LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

6th March 2019
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, John Munro (JM), Dave Wellden (DW). Gillian Nelless (GN)
In attendance:

Councillor Trevor Thorne, Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm

1. Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL) - work commitment,  Gillian Apthorpe (GA) - illness
2. Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 22 below 

a) Football match in memory of Paul Jones between Fram & Rothbury in aid of oncology unit

b) Great British Spring Clean 22 March - 23 April 2019
c) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane

3. Declaration of Interests –Planning Applications:  JM - R Green & Son Front Street  & Land East of Granby; DW - Westroad Garage
4. Gifts & Hospitality – None
5. Community Police Report - Written report from the Community Police representative: “Reported crimes in the longframlington area 01/01/19 – 01/03/19. 3 crimes reported in total: a domestic violence related crime, a malicious commination offence, theft of a packet of cigarettes. Amount of reported crime is low for the period in question and in relation to the second and third crime could be classed as low level and of little community impact. The first crime noted tends to have serious effects on the victim who will be supported by Northumbria Police through this investigation and beyond. Speeding: Officers at Rothbury have carried out speed checks in the area of Rothbury Road. During the last two checks a total of 110 vehicles were “clocked” and a total of 6 vehicles were stopped and the drivers spoken to. 5 were traveling between 30mph-33mph. the sixth vehicle was clocked at 36mph. All drivers were warned and all were found to be residents of Longframlington. The council have recently run a “speed strip” survey and we await the results. The results for 2016/2017 show Rothbury Road has no serious speeding problem, the worst time period was between 3am and 6am when the few vehicles using the road were speeding. This is probably no different to most UK roads during the early hours. With reference to daytime speeds, average speeds during the day of seem to be around the 30mph-32mph. There are slight increases as you move past 6pm to around 33mph. During both speed checks local residents passing by were spoken to were quite dismissive of the reason why the Police were there and in their opinion there was not a speeding issue on that road. It could be seen that the issue is very subjective and within the village there are varying opinions on this matter. In conclusion these results do not seem to indicate a serious speed issue and therefore at this time unless the situation changes the Police will endeavour to move on and put the issue to bed. If residents notice a change they are invited to let the Police know who can certainly review the situation.”
6. County Councillors Report. Cllr Thorne reported that the Planning Application for the Land East of Longframlington Gardens had still not been revoked. The issue has now been passed to the Head of Planning. The new Head of Planning is Rob Murfin who has moved from Sheffield Council. It is hoped that issues in relation to planning will now settle down. TT was to meet with David Laux, Head of Technical Services to discuss Highways related issues raised by LPC and to finalise the repair budget. There had been a good clean-up in the village in February with a focus on Front Street and the North end of the village. He had identified a problem of water drainage outside Well Cottage on Harrogate Lane which needed attention. The Government are launching a scheme to support market towns and Alnwick and Berwick have been identified for this support. JM informed TT of two near crashes near the Blackburn Bridge where overgrown branches are impeding vision. Also drainage gullies on the A697 south of the Village needed attention. TT was asked to follow up these issues with Highways.  











        Action: TT A discussion ensued concerning the general perception within the village of the incompetence of the Planning Department and the lack of enforcement. Cllr Thorne did not agree with this view and said that most planning conditions were met.
7. Minutes Of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 

8. Matters Arising Out Of Minutes - 
a) A697 & C106 Road Repairs.  The C106 repairs had begun and working to plan. With respect to the A697 repairs, the Highways design engineer had taken on board the points raised by local businesses and cllrs regarding the work schedule, including putting down hard-core for temporary parking behind the butchers. 
b) GDPR Audit and Next Steps.   The vast majority of the ‘archiving’ was now completed. GF/Clerk to complete, sort, recycle & incinerate waste. Then materials for County Archives to be compiled and archived. Following this the Clerk to prepare GDPR information procedures and documents for the PC website.




              Action: Clerk/GF
c) Speeding- deployment of speed monitoring strips on Rothbury Road. No further information at present. Agreed to wait until monitoring information is available before taking further action
d) Footpaths & Stiles – Miller Homes Development. The letter had been sent to the Area Countryside Officer regarding keeping the original stiles. He found our comments very helpful.  He reported that the path had been reopened by Friday afternoon 8th February as required. The route has a temporary surface at the moment, but is fit for purpose. He invited the PC to keep him informed of any other matters with regards to this site. His response would suggest that the styles will remain as they are. The developers had felled two protected trees on the site: an oak and an ash. Clerk to contact Planning Enforcement to ask if permission had been granted and if not to ask what is to be done.








