
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 24th June 2019 at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair).  Councillors: Robert Donkin, Kevan Curry, Anthony Murray, Joyce 
Robertson, Mark Napier, Angus Murray (Vice), Tom Armstrong, Caroline Cumming. 
In Attendance: Samantha Hook (Clerk), Kerren Rodgers (New Clerk), Ian Smith (Northumberland Gazette), Brian 
Ranft, Heather Robertson, Leslie Robertson, Michael Veitch, PC 8872 Richie (Northumbria Police). 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

None.  The Chair welcomed the new Clerk Kerren Rodgers.       
   

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

To receive from members, in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting disclosure of any 
personal or prejudicial interests. Item 13 – Cllr Napier, Item 16 – Cllr Donkin.  

 
4.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

Northumbria Police:- 

 Minor assault at the Riverside holiday park – All parties known – No complaints. 

 Minor dispute between 2 children resulting in an assault crime being recorded. Both parties known 
again no complaints. 

 There was a broken down motorbike stolen from Weetwood road. Possibly stolen for scrap. Enquiries 
were ongoing. 

 An Irish couple have been in the Tankerville Arms and passed a fake £50 note. Would suggest 
licensed premises do not accept 50 notes unless the persons or the origins of the notes is known. 

 Some damage has been caused at local public house by an ex-employee. The party has been 
identified and enquiries are ongoing. 

 There’s been a minor assault at The black Bull during a private party.  Both parties are known and 
enquiries are ongoing. 

 A quantity of building sand has been stolen from a yard in Wooler after the offender claimed to have 
permission to take it. Vehicle details are known and enquiries are ongoing. 
 
PC Richie advised future changes within Northumbria Police were more positive than originally 
expected and he was quite confident there would continue to be neighbourhood cover.  As soon as 
any further information was available he would update the Parish Council.  Sergeant Steve Knight had 
sent his apologies and the new Chief Inspector John Swan had also sent his apologies but hoped to 
be at a Parish Council meeting in the near future.   
Checkpoint was ongoing but no poachers had been captured in recent weeks. 

       
5. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 

To be signed as a correct record, minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 20/5/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.  Changes were submitted as follows: 

 Page 1 – metal ring to be sunk into ground around new benches. Cllr Mather had requested that T 
Hare, Caretaker undertake strimming on South Road near the river.   

 Page 2 – Christmas Lights – new box not pole. 

 Page 3 – A map had now been produced to be distributed in the Alnwick area, following on from the 
query raised by Cllr Napier whereby Wooler had been missed off.  Sheila Tennent would distribute 
around the local shops. Cllr Mather thanked Cllr Napier for his work undertaken in chasing up and 
remedying this omission. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 20/5/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.  Cllr Angus Murray 
proposed the minutes and Cllr Armstrong seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council – None. 
    

7. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 

 Work on A697 riverbank - T Hare, Caretaker had been asked to strim the grass on the river bank.  
Picnic benches were now built and ready to install, with 3 tonnes of gravel.  Work was still ongoing. 

 



 

 

 Neighbourhood Plan website arrangements – Following an enquiry from the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee, the Clerk had enquired via NALC whether the Parish Council website could hold the 
Neighbourhood Plan website.  The website consultant had confirmed this was not possible.  This 
matter would need to be explored further.  

 Dog Fouling extra bin – the cost would be £170 for a new bin.  A request had been received via 
Facebook to install a bin on South Road towards the Old Vicarage.  The Councillors discussed the 
possibility of purchasing more than one bin so that several could be positioned along the proposed 
new seating area by the river.  It was noted in the last few years the Parish Council had been very 
fortunate that any new bins were funded by Cllr Anthony Murray via NCC.  Cllr Donkin proposed the 
purchase of three new bins and this was seconded by Cllr Angus Murray.  The Parish Council voted 
unanimously to purchase three new bins and ask the NEAT Team, NCC to monitor the use of them, in 
particular if one was positioned further along South Road towards the old Vicarage, to see how often 
it was used.  

