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At a meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 6 June 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley and 
H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
1 member of the public was present 

  
24. Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from Councillors Shepherd and Watson. The Chair reported that the local 
Police Community Support Officer, Russell Stalker, had hoped to attend the meeting but had been 
unable to at the last minute. However, he would be attending meetings in future and was keen that his 
contact details be made available for anyone wishing to report issues to him. He could be contacted on 
07736 193402. 
 
25 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Galilee declared an interest in item 15 (1) on the agenda (planning application numbers 
19/01402/FUL and 19/01403/LBC) as the applicant.  
 
26. Public Questions 
Mr Kelly referred to a letter he had received from Northumberland Estates which confirmed the position 
that they were minded to leave the land near to his property as a pony paddock subject to a suitable 
water supply being available. The letter went on to advise that this area may be extended in the future 
to prevent an area of uncultivatable land being created. However, Mr Kelly’s concern was that such an 
extension would straddle the existing settlement boundary of the village as per the current district plan. 
Members noted that this was something to be aware of in terms of the development of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Chair advised members about a letter recently received from a Dr and Mrs Lloyd of Barony Close 
expressing concerns regarding the proposals from Northumberland Estates for this area. They felt that 
the use of the land as a paddock could create traffic hazards and parking problems. It was agreed that 
a response be made to note the comments made by the Lloyds, and advising that whilst the Parish 
Council had hoped that the area would be left as open space, it was not a matter for the Parish Council 
to decide upon. It was suggested that they approach Northumberland Estates directly with their 
concerns. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
27. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 May 2019 be approved 
and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
28. Matters Arising 
28.1. Speed Camera 
This was now visiting regularly which was welcome. 
 
28.2. Grass cutting on The Butts 
Contact had now been made with the landowner and he had agreed for the Parish Council to arrange 
cutting ten times per year, which he would pay for. It was reported that the grass had now in fact been 
cut and a good job had been made. 
 
28.3. Ember Lane signage 
This was in progress with NCC. 
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28.4. Guilden Place issues 
The Chair had received a reply from Mr Cussins regarding the hedge around the SUDs basin. The 
contractor had failed to do this at the correct time and it would now have to wait until next year. The 
Chair also reported that a lighting cabinet had recently appeared near the footpath outside the last 
house on The Guildens which would affect the nearest resident’s plans for having a driveway laid. She 
had contacted the street lighting team at NCC and was waiting for a response. It was noted that the 
ground had still not yet been reseeded after the sewage works.  
 
28.5 - Minute No. 11 – Cllr Dr Hobrough advised that the School’s recent planning application for a new 
classroom block had been approved. There were conditions around parking attached to this. On behalf 
of the School, he sought the Parish Council’s support for an approach to English Heritage seeking 
permission for parents to be able to park at the Castle in the morning and afternoon. Pupils would be 
escorted to and from school by a walking bus. Members agreed that the Parish Council should support 
this approach. 
 
28.6 - Minute No. 16 – the noticeboard at Morwick Road had proved to be beyond repair. It was 
agreed that this would be discussed later on the agenda.  
 
28.7 - Minute No. 17 – there were still some orange lamps around (these should be reported to NCC 
with numbers), as well as some still remaining on houses. Cllr Galilee reported that there was a dark 
spot on the street outside of Grays Shop and the resident who had brought it to his attention had 
suggested a more suitable alternative position. The Chair agreed to raise this with the lighting engineer  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Chair 

 
28.8 - Minute No. 20.8 – Cllr Galilee agreed to chase up the action regarding installation of a lifebuoy.  
 
29. Standing Items  
29.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
30. Neighbourhood Plan Group Report 
It was reported that following the meeting on 7 May, two further offers of interest to be involved in the 
steering group had been received.  The next step would be for the NP group to identify some focus 
groups, which could look in more detail at the issues raised at the 7 May meeting. Each focus group 
could develop these issues from the bottom up. It was agreed that Cllr Dr Hobrough would identify a 
date and venue for the next meeting in September. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
31. Beach Road Football Field Survey Results  
64 responses had been received, 58 in favour of retaining the lease on the field and 6 against. For 
those in favour of retaining the lease, a number of suggestions had been made for its future use as 
follows:- 
 
 - Focus on local needs, not on attractions for visitors 
 
 - Retain as open space for the benefit of the community: 

 Picnic area 

 Public barbecue 
 Arboretum with paths and seating 
 Community garden, community orchard 
 Natural habitat – wildflower meadow, native trees for squirrels 
 Enhance the environment 

 Allotments 
 Remove the football posts and leave as it is. 
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 - Sports/exercise related activities: 
 Primarily for young people 
 Playpark for older children – zip wire, climbing 

 Women’s sports – hockey, rugby 
 Football – pitch improvements essential 
 Keeping fit, running track 
 5 a side football 

 Tennis, basketball 
 Family sports 
 Bike track and learning to cycle 
 Bowling green 
 Skate park 

 Dog walking 
 Floodlighting 

 
 - New village hall with ample car parking 
 
 - Overflow car parking to stop pavement parking in the village 
 
 - Beach road car park needs to be improved first to encourage parking out of the village for parents.  - - 
Raise money from local people to finance a play park  
 
 - More use could be encouraged if it looked better eg by improvements to the roadside fence 
 
For those opposing retention, a number of reasons had been put forward for surrendering the lease:- 
 

 Money would be better spent on upgrading the play field near the castle.  
 The football field is rarely used. 
 When it was used for football, there was an unpleasant litter problem. 
 Warkworth has an ageing population 
 The land should be returned to agricultural use. 