Action: Clerk
e) Benches for the Green. FramNews had decided upon x2 Evershed’s backless benches at £196 (Excl. VAT). They wanted to know the PC’s preference on colour Brown was agreed. Clerk to arrange payment, ordering and fixing.


Action: Clerk
f) West House, Rothbury Road. Letter had be sent to the owners and response received to say they were awaiting a surveyor’s report.

9. Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF had attended the recent Northern Area meeting and Northumberland Plan briefing. With respect to wind turbines NCC reported that 40m height would be the limit for new turbines. Rothbury had an issue with the proportions of low cost housing for purchase or rent. Other than that they was little contentious for the North of the County. It is expected the Plan will be fully operational by the spring of 2020 but is already being used to inform planning decisions. In the plan, tight village boundaries have been defined and only developments of significant importance will be allowed outside of these.
10. Finance

a) Receipts in the month of February were approved
	03/02/2019
	John McCutcheon
	Allotment Rent (6 + 7b)
	30.00

	05/02/2019
	Julie & Tom Parkin
	Allotment Rent & Water Rates (13)
	35.50

	20/02/2019
	Mr Billy Wealleans
	Allotment Rent (3b+ 8a)
	20.00

	28/02/219
	Karen Anderson
	Allotment Rent (7a)
	10.00

	
	
	Total
	95.50


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and other payments were approved
	11/02/2019
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sports Court 
	5.44

	19/02/2019
	Bailiffgate Museum
	Donation
	50.00

	21/02/2019
	NE War Memorials Project
	Donation
	50.00

	06/03/2019
	Sonia Beal
	Plants Village tubs
	30.00

	06/03/2019
	Longframlington Memorial Hall
	Memorial Wreath
	16.50

	06/03/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	60.60

	06/03/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	245.68

	06/03/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Feb)
	-45.29

	
	
	Total
	412.93


c) Requests for donations:

· Longframlington Mother & Toddler Group request to purchase 3 tables @ £225 (excluding VAT) was approved.
· Estelle Seton KEVI - student request for funding towards volunteering trip to Mexico was not approved as this would set a precedent for a significant number of other young people undertaking similar ventures.
· Northumberland Theatre Company - £50 was approved. Proposed DW, seconded AD.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 4th March 2019 was approved
	Balance per bank statements
	
	Community account
	67829.25
	

	at 25th February 2019
	
	Business Saver
	6087.24
	73916.49

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	101980
	C Mavin
	80.00
	

	
	
	101983
	Garth Rhodes
	17.10
	

	Parish Council
	
	101981
	Bailiffgate Museum
	50.00
	

	
	
	101982
	NE War Memorials Project
	50.00
	

	
	
	101984
	Sonia Beal
	30.00
	

	
	
	101986
	Longframlington Mem Hall
	16.50
	

	
	
	101987
	HMRC
	60.60
	

	
	
	101988
	Garth Rhodes
	245.68
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00
	549.88

	
	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	John Thompson
	400.00
	

	Parish Council
	
	
	Mr Billy Wealleans
	20.00
	

	
	
	
	Karen Anderson
	10.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	430.00

	
	Balance per cash book 04/03/2019
	
	
	73796.61

	Balance per cash book
	
	PC
	
	
	57330.44

	
	
	Cemetery
	
	
	16465.97

	
	
	
	
	
	73796.41



* The 0.20p difference between the Bank statement and Cash Book is due to 0.20p error in the bank statement 

  on cheque no. 200076 to HMRC in April 2018 Bank Statement

11. Village Activities - None 
12. Allotments

a) Management including:

· Receipts for rents & water bills. Only awaiting payment from Yvonne & Mark Ellis (Plot 18). 

b) Maintenance including:

· Plot 10b. JM to speak to allotment holder to see if he wants to keep the plot. If not there is someone who would take this on.
13. King George V Playing Field including:
a) Multiplay equipment & submission for S106 funding.  The S106 application had been submitted. Clerk to request agreed £5,000 donation from TT










   Action: Clerk
b) Sports courts and playground. GN to email previous report to Clerk





      Action: GN DW reported that:

·  there was significant erosion on the mound that could be a tripping hazard. GF to inspect and consult with DW. Action: GF/DW
· sports court netting had come away at the top. 





                Action: GF/DW
· junior swing seats need replacing. DW to provide Clerk with details and produce quote from Playdale for next meeting             










              Action DW/Clerk
· rocking horse needs painting








      Action: DW 

· NCC have stripped the low branches on trees and bushes around the Green
c) The new path around gym equipment did not meet requirements. Clerk to contact Gavin Christie.


