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Minutes of the Meeting of Ovingham Parish Council held on 20th June 2019 at 7.15 p.m. in the Reading Room, Ovingham

Present: Councillors Jordon, Gray, Campbell, MacDonald, Foster and Kirkland and 1 member of the public. 
1. Apologies for absence was received from Cllr Jackson (work commitments) and County Cllr Quinn. 
2. There were no declarations of interest.

3. The minutes of the last meeting on 16th May 2019, having previously been circulated were taken as read, agreed and signed.

4. County Councillors’ Report: County Cllr Quinn had not been able to attend the meeting unfortunately. Cllr Jordon commented that the recent award of Community Champions to three Ovingham residents in the Pavilion had been attended by Guy Opperman MP and County Cllr Quinn, together with family members and friends. It had been a lovely social occasion and presentation and very much appreciated by all.
5. Matters arising: -
i) Traffic issues: Cllr Jordon had forwarded an update after the last meeting. Bus stop markings and those for the cemetery road have been passed to the relevant department at NCC but no indication yet when these will be done. Neil Snowdon had confirmed the scheme for the 20mph light flashing speed signs outside the schools is with the design team and will be forwarded for comment once the scheme is ready. With regards parking by the schools, his view was that NCC needed to engage with the schools – a meeting is to be arranged. However, he had also advised that NCC road safety officer had encountered some issues with one of the schools regarding cycle training. Cllr Jordon to arrange a meeting with the First School to update the Executive Head on progress so far with speeding and parking. 
ii) Ovingham Oracle: The Clerk had contacted the editing team who confirmed they had enough funds in place to produce the next edition of the Oracle. In line with the recently approved policy, the Cllrs will therefore consider the request for funding at their October meeting.

iii) Tree Survey: A quote had been received to carry out some work – removing ivy from some trees on Castle View and by the Church bus stop and remove a holly tree on Castle View. This totalled £150 (plus VAT) and was approved.
iv) Small Schemes Fund: County Cllr Quinn had confirmed that funds were available for Ovingham for new play equipment from the small funds scheme. Cllrs Foster and MacDonald had been looking at quotes for play equipment, but Cllrs thought it was advisable to look at other play areas to see what seemed popular. It was proposed that any new equipment will be sited where the climbing frame had been and the surrounding area. A final decision needs to be made in the next few weeks – ideas and prices will be brought to the next meeting.
6. Accounts to pay/be paid:
M. Davenport (Salary & expenses May)
  

£306.21
Ovingham Reading Room (Room Hire May)

£15.00

D Jordon (Plants, various)




£156.58

Anglian Water (quarterly charge)



£16.79

Play Inspection Co (Annual inspection)


£78.00

P Holden (petrol for mower)



£78.26
I Campbell (paint for pavilion doors)


£12.00
7. Planning Application:
19/01076/FELTPO – 1 The Croft, Horsley Road: Application to fell 1 lime tree – REFUSED. Cllr Jordon explained that insufficient evidence had been submitted by the applicant to planning and therefore planning had no justifiable reason to grant the application.

Cllr Gray also advised that there were no other updates on ongoing applications.
8. To consider request from Chat Club to plant a tree: The Clerk had circulated a letter received from the Chat Club. Following a donation, they wished to plant a pink hawthorn, like a tree on the south side of Piper Road junction. They wish to plant it on the north and east side by the cherry tree and will monitor and nurture its growth at no expense to the Parish Council. Cllr Macdonald thought it may not be the best position due to lack of sunlight, but the Cllrs agreed to the proposal.
9. Annual Governance & Accountability return for 2018/2019: 
9.1. To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor: The Clerk had not received a written report from the internal auditor but will chase this up with him. She confirmed that no issues had been raised.
9.2. To approve the Annual Governance Statement: This was read out and approved.

9.3. To approve the draft annual accounts for 2018/2019: These had been previously circulated and unanimously approved.

9.4. To approve the accounting statement and explanation of variances: Figures had been circulated and the Clerk had advised of variances. This related to other income received which was due to less VAT being reclaimed compared to the 2017/2018 financial year. Fixed assets had increased due to purchase of a litter bin and equipment for defibrillator.

