
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Revised Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 22nd July 2019 at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair).  Councillors: Angus Murray (Vice), Kevan Curry, Joyce Robertson,   
Mark Napier, Tom Armstrong, Caroline Cumming. 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (New Clerk), PC 8872 Richie (Northumbria Police), Patsy Healey (Wooler 
Neighborhood Plan) 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Councillors Anthony Murray & Robert Donkin.   
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

To receive from members, in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting disclosure of any 
personal or prejudicial interests. Item 8 – Cllr Murray (Vice Chair), Item 12 – Cllr Napier.  

 
4.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

Northumbria Police:- 

 2 minor domestic drunken altercations at Riverside Park 

 1 drunken altercation – no complaint made 

 Vunerable Person burglary – person arrested and bailed 

 Incident on The Peth – 2 persons remain in custody following “drunk/drive” incident. 
 
 

Cold Callers – Leaflets, Stickers, Notices 
PC Richie was asked what resources would be available following a question raised by member of public 
concerning the above – currently in short supply but Cllr Murray to follow up. Meeting agreed that road 
signs may identify “target” areas rather than deter. PC Richie agreed that PCSO could attend at the 
Saturday Coffee Mornings to discuss with residents what actions should be taken when confronted with 
cold callers. 
 
Discussion followed regarding lack of police in attendance at the Glendale Festival and meeting advised 
to contact Gail Cassidy to advise of any local events. A written complaint is to be made concerning the 
lack of Police cover in the Wooler area and the delay in response to the Peth incident. 
    

5. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 24/6/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.  Changes were submitted as follows: 

 Item 16 – Note made of change in wording following complaints received. 
 
 
The revised minutes of the meeting held on 24/6/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.  
Cllr Angus Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Armstrong seconded them.  The Chair signed the 
minutes. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
as above item 16. 

    
7. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 

 

 Dog fouling – extra bin. 3 extra bins have been costed at £169.95 each. Shirley Mills has requested 
that “pooh bags” are provided at all bin sites and offered to provide the first 1,000. Note was made 
that a previous trial of providing free bags in the NCC area had resulted in thefts of bags but meeting 
agreed that may be worth trialling in this area to see if problem re-occurs. Cllr Napier requested an 
additional bin next to the Ford at Haughhead as used pooh bags are left on the ground. 

 

 NALC Standards Training – Disclosure of Interest update 
Cllr Anthony Murray had submitted changes and the meeting confirmed no further changes, Meeting 
advised of NALC training Thursday 25th July for Cllr Mather, Murray and the Parish Clerk. 



 

 

 Councillor Vacancy – No interest expressed so far, discussion followed regarding generating more 
interest, to be re-advertised on Facebook, the Drop in centre and all Cllrs took a revised advert to 
increase coverage. 

 Glendale Festival – Cllr Murray reported on the meeting with the organisers of the festival concerning 
risk assessments and insurance. The meeting agreed that the organisers of the Glendale Festival 
should be asked for all relevant insurance documentation a month prior to next years’ event to enable 
the Clerk to confirm compliance with Wooler Parish Council insurance. Comment was also made 
regarding the parking on the The Peth rather than the alternative parking site that had been provided. 
Meeting agreed that additional parking signs should be displayed for local events/funerals. 

 Chevy Chase – A thank you email had been received following the successful event. 

 Updates on Highways Report – Intended notices of the following to be advertised for 3 wks–  
 

Middle School Option 1 has been adopted, widening of pavement and reduction of road to 
single lane 
Double yellow lines outside Brewery towards Garden Centre 
Double yellow lines on Ramseys Lane 
 
Works on A697 of footpath from Glendale Business Park to Haughhead will be completed by 
March 2020 

 
Keep clear to be re-introduced within 6 weeks on The Peth with investigations to be carried 
out regarding possible double yellow lines down one side. Cllr Mather to email Neil Snowdon 
to confirm planning process for yellow lines. 
High Street parking time increase will also be included in the integrated notice 
Local Transport Plan Feedback received – Widening of Ramseys Lane – Denied 

- Path from Wooler to Haugh Head to be included 
for feasibility/design 2019/2020 

Crossing on the High Street from Beauty Bank to Coop – A survey to be carried out for     
justification and feasibility.  

 
Further 3 priorities need to be considered for next LPT plan 2020/2021. To be included in next 
meeting agenda. 
 

 Rough Sleeper Report – Request had been received for rough sleeper survey- completed by Cllr 
Murray, no rough sleepers reported in the Wooler area. 

8. RIVERIDE BANK        UPDATE & DECISION   
Cllr Mather reported on meeting with Mrs Robson concerning provision of a memorial picnic bench which she 
would now like sited on the Riverside bank. Meeting agreed. Donation received from Wooler Fountain 
Restoration Group towards 2 round benches. Whilst the donations will not cover all costs they will help 
considerably. 
Cllr Murray reported on phase II of the Riverbank works - still awaiting a response from the Environmental 
Agency concerning felling of trees. A site meeting was suggested to confirm which trees/branches are to be 
removed – the meeting agreed. Cllr Mather confirmed an invoice had been raised for the logs sold for the 
previous works but that it is unlikely to raise the same income for these works. Once this work has been 
carried out it is planned that the strimming should continue at the side of Scotts Park. 
Cllr Mather thanked Cllr Murray for the strimming of the Riverbank and Cllr Murray reported that the Riverside 
Park had agreed to continue the strimming work this year. A letter to be sent to the Park thanking them for 
their help. Note made that it will be necessary to confirm what help they may be prepared to offer for next year 
as this will affect the council grass cutting contract. 
Cllr Mather to check requirements regarding life ring.  
 