 Audit – the Clerk had circulated copies of the external audit and had undertaken a full years accounts 
reconciliation in the process.  The Parish Council agreed:  1) The Annual Governance and 
Accountability return for 2018/19, 2) The Annual Accounts for 2018/19, 3) The Accounting Statement 
as signed by the Council’s responsible finance officer (RFO) and 4) The Explanation of Variances. 
Clerk to submit to PKF Littlejohn, the external auditors prior to the 1st July deadline.  An intermediate 
review had also been requested by PKF Littlejohn, and the Clerk would send a copy of the agenda 
and minutes agreeing the Risk Register for 2018/19 as required. 

 NALC Standards Training – several Wooler Parish Councillors had attended training recently held at 
the Cheviot Centre, with Councillors from other Parishes in attendance; totalling 12 overall, which was 
a good turnout.  Cllr Napier, Robertson and Cumming had found the session interesting and useful, in 
particular regarding declaration of interests and the possibility of requesting annual dispensation.   
Changes implemented recently meant that some paperwork may be out of date.  Clerk to circulate 
each individual councillor their own appointment form to review and check correct against the new 
regulations.   

 Councillor Vacancy – a public election notice had been displayed in the town and on the website 
regarding a current vacancy, this would now be advertised to invite anyone interested in becoming a 
Councillor to apply. 

  
8. SKATE PARK AND DAMAGE TO RAILS ON THE PETH   UPDATE & DECISION   

Cllr Mather would be investigating damage to the rails on the Peth and would report back to the Parish 
Council at a future meeting. 
The railings at the Skate Park were in need of painting and Cllr Napier reiterated the Scouts and possibly 
children from the area could be involved in painting them.  The Council voted unanimously to purchase the 
paint and necessary equipment and would see if the school could ask permission from parents for children 
from the school to be involved. 
 

9. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS        UPDATE & DECISION 
The Parish Council discussed potential plans for the Christmas lighting, including a cable at the top of the 
Church Tower that in the past had powered spotlights and the possibility of asking Paul Turnbull to see if it 
was still live, rather than using an extension cable.  A permanent power point/socket on the roof would be 
better than an extension cable so this would be explored and the cost of extra power point/s via NCC for 
South Road.  Cllr Donkin would look at the pole number in order to provide to NCC, and request that P 
Turnbull provide a quotation regarding the church power point, before deciding how many sets of lights to 
purchase for future lighting at Christmas.  All were in favour/agreed. 

 
10. STREET LIGHTING        UPDATE & DECISION 

The Clerk had emailed L Sawyer at NCC to request a meeting between the Parish Council and Head of Street 
Lighting.  No response had been received.  Clerk to chase up and put on agenda for next meeting.   
 

11. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT  & DECISION 
To update the Council on any relevant County Council/wider issues – Cllr Anthony Murray addressed the 
meeting with his report as follows: 

 The Physiotherapy Service in Wooler was going to continue one day a week, which was excellent 
news. 

 The Parish Council had received a complaint regarding overgrown vegetation around the road signs - 
NCC had been contacted but up to now nothing had been actioned.   

 Cllr Murray had attended a meeting at the Duchess School in Alnwick, where finances continued to be 
monitored carefully, due to an ongoing national problem.  They hoped it would not be necessary to 
make cutbacks. 

 Cllr Robertson reported overgrown vegetation over a large sign adjacent to the Berwick Road.  Cllr 
Donkin had permission to cut this back and would do so.  



 

 

 Safety Zone outside Wooler First and Middle School - Cllr Anthony Murray confirmed this was still in 
the pipeline. 

 Facebook – Cllr Mather reported messages sent to the Parish Social Media account concerning car 
parking wardens patrolling and issuing tickets, despite the waiting time increase being requested two 
years ago and the signs not being changed.  Cllr Anthony Murray agreed to chase up with NCC.   

 Parking outside school - double yellow lines had been requested/included on the Local Transport Plan 
and still nothing had been actioned. 

 Cllr Armstrong declared an interest re: Ramseys Lane.  The Parish Council had agreed to double 
yellow lines going half way up Ramseys Lane only, and a notice had recently been sent to residents 
of Ramseys Lane, following a poll of those living where it would affect, that double yellow lines would 
now be put all the way up.  Cllr Anthony Murray advised this was as a result of a majority vote by 
aforementioned residents, resulting in 7 in favour and 4 against.   The Parish Council discussed the 
current issues and agreed this would only worsen safety and ongoing problems/lack of accessibility, 
with the introduction of double yellow lines all the way up Ramseys Lane, and voted unanimously to 
report to NCC that they were not in favour of this happening.  

