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Chairman’s Report and Review of the Year 2018/19 

 

The Longhorsley Neighbourhood Plan was formally adopted following the referendum held in 

August 2018, and now has legal status as part of the planning system. It will help guide 

planning policy and development within Longhorsley Parish, in conjunction with the new 

Northumberland Local Plan when that is finally adopted in early 2020. 

Possibly the most significant event this year has been finding the money to replace the surface 

on the MUGA (“Multi Use Games Area” for those not familiar with 

the acronym). We’ve known for several years that the original 

surface, now around 25 years old and dating from the original 

construction, was nearing the end of its life. The problem was 

finding the money, around £45,000, a sum that we simply didn’t 

have. But after a lot of form filling, creation of presentations and 

attendance at “interviews”, we finally reached the necessary total 

in March this year. A key achievement that assisted our 

applications, and which gained “matched funding”, was a “crowd funding” appeal within the 

Parish. That raised £1795, which emphasised the passion for the project within the community. 

This helped unlock grants of £21,915 from Sport England, and £20,717 from the LEADER 

project (“Liaison Entre Actions de Développement de l’Économie Rurale”) – a part of the “Rural 

Development Programme for England” funded by the European Union. The final element of 

£2,000 came from the Wingates Community Fund, which is the funded by the Wingates Wind 

Farm operator. We owe special thanks to our clerk, Gillian Turner, who has put considerable 

effort into our applications for these grants. 

I note that in my report for 2017-18, dog poo didn’t get a mention. Well, the problem is still with 

us, and with a larger number of complaints about the problem this year. The Parish Council 

provides disposal bags, but some members of the community seem to think it appropriate to 

hang these on the fences at the allotments, even though there is a bin there. It’s also very 

disappointing to find mess on the walkway at Archie’s Pond. We know that some residents 

don’t seem to care about the mess their dog leaves, but how to get people to clear up after 

them eludes us. A few years ago the children at St. Helen’s school produced some very graphic 

posters, a few of which are still around. This year we’ve repeated the project, and a new batch 

of equally graphic posters will start to be seen around the village soon. We hope that they will 

act as reminders to “bag it and bin it”. 

                           



Page 3 of 10 
 

Our larger land management and maintenance responsibilities are Longhorsley Moor and The 

Old Church Wood. Cllr Pringle leads the works on the moor, which over the last year has seen 

a significant amount of felling of self-seeded trees to open up the moor and take it closer to its 

original state. Cllr Ford has continued to be successful in engaging the community into assisting 

with the tending of the trees and new plantings, which has also included an area planted by 

children from St. Helen’s. 

We have created a new entrance to the track leading to the cemetery, which allows vehicles 

to turn in off the A697. We have requested that Northumberland County Council provide a road 

sign and new road markings to alert drivers to the presence of this entrance. We have also 

undertaken a major project of tree pruning on the east side of the A697, where there were a 

significant number of branches overhanging the road.  

The council continues to manage and maintain Archies Pond, Adamson Park, the Church View 

play area, the allotments, planters and flowers. Safety inspections are undertaken regularly by 

Wayne Gunn, together with much of the maintenance required. Our thanks also go to Kevin 

Woods for his consistent hard work and dedication to the village in particular his work at the 

allotments and with the flower planters. 

The council is continuing to pursue the creation of a Scheme of Management for the Village 

Green. This requires Northumberland’s County Solicitor to draw up the appropriate legal 

documents, but is unfortunately continuing to make slow progress at present. This will enable 

the council to have greater freedom in determining what can or cannot be done with areas of 

the Village Green. 

The Council continues to provide assistance to voluntary organisations/charities in the form of 

grants and donations. During the year, we made donations to the Great North Ambulance 

Service, Village Day, Community Action Northumberland, Northumberland Touring Theatre 

and the Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering – all of which make a significant contribution to the 

wellbeing of the parish. 

In 2017 the council decided to create a new Parish Award scheme, which would involve 

nominations from residents of the Parish. The results of the first of this new style scheme will 

be announced at the Parish Meeting on 15th May 2019. 

Our thanks as always go to Glen Sanderson, our County Councillor, for his continued efforts 

at County Council level to ensure issues from the Parish Council get the best possible attention.  

