
WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 7 March 2019 

1 

 
At a meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle 
Street, Warkworth on Thursday 7 March 2019 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. 
Lilley, M. Shepherd, and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
13 members of the public were present 

  
204. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Watson.  
 
205. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Dr Hobrough declared an interest in item 15 (1) on the agenda (Planning Application 
19/00669/CCD) as a governor at Warkworth Primary School.  
 
206. Public Questions 
206,1 Regarding Minute No.197 of the last meeting (County Councillor Report), Mr Farrall commented 
that the minute had not included the information provided that the landowner had decided not to repair 
Footpath No.46, and he felt that it should be included for completeness. There was some discussion 
about the ongoing situation and members agreed there was some confusion about what the correct 
state of play was as this was a matter between the landowners and the County Council, which the 
Parish Council was not party to.  It was acknowledged that the information Mr Farrall referred to had 
been given at the last meeting, that the minutes should include reference to the landowner no longer 
funding repair works, and that information on the current position should be sought from the County 
Council.  
 
Agreed that:- 
(a) the minutes include reference to the landowner no longer funding repair works; and 
(b) information be sought from the County Council about the current position. 
   

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
206.2 A member of the public raised the issue of cycle lane painting on Beal Bank which his wife had 
raised last summer. Nothing had been done yet, and it was agreed that this should again be pursued 
with NCC.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
206.3 A member of the public raised agenda item 17.5 (Northumberland Local Plan Publication Draft 
Plan – potentially suitable areas for wind energy development). This was of concern and he asked 
whether the Parish Council would be making a submission to NCC on this point. Members expressed 
some concern that 66% of the County’s land area had been identified as potentially suitable for 
windfarm development, and whilst it was acknowledged that this did not mean all of this area would be 
developed, it could encourage developers to apply randomly with an expectation of approval.  There 
was also concern that Northumberland's open views and glorious countryside could be spoiled for 
locals and tourists if wind farms were allowed to be developed in sensitive areas.   
 
Members agreed that that each windfarm application should be considered on its own individual merits, 
and the Parish Council’s view on an individual application would depend on such factors as the location 
and proposed number of turbines, as some areas would be suitable for such developments and others 
would not. It was also agreed that the Parish Council's overall stance on windfarm development would 
be contained within its Neighbourhood Plan, once this had been developed.  
 
Agreed that a submission be made to this element of the Local Plan Publication Draft Plan as outlined 
above. 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 7 March 2019 

2 

  
Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
206.4 A member of the public raised her concerns about the loss of parking spaces at The Stanners 
following the Parish Council’s decision to have posts put in at strategic locations in order to protect the 
amenity and picnic area. This was already causing problems, which would have a much greater effect 
once the tourist season began, and she suggested that the picnic tables could be moved and parking 
still provided, as this measure was not promoting tourism in her opinion. She cited examples of 
campervans parking up for the day to picnic and not spending any money in the village, and of 
canoeists parking up recently and blocking the road.  
 
The Chair explained that the amenity area had become increasingly eroded and taken over by cars 
parking indiscriminately and dangerously close to the edge of the riverbank. Members had been keen 
that the picnic area should be restored to its original intended use so people could enjoy the riverbank, 
and whilst around 10 spaces had been lost by the inclusion of the wooden posts, 4-5 spaces were to be 
provided at the upriver end, and an additional 5 marked bays would be provided after Easter through 
the new parking proposals, so there would be little overall difference. The aim was that greater use 
would be made of the Beach Road car park.  It was acknowledged that parking was always a difficult 
issue for the village, and members encouraged local people to become involved in the development of 
the Neighbourhood Plan to help resolve such difficulties. A balance had to be struck between the 
differing needs of residents, business and tourism, and in developing the Neighbourhood Plan, 
members would be looking for people to work with the PC representing different organisations, 
business and interest groups from all parts of the Parish.  
 
