LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

5th June 2019
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Diane Lakey (DL), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:

Councillor Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm
1) Apologies for Absence – GA had sent apologies for her late arrival as she was attending Swarland School Governors’ meeting. DL Gave apologies for having to leave the meeting early.

2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed 
a) New play frame signs (included within item 13a (i))
b) Parking of Pizza van on the Tank Turn (included within item 13f)
3) Declaration of Interests - None
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report. No community police presence nor report submitted. Clerk was asked to write to the Community Police Inspector regarding their lack of attendance/reports.







   Action: Clerk
6) County Councillors Report. Cllr Thorne was delighted with the completed multiplay facility in the park to which he had contributed £5k from the Members Small Projects Scheme. He requested that a photo be taken with him and representatives of the PC alongside the new equipment. He had reported the need to clear the drains on the A697 and had agreed to use some of his 'Members Small Schemes' allowance to fund some feasibility design work for traffic calming / road safety improvements on the Rothbury Road, which was currently being drawn up. He was imminently awaiting the government’s inspector’s decision on the two planning appeals and was fully hopeful that the inspector would uphold the NCC’s decision to refuse these. He was also hopeful that the new Northumberland Plan would put a firm border around the village, outside of which no further development would be allowed (apart from low cost housing). He believed Longframlington had done more than its fair share for housing development. It could only absorb a certain number of houses at any one time and whilst new housing had brought in extra commerce for local businesses we were in danger of losing the host village. GF contested the view that new housing had brought in extra business and gave the announcement that David Carr’s shop being again up for sale, as an example that new business was not apparent.
 DW & JM arrived at 7.08 p.m.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 

8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:

a) GDPR Audit and Next Steps. All historical papers and documents not to be archived have now been incinerated.  A small number of documents to be archived at the County Archives. AD and Clerk to meet to discuss next steps.

              Action: AD/Clerk
b) Speeding - deployment of speed monitoring strips on Rothbury Road. NCC had deployed speeding strips on 4th June.

c) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane. This has been delivered by Eversheds. Cost £287 + VAT (including fixings) + Delivery £30 + VAT. Awaiting Gavin Christie to install.

d) Sign for dog waste for green bin at the re-cycling point. NCC have fitted dog waste signs to the bin 
e) Water seeping through tarmac on the Rothbury Road at the corner of White Cottages. This had been reported to NCC and Clerk and DW had met with Mitch Young from Highways. It had been agreed that:
i) In the first instance, to clean the drains along the Rothbury Road adjacent the Green and the surrounding area to see if this would sort the problem. If not then this would require further investigation at the site of the leak. The drain cleaning to be done on an early Sunday morning.
ii) The cause of the two areas holding water on the Rothbury Road adjacent the Church and bus stop was due to the road level being lower than the adjacent drains and that this would need to be addressed through an LTP funded project. Clerk to request details from Mitch of what work was required to make good this issue to be included in an LTP request.                     Action: Clerk
iii) The drains and grids on the A697 from Longframlington to Weldon Bridge to be cleared.

f) Welcome Pack. GA had done an excellent job on the re-design of the pack into an A5 booklet. GF had asked Anne Lowrie why the draft pack had been issued to some people before final approval. She stated this was because some new residents had asked for it. He had also spoken to St Mary’s who had agreed in principle to incorporate their material into the pack. The map in the centre of the booklet still required updating. There were a number of options for printing but agreed the decision on this would be taken once a response from FramNews on the new format had been received.
GA arrived at 7.20 p.m.

GA was congratulated and thanked for her work on the pack.
g) Japanese Knotweed. Knotweed is back at the usual place on the A697. Clerk asked to report this to NCC. All other areas clear.












   Action: Clerk
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended
i) 23rd May - AD met Chris Anderson, Neighbourhood Plan Support Officer, Planning Department
ii) Meeting with Cllr Glen Sanderson regarding provision of crossings and road safety had taken place. GF and GA had had a very fruitful meeting with Cllr Sanderson and Paul Jones Service Director - Local Services. The agreed next steps set out by Paul Jones were:

· NCC will undertake a speed survey on the Rothbury Road and a survey on the A697/Front Street, The results to be shared with the PC.

