


Minutes of ordinary meeting of Warden Parish Council held in Newbrough Town Hall on Monday 1st July 2019 commencing at 7.00pm

Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, D Bowman
R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public

2019/60	Apologies for Absence
D Liddle, M Kendrew

2019/61	Declaration of Interests 
County Council had advised Parish Councils to ensure individual Parish Cllr Declaration of Interests displayed on County Council web-site are up-to-date: amendments can be emailed to County Council Monitoring Officer.

Cllr G Charlton declared an interest in allotments. Cllr SJ Heminsley, S Robson and County Cllr R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn.

2019/62	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 13th May 2019
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 13th May 2019 were accepted as a true record.

2019/63	Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 13th May 2019 (not on agenda)
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting held on Monday 13th May 2019.  

It was noted that the meeting date had not been listed under Events on Parish Council web-site, and it was agreed this would be displayed in the future.  Parishioner had noted agricultural vehicles appeared to be travelling at through the parish at much slower speeds than in recent years.

2019/64	Allotments
Cllr RM Tindall had carried out a site visit, with some plots looking magnificent, however three gardens had given cause for concern due to untidiness/weeds.  It was agreed to send a general notice to all allotment holders stating that anyone having difficulty in cultivating their plots to contact the council. ACTION: Clerk to forward note to allotment holders.  On a further matter, unfortunately the water supply to the site had been turned off, with landowner stating the reason for this had been due to leaks, and it was agreed Northumbrian Water would be approached to discuss installation of a tap – ACTION: Cllr RM Tindall to contact Northumbrian Water.  A possibleinterim solution would be to install a device for easier access to the well water supply, such as a pump.

2019/65	Litter pick
Survey had been received from County Council regarding their recent anti-littering campaign, ACTION: Cllr G Charton to 
complete.  Comment had been received suggesting the number of bags of litter collected at each litter pick be 
publicised so younger people can view, such as in bus shelters - Cllr G Charlton suggested the next litter pick should be 
organised on a date when young people could be involved.

2019/66	Roads/footpaths – hedgecutting; speeding agricultural vehicles; dangerous parking
Letter of thanks had been received following County Council carrying out strimming works on footpath to school, however if no further maintenance was carried out in the near future, the annual problem with overgrown hedge/shrubbery would re-occur, however at the present time the hedge is the shortest it has been.  It was agreed the County Council would be contacted to ask if the area could be actioned again late July/early August. ACTION: Clerk to contact County Council. Quote had been received from Parish Council gardeners at a cost of £400-£600 to carry out hedgecutting - maintenance of the area is not the responsibility of the Parish Council, however it was agreed a site visit would be carried out in a few weeks’ time to ascertain the condition of shrubbery on several footpaths.  ACTION: Clerk to contact County Council, Cllr’s SJ Heminsley & G Charlton to carry out site visit.  Speeding agricultural vehicles discussed earlier.  Cllr D Liddle not present to give update on dangerous parking.  Homers Lane road improvement currently being actioned.  It was suggested County Council be contacted to express thanks for recent works at crossing, riverside footpath and roadworks, however it was agreed to initially forward letter of thanks regarding footpath strimming works which had attracted complimentary comments within the village.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to draft letter of thanks to NCC. Further letter of thanks to be considered at next meeting when road improvements had been completed.  

2019/67	Correspondence 
· Tynedale Hospice at Home newsletter
· Parishioner had forwarded letter regarding noticeboard at garage being not very visible due to a log store placed infront of it.  It was agreed to discuss this issue further at the next Parish Council meeting.  ACTION: Clerk to include on next meeting agenda and inform resident of this.