206.5 The issue of the defective pavement outside the Masons Arms was also raised following a bad 
fall by two members of the public recently. It was noted that members had recently done a walk around 
with a highways inspector from NCC to highlight the worst issues so they could be attended to. This 
could be raised with him but any such issues should be reported by the public via the reporting system 
on the NCC website.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action with Highways Inspector  Clerk 

 
207. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council held on 7 February 2019 be approved and confirmed as 
a true record and signed by the Chair, subject to the amendment detailed at Minute No.206 above to 
amend Minute No.197 to include the information provided that the landowner had decided not to repair 
Footpath No.46, 
 
208. Matters Arising 
The Chair provided an update on the speed cameras at Beal Bank which had been received from NCC 
Highways. This advised that the legal work to introduce the traffic regulation order had not in fact been 
done but would be done as soon as possible. Members were very concerned at the length of time this 
had taken and the promises of action not delivered and agreed that the Chair should send a formal 
complaint to NCC.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Chair 

 
The Chair also reported back on the NCC Highways compound at the bottom of Beal Bank. There was 
no suitable alternative site in the locality for NCC to use. However, staff had been asked to ensure that 
the site was kept tidy and cleared regularly so as not to be an eyesore on the approach to Warkworth. 
In addition, consideration was being given to installing a full height gate which would help the situation.  
 
Minute No. 192 – the King John oak tree had now been planted.   
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209. Standing Items  
209.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
An estimate for the next tranche of work on the boundary walls had been received as part of the 
ongoing contract for repair and maintenance. This work was due to start in September and would take 
around six weeks. It would focus on the section of wall from the gate on the west side; going south 
around to the main Churchyard gate on the south side. This was based on the previous competitive 
rates, and Cllr Galilee proposed that it be accepted, seconded by Cllr Elliott. Funding was in the budget. 
 
Agreed that the estimate be accepted and HPRL be given to the go ahead to schedule in the work.  
 
210. Northumberland Estates Leases - Update 
The Chair updated members on a further meeting held with Northumberland Estates (NE).  The lease 
agreements had been considered and a number of recommendations were made:- 
 

 Lease on Market Cross be retained. 
 Lease on land at The Stanners be retained and extended to include land further to the 

riverbank as far downriver as the car parking at the bottom of the lane past Abbeyfield, but not 
including the area from behind St Lawrence’s Church to the bridge due to the weakening of the 
bank by erosion and the recent work by NWL. 

 Lease of land at The Butts be retained and extended to include the riverbank behind Greens 
Park but excluding areas which the Parish Council could make no use of, and land identified on 
the plan where it lay on the bend in the river which was prone to erosion. Assurances had been 
given that any liability for repairs and maintenance would not include making good erosion 
damage.  

 Lease of the Beach Road car park be retained at present. 

 Lease of Beach Road football field - decisions be delayed until public consultation on its use 
had been completed. 

 Lease of Morwick Road playing field – this was on a year on year rolling agreement and could 
be terminated by either party. The PC needed to decide whether a 20 year lease was 
appropriate.  

 
Other related matters:- 
 

 The advice was that a twenty year lease was a standard arrangement. 
 It was noted the PC had planted several trees on leased land but NE had no objections. 

 The £750 contribution to legal costs represented 50% of the total.  
 The special condition re access referred to allowing continued foot access to fishing rights in 

the river. 

 The Parish Council’s insurance policy should be checked to determine what cover it afforded in 
terms of liabilities.  

 The grassed area between Morwick Road and No.2 Montagu Avenue did not belong to Cussins 
or the Morwick Gardens estate. It remained in the ownership of NE as access land for the 
retained NE Holdings. NE would consider either continuing their lease to the tenant farmer or 
leasing it to the PC as an area of green space. .  

 
Regarding the land at Greens Park, members felt that they needed to know what the PC’s liability would 
be if there was an accident given the ground conditions in the location. This raised the wider question of 
the PC’s responsibility in respect of all of its leased land and what action should be taken to protect 
itself. It was commented that any action to absolve the PC of any responsibility in the event of an 
incident would probably be quite difficult, and that better protection would be provided through regular 
inspections or walk arounds, which was what members were doing already through their area reports.  
 
Regarding the Beach Road car park, it was noted that this was being used more, and that disclaimer 
signs should be put in place given its condition. Signs were also needed on Dial Place to direct vehicles 
to the Beach Road when Dial Place was full.  
 
