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Present 

 

Cllr A Sharp 

Cllr M Ridley 

Cllr J Hunter 
Cllr M Forrest 

Cllr G Ridley 
 

 

Cllr J Clark 

Cllr I Stott 

Cllr J Kendrew 
 

 

2 members of the public 

1 member of press 
Cllr I Hutchinson - County  

Clerk – Susan Saunders 

 

 
Int
ere
sts 

18.30   

 
23/19 Apologies for absence 

Cllr J Elliott – annual leave 
 24/19 Locality Co-Ordinator Presentation by Jude Deeks 

Jude Deeks is employed by the NHS along with NCC in a project to empower the community 
and to document the various community groups in the west of Northumberland. 
She is working with others to generate a directory of community opportunities for groups to 
access.  
She is happy to speak to any key people in the community who are involved with groups 
already. 
Please ask the clerk if you would like her contact details. 

 25/19 Public Questions 
There were no questions. 

 26/19 Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each 
agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an 
interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes. 

 27/19 Minutes of the meeting for approval held on: 
Monday 7th January 2019 
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest       SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                       AGREED   
Friday 18th January 2019 
PROPOSED Cllr J Clark          SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                       AGREED   

 28/19 Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current 
agenda 
No matters 

 29/19 County Councillor Report 
• Cllr Hutchison produced the car parking penalty and dog fouling stats for the year. 

Someone is parking in the disabled bay at the market place all day without displaying 
a blue badge. The clerk was instructed to contact the Parking Enforcement officer and 
ask him to investigate. 

PROPOSED Cllr J Kendrew             SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                            AGREED 

• The Council tax has had a 2.99% increase. 
• There is extra funding for highways which has to be spent by the end of March. The 

West End road will be re-surfaced under this scheme. Cllr Hutchinson was asked to 
find out if the whole road is to be closed during the work. 

 30/19 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities 
The Clerk was instructed to contact Duncan Lovatt about the Broomshaw Bridge and ask 
again about the bottom of Eden Lawns footpath. 
Light no. HA49 is out. It has been reported. 
 

 31/19 Public Seating and Bus Shelters 
Nothing to report. 

 32/19 Grounds Meeting 
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32/19.01 Grounds Meeting  

• Tree Inspection – The trees at the bottom of Comb Hill could potentially be removed 
when the drainage work is undertaken. It was proposed to investigate this idea 
further and report back. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley             SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                            AGREED 

• Comb Hill Drainage – It was agreed to place the tender advert in the name of The 
Town Council who have the power under The Open Spaces Act to fund the work. It is 
to go in for two weeks to the Hexham Courant with the closing date 4th March 2019. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest             SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                            AGREED 

The clerk has been informed that S106 funding could be applied for to help with the drainage 
but, at this point, there are no funds available in this area. 

• Westlands Play Area – the cemetery staff are now in a position to fit the equipment as 
the ground has settled. 

A job list for the cemetery staff is to include: Fitting of BMX signs and removal of the old 
ones, the basketball net for Comb Hill and the repair of the climbing frame. 
The clerk has received responses from Kris Westerby. 

• Car parking at Sainsbury – A plan has been attached which does not show a painted 
footpath as previously requested. The clerk will remind Kris and Cllr Hutchinson will 
speak to him about how the cars will park and if the kerbs will be dropped. 

• Drains – Kris has sent a map of the drains in Haltwhistle. There will be gully emptying 
the week commencing 18th Feb 2019 – weather permitting. The clerk was asked to 
have that confirmed nearer the time. 

• Electric Charging Point – approximately would cost £5000. The Council are not 
proceeding with this. 

• Pedestrian Crossing – this has not been included on the LTP but Cllr Hutchinson 
reported that a camera will be placed there to survey the crossing. 

• Edens Lawn Asset Transfer – has been passed to the Town Council’s solicitor. The 
repair work will soon be undertaken. 

• Toilets – the council instructed the clerk to reply to Kris to say that should they take 
on the toilets all year round they would want a re-charge and not have the 
responsibility of the building and fittings maintenance. 