We also benefit greatly from the funding he is able to provide for projects around the village 

each year, which we would be unable to undertake from our own resources.  We anticipate 

that the re-location of the 30mph northern boundary on the A697 a little further north will be 

implemented shortly. Investigations have taken place into how a pedestrian crossing could be 

provided north of the West/East roads junctions with the A697, but as yet no solution has been 

found. 

Longhorsley benefits enormously from having such a comprehensive newsletter and 

information resource, together with the “breaking news” facility.  Our thanks go to Alan and Sue 

Etchells and their support team for all of their hard work in maintaining such high standards. 
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The Parish Council are encouraging businesses to use The Tree to promote their activities, 

and not to clutter our streetscape with their signs. 

Finally, this year, I note with sadness the retirement of Cllr Paul Brannan. Paul has made an 

immense contribution to the work of the Parish Council and will be greatly missed. In particular, 

we must note his extensive work over several years to co-ordinate the development of, and 

create the final document of the Longhorsley Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Iain Elliott 
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The Moor Report by Cllr David Pringle 

 

On reading last year’s report there seemed very little change year on year, but on reflection 

much work has been undertaken by the Moor Working Group of the Parish Council.  

Following even more tree felling there are noticeably 

more open spaces either side of the track into High 

Barns.  Extra traffic delivering materials into the 

developers at the farm is resulting in damage to the 

track and the verges.  

At last an attempt at heather burning has taken place, 

on at least three occasions. It is perhaps too early to 

judge how successful it has been. Many thanks to 

everyone who assisted the work.  

 

There are now some thirty-two Soay sheep grazing on the 

same area as the ponies, who show no signs of going 

hungry as a result of their presence.  It was encouraging, 

recently, to see the sheep nibbling at the leaves of the 

volunteer birch, though to be effective many, many more 

sheep would be needed. 

 

  

The ponies recently escaped from the SSSI land onto 

the rest of the moor and showed little interest in 

returning.  Poachers were blamed for leaving the big 

gate open on the public right of way. This has resulted 

in a chain and combination lock having to be fitted. 

Walkers can still gain access through the kissing gate.  

 

 

 

It may be too early to assess whether the piri-piri weed has successfully been controlled, 

we will have to be patient and wait and see?  
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Old Church Wood Report by Cllr Penny Ford 

 We have made steady progress throughout 

the last year in undertaking the planned work 

schedule for the wood and in trying to improve 

its value as an amenity for the village. 

The undulating path around the field remains 

very popular, particularly with the dog 

walkers. We will continue mowing as required, 

so that it remains a pleasant path for all to 

enjoy.  The contractor will also be mowing 

between the rows of trees twice this year.  We 

hope to mark out a measured 1 km route 

around the field for those of you who take their 

walking/running a little more seriously. 

The wooden name sign is now in place in the field near the northern entrance.  Most of the 

trees on the sewer line have now been removed.  The “Tree adoption” scheme has been 

moderately successful and several kind donations made. 

We have completed tree planting for this year and welcomed a delightful group of enthusiastic 

children from St Helen’s First school, who planted 25 trees and made 2 large bug habitats 

Since May last year we have logged 123.5 volunteer hours and I would like to extend a very 

big thank you to everyone and in particular to Tim Fish. 

Peter and Alison Fisher will also be undertaking a botanic survey in July. 

While most people clear up after their dogs, some 

are not so diligent, which is unpleasant for 

everyone else. People are also leaving filled poo 

bags near the gate rather than taking them to the 

bin by the bus stop. The gate into the cemetery 

track from the road should remain closed for the 

safety of children and dogs using the wood. 

I hope everyone will take time to enjoy this lovely 

spot and if you would like to help, we need 

volunteers to check the trees, replace guards and 

remove grass which tries to choke the young trees. 

Please contact the parish clerk or myself for details and I will be organising some more events 

soon.   
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Neighbourhood Plan Report by Cllr Paul Brannan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of the 2018 Annual Report the National Planning Inspector’s final report, on our 

neighbourhood plan, had been received and the parish council and NCC had agreed its 

recommendations.  

By June 2018, NCC had made the necessary changes to the plan and signed it off. The date for 

the referendum was then set for the 23rd of August. 