9. STREET LIGHTING        UPDATE & DECISION 
Cllr Mather reported no response had been received, will continue to chase. 

 
10. PARISH COUNCIL LEAFLET       DISCUSSION & DECISION 

Cllr Mather explained that following various comments on Facebook, the Clerk had been asked to produce a 
draft information leaflet that could be circulated to all members of the public. The leaflet is to detail what the 
Parish Council can do and the things it is not in direct control. All Cllrs confirmed in favour of leaflet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT  & DECISION 
Not available 

 
12. COMMUNITY SITE PROJECT (School Farm Field)    UPDATE & DECISION 

Cllr Mather reported that all paperwork now signed and returned to the legal department. The entrance has 
been prepared, the digger work and “sub-base had so far been donated FOC and the scouts had offered to 
pay for ½ a load of the remainder of the sub-base and the meeting agreed that the PC would pay for the 
balance. The gates had been donated by Glendale Engineering and the fencing company had agreed to erect 
them for free. Cllr Robertson suggested that once completed, a noticeboard should be erected acknowledging 
all the help, time, donations that had been made in order to complete the project. The meeting agreed. Cllr 
Mather reported that he is attending a meeting of the Allotment Group on Thursday and suggested that all 
concerned, NCC, WPC etc have a formal “handover” and that all press are invited to cover the event. The 
meeting agreed that a date is to be set and formal invites to be sent to all concerned. 
Clarification was sought as to what the site could be used for, Cllr Mather confirmed that site is not a park, but 
could be used for overflow parking, events, and access to the allotments, community orchard and scouts. 
 

13. NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – UPDATE, APPROAL, WEBSITE ARANGEMENTS UPDATE & DECISION 
Patsy Healey addressed the meeting and confirmed the timeline and production of the Wooler Neighborhood 
Plan. She confirmed that whilst not many comments had been received from members of the general public, 
several landowners had made comments and other local agencies. Patsy confirmed that very few changes 
had been made to the original document and a summary of the latest changes were listed. It was now 
required that the PC approve the document and it can then be put forward to NCC by the PC. The meeting 
agreed to approve and submit the document to County and thanked Patsy Healey and the NP committee 
for all their hard work in producing the Wooler NP  
 

14. FOUNTAIN UPDATE        UPDATE & DECISION 
Cllr Mather, Donkin & Murray had attended a meeting with members of the Fountain Group and the decision 
had been made NOT to remove any trees, rather the planter would be sited in the middle of the existing path 
and then the path would then go either side of the planter.  There is an agreement in principle for the planter 
to be 10ft high, although they Fountain Group are to be advised to seek confirmation from the county council 
that the proposed structure is safe. The plans have slightly changed as the new planter will have a self-
watering system. The structure must have CC approval prior to being included in the PC assets and therefore 
included on the PC insurance. 
Further discussion followed regarding the PC providing new bollards to ensure no parking on this site. Cllr 
Mather had obtained quotes of £120 each for cast iron bollards to be in keeping with the existing bins. The 
meeting agreed to purchase a max of 6 bollards (possibly 5) which will be installed after all other works have 
been completed.  
 

15. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
No update yet re land transfer nor contact from tree officer regarding tree survey. 
Discussion followed regarding whether it is in the best interests of the PC to take on Brysons Park or if it is 
prudent to let the CC continue maintaining it. In conjunction with the ROSPA report the meeting was advised 
that the rabbit holes would need to be filled in, the Wetpour needs repairing, all weeds around wetpour need 
removing, and the slide needs cleaning. 
 
Scotts Park ROSPA report advised that the carousel bearing needed attention although Cllr Donkin had 
advised that this may involve taking the whole item apart to service the bearing. There is a lot of ground works 
required, grass needs to be allowed to grow through the rubber mats, uneven surfaces need levelling. 
 
The meeting was advised that £630 had been spent on equipment that needed immediate attention. The 
meeting agreed to deal with items which were flagged as red issues. 
 
The matter of planters sited around Wooler was raised and the PC was asked to write a letter regarding the 
non-adoption of assets and liability of the same.  

 
 

16. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 
None received    
     

17. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 

 Land North of Humbleton Farm, Ref: 18/04095/FUL – Approved 

 Land North of East of 3 Weetwood Road, Wooler, NE71 6AE Planning ref: 18/03177/REM – 
GRANTED 

 
 



 

 

   
18. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 

To update the council on findings from other meetings. none 
 
 

19. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
To update the Council on any work completed, work pending and residents’ requests/queries 

 Cllr Napier raised the issue of the painting of the Skate Park and that it needs to be put back until the 
October half term as the Park is currently being used by children during the summer holidays. 

 Also raised the question of the need for a fence around the car park next to the medical centre as it is 
broken in several places and patrons are stepping over it rather than walking around. An email is to 
be sent to Graham Bucknall for advice if this fence can be removed and gravel put down in the area 
at the top of the car park. 

 Cllr Robertson raised the continuing issue of blocked drains. Cllr Mather raised the point that all 
blockages should be reported via the NCC website. 

 
20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 19th August 2019 at 7.00pm as the following Monday 
is a bank holiday and the date of the Glendale Show 
 

21. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

22. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

23. CLERK/EMPLOYMENT (IN CAMERA) 
 

The Glendale Gateway Trust – Room Hire £19.20 Bank Transfer 

Donkin Engineering – Sim Card Provision £12.42 Bank Transfer 

Glendale Garden Centre – Bedding plants/chicken fertiliser £76.77 Bank Transfer 

K Rodgers Parish Clerk Expenses £20.46 Bank Transfer 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 