9.5. To confirm and approve the Certificate of exemption: The annual gross income was £19,103 and annual gross expenditure £20,672 and therefore the Cllrs approved the Certificate of exemption.

      The Clerk confirmed relevant certificates will be forwarded to the external auditor and placed on the website. Also, that notice will be published for period for exercise of publish rights.

10. To consider Annual Play Inspection Report: A comprehensive report had again been received from the Play Inspection Company. Cllr Jordon had summarised the findings which were noted as being either low risk or very low risk which was an improvement from the previous year. Although the inspection had been carried out earlier than normal, it was agreed that regular monitoring had proved effective and this will continue. Cllr Jordon proposed that future ground maintenance of the playing field be undertaken officially and accounted for in the budget. She had calculated it will likely be a maximum of five days in total to cover such issues as weed spraying and strimming and cutting the hedge. The Cllrs agreed, and she will contact two regular grounds maintenance contractors with more details and for a quote which will be discussed fully at the next meeting.
11. Parish Council Surgery/Village plan updates: Cllr Jordon had circulated updated action plans. Road repairs on Horsley Road will be undertaken by NCC; loose boards on the pedestrian footbridge have been made safe and further work will be carried out during the summer to replace the boards; the path from the chalets on Horsley Road still needing completing; a response had not been received from Karbon Homes regarding damage to the green on Windsor Crescent; the changing rooms and toilets at the Pavilion needed painting and quotes will be obtained. Cllr Jordon also advised a request had been received to replace the tarpaulin cover for the lawn mower which is currently stored in a resident’s garden. The resident was happy for it the mower to remain there and he had forwarded details of a cover. However, Cllr Jordon suggested that a fitted cover be a better option and she will make further enquiries.  
12. Village environment: Cllr Jordon reported that the PCC had submitted a faculty to put a new notice board in the Churchyard. The grit box at the bottom of Horsley Road will be removed and replaced. Weed spraying is behind schedule but should be undertaken in the next few weeks. NCC grass cutting team had not been able to cut parts of Horsley Road due to parked cars. Cllr Campbell had painted the doors at the pavilion which had been vandalized with graffiti. There had been campers on the village green and complaints had been received. It was not a police matter and NCC had informed the Clerk as it was on Parish Council land they could not do anything. Cllr Jordon had now put up “No camping” signs. 
13. Committee Reports: Cllr Gray advised the Goose Fair had been very successful. Feedback had been extremely positive, and indications were all participating groups had enjoyed a good day. Cllr Jordon informed the meeting that the bric-a-brac stall to raise funds for new play equipment had made £270 and she was extremely grateful for help received from Irene Swinburn.

Cllr Jordon reported that work on the North Chapel south wall at the cemetery had been undertaken and quotes were now being obtained for that of the South Chapel wall. The Clerk to the Burial Committee was updating policies and documents. 

14. Correspondence:
a) To note forthcoming consultation on Local Draft Plan (NCC): Cllr Gray had looked at this and advised that no further comment was required from the Parish Council.
b) Crawcrook Football Team – request to use Playing Field & showers: Cllr Jordon had been approached by this team who wished to play on alternate Sundays and use the changing rooms and showers. Cllr Jordon had discussed details with the team manager and suggested an annual fee of £550 be charged and the Cllrs consider hiring a cleaner. It was agreed that Cllr Jordon will contact Crawcrook team with this proposal. The Clerk also needed to draft terms of hire policy and booking forms and these will be considered at the July meeting together with possibility of employing a cleaner.
15. Distribution: There was no distribution this month
16. Any other business as considered urgent by the Chair: Cllr Jordon advised that she and Cllr Gray will attend a Flood Forum meeting on the 21st June at Hexham. A “drop in” session had also been arranged for Ovingham residents for 11th July which will give people updates.
     21.      The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 18th July at 
 
     7.15pm.
   There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm
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