 Better to lease land at the Castle for more parking  
 
In view of the clear mandate for retention, it was agreed that the Chair should confirm with 
Northumberland Estates that the Parish Council wished to retain the lease for the football field, but with 
a potential change of use. 
 
Members also discussed the Castle football field and the need for “keep dogs on lead” signs at both 
ends, not just one.  
 

Agreed Action 
Lease issue with Northumberland Estates Chair 
Signs on Castle field Clerk 

  
32. Dial Place Parking  
Members discussed the parking situation on Dial Place following the recent bay marking by NCC. An 
opinion was expressed that the overall number of spaces had in fact reduced because the bays were 
larger than those which had been measured elsewhere. Other members reported that the number of 
parking spaces had actually increased overall because cars were parked more efficiently. The new 
markings appeared to be working well, though it was suggested that a directional arrow was needed to 
make sure people followed the one-way system and turned left when leaving the Stanners onto Dial 
Place. It was agreed that this be raised with NCC, that the Clerk establish from NCC whether there was 
a standard size for parking bays, and that the parking situation continue to be monitored.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 
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33. Tendering for Parish Council Work  
Members discussed the potential for tendering for areas of Parish Council work such as tree work, 
parish council seat maintenance and general maintenance works, with a view to establishing three year 
contracts where appropriate, as had been done with the churchyard walls work. The Clerk advised that 
the Parish Council needed to ensure value for money and transparency in any spending. Standing 
Orders currently provided that any work over the value of £500 needed to be subject to three quotes. It 
was agreed that the Clerk would review standing orders to determine whether any changes were 
needed and report back to the next meeting.  
 
Members felt that an annual survey of the village trees would be appropriate in any event.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
34. Recycled Seat for The Braid  
The Clerk reported that a new location needed to be identified for the seat recently purchased by the 
Parish Council as a new seat had already been put in place to replace the damaged one on The Braid. 
It was unclear who had done this as Amble Town Council had no knowledge of it . Cllr Galilee 
suggested that the new seat replace the damaged picnic bench located on the way down to the beach 
from the grassed car park, and members supported this.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action with contractor  Clerk 

 
35. Accessible Venue for Parish Council Meetings 
It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.  
 
36. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Galilee: Some groundworks appeared to have been done in the cemetery chapel. The monkey 
puzzle tree looked like it had been burnt.  
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC  Clerk 

 
Cllr Wilson: There were some concerns that the increasing use of the river by canoes and 
paddleboards could be causing disturbance to wildlife. Members agreed that the river was more popular 
now but this would be very difficult to restrict or police, and the river was open to use by anyone. It was 
commented that the wildlife was quite resilient.  
 
Cllr Cashmore: The playpark needed some more woodchips and there was an issue with the gate 
being locked. It was agreed that Cllr Galilee would try his key on it first. If this did not work than the 
Clerk would have to contact NCC for access.  
He also reported that two residents of Greensfield Close had raised concerns about the proposed 
location of the new street lighting columns. It was agreed that the Chair would raise this with the lighting 
engineer as part of her discussion on other issues.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk/Chair 

 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: Cllrs Cashmore, Lilley and himself had attended the meeting at the Castle with 
English Heritage (EH) directors from across the region. They had been looking at opportunities to 
develop the Castle and its offer to the region, and were keen to involve the community in this. Funding 
had been secured for the project and the directors had been impressed with the potential for 
development and were open to ideas. Cllr Cashmore advised that he had suggested moving the car 
park to an alternative area so it was less visible when viewing the Castle. It was noted that the Chair 
would continue to liaise with EH on future developments.  
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Cllr Dr Hobrough also raised the “Adopt a Phone Box” issue. As the phone box was still operational, 
and was in fact listed, this initiative could not be progressed and Cllr Dr Hobrough would advise the 
School of this. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
Cllr Lilley: Cllr Lilley’s report had already been emailed but he highlighted the ongoing problem of the 
leak. It was agreed that Cllr Lilley would report the issue to Northumbrian Water and ask them to 
investigate it.   
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Cllr Lilley 

 
37. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson was on holiday but no issues had been raised. 
  