   Action: Clerk
d) Painting of football posts and gates on playing field. JM to order





       Action: JM
e) Paint for main gates. Clerk to obtain details from records






   Action: Clerk
f) MoD assistance with repairs to the Tank Turn.  No response received to our email. JM to chase up Otterburn contact          Action: JM
14. Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	18/02671FUL
	Westroad Garage, Rothbury Road.  Erection of 10 residential units
(See comments below)
	Refused
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses 

	18/03231/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields  - 58 houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

New submission date for comments 31 Mar 2019

	18/03182/FUL
	Ashlea, Longframlington - 5 houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/03489/OUT
	Former Quarry Land East Of Framhill Farm – Caravan park
	Registered 
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/04434/FUL
	R Green & Son Front Street  -  new single storey extension
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/0453/FUL:
	Land East of Granby
	Registered
	No objection (JM left the meeting for this discussion)

	19/00409/FUL
	Land South West Of Low Hall Harrogate Lane – Riding Arena
	Registered
	No objection

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



Westroad Garage. (DW left the meeting for this discussion). This had been refused on issues of height, design, density and massing. Mr Baxter (MD –Tustain) had taken personally the comments made at the Planning Committee by Cllr Thorne, also the inferred comment form councillors that the developers had reduced the number of houses from 10 to 9, in order to get out of their affordable homes requirements. GF had spoken to Mr Baxter after the meeting to say that the PC was happy to talk to him about improvements to the design. The PC awaits his approach. The applicant has 3 months in which to appeal or to make a further application without further planning costs for one year.

Land North Of Fairfields. Despite the changes to the application it was agreed to object to the proposal as the PC felt that the site was overly dense adding to further massing within the village. The design which is a town-style development with communal parking areas was not applicable to a rural village. However, the PC supported the concept of affordable housing. GF to draft and circulate comment prior to submission










     Action: GF/All/Clerk 
b) To discuss on-going planning concerns and official complaint raised with NCC.  Official complaint has been submitted. Formal response from NCC should have been received on 6th March but had not. Clerk to follow up.


   Action: Clerk
c) Letter to Cllr Glen Sanderson regarding provision of crossings and road safety. This is yet to be done

        Action: GF
15. Action Plan – March 2019
· Website - Review website and implement content improvements where possible. All members to access website and comment at the next meeting.










        Action: All
· Village Inspection – check, roads, pavements and infrastructure for report to NCC and report at next meeting                         Action: All
· Annual Village Meeting – prepare







              Action: GF/Clerk
· FramNews Report – AD agreed to do this. Items to be included : Neighbourhood Plan, Healthwatch Survey

       Action: AD
Main Issues 

16. Tree Review.  Members were asked to review the trees in their area in the previous month but not all had. It was agreed to undertake this alongside the Village inspection
                                     




      
      Action: ALL
17. Neighbourhood Plan. The initial application has been signed and submitted to NCC. There will be a six to eight week wait before a response will be received. NP committee meeting taking place on 7th March 2019
18. The Northumberland Local Plan Draft Plan Consultation.   Members were happy to support the plan in its present form.
19. Boots the Chemist. JM reported on the frustration of local residents regarding the current prescription service which meant many people having to travel to Rothbury or other towns in the area to pick up prescriptions and that often the prescriptions were not ready. GF reminded members of the Patient Participation Support Group which had taken on this issue and dispensing medicines from Longframlington was high on their agenda. Members should encourage dissatisfied residents to put their concerns in the comments book held in the Longframlington Surgery.








        Action: All
20. Healthwatch Northumberland – Annual Survey. Agreed to put this in the Fram News report



       Action: AD
21. Highway Services in Winter Leaflet. Leaflets received for distribution explaining the service. Agreed to defer this issue until later in the year.  











   Action: Clerk
22. Any Urgent Business

a) Football match in memory of Paul Jones between Fram & Rothbury in aid of oncology unit. GA was to speak to this. GF agreed to follow this up. 











        Action: GF
b) Great British Spring Clean 22 March - 23 April 2019. Agreed to send this information to TT



   Action: Clerk
c) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane.  Seat needs attention. JM/DW agreed to investigate and report back at the next meeting. 













                Action: JM/DW
23. Date of Next Meeting: 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 3rd April 2019 in the Memorial Hall
Garth Rhodes – Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

