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At a meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 7 February 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. Shepherd, 
J.G. Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
3 members of the public were present 

  
184. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Elliott and Gibson.  
 
 
185. Neighbourhood Plan Group Report 
Pam Allen who had chaired the Lesbury NP Committee was in attendance for this item. Cllr Dr 
Hobrough reported back on a recent meeting of the Group with Jean Humphries from Lesbury as 
follows:- 
 
1. A neighbourhood plan had legality whereas a parish plan had little weight 
2. A group was needed to take it forward with Parish Councillors, involving local champions who would 
take responsibility for small areas of the community 
3. First step to approach the community to gain interest and volunteers  
4. Decide priorities and boundaries  
5. Gain support through the County Council and Community Action Northumberland 
6. Carry out housing survey, business audit, environment, green spaces and potential developments 
7. Finance - initial grant £9k, also £3k in kind from CAN 
8. Appoint a consultant - Jenny Ledenan has been involved with Lesbury and Longhoughton therefore 
knew the area. 
9. Final referendum run by NCC - could be 18 months away 
10. There was evidence that plans were working in Alnwick and Lesbury in questioning excess planning 
outside agreements. 
 
He proposed that the Parish Council proceed by calling a meeting of interested members of the 
community to form a committee, with a view to developing a Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan. Lesbury 
PC had agreed to support through Jean Humphries. Pam Allen had also indicated her support. 
 
Pam advised members of some the relevant issues which they had taken into account in developing a 
Plan. These included:- 
 

 Involving the community from the outset. 

 Setting up a steering group of residents and parish councillors who could bring a wide range 
of skills and interests, and representing as wide a geographical spread and age range as 
possible. Some knowledge of planning and the environment was useful.  

 Designation of the Parish area with NCC. 

 Involving local landowners and businesses.   

 Identifying the basis and objectives of the Plan, and commonality with the NCC Local Plan.  

 Collating background data and looking at what others had done. Data included an 
infrastructure order, housing needs survey, young people’s needs survey, establishment of 
settlement boundaries for the Parish. A consultant had not been engaged until as much 
background data had been collated as possible.  

 Ongoing community involvement was vital. A main community event had been held initially 
which had been used to identify priorities for the Parish, and regular updates had been 
provided in the parish newsletter 

 
Members discussed the merits to be gained from having a neighbourhood plan, and the issues which 
were relevant to Warkworth. It was generally felt that it would be beneficial to work with the community 
in a co-operative way to develop a vision for the area, which could be pulled together into one 
document.  
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It was therefore agreed to proceed towards a neighbourhood plan, and a meeting of interested 
members of the community be held in order to form a committee, with a view to developing a 
Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk/NP Group 

 
 
186. Minutes  
Agreed that the following minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair: 
(a) 3 January 2019 
(b) 24 January 2019  
 
 
187. Matters Arising 
Minute No. 169 (Condition of village pavements) – a walk around with a Highways staff member had 
been done the day before and any 20mm defects would be repaired. A number of cracked flags had 
also been identified. 
Minute No. 171 (Councillor reports) – a number of issues were raised: 

 the handrail at the Sun Hotel had been repaired.  

 the Christmas lights connection boxes agreed by the Parish Council previously would be installed 
as part of the heritage lighting installation. The electrician was investigating a remote control for the 
timers. 

 The metal floodlight outside the Sun Hotel had been identified by street lighting as not being of 
sufficient height or the correct voltage. It would therefore be removed at the weekend by the 
electrician.   

 
 
188. Standing Items  
188.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
HPRL had been contacted regarding the next stage of repairs, likely to take place towards the end of 
the year. The section of wall involved extended from the gate on the west side nearest Abbeyfields 
down to the war memorial and along to the main gate. This work should be less complex than the last 
as no major trees were involved.  
 
 
189. Guilden Place Safety Issues 
It was noted that a fence had now been erected between the SUDs pond and the playpark which was 
welcomed. The hedge would be planted when the planting time was right. It was noted that no planting 
had been done on the wildlife corridor as yet, and that the enforcement officer at NCC had been 
following up on a number of issues with Cussins.  
 
 
190. Northumberland Estates Leases - Update 
Some initial advice had been sought from NALC and CAN which had been very helpful. The discussion 
of the matter at the last meeting had highlighted some issues of concern around liabilities, the actual 
areas of land being leased and the proposed new areas which members felt required a further 
discussion with Northumberland Estates.  
 
