
 OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 19th November 2018 at 7.00pm.
Present:

Cllrs Pescod. (chair), Gilfillan and Smith, 6 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The Chair opened the meeting and asked the residents if they had any queries. Several were put forward: - 

i) Firstly, one resident raised concerns about the recent felling of a tree by his property which he had undertaken with another resident. The conifer appeared to be on “no mans land” and was overshadowing his property. He felt that the Parish Council had not been supportive. Cllr Pescod replied that although they would have preferred the tree concerned to remain, it was not in the conservation area and the Parish Council had not taken any steps to deter it, but Cllr Pescod noted the comments made by the resident as to why the work was carried out.
ii) The same resident also felt that the bridleway behind Dene Terrace leading to Overdene, was needing attention. Cllr Pescod replied this was the first time the Parish Council had been notified but the Cllrs will investigate and take up with the relevant authorities. The resident acknowledged that some of the bridleway had been repaired but other areas were at times almost impassable. This was confirmed by one of the other residents at the meeting who felt a stretch of about 100 metres required remedial work. The Cllrs will decide what action to take during the meeting proper, and it may be that the Parish Council will be expected to contribute towards the work. 
iii) The resident also stated that a gate half way along the bridleway should be removed. He thought it had been fitted about 12 years ago by the landowner. Again, the Cllrs will consider the matter during the meeting.
iv) Concerns about the state of the road leading to the Social Club and poor lighting had been raised with County Cllr Quinn and the Clerk confirmed that the County Cllr had mentioned it in an email. 
v) Questions were asked if anything could be done in relation to speeding on the road to Ovingham by the bends and the Bywell road turn off. The resident thought the 60mph was excessive as the road was narrow, with poor visibility especially with the number of cyclists using the road not to mention walkers and horses. Cllr Pescod replied that he agreed with everything he said but although the Parish Council have pressed County Council for several years, the area was not seen as a priority according to the “accident severity scale”. All agreed that straightening the road would not help matters as it would probably encourage further speeding, but the Cllrs will remind County Council of their concerns.
vi)  Could double yellow lines be considered for some areas in Ovington due to inconsiderate parking. Photographic evidence of this in particular by the bus stop and east end of the village and by the old school house were shown to the Cllrs.  Cllr Gilfillan agreed it was a big issue in the village as many residents had 2 or 3 cars these days. Cllr Pescod accepted it was a fair point and said he will raise it in the next village newsletter, but the Parish Council cannot guarantee how effective that will be. Ultimately, any consideration for yellow lines is a Highways decision.

(Five residents left the meeting at 7.50pm).
1808: Apologies for absence: Received from Cllrs Bailey and Pigg, and County Cllr Quinn.
1809: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd September 2018: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

1810: County Councillors report: The Clerk advised although a report had not been submitted, County Cllr Quinn had confirmed she would support any issue raised with regards speeding. 
1811: Matters Arising:  
i) Traffic issues: See above.
ii) Grass Cutting: Cllr Gilfillan stated grass cutting undertaken by both Karbon and NCC was acceptable now. 
iii) Standing Orders & Policies: The Clerk had circulated a copy of a Financial Regulation Policy to be considered. Although it was agreed that much was unlikely to ever be relevant, it was best practice to include and therefore it was decided to adopt the policy.

1812: Planning Applications: 
Cllr Gilfillan declared an interest in the application for 7 Little Buildings and had taken no part in any discussions.

18/03579/Ful – 7 Little Buildings – to replace existing steps at rear of property with new timber platform and steps – Objection 
18/01819/Ful – Rose Cottage – vary condition 2 to change sliding door/window arrangement to rear elevation – no objections
18/02358/Ful – 1 Springfield – enlarged front porch and new boundary wall – Granted
18/03360/FUL – Greengates – re-submission of application to extension south and east of single storey house – no objections
18/03122/FUL-  Saddlers Cottage – proposed single storey rear extension ​- Granted
1813: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 19 November


£12.00
          M Davenport (sal & exp July – Sept)



£285.41

          Ovingham Parish Council (50% share of bollards by school)
£560.00

          East Tynedale Forum (annual membership)


£30.00

          Royal British Legion (poppy wreath)



£30.00
1814: To consider precept for 2019-2020: The Clerk had circulated details of expenditure/income to date and expected for year end. Although the Cllrs did not believe an increase in the current rate of precept was probable, they deferred any decision until the January meeting. This should also ensure full council took part in the decision and also if the Parish Council had received any feedback from NCC with regards the state of the bridleway mentioned above, and if so, whether a contribution was expected.
1815: To note conclusion of audit for financial year 2017-2018: The Clerk explained that as an exempt authority, the Parish Council had not received any feedback from the external auditors, and because of the time lapse, would not receive anything. However, it was agreed that it be minuted that the audit had been concluded.
1816: S106 Housing Development Fund: Notification had been received from NCC that there was money available in the S106 housing fund. How much had not been revealed, and although Cllr Gilfillan had looked at the documentation, and that repairs on play equipment should be eligible, he will raise it with the Community Group as it was understood submissions could not be made by Parish Councils. Cllr Gilfillan confirmed their next meeting was 21st November. 
1817: Village Environment: Cllr Pescod proposed that letters be written to NCC regarding the state of the bridle path mentioned above asking if remedial works can be undertaken, possibly in stages. Letters should also be sent to NCC (and copying in County Councillor Quinn) about the state of the road leading to the social club and state of lighting, speeding on the Ovingham road. This was agreed. Cllr Smith suggested a quick survey of trees in the village – Cllr Gilfillan asked that it be put on the next agenda as a specific item and Cllr Smith offered to look at it. Following the recent village walk around, some issues will be raised in the village newsletter. Cllr Gilfillan had mentioned the state of the wall by the entry well on the north side of the west road to Allendale Estates, but the Clerk will send an official letter. Cllr Pescod will check with Cllr Pigg with regards the field fence on joiners’ bank. Also, to check with Fred Swindale about staking two trees. The Clerk confirmed she had contacted NCC about the tree at the bottom of Springfield Close who will look at it although initial thoughts from NCC was it did not cause any problems.  
1818: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan advised the calendar launch for Community Group funds was scheduled for the end of November. A children’s xmas party is also planned.

Cllr Pescod reported that the Burial Committee were gradually dealing with issues with trees – there was not much to report just now. 
1819: Correspondence: 
a) Prudhoe Town Council– to consider employing an enforcement officer on a pro rata basis. This was to include local Parish Councils and was to deal with litter and dog fouling. However, the Clerk advised Ovingham Parish Council were not in favour of the scheme due to costs and she understood Stocksfield & Broomley Parish Council may not partake as their main concern was litter thrown from vehicles and felt an enforcement officer would have little effect. The Cllrs agreed that they also would not take the proposal any further.
1820: Next Meeting:  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 7th January 2019.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm
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