 
12. LOSS OF PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE IN WOOLER    UPDATE & DECISION 

Cllr Robertson outlined that following a decision to remove the Physiotherapy Service in Wooler, the Patient 
Groups for both the Glendale and Cheviot Medical Group had campaigned to object to this decision, and 
obtained support from local residents with over 200 petition signatures within a few days, increasing to 400.   
During the meeting, in which representatives from many Partners/Stakeholders were invited, they had 
presented an excellent case for why the service should remain, including mental health and wellbeing 
implications, in particular for the more elderly and vulnerable. The CCG had listened and the decision had 
now been altered - one day of Physiotherapy service would remain in place.    All were delighted with the 
successful outcome for all concerned.  Cllr Robertson requested that future patients of the service complete a 
feedback card, as this is how the service will be shaped in the future, by collating feedback.  The Parish 
Council wished to congratulate the members who had worked hard to campaign on behalf of the residents of 
Wooler and users of the service, the patient groups for both the Cheviot Medical Group and Glendale Surgery, 
and for the number of people supporting with petition signatures.  

     
13. COMMUNITY SITE PROJECT (School Farm Field)    UPDATE & DECISION 

The Contract for the transfer of the field was now finalised and Cllr Mather and Cllr Donkin would soon sign 
the paperwork and return to the Solicitor.  Cllr Mather had been spoken to Radio Borders over the telephone 
and they were keen to cover the official opening.  Cllr Mather agreed to cut the grass.  The Chevy Chase 
would like access to the field for parking.    The Parish Council extended their thanks to Graham Cross and 
Ian Atkinson, who were installing new access to the field. 
 

14. GLENDALE FESTIVAL  
The Clerk would request a copy of the Glendale Festival Insurance/Certificate of Public Liability for the 
forthcoming event at Scott’s Park on Saturday 20th July at Scotts Park.  If any other groups wish to use the 
field they must provide copies of their insurance and give adequate notice in the event that any queries arise 
to do with insurers. The Parish Council fully support this annual family/community festival. 
 

15. FOUNTAIN UPDATE 
Cllr Mather and Donkin had attended a meeting on Thursday 20th June with members of the Fountain Group.  
They were still organising arrangement of their plans and funds.  They were hoping to purchase seating, 
planters, posts and plants.  Catherine Dunn had offered to organise the flower displays.  
 

16. BRIDGEND PARK 
B Ranft was in attendance and spoke on behalf of the residents of Bridgend Park.  He started by reiterating 
that the residents of the Park are residents of Wooler and pay rates like all other households.  They felt they 
had not been supported due to a large list of matters concerning planning applications and works on the park, 
including park homes being built with no planning permission and subsequent sales when the buildings were 
not legally approved.  He read out the timeline of events.  He requested the support of the Parish Council.  
The Parish Council agreed they fully supported the residents of Bridgend Park.  The matter was in the hands 
of NCC and the legalities were complex and ongoing.  Cllr Mather responded that the Parish Council would 
offer as much support as possible, despite being unable to do anything due to the matter being in the hands of 
NCC’s Legal Department.  Mr Ranft understood that the Parish Council has no authority.  Cllr Mather 
requested that communication was kept open and suggested one email to contact from Bridgend Park as a 
representative of all the residents.  No further correspondence from NCC had been received. 
 

17. REQUEST FROM J ROBSON RE MEMORIAL BENCH 
The Clerk read out an email request received from J Robson re: a memorial bench for her late husband.  The 
Parish Council discussed possible locations and agreed to notify J Robson that a bench could be purchased 
and fitted in several locations and to see which location they would prefer.  



 

 

 
18. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK 

 Update re: land transfer – nothing  had been received yet from the Estates Team of NCC and the 
Tree Officer had not yet visited as agreed by NCC.  Clerk to chase up both departments. 

 Works - new Park signs have now been erected. 

 ROSPA report – a copy of a recent inspection of Scotts Park, the Skate Park and Brysons Park had 
now been received.  The Clerk circulated a copy of each.  Cllr Mather and Donkin would take away 
the reports, to read and implement any action required.  They would feedback outcomes at the next 
meeting; Clerk to put on agenda.  Clerk to email Terry Harkins, NCC, due to recent damage during 
grass cutting to new football nets in Brysons Park, which were put up only three weeks ago.   