38. Planning  
38.1 Planning Applications 

19/01402/FUL | Replace conservatory glass roof with a slate roof | Castleford House 33 Castle 
Street Warkworth NE65 0UN and 19/01403/LBC | Listed Building Consent for same No 
comments 
 
19/01323/FUL | Proposed internal alteration, partial demolition, and extension to dwelling | Elm 
House The Butts Warkworth NE65 0SP 
It was noted that not all of the relevant documentation was available on the planning portal. In 
particular, the design and access statement and the heritage statement were missing. It was  
agreed that the following response be submitted by the Clerk:- 
“The Parish Council request deferral of this application until all of the relevant documentation 
referred to in the planning application is available on the public access portal. Specifically, the 
Design and Access Statement and the Heritage Statement (included within this) (1848/S/005- 
007)”. 
 
19/01531/VARYCO | Variation of condition 5 (removal of permitted development rights) 
pursuant to approved planning application 19/00189/VARYCO in order to remove the condition. 
| Birling Quarry, Birling Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0XS. 
Members were of the view that the condition seeking to be varied had been put in for a good 
reason and should remain in force. It was also felt that the County Council should be reminded 
of the Parish Council’s previous comments and issues raised on this application. 
Agreed that the Clerk submit a response as detailed above.  
 
19/01441/FUL | Proposed construction of detached garage to front of property | Coquet View 
Sturton Grange Steading Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0YF No comments 
 
19/01562/VARYCO | Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) of application 
18/00470/VARYCO - amendment to plot 03 only to provide single storey extension to rear 
elevation to create additional garden room space | Land West of 30 Watershaugh Road 
Warkworth Northumberland No comments  
 

38.2  Outcomes of recent planning applications 
 Noted.  

 
39. Finance: 

39.1 Current Balances £59,487.12 Treasurers Account, £87,991.35 Instant Access Account 
as at 1 May 2019 
 
39.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
April 2019 

£410.32 
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 HMRC PAYE £73.60 
 NCC Heritage lighting 

scheme and festive 
lighting boxes 

£36,266.40 

 United Reform Church  Hire of hall £30.00 
 Information Commissioners 

Office  
Annual data 
protection fee  

£40.00 

 
39.3.  Receipts: 

10.04.19 TSB Interest £74.33 
11.04.19 NCC Precept £34,850.00 
06.05.19 The Greenhouse Christmas lights 

donation 
£100.00 

 
39.4. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19 
RESOLVED that:- 
(i) the report of the internal auditor be noted; 
(ii) the Annual Governance Statement be approved; 
(iii) the draft annual accounts for 2018/19 be approved; and 
(iv) the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances be approved. 
 

40.  Correspondence Received: 
  40.1: Letter of thanks from Friends of Alnmouth Station   

 40.2: Letter of thanks from Warkworth War Memorial Hall   
 40.3: Adopt a Phone Box  

  40.4: Housing Strategy for Northumberland 2019-21 Consultation  
 40.5: An email had been received from a resident of Mariners View expressing the view that 

residents of Mariners View were not treated as part of the Parish though they were within it. 
She had only found out about the NP meeting by reading about it in The Pelican afterwards , 
which had been too late to attend. She felt that these residents’ views were therefore not being 
taken into account, and that they were excluded from Warkworth in Bloom and other village 
initiatives. Nor could they remember voting in Parish elections or even knowing when they took 
place.  
 Whilst a full reply had already been provided by the Clerk, including the availability of 
information on the PC website, members agreed that, given the amount of development at that 
end of the parish, a further noticeboard would be appropriate. It was suggested that a double 
sided one would be a good solution, cost allowing, and that the residents could be involved in 
its location. 
 
Regarding the Morwick Road noticeboard, the contractor had identified this as uneconomic to 
repair and a replacement would therefore be needed.  
 

Agreed Action 
Identify suitable noticebaords  Clerk/Chair/Cllr Galilee 

 
40.6: A petition had been received from Mrs Downs supported by around 55 signatures, calling 
for the reinstatement of the litterbin on the river walk. Members were supportive of the 
replacement of the bin, provided that NCC would resume collections from it . It was agreed that 
the petition be forwarded to NCC for consideration, with the Parish Council’s support.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
41.  Information Items: 

41.1: NALC Events  
  41.2: NCC Weed Control Programme  
  41.3: North Northumberland LAC Meeting 21 May 2019 
  41.4: Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter Issue 5 
  41.5: NALC Enews 30 April 2019 
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  41.6: NALC Enews 8 May 2019  
  41.7: The National Park’s Draft Local Plan May 2019 
  41.8: Climate Emergency Petition  
  41.9: NALC Enews 22 May 2019  
  41.10: NALC Enews 29 May 2019 

 
42. Items for next meeting 

 Report back on standing orders (Minute No. 33) 

 Accessible venue (Minute No.35) 
 
43. Date and Time of Next Meeting  

  Thursday 4 July 2019 at 6.30 pm.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.32 pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