Agreed that the Chair hold a further meeting with Northumberland Estates to discuss the Parish 
Council’s position. 
 
 
191. Land at Entrance to Morwick Gardens  
The Chair reported that a letter had been received from Northumberland Estates which confirmed that 
the land at Morwick Gardens adjoining Morwick Road did not form part of the Cussins development, but 
was to be added to the agricultural tenancy of Morwick Farm. The immediate area adjacent to 2 
Montagu Avenue would become fenced. It was suggested that this could be used as an amenity area 
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for the village and that this should be discussed with Northumberland Estates by the Chair as part of 
her meeting with them.  
 
  

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Chair 

 
 
192. King John Oak Tree 
The Chair reported that the Duke had given permission for this to be planted in the Castle field. Its exact 
location within the field would be carefully considered. It was felt that a commemorative plaque for the 
tree would be appropriate, which the Parish Council would supply.  
 
 
193. Grants Policy and Update  
An amended policy was considered. Members agreed that:- 

 Guidelines for the assessment of applications should go out with the application form. 

 Organisations should be able to demonstrate the need for financial assistance. 

 As with the current policy, organisations should be required to provide evidence of how the 
grant had been spent, and that an automatic reminder should be sent out after six months. 

 Recent beneficiaries should again be asked to provide such evidence. 

 The Finance Sub Group look further at the policy at its next meeting and set dates for future 
meetings to consider applications. 

 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk 

 
 
194. The Braid – Replacement Seat and Litterbin 
Members considered options for a replacement litterbin and seat on the Braid. It was agreed that the 
“Topsy” bin be ordered, and that the Clerk consult with Acklington Parish Council over which recycled 
plastic seats they had ordered recently. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk 

 
 
195. Request for Financial Support – Bailiffgate Museum 
Agreed that £50 donation be made.   
 
 

196. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Cllr Watson: an expanse of wildflowers behind the Church seemed to have been cut down. It was 
noted that the grasscutter usually went round these until they stopped growing.  
 

Agreed Action 

Cllr Dr Hobrough to discuss with Louise Cllr Dr Hobrough 

  
Cllr Cashmore: there was still a street light missing opposite Greenfield Place. This had been raised 
with the Street Lighting Engineer, but would be done again. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk 

 
Cllr Lilley: the gate on the playing field needed a new hinge. 
 

Agreed Action 

Investigate Chair 
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Cllr Shepherd: the path immediately adjacent to the back of the Castle was unsafe. She queried 
whether it should be fenced given its location. It was believed to be a right of way, and the Clerk was 
asked to raise with the Countryside Team. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk 

 
 

197. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson reported as follows:- 

 He had had a meeting with Countryside Team staff regarding the Hermitage path. NCC was 
exploring the possibility of a minimal intervention scheme to allow the path to be safely 
reopened along the river bank without the need to undertake heavy and expensive engineering 
works.  Subject to being satisfied that such a scheme was practical, the Council would make a 
decision on the next steps in the light of the estimated cost. Such a scheme would also require 
the agreement of the Environment Agency.  

 He had been informed that Dial Place would be resurfaced after Easter. Sets would be used 
instead on lines on the road, and the works would be aligned with the other traffic management 
measures which the Parish Council had previously discussed. 

 The “beware pedestrians” sign was now in place at Birling. 

 An issue at Mariners Way regarding the wrong use of parking space had been taken up. 

 He had asked Highways to grit Morwick Road from the top of Beal Bank as this was now a bus 
route, there was additional housing in the area and increasing numbers of pupils at the school. 

 Cussins advertising sign application – a revised plan had now been submitted and officer 
recommendation was to approve. The application could still be called to Committee but the 
recommendation for approval weakened the case for refusal significantly. He was currently 
negotiating with Cussins about getting the sign at the entrance to Montagu Avenue removed. 
The Chair reported an email received from a resident that day regarding his frustration over the 
Cussins advertising sign at the Montagu Avenue junction, and Cllr Dr Hobrough reported that 
the Cussins advertising sign on Rotary Way appeared to have been raised significantly. 