2019/68	Planning 
2019/68/01	Planning Applications received:
· 19/01571/FUL: Nether Warden House, erection of building to enclose existing outdoor riding manege and ; creation of new outdoor manege with sand/fibre surface, with associated fencing and hard and soft landscaping -  no objections.
· 19/01564/VARYCO: Butt Bank Cottage, Butt Bank, Fourstones – Variation of condition two to approved planning application 16/02976/FUL – no objections.
2019/68/02	Local Plan Consultation/proposal for Wharmley gravel works
County Council had confirmed they had tabled the removal of the gravel works site from the Local Plan as a major modification to be considered by the Local Plan Examination Inspector,. The site was currently still included in the Local Plan as the document that had been submitted  (Regulation 19 Version)could only be removed by the Planning Inspectorate at the next stage of planning due in September. NCC had confirmed in writing that they will be making a formal request in September for the removal of the Wharmley site from the Northumberland Local Plan.
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2019/69	Reports – Town Hall – election of PC representative; Sportsfield Association; Northumberland County Council 
The rejuvenation of the  Town Hall continues apace, with regular fundraising events being held.  Cllr RM Tindall had attended AGM as an individual and confirmed the financial position was much improved.  Cllr D Bowman reported letter of concern had been forwarded to Newbrough Parish Council regarding the unacceptable state of the fence surrounding the Sportsfield, and as it was believed the tenancy was between Warden and Newbrough Parish Councils, they would be responsible for repairing the fence, along with the Sportsfield Association.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to check on responsibility for fence and to speak to Newbrough Parish Council Chairman.  County Cllr R Gibson had been contacted  regarding an incident with a child being hit by a vehicle, he will discuss 20mph speed limit with County Hall and investigate possible safety measures that might be adopted.  

2019/70	Financial Matters
2019/70/01	Payments authorised: C Miller – May, June Salary £303.61  & expenses £35.63; HMRC £48.60; DH Charlton - £240, gardening/grasscutting; B Gustard, gardening/grasscutting - £240; ROSPA - play area inspection, £114.
2019/70/02	To consider quotation for quote received for hedge cutting and approve if appropriate – discussed earlier.
2019/70/03	To discuss tender for grasscutting services November 2019 – Parish Council’s should re-tender for works every 3 to 5 years, however it was believed the current grasscutting services were more than adequate. reasonably priced and the commitment to work excellent, with some tasks carried out free of charge, and great pride taken in the work.   It was therefore agreed the works would not be retendered at the present time.
2019/70/04	To approve additional bank signatorie(s) – Application to bank to be submitted for Clerk to be approved as bank signatory, with all three existing signatories required to complete form.



2019/71	The Railway Inn
A lot of interest had recently been shown in the building, with Fourstones Community Venture Group continuing to be interested in seeing the pub reopened.  Parish Council sponsorship of the building as a community asset would run out December 2020 at which point a renewal of the application would be considered.

2019/72	Play area
Annual ROSPA play area inspection had been received with no remedial tasks required at the present time, apart from comment relating to the gate latch.A budget of up to £50 was agreed for the repair, if required – Cllr WJ Foot offered to inspect the gate and report back.

2019/73	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Andy Tiplady remains the lead contact,  with Warden remaining the main area of future concern following Storm Desmond.A final report from the Environment Agency is expected soon and a newsletter update had been produced by the EA for residents.  Northumbria Water are in the process of producing a drainage map of the entire area.  There was a discussion about whether  gravel should be  removed from bridge arches. The EA report will cover this aspect, including the potential unintended consequences that improvements in one area might have in other areas of the valley. However, there should be an opportunity for parishioners to attend an open meeting with the Environment Agency in the near future. Action: Cllr Heminsley to discuss with Andy Tiplady and the EA.    

2019/74	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Letter of thanks to County Council
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to compile letter of thanks regarding 
recent strimming/hedge works

	County Council, litter picking questionnaire
	Cllr G Charlton to complete

	Garage noticeboard
	Clerk to include matter on next agenda and inform 
parishioner of this.

	Hedgecutting
	Clerk to request further strimming work be actioned by 
County Council

	Allotments
	Clerk to contact all allotment holders regarding the need to maintain allotments appropriately; Cllr RM Tindall to contact 
Northumbria Water regarding possibility of a tap.

	Sportsfield fencing
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to confirm Parish Council maintenance 
responsibilities.

	Railway Inn
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to produce update as a member of 
Community Venture.



2019/75	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 2nd September 2019 commencing 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall.

The meeting closed at 850pm.
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