· Cllr Trevor Thorne has agreed to use some of his 'Members Small Schemes' allowance to fund some feasibility design work for traffic calming / road safety improvements in the village.

· Pending the results of the survey work NCC will undertake some feasibility designs during 2019 for a chicane feature on the Rothbury Road, as well as an informal crossing point close to the junction of the A697/Front Street and (subject to the PV2 survey) will also undertake some feasibility design work on the provision of additional crossing points on the A697/Front Street. It is envisaged that this is most likely to be uncontrolled / informal crossing points. 
· The feasibility designs once completed / agreed will then be put forward as a road safety improvement scheme for consideration when setting the 2020/21 Local Transport Plan capital programme for delivery in 2020/21.
DL left the meeting at 9.10 p.m.

GF informed the meeting that he had been advised that if the PC contributed to the costs of proposed improvements, then the work would likely make the LTP capital programme more quickly.
iii) 20th June: 
 North Northumberland Area Meeting - Alnwick
10) Finance

a) Receipts in the month were approved:
	03/06/2019
	NCC Members Scheme
	Contribution Play Equipment
	5000.00


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses,  PAYE & NI  and  Approval of Other Payments were approved:
	20/05/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	15.01

	05/06/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting & Maintenance
	235.00

	05/06/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-84.00

	05/06/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	98.80

	05/06/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	398.75

	05/06/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Mar)
	-41.49

	
	
	
	622.07


c) Requests for donations - None 
d) Bank Reconciliation to 5th June 2019 was approved:
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	As at 24th May 2019
	Community account
	
	57992.10

	
	Business Saver
	
	6090.28

	
	
	
	
	64082.38

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	
	

	Parish Council
	05/06/2019
	G Christie
	235.00
	

	
	05/06/2019
	HMRC
	98.80
	

	
	05/06/2019
	G Rhodes
	398.75
	732.55

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	
	

	Parish Council
	03/06/2019
	NCC
	5000.00
	

	
	
	
	
	5000.00

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	68349.83

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	50541.64

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	17808.19

	
	
	
	
	68349.83


e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19. This has been submitted to the external auditors who have confirmed receipt.
11) Village Activities 
i) 14th/15th June: 
Beer Festival– Memorial Hall

ii) 20th June:  

Public Neighbourhood Plan Meeting  7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall
12) Allotments

a) Management: JM to provide clerk with the details of new plot holders Concern was expressed that the fruit trees in Plot 17 had not been espaliered as had been agreed and that trees other than fruit trees were being grown. JM agreed to speak to the plot holder again about this.   




       





       Action: JM
b) Maintenance. The following work was to be undertaken as soon as possible:

i) Trimming back of bushes at the top north east corner of the allotment



                  Action: JM/GF
ii) Weed spraying around rabbit netting







       Action: JM
13) King George V Playing Field
a) Sports Courts and Playground

i) Multiplay equipment installation & funding. Equipment has now been installed and operational. We have now received the £5k from TT /Members Small Projects Fund and the £7400 for the S106 payment. The report and front page photo on the Fram News were excellent. There had been some minor accidents involving younger children using the new equipment. Clerk to ask advice from Kompan regarding advisory signage.






   Action: Clerk
ii) Erosion on the mound. Kompan advised to stake poles taken from old multiplay equipment to consolidate the area of the mound where there is slippage. The poles, to be laid horizontally, will assist smaller children to climb the mound. Gavin Christie has been asked to provide a quote for the work.

iii) Painting of rocking horse. DW indicated that this will be done before the next meeting.


