin was discussed for Plenmeller but Cllr Hutchinson suggested that he ask for some grit piles to 

be placed. 

08/19 Dates and times of next meetings – Tuesday 21st May at Whitfield 
Annual Parish Meeting – 19.00 followed by The Parish Council Meeting – 19.30 

The meeting closed at 20.45 

 


