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Blanchland Annual Parish Meeting 

Held in the 
Village Hall on May 20

th
 2019 

 

 
Present: Councillors: M Kennedy, S Graham, T Bowers, M Forster, C Horncastle (NCC), Clerk: C 
Asquith, Michael Orde (Savills) Helen Savage (BCDO), plus 11 members of the public 
 
Apologies: none 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting on 23rdth May 2018 were approved 
 
There were no matters arising 
 
Chairman’s report 
Thank you all for coming this evening.  
 
Over the past year there has been drainage work undertaken on Clapshaw and Derwent View, 
however this does not seem to have resolved the problem fully and further work will follow in due 
course. The drainage issue at Birkside has been addressed, and drainage ditches are now cleared on 
both sides of the road. Further issues have been identified and investigation is underway. Glen 
Harrison from NCC will liaise with Savills regarding the area where the drainage leaves the highway 
and crosses landowner’s fields. Regarding the drainage at the bottom of Park Bank a gully waggon 
will attend to jet the system to establish if there are any blockages and program any further 
necessary works from there. 
 
Following on from last year’s discussion regarding parking issues in the village, the formal 
consultation by Northumberland County Council only consulted with the residents of the Square.  
Acting on advice from NCC the Parish Council asked local residents to complete a questionnaire. Of 
the 18 respondents, 14 voted in favour of double yellow lines. This information has been passed 
back to NCC and they will now conduct a wider consultation of the whole village, using the proposed 
plan which is available for you to see this evening. We would encourage everyone to take part as this 
will help access through the village and will help make Blanchland a safer place for everyone.  
 
After standing empty for nearly 2 years the old club is set to re-open this weekend as “The Felons 
Bar”. The Parish Council like other community organisations are donating money to provide hot 
water to both ladies and gents toilets and to help towards a new sink in the bar. Many thanks to the 
new Felons committee, who have taken on the responsibility of the bar and are planning to host 
events and open regularly. This will be a great boost to the community and the village.  
 
Dates of meetings, Agenda’s and Minutes can all be found on our new website,  
www.northumberlandparishes.uk/Blanchland 
If you have events you would like to promote please see the Parish Clerk Carolyn Asquith. Previous 
years minutes and statements will be uploaded during the coming months.  
 
Questions Raised: 
There were no questions raised. 
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Blanchland Community Development Organisation (BCDO) Annual Report 2018-19 
 
The BCDO met six times during the year. 
Our main piece of work this year has been to help set up and manage the Blanchland Abbey Project.  
 
We were granted £41,200 by the Lottery Fun in January 2019 (£1,000 for the project had already 
been earmarked from BCDO funds). Work began in March and is now gathering pace will three 
enthusiastic volunteer groups, largely drawn from the village community itself, exploring History and 
Archaeology, Tourism and Community Contacts and Communications.  
In all there are about 24 volunteers involved at the moment and others have expressed an interest 
in taking part.  We are ably led by Toni Bush our Project manager and by highly experienced team of 
consultants in all the major areas of the project. 
 
Work on this stage of the project is due to be completed by the end of January 2020 by which time 
we should be in a strong position to apply for funding for the next phase of the project which will be 
built on the evidence gathered during the coming months. 
 
In addition to the three existing groups Blanchland folk are invited to work with us in visiting other 
heritage villages in the UK to learn from their experience.  
 
Partnership is at the heart of the project, united around the aim of finding new ways to sustain the 
life of the village socially and economically and putting the abbey church back at the heart of village 
life in a way that is financially sustainable. 
 
We have continued the publication of Parish Post, bi-monthly and greatly subsidise its production as 
a piece of community service. 
 
We continue to be an effective forum for community concerns and have monitored many small, but 
significant initiatives including the state of the car parks, and their oft-vandalised honesty boxes, 
flood barriers, highways and the re-publication of walk leaflets. 
 
We are keen to support the opening of The Felons Bar and the work of the Hall Committee and have 
agreed in principle to help fund the necessary repair and improvements as soon as detailed plans 
and costing are made available. 
 
We continue to serve as a bridge between the community and the Lorde Crewe Charity Trustees. 
And have encouraged Savills to adopt a new approach to everyday concerns with a series of 
surgeries – normally in the Tea Rooms. 
 