 The Chair reported an email from a resident regarding the gaps between the posts which had 
just been put on The Stanners, which he felt were too wide apart and still allowed cars to park 
there. The widest gap was 2.4m – which did allow access for a small car. This could be 
checked by the contractor, but it was felt that the rest were fine and that they had been 
incorporated into the area in a good way within the existing physical restrictions. The situation 
would be monitored. It was suggested that a sign “respect our village/ reserved for picnic 
amenity area” might be a good idea. The idea of an extension to the grasscell area had 
previously been agreed subject to sufficient funding, and members agreed that this could now 
proceed.  

    

Agreed Action 

Clerk to raise with contractor  Clerk 

 
 
198. Planning  
198.1 Planning Applications 
18/04413/FUL | Proposed change of use of land to storage yard including fencing and walls to 
boundaries and the erection of timber clad storage sheds used in connection with landscaping business 
which will be erected within the red line boundary (Retrospective) | Land North Of Old Helsay 
Warkworth Northumberland No comments 
 
19/00191/FUL | Proposed Change of use from residential (C3) and shop (A1) to Financial and 
Professional Services (A2) Removal of part internal dividing walls on first floor to allow open plan office 
space. | 20 Dial Place Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0XQ No comments 
 
19/00192/LBC | Listed Building Consent for change of use from (C3) and (A1) to (A2) and removal of 
part internal dividing walls on first floor to create open office space. | 20 Dial Place Warkworth NE65 
0XQ No comments  
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19/00054/FUL | Rear extension and upgrade of front bay window. | 16 The Butts Warkworth Morpeth 
Northumberland NE65 0SS No comments  
 
19/00189/VARYCO | Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) pursuant to planning application 
15/04229/FUL in order to amend appearance of garage | Birling Quarry, Birling Morpeth 
Northumberland NE65 0XS 
It was agreed that an objection be made on the following lines:- 
 

 The variation seemed to be a complete redesign, including proper windows in the roof. 

 There were concerns from the Parish Council that the variation was early planning for a future 
development as another dwelling, which would require planning permission. 

 The variation application breached the original plans, which should be objected to. 

 The variation represented a significant increase in footprint. 

  This was yet another retrospective application which should be objected to. 
. 
Councillor Watson took no part in the debate on these applications 
 
 
198.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted. 
 
 
199. Finance: 
199.1  Current Balances £29,079.69 Treasurers Account, £87,701.57 Instant Access Account as at 01 
January 2019 
 
199.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
January 2019 

£281.50 

 HMRC PAYE £59.60 

 Becks Groundworks  Work at The Stanners £729.60 

 NCC Grass cutting 2018-19 £8350.89 

 Northumberland Estates  Rent at The Stanners £10.00 

 Warkworth in Bloom Grant  £1500.00 

 Warkworth War Memorial Hall Room Hire £16.00 

 Percy at Warkworth Support to bring 
Percy the Pelican to 
Warkworth Show 

£80.00 

 
199.3.  Receipts: 

10.12.18 TSB Interest £71.70  

 
 
200.  Correspondence Received: 
200.1: Aln Valley Railway Update  
200.2: North Northumberland Local Area Council agenda 24 January 2019 
200.3: NALC Local Council of the Year 2019  
200.4: Northumberland Local Plan: Publication Draft Plan (Regulation 19) Consultation  
200.5: North Northumberland Local Area Council notification of Local Plan presentation – 21 February 
2019 
200.6: An email had been received from NCC regarding the use of the compound at the bottom of Beal 
Bank following concerns from the Parish Council about its untidy state. This would be discussed at a 
area management team meeting, and a report made back. 
200.7: Further to the last meeting, the Chair circulated a draft flyer which would seek input from the 
community on the use of the Beach Road football field. This would be circulated to members for 
comments before final issue. 
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200.8: Work would start on the heritage lighting scheme on 11 February. Some slight revisions had 
been made to the plans, following a walk round the previous day, to improve safety in one or two areas.  

 
 
201.  Information Items: 
201.1: NALC Enews 8 January 2019 

 201.2: NALC Enews 16 January 2019 
  201.3: NALC Enews 24 January 2019 

201.4: Communications from the National NALC  
201.5: NALC Social Media Policy 
201.6: NALC News 29 January 2019 

 
 

202. Items for next meeting 

 Report from the Finance Sub Group to meet 28 February 2019 

 Neighbourhood Plan Group report  
 
203. Date and Time of Next Meeting  
Thursday 7 March 2019 at 6.30 pm.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.57pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