 
 

19. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 Land north east of 3 Weetwood Road, Wooler, NE71 6AE – submission of detailed info in respect of 
site layout landscaping, boundary treatments, access, drainage strategy and house types detail, 
scale, massing and finishing materials – being heard at Local Area Council, St James Church Centre, 
Pottergate, Alnwick, NE66 1JW on 20th June at 3pm.  No comments. 

 

 Removal of 147 metres of hedgerow to improve sight lines for road traffic and replanting of hedge 
further into the field North East of Turvelaws Farm Cottages Wooler, Northumberland, Mr Mark 
Robson - WITHDRAWN 

 

 Ryecroft Hotel, proposed new dwellings, plans circulated to all councillors – NO COMMENTS. 
 

20. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 
None. 
 

21. TURVELAWS FARM AND NORTHUMBRIA WATER PROPOSED WORKS 
An email had been received, the name was not read out.  It concerned the lack of footpath from Turvelaws 
Farm to the Industrial Estate not far from the entrance to the Berwick Road.  Works due to commence by 
Northumbria Water on the other side of the road included plans for a car park and suitable entrance.  The 
Parish Council discussed the lack of footpath and acknowledged that many matters have been raised as 
priorities, included on the Local Transport Plans requested from NCC, and no actions have been forthcoming.  
However, Clerk to email G Bucknall, NCC to report this concern and see if it could be assessed to keep on file 
as a future local transport plan suggestion.  Clerk to chase up suggested improvements to industrial estate, to 
include a footpath, as per previous local transport plan recommendations.  All were in favour. 

     
22. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 

To update the council on findings from other meetings. none 
 

23. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
To update the Council on any work completed, work pending and  
residents’ requests/queries 

 Tenter Hill - steps down to Church Street.  Ivy growing down, needs clearing – Clerk to email G 
Bucknall, NCC. 

 Church Street - overhanging branches on left side near the bottom of the bank – Clerk to email G 
Bucknall, NCC. 

 Railings on South Road from Church Street – NCC have responded, will be actioned but not classed 
as a priority. 

 Dirty/slippy water at bottom of Church Street – Northumbria Water have investigated, not sewerage, 
NCC have investigated, coming from a private property, so neither will action.  Still a slip hazard so 
Clerk to email G Bucknall, NCC and request his Inspector look at it.   

 Bus Station – Cllr Curry reported a toilet in the Gents is now completely hanging off the wall – it was 
never fitted properly in the first place.  Clerk to email B Hodgson/T Harkins, NCC NEAT Team.  
Problems are still occurring with large toilet rolls being stuffed down the toilet, Cllr Curry has removed 
them on several occasions.  Clerk to copy in PC Richie, Northumbria Police, to the emails and add a 
note to say that anti-social behaviour such as this is still happening.   

 
24. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 22nd July 2019 at 7.00pm 
 

25. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

26. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 



 

 

27. CLERK/EMPLOYMENT (IN CAMERA) 
 

Rospa Play Safety Annual Inspection  £280.20 Bank transfer 

Advert for Clerk Vacancy JPI Media Publishing £494.52 Bank transfer 

Glendale Graphics Signage for Scotts and Brysons Parks £375.00 Bank transfer 

Glendale Gateway Trust Room Hire 20/5/2019 £19.20 Bank transfer 

Viking Direct Toilet rolls Bus Station £55.74 Bank transfer 

Viking Direct Office Supplies Badges and A4 paper £31.27 Bank transfer 

Northumberland County Council Payroll April/May 2019 £1423.42 Bank transfer 

Northumberland County Council Payroll June 2019 £819.71 Bank transfer 

Donkin Engineering Vodafone parish mobile phone cost £12.26 Bank transfer 

David Girdwood Retired Account External Audit £40.00 Bank transfer 

Tracy Hare Caretaker Weeding/strimming/planting/grass cutting £225 Bank transfer 

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

There will be an Archbold Trust Meeting held directly after the meeting, these meetings are for the trustees 
only and are not open to the public 

 
 
  

 