We provided the Christmas tree and lights and organised the singing of carols and refreshments 
afterwards. And have funded fireworks. 
I would like, once again, to put on record my grateful thanks to George Ellison for his work as 
secretary, Alice Ellison as Treasurer and to all my fellow the directors of the organisation.  
Helen Savage 
 
Questions Raised: 
There were no questions raised. 
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Report from Mr M Orde Savills for Lord Crewe’s Charity 
There have been some changes to the Board of Trustees, the Archdeacons of Durham and 
Northumberland have retired and been replaced by the Archdeacons of Sunderland and Lindisfarne. 
Savills have been working with the Village Hall Committee to put a new lease in place for the Village 
Hall and what was previously the Club. Works have been completed by Lord Crewe’s Charity 
including electrial repairs, a replacement boiler and oil tank, as well as external repairs and 
decoration to improve the communal  facilities. The Trustees have been asked by the Village Hall to 
provide some charitable support, which they are looking favourably at, although they require further 
information to proceed. In addition to property expenditure, as already incurred, the Charity does 
consider applications to support community facilities in Blanchland from its charitable funds 
 
Modernisation of the housing stock has accelerated during the last year. All the properties are re-let 
apart from Bailiffs Cottage, also 1 and 2 Shildon Road will be empty for building works to be 
completed. Work is planned in 2019 on a number of properties, including outhouses in the village as 
well as cottages and including external joinery, re-pointing and roofing works.  
 
The Lord Crewe is looking to increase its number of rooms; the Trust is looking to support the Hotel. 
The Byre (Clapshaw) is not practical; they are now looking at 15 the Square, which will soon be 
vacant, this will offer the possibility of more rooms.  
 
The following questions/concerns were raised:  

1. The old pigsty in the woods over the bridge, could that be tidied up?  MO confirmed that 
Savills would inspect it. Using 15 The Square, is that a foregone conclusion? This will be 
subject to the costs and benefits of altering the current accommodation to suit the Hotel’s 
needs. 

2. Outside the village in the woods around the footpaths there is fencing going up, why is this 
and comments were made about the type of fencing, which appears to be chicken wire. 
There have been some issues with the owner of the land, residents voiced their concerns. 
Mr Williams is responsible for the boundary of his land; he is not allowed to fence off public 
rights of way. He is entitled to place fencing on his own land. The definitive map is currently 
being used to check a path and gate from Cowbyres to the path through the woods which is 
blocked off by fencing. He will have used rabbit proof fencing, answered by Michael 
Kennedy. If people have been threatened or intimidated when out walking the advice given 
would be to contact the police and report the issue with them. Otherwise concerns about 
the public right of way should be taken up with the rights of way officer at Northumberland 
County Council. 

Michael Orde 
 
Report from County Councillor Colin Horncastle 
This is a good turn out with 11 member of the local community and gives a great sense of 
community. NCC is now 2 years through a 4 year cycle. There have been no major changes over the 
past year. Tynedale Council has been brought back which makes things easier as a council. Within a 
rural area like Northumberland the main issues have been drainage and highways. In previous years 
much of the budget spent in the South West, now spending is more Countywide. £1 Billion debt 
inherited from the previous Council is now down to £700 million, this money has not been saved by 
cutting services.   
Council tax went up by 4% this year, this is for two reasons, firstly year on year reduction in 
government grants and secondly to meet the increasing rise in the cost of Adult Care.  
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The big project is the Ashington to Blyth railway, with £3.5 million set aside to get the line up and 
running. This will link these two towns to Newcastle and will bring jobs to the South East of the 
County, providing better access. Currently there are major traffic issues. This is waiting for 
Government Ministers to give the go ahead subject to a completed feasibility study.  
 
The worst issues to report on are Education. The previous review had recommended the closure of 
16 schools in the West of the County, this was not going to happen, Schools have faced up to 
changes in budgets  and the ensuing cuts, schools that close together have shared resources, now 
there are no schools up for closure apart from Bellingham Middle School. Greenhead school had 
been voted to close, however the Council wouldn’t let this happen and have helped financially to 
keep the school going. Haydon Bridge School has been taken back into Local Authority control, 
costing £5million, and is predicted it will be out of special measures by the end of the year. £10 
Million and £1million has been allocated to Queen Elizabeth High School and Bellingham Primary 
respectively. Similar allocations will also be made to Ponteland School and the primary School next 
to County Hall. Berwick schools are still in a bad way. Slaley School has an excellent relationship with 
NCC and have injected money to help their success and progress.  
 
In July 2017 the Core Strategy, which took 8 years to put together was withdrawn by the new 
administration. The New Local Plan will be out sent of next week, this version has been scaled down 
with 17, 700 new homes to be built. These new houses have great designs, good materials and are 
being constructed by big house builders, for example the “Cheviot” house is designed using 
materials to fit in with the local area. The new director of planning is an excellent officer and this has 
helped the progress of development within Northumberland.  
There has been investment in the Leisure centres both at Hexham and Berwick.  
The Council have spent £18 million investing and repairing the highways, this is a big spend with no 
reduction in service or redundancy’s.  
The election for Mayor of North Tyne, which includes Northumberland, North Tyne and Newcastle, is 
forecast to bring £20 million into the area each year; Northumberland’s which has the largest 
population out of North Tyne and Newcastle will also benefit from this.  
 
Questions Raised: 

1. A lot of money has been spent on education and housing what about Doctor’s Surgeries 
and hospitals, to improve appointment and waiting times? NHS Money not under the 
Council remit, NCC is not involved with the hospitals but Councillor Horncastle agreed with 
the sentiments.  

 
No further questions. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.06pm. 
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