It was noted that the Beach Road field survey had had to be amended for The Pelican and would now 
appear in the forthcoming edition. Leaflets would be available in The Greenhouse and Village Shop 
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which people could complete and return. Comments could also be made direct to the Clerk via email, 
on-line or to members.  
 
Agreed that the recommendations detailed above be accepted and other points be noted. 
 
211. Report from Finance Group  
Cllr Dr Hobrough reported back on a recent meeting of the Finance Group:- 
 
211.1 Budget: 
 Any surpluses from each budget head at year end would go into earmarked funds where there was 

one for that budget head. Any other surpluses would go into the general reserve. 

 Surplus from Christmas lights income would go into Contingency Fund.  
 The £739 draw on the Grants budget would come from the general reserve 
 Churchyard walls Earmarked Funds still at comfortable level. 
 There were a number of expected items of expenditure where work was still to be finished or bills 

received.  
 No issues of concern.  
 
211.2 Grants Policy:  
 Finance Committee to be appointed by the PC at its annual meeting in May to consider and assess 

grant applications, and to make recommendations to the PC. To meet 3-4 times per year to feed 
recommendations into the next PC meeting. Dates to be identified to tie in with precept setting and 
year end.  

 The Policy itself:- 

 Organisations should have clear structure/constitution/governance 
 Need reference to restrictions on the provision of support e.g. when sufficient funds already 

exist. 
 Need reference to providing funds in principle, as long as other funding is secured to 

enable the project to proceed. 
 Need reference to how many members within the Parish will benefit . Should primarily be for 

benefit of people in the Parish. 

 All organisations should report back on expenditure and reference the Parish Council in 
any publicity. Confirmation of expenditure will be sought by the PC.  

 Need to include reference to the return of any funding not spent or unused at the end of the 
project.  

 Need to include reference in the guidelines to the PC’s overall budget allocation for grants 
so that its clear funds are limited.  

 Further work to be done on the Policy before final submission to the PC for approval in May.  

 Finance Group to review and present amended version to next meeting.  
 
211.3 Neighbourhood Plan  

 A public meeting be held w/c 6 or 13 May with representatives from NCC Strategic Planning, 
Lesbury NP, local businesses invited. Likely to be run in workshop format. 

 This would be to publicise the neighbourhood plan and to recruit expressions of interest in 
becoming involved. 

 Advertise in The Pelican and Northumberland Gazette. 
 Review geographical areas to make sure all areas represented.   
 Decide on venue. 
 Previous Parish Plan to be used as basis for going forward.  

 Further report next month. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk/NP Group 
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212. Works in the Village 
212.1  Bus Shelter Estimate 
Agreed accept the estimate received from Beck Groundworks. 
 
212.2  Recycled plastic seat for the Braid 
Agreed that the 1.5m full bench with 3 spar back be purchased from Solway Recycling 
 
213. Weed Control around Gravestones in the Cemetery 
The contract with NCC specified strimming around gravestones but there had been some reports about 
damage to headstones. It was commented that modern strimmers usually had guards to prevent this. 
Members did not feel weed killing was appropriate and that a further conversation should be had with 
NCC about the options.  
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC  Clerk 

 
214. Annual Litterpick 
Agreed that this be held week commencing 1 April 2019 and that the Litterbugs Group be informed of 
the date. Equipment to be delivered to The Greenhouse.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
215. Request for Financial Support – Northumberland Theatre Company 
Agreed that a donation of £50 be made in support. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

  
216. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: nothing major to report though there was a potential for erosion as the river was 
quite high at the moment. There was some standing water on the new path laid by Northumbrian Water, 
which was causing people to walk on the grass and churning it up just behind the churchyard.   
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC  Clerk 

 
Cllr Lilley: In addition to the usual items, there had been a report in the Northumberland Gazette of 
£10,000 LTP funding for footpath projects. It was reported that this was for repairs to FPs 7 and 46.  
 