32/19.01 Play Inspections  
It was agreed to reduce the inspections for Westlands and Hadrian’s Rise to one per month 
with the litter picking undertaken when the grass is cut. Comb Hill will remain at one per 
week. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley             SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                            AGREED 

 
 33/19 Haltwhistle Village Greens and Common Land 

The fence at the entrance to the Burn Field will be situated soon. 
 34/19 Policing in Haltwhistle 

Cllr Sharp read out the report.  
Inspector Bridges is keen to have a joint meeting about ‘scam’ issues which Cllr J Elliott will 
organise upon his return in March. 
The clerk was asked to find out if the police are still in situation at the Fire Station. 

 35/19 Administration 
35/19 To Approve the following: 

1. Clerk Employment Contract, with regard to sickness policy and work place. 
2. Sickness Policy – to approve 
3. Training policy – clerk and councillors to approve 
4. Grant Policy – policy for awarding grants to compliment application forms 
5. Freedom of Information Policy – to review 
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The above policies were approved and, where relevant, be placed on the website. 
PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley          SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                       AGREED   

 36/19 Haltwhistle Academies updates on consultation 
The consultation is now with the Dept of Education awaiting a decision. Zoe Carr, from Wise, 
has asked for a meeting which will be held once the decision has been made. 
The Council agreed to write to Wayne Daly and Guy Opperman to complain about the length 
of time it is taking and how upsetting it is for children and parents in year 7 and 8 who do not 
know where they will be at school in September. 
PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley             SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                           AGREED 

 
 37/19 Town Plan 

37/19.01 To approve the Town Council Plan for 2019-2020 
37/19.02 NCC Town Investment Programme – Andy Dean from the Partnership put forward 
a proposal for funding. 
Cllr’s Clark and G Ridley reported on ideas that have been discussed at The Partnership. 
Janice Rose, from NCC, is invited to the March meeting where these items could be 
addressed. The following was suggested: 

• Try to improve the education level of the town 
• Promote an inter-generational hub 
• To make the community sustainable 

The clerk was instructed to send the thoughts to her before the meeting. 
 38/19 Karbon Homes to discuss 

It was agreed to write to Karbon Homes and ask for a meeting to discuss various concerns 
that have been brought to the council’s attention. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley             SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                            AGREED 

 
 39/19 

 
Planning Applications 
No applications received 

  39/19.01 Any Other Planning Matters 
18/03493/FUL Change of use of land to accommodate holiday lets (retrospective) 
Land rear of Inglenook Cottage, Mill Lane - REFUSED 
 

 
 

 

40/19 Reports on Financial Matters  
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The accounts were agreed for payment. 

PROPOSED Cllr I Stott             SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                             AGREED 

40/19.04 Bank Reconciliation as at 28th January 2019 – noted 
Cllr Sharp proposed to bring items 42, 43 44 and 45 forward and leave item 41 until the end. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp             SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                            AGREED 
 

 42/19 Report from Haltwhistle Partnership 
• The partnership also had a presentation by Jude Deeks. 
• Two of the flats are still empty and the maisonette has been completed. 

 43/19 Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 
The Leisure Centre had a buffet and presentation evening for all the staff which was well 
attended.  

 44/19 Saturday Surgery 2nd March 2018 
Cllr A Sharp and Cllr M Ridley will attend. 

 45/19 Correspondence received since last Council meeting 
An invite was received for a Memorial service at Vindolanda for Dr R Birley. Cllr G Ridley will 
be attending already and Cllr A sharp offered to attend. 
The correspondence was noted. 

 41/19 Report from the Joint Burial Committee 

Minutes from 12th December 2018 
41/19.01 Updates on the Host Council. 
There has been no further correspondence from NCC. 
41/19.02 Request for reduction on Budget Levy from smaller parishes  
The Council discussed the matter. Once the host council is resolved, one way or another, 
then a new constitution with rules on the calculation of the budget levy will be undertaken. 
41/19.03 Employment Matters 
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public 

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from 
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the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area. 

 

Resolution 

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the 

public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.” 

 

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by 

s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be 

excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 

1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp             SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                            AGREED 

The Council discussed a confidential email that had been received and agreed to 
acknowledge it. 

 46/19 Dates and times of next meetings  
Town Council Meeting – Monday 4th March 2019  
Monthly Council meeting from 6.00pm in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library. Janice Rose to attend 
from Northumberland County Council. 
Saturday 2nd March – Quarterly Surgery 10-12 in Room 2 first floor library. 
Saturday 9th February - Northumbria in Bloom drop in for volunteers, 10.30am – 12.30pm 
Monday 25th February – Grounds Meeting, 9.30am 

 