      Action: DW
iv) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. These have been repaired. Gavin Christie has been asked to reinforce the boards after children were found to be balancing along the boards and causing them to twist.

v) Playground bark chipping. GF and GA undertook the raking of the chippings. Additional 4 cu metres of chippings required for the swing area. However the local supplier is currently not producing chippings. Clerk has failed to source an alternative local supplier. A quotation from a national supplier has been sourced. Cost for 4 cu meters would be £648 (including VAT and delivery). It was agreed to wait for the outcome of RoSPA inspection before proceeding on this.
b) Outdoor Gym

i) Report of accident. We have received an email from a parent reporting an accident that happened in the play park on Saturday 4th May. Her 11 year son was using the Lat Pull exercise equipment and when he was finished using the machine and attempted to come off, the metal bar handle came down on his head felling him to the ground. He was taken to Alnwick infirmary where he was cleaned up and had his head glued. The accident resulted in him having to have time off school. The equipment was inspected and no faults were detected. The Clerk has written to the complainant informing her of the inspection regime and informing her that each item of equipment has clear instructions on their proper use. We have received no further communication to date.

ii) Maintenance. There is some deterioration of the paintwork on some of the metal frames of the outdoor gym machines. We have been in contact with the supplier who informed us that we should have been regularly checking the equipment as per their instructions and had an annual maintenance service undertaken by them in order to maintain the guarantee. We were unaware of these requirements. Caloo have now provided a warranty, inspection and maintenance manual that should have been sent with the original quotation but this is not on record. The fee for a yearly inspection service (because we are in Northumberland) would be £565 + VAT which would include repairs to paintwork.  However, as they misinformed the Clerk of the fees on the phone they have offered to either:

· Send some Aerosol cans to touch up the paint 

· Carry out a 4 hour inspection for £395 + VAT to include repairs to the paintwork. This would be a one-time only offer.
It was agreed for this year to request that Caloo carry out an inspection and maintenance visit (@ £395 + VAT) to ensure the guarantee remains in place. JM to make enquiries to locate a local and cheaper company to carry out maintenance of the equipment.









              Action: JM/Clerk 

c) Painting of football posts and gates on playing field. JM indicated that this will be done before the next meeting and that he would locate the required information regarding the paint for the main gates to the playing field.

      
      Action: JM 
d) Repairs to the Tank Turn. Lee Campbell had made it clear that he was willing to carry out screeding repairs to the tank turn and to check and repair on an annual basis at no cost to the PC. He saw this as him making a contribution to the community. The work would only require the tank turn to be closed off for one day. The main gates could be locked during this period. All were in agreement. Clerk was asked to write to thank Lee and to accept this generous offer.
                                                    
   Action: Clerk
e) Repairs to entrance sign. DW indicated that this will be done before the next meeting.


                        Action: DW
f) Parking of pizza van on the Tank Turn. The Pizza Van is having problems on occasion getting parked on the tank turn because of parked vehicles. There was no reason why the van could not be parked on the Rothbury Rd outside the Green, if access was unavailable. AD was asked to inform the pizza man of this.






       Action: AD
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	18/03231/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields  - 58 houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses

NCC has applied for extra time until the end of June to deal with this application

	18/03182/FUL
	Ashlea, Longframlington - 5 houses
	Permitted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/03489/OUT
	Former Quarry Land East Of Framhill Farm – Caravan park
	Permitted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/0453/FUL:
	Land East of Granby
	Awaiting Decision
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	19/00409/FUL
	Land South West Of Low Hall Harrogate Lane – Riding Arena
	Permitted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm- 40 houses
	Appeal
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses to application. 

	18/02843/FUL
	Land West Of Hawthorns  - 24 houses
	Appeal
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses to application. 

	19/01255/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge – Variation to two-storey building
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	19/01286/FUL
	4 The Paddock Longframlington - Proposed new dwelling and workshop
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting


18/03489/OUT Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm – Caravan Park. GF reported that this outline planning application was proposed to be permitted by Councillor Thorne the chair of the planning committee who was very insistent that it was acceptable on economic grounds despite the objections of residents and the parish council and which were also contested by some councillors on the planning committee. The eventual vote was 7 to 3 in favour with all matters reserved until a full application is made. It was felt that as our local councillor the chair could have been more supportive of the residents position and at least not led the debate in favour our of the development.
b) To discuss on-going planning concerns and official complaint raised with NCC. We have now received a response to the Stage II complaint from Rob Murfin, Head of Planning Services. NCC had not accepted any of the major complaints raised by the PC. Unfortunately, LPC does not have sufficient written evidence to uphold our complaint, as the NCC recording processes have not accurately reflected the actions and decisions taken. It was noted that in all the complaint correspondence from NCC it refers to a non-existent dropped kerb crossing being installed at North End. 