Agreed Action 
Seek more information from NCC  Clerk 

  
Cllr Gibson: There were not sufficient street lights where Cussins had put the new footpath in – only 
one light past his house before the entrance to the new estate and he queried whether Cussins had 
fulfilled the conditions of their planning permission. He also reported a parking issue recently where 
emergency vehicles had not been able to quickly get to a medical emergency due to cars being parked 
close together.   
 

Agreed Action 
Raise planning condition issue with NCC   Clerk 

 
Cllr Elliott: the Coquet Moor road had now been largely resurfaced.  
 

Cllr Galilee: A large pile of tyres had been dumped along the haul road opposite the yacht club. He 
suspected this had come from the contractor doing the dredging work, and he would forward photos to 
the Clerk.  
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Cllr Wilson: the amount of traffic through the village seemed to be ion the increase, making it  really 
difficult to get across the road.  
 
Cllr Black: Cussins had been refused planning permission for their advertising sign at the entrance to 
Morwick Gardens. Cussins intended to appeal.  
 
217. County Councillor Report 
The main issue was capacity at Warkworth Primary School which he had raised with Children’s 
Services, although it was noted that this was a Church of England Aided School, which had financial 
implications. Other issues:- he had asked for a speed bump at the corner of Guildens Road, and checks 
at peak times had not revealed any parking abuse of the posts area on The Stanners. The new lights 
were due to be switched on on 11 March.  
 
218. Planning  
218.1 Planning Applications 
19/00413/FUL | Proposed replacement roof with raised ridge to form rooms within roof space and 2 
dormers with integral balcony. Provision of new entrance porch and first floor balcony. | 8A 
Watershaugh Road Warkworth NE65 0TU No objections  
 
19/00423/FELTPO | T483 - Sycamore (fell),T482 - Sycamore (crown raise 3m),T492, T493, T494, 
T495, T496, T497,T498 and T504 - Sycamore trees (crown raise 4m), T512, T514, T519, T523 and 
T527 - Sycamore trees (crown raise 4m lowest branches), T535, T536 and T537 - Sycamore trees 
(crown thin by 20%), T487 - Ash (remove limb over drive), T491 - Beech (crown raise 3m), T500, T501 
and T502 - Cherry Trees (crown thin by 20%), T489 and T513 - Chestnut (crown raise 4m lowest 
branches), T509 - Chestnut crown raise lowest branches), T530 - Beech (monitor lowest limb torn out), 
T499 and T531 - Beech (crown thin by 20%), T533 - Lime Tree (crown thin by 20%) and T534 - Field 
Maple (crown thin by 20%) | Shortridge Hall Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0WJ No 
objections 
  
19/00014/FUL | Construction of single storey extension to side, replacement of conservatory with a 
sunroom and replacement new porch. Addition of a first floor, including balcony to create a two storey 
dwelling along with associated external works | Meadowcroft Cottage Beal Bank Warkworth NE65 0TB 
It was noted that a letter of concern had been sent to the Parish Council by a neighbour. Members 
agreed that the application was an over development of a small plot and would be very visible. There 
was also concern that the extension would eventually be developed as a holiday let, and that the 
application was not in keeping with the rest of Beal Croft. It was agreed that the Parish Council object 
to the application on the grounds that it represented an over development of the site and was out of 
character with the surrounding area. There would also be a detrimental effect on the residential amenity 
of neighbours by virtue of loss of privacy and light.  
 
18/04412/FUL | Retrospective application: domestic log store to north of cottage | Helsay Farm Cottage 
Old Helsay Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0SN No objections  
 
19/00575/FUL and 19/00576/LBC | Proposed porch extension, detached garage and change of main 
house roof covering to clay pantiles from concrete interlocking tiles. | Morwick Barn Morwick Hall 
Acklington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9DG No objections 
 
19/00504/LBC | Listed Building Consent: Internal refurbishment, associated works to create an opening 
within an internal wall and external decorations. | The Hermitage Inn 23 Castle Street Warkworth 
Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0UL No objections 
 
19/00518/LBC | Listed Building Consent: Installation of new external signage and lighting | The 
Hermitage Inn 23 Castle Street Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0UL No objections 
 
19/00515/ADE | Advertisement Consent: Installation of 4no. non-illuminated fascia signs, 1no. 
externally illuminated fascia sign and 1no. externally illuminated hanging sign | The Hermitage Inn 23 
Castle Street Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0UL No objections 
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19/00669/CCD | Proposed new build timber frame classroom block to east of existing car park | 
Warkworth C Of E First School Guilden Road Warkworth Morpeth Northumberland NE65 0TJ No 
objections 
 
218.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted. 
 