The Referendum for the LNP took place, as planned, on the 23rd of August. More than 50% of the 

vote needed to be in favour for the plan to be “made”. There were 182 votes cast, including postal 

votes, and 90% were in favour of the plan so it became a part of planning legislation. Since being 

made, it has been used when determining planning applications in Longhorsley. 

The parish council are very grateful for all those who contributed to the plan and supported it 

through its life cycle. The turn-out for the referendum represented 24%. This is actually considered 

a high turnout for a neighbourhood plan. Higher turn-outs are usually observed where the plan is 

seen as being contentious. 

The Longhorsley Community Action Proposal (CAP) is associated with the Longhorsley 

Neighbourhood Plan (LNP). It contains actions agreed with the parish during the development of 

the LNP. These activities address issues which were identified by the parish but which do not sit 

within the legal framework of a neighbourhood plan. Work has been carried out against a number 

of these areas, including; 

 

• Information and adverts have been published for affordable housing. 

• Information has been published to help people understand how school places are 

planned for both within the parish and the county. 

• A transportation flyer has been published and suggestions made for possible future 

development of these services. 

• Projects have been specified for improvement of both the Old Church cemetery and 

Archie’s Pond. Initial work has been done on the entrance to the cemetery. Further 

work on these projects will be subject to additional funding becoming available. 

• Work is planned, through the local walking group, to identify any issues with the 

parish’s Public Rights of Way. These will be reported to NCC for action. 

The CAP is now a part of the ongoing improvement of the parish and administered through 

standing PC governance. 
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Finance Report by the Clerk 

Un-Audited Accounts 2018/19 

The Clerk provided the meeting with copies of the un-audited annual accounts for 2018/19.  

The accounts were examined by the Internal Auditor, Gary Kennedy, before being presented 

to the Parish Council Annual Meeting for approval on 8th May, 2019. 

She highlighted that all headings were more or less in comparison year-on-year. 

 

Accounting Statements 2018/19 Year Ending 
 31 March 2018 

Year Ending 
31 March 2019 

3 

1. 1.   Balances brought forward 
 

49,037 48,484 

2. (+) Precept 
 

18,520 20,420 

3. (+) Other Receipts 
 

24.406 22,877 

4. (–) Staff Costs 
 

6,713 6,825 

5. (–) Loan/Capital repayments 
 

0 0 

6. (--) Other Payments 
 

36.766 35.815 

7. (=) Balances carried forward 
 

48,484 49,141 

   

8. Total value of cash and short-term investments 
 

48,484 49,141 

9. Total fixed assets plus long-term investments 
 

237,807 239,685 

10. Total borrowings 
 

0 0 

11. Disclosure note re Trust Funds 
 

n/a n/a 

 

All financial statements have now been sent off to the External Auditors, PKF Littlejohn for 

review and further details can be found on our website 

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/longhorsley 
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Longhorsley Community Awards 2019 

In March 2019, parishioners were asked to nominate a 

person or organisation who they believed had enhanced the 

parish through: 

• service to the community 

• contributing to the life of the parish 

• credit to Longhorsley’s reputation 

• charitable works 

• selflessness 
 

For the first time, the number of nominations received determined who the lucky recipient would 

be.  This year we had joint winners, Anna Leathard (our Post Lady) and Sue & Alan Etchells 

(The Tree & Village Hall). 

Anna, Sue & Alan were presented with their awards by Councillor Penny Ford at the Annual 

Assembly of the Parish Meeting on 15th May – Congratulations to you. 

 

 Those parishioners who nominated Anna said that 

there had been numerous examples of her commitment 

to the village, her dedication and kind and helpful 

nature, those who nominated her also mentioned that 

she had a cheerful word for everyone.  Residents 

appreciated that she kept a watchful eye on houses 

when residents were away and believed that she goes 

above and beyond the duties of her job.  They believed 

that she was always conscientious when delivering 

parcels – service with a cheery comment and smile - 

even when it was raining. 

 

There have been numerous examples of Alan and 

Sue’s commitment to the village, for example their 

dedication and kind and helpful nature when 

supporting local initiatives in the village.  Residents 

appreciated the work undertaken to keep 

Longhorsley up to date with local news – always 

ready to help in anyway whether personally or in the 

community.  The Longhorsley Tree newsletter is 

much appreciated by all residents – and people 

recognise how much hard work goes in to each and 

every edition. 

 



Page 10 of 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 