It was agreed that a letter of response be sent to the Head of Planning outlining our concerns which include that NCC are:

· not maintaining correct records and communications,

· omitting to include important information,
· inaccurately recording that a dropped kerb crossing has been installed.

The letter should also highlight that the PC do not want at this stage to take this issue to the Ombudsman, as we do not want this to cause any ill-will between the Planning Department and LPC.
There had been some important lessons learned concerning our dealings with the Planning Department from this exercise:

· that the PC should not leave issues too long before taking action,
· that all communications in future should be supported by written evidence,
· that all phone calls regarding planning issues be backed up in writing.



        Action: GF
15) Action Plan – June 2019
a) Review the Action Plan in light of community feedback. No further amendments were required.
b) Allotments inspection. GF and AD agreed to do this





 Action: GF/AD
c) Village Inspection – check hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC.




      Action: ALL
d) Pension Auto-enrolment. This has been completed.
Main Issues 
16) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – The meeting between Chris Anderson (CA), Planning Officer and AD had been very productive. He was extremely informative about how to communicate with residents and the benefits of the NP within the planning process. The draft NP will be taken into consideration when making planning decisions. AD outlined the agenda to the forthcoming residents NP meeting to take place on 20th June. GF agreed to open the meeting and introduce CA and the NP committee members, CA would then provide background information on NPs which would take a forward looking approach. There would then be a brief Q&A session and time for informal discussion. Following this initial meeting, there will be a series of workshops which will focus on community involvement of the NP process. The grant funding application process was now open and the committee were in the process of gathering the required information to complete the application. AD would need to consult with CA on how to access resident addresses in order to make contact with them about the NP. The PC Agreed to fund the routine operating costs of the Neighbourhood plan committee until the grant funding was received to enable plan to move forward in good time.






       Action: AD
17) High Town Farm woodland creation – Proposed woodland planting scheme on land at High Town Farm near Longframlington. There will be around 3.83 hectares planted. The planting is being undertaken to enhance biodiversity and improve water quality in the area. A mixture of broadleaves will be planted including oak, birch, holly and willow along with some pine. The footpath currently running through the site will be fenced off from the woodland and will not be obstructed. The members had no comment to make.
18) Proposed football match 30th June 2019 - GA had been approached with a request for a football match on the playing field from two over-40’s teams from Rothbury. This was agreed. GA to obtain details of organisers and inform them of PC’s agreement.             Action: GA
19) Climate Emergency Petition - A non-political group of concerned residents had come together under the banner 'Climate Action Northumberland' to petition Northumberland County Council to declare a Climate Emergency, and to review their policies and practices to pursue the goal of reducing their carbon emissions to zero by 2030.  They were seeking support for their petition from communities across the County to ensure that Northumberland has a sustainable future and contributes to combating the global climate crisis. GA proposed we support this, seconded by AD. All agreed.         






   Action: Clerk
20) Weed Control Programme - NCC are again conducting weed control in public areas. GF read out a letter explaining their approach which was similar to the previous year’s approach.
21) Interactive Speed Sign - North End – Maintenance. Clerk had received details and costs for the various options for the on-going maintenance of the VAS sign. It was agreed to take the Silver five year extended warranty package at a cost of £53.76 per year for the five year contract (Total £268.80).









   Action: Clerk
22) To obtain the agreement from LPC to publicise their Support of 'Friends of Alnmouth Station'. It was agreed the PC did not want to publicise their support.    









Action: Clerk
23) AOB: None
24) Date of Next Meeting: 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019




JBC at 6.30 p.m. 





LPC at 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.55p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