219. Finance: 
219.1  Current Balances £28,463.14 Treasurers Account, £87,775.72 Instant Access Account as at 3 
February 2019 

 
219.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
February 2019 

£317.86 

 HMRC PAYE £64.40 
 NCC Servicing Brewery 

Lane toilets 
£1500.00 

 The Pelican Annual donation £100.00 
 St Lawrence’s Church Annual contribution to 

lighting 
£100.00 

 Bailiffgate Museum and Gallery Donation agreed 
07.02.19 meeting 

£50.00 

 Northumberland Estates Rent for Playing Field, 
Helsay Farm 

£350.00 

 NCC Installation of festive 
lighting supply boxes  

£372.66 

 Glasdons Litterbin for The Braid £188.29 
 

219.3.  Receipts: 
10.01.19 TSB Interest £74.15  
26.02.19 Hermitage Inn  xmas lights collection 

box 
£52.03 

 
Confirmation of how grant had been spent had been received from the Coquet Community 
Trust.  

 
220.  Correspondence Received: 

  220.1: Stanners Car Parking – Canoe Clubs 
  It was noted that a number of canoe groups used The Stanners and that the access ramp had 

been put in for that purpose. It would be helpful if, after unloading, the vehicles could be 
encouraged to then park at the Beach Road car park, and it was suggested that a response be 
made to this effect. A standard letter could then be used to advise the other Groups once it was 
established who they were.  

 
Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
220.2: Research Project – Newcastle University 
Agreed Chair to respond. 

   
220.3: Street Naming Consultation, Gloster Hill, Amble  

 It was suggested that consideration be given to Roman themed names as it was understood 
that there was a Roman Fort at the location. Agreed that a response be made to this effect. 

 
Agreed Action 
Action as above  Clerk 

 
  220.4: Highways Services in Winter leaflet  
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 220.5: Northumberland Local Plan Publication Draft Plan - Potentially suitable areas for wind 
energy development - Dealt with under Minute No. 206. 

 220.6: Mill Walk (Footpath 46) ROW Support Group – Mr Farrall advised that the reason for the 
letter had stemmed from concern at learning that the landowner was not to fund footpath 
repairs, and there were fears that this was a delaying tactic. He did not feel that there was 
much interest from NCC in progressing repair works and so had wanted to alert the Parish 
Council to the potential need to give the Group support. It was noted that there was a need for 
some clarity on where the Parish Council’s responsibility ended and NCC’s began. 

 220.7: Healthwatch annual survey. Agreed to put send information to Pelican for inclusion in 
next edition.   
220.8: Morwick Road noticeboard - Cllr Watson had received an email from a local resident 
offering the donation of two barrel planters to replace the rotten ones, and asking for some 
maintenance to be done on the noticeboard, including some additional paving stones to rest the 
planters on as they were uneven. Members agreed that this was acceptable and Cllr Gibson 
agreed to stain both this noticeboard and the other on Castle Street, and Cllr Galilee would 
assist in laying extra flagstones around the Morwick Road noticeboard.   
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to action and write letter of thanks. Clerk 

 
221.  Information Items: 

221.1: NALC Enews 5 February 2019 
  221.2: NALC Enews 13 February 2019 
  221.3 NALC Bulletin VAT and flood defences 
  221.3: NALC Feedback from Town and Parish Council Liaison WG  

221.4: A1 Ellingham Alnwick Consultation Events  
221.5: CAN Winter News 
221.6: CAN News Feb 2019  

 
222. Items for next meeting 

 Update from NP Group 
 Footpath No.7 

 
223. Date and Time of Next Meeting  

 
Thursday, 4 April 2019 at 6.30 pm.  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


