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7th May 2019 - United Reformed Church Hall 
 
“Our aim is to inform, share and communicate a process towards a neighbourhood plan” 
 
Agenda 
6.30  Welcome & introduction  
6.35 - 6.55 The Lesbury Story an example (Jean Humphries & Pam Allen) 
6.55- 7.20 NCC support & legal procedures (Chris Anderson) 
7.20 - 7.35 Q&A to presenters 
7.35 - 8.10 Workshop sharing ideas 
8.10  Moving forward & action planning 
8.30  Close 

Apologies/interest were expressed by:  
Helen Wilson, Moira Kilkenny, Jackie Galilee, Katie Macfarlane, Jeff Watson, Maureen 
Shepherd & Peter Burnham. 
 
Attendance list was circulated. 
 
Introduction by Sally Black (Chair Warkworth Parish Council) 

Summary of the journey so far towards a Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 

 Originally discussed when the Cussins Morwick Rd development was 
announced, however the Warkworth Parish Council (WPC) decided against an 
NP. 

 Amble Town Council (ATC) proposed a joint NP, at the time WPC were of the 
opinion that the needs of Amble & their plan for the future were different from that 
of Warkworth. 

 ATC have subsequently decided not to proceed with an NP. 

 In December 2018 WPC agreed to take forward the proposal to develop an NP, 
resulting in work leading up to this meeting. 

 There were two important points to be made: 
o The NP would be for Warkworth Parish as a whole, not just the village of 

Warkworth. This was illustrated on a map on display, covering many 
hamlets; farms; over a special rural coastal area. 
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/warkworth/  

o The NP would not belong to the WPC. The NP Steering Committee & 
Champions would be a mixture of WPC & Warkworth Parish residents. 

 Aims of the NP: 
o Manage growth 
o Direct Development 
o Positively influence the future of the village 

 
  

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/warkworth/
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“Lesbury Parish story” by Jean Humphries (Lesbury PC) & Pam Allen (Steering 
Group): 

http://www.lesbury-pc.org.uk/ndp-finaldocs.php 

 Began 3.1/2yrs ago, at that time not many NP’s had been completed, therefore it 
was all new territory. 

 Must be a plan owned by the “community”. 

 Initial thoughts were presented to gauge interest in Lesbury, initially the interest 
was similar to that of the Warkworth meeting they were addressing. 

 In an ideal world the NP lead person/Chair should not be from the Parish Council 
(PC), however it was recommended to have the vice-Chair from the PC. 

 Ensure all geographic areas of the Parish are represented. 

 An existing Parish plan from 2009 was the starting point for Lesbury. 

 First step: set out “visions & objectives”. 

 Communication is key. 

 Champions are very important, Lesbury had approx. 20 to cover their “patch” for 
housing surveys etc plus spreading the word. 

 Surveys are specialist topics, requiring carefully crafted questions & collate 
results. Independent body used for this. 

 The type of topics covered included:  
o What was the housing requirement? 
o Would a large development fund the development of village facilities? 

(The community decided they did not want this). 

 A specific community event was held to define priorities: 
o Station/parking 
o Housing 
o Leisure & Education 

 Subsequently 3 events were held to focus on each priority. Housing actually had 
a series of 3 events at different times & in different locations to try to get the 
widest possible coverage. 

 There was a special focus upon “young people” 

 After each consultation event a summary newsletter was issued. 

 The focus was to develop objectives from the priorities. 

 A lot of advice was received from Chris Anderson & his NCC team. Advised to 
take advantage of this “no-cost” service. 

 Holiday homes: Lesbury has less than 20% of the housing stock as holiday 
homes, therefore are not in a position to have covenants against new 
developments being used as holiday homes. 

 It then got to the stage of needing an independent planner to write the Lesbusy 
NP. Grants are available up to £9k to fund this from the locality plan budget. 

 The advantage Warkworth now have is that there are many NP’s now available 
out there, recommend finding similar Parishes & using them to assist the 
process. 

 NP’s are not just wish-lists, they need to be defined projects. 

http://www.lesbury-pc.org.uk/ndp-finaldocs.php
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 The language used in the NP will be “Planning-speak”, this is sometimes difficult 
to understand, but it is required to make a legally enforceable NP. This is why a 
professional consultant is required. Lesbury used Jenny Ludman. 
https://www.ludman-planning.co.uk/  

 The NP writing began 2 years ago, & has gone through many consultation 
phases.  

 AONB & SSSI areas (such as Lesbury & Warkworth) mean that a “Strategic 
Environmental Assessment is also required. 

 The final phases involve the NP being scrutinised by various statutory 
consultees. 

 
Summary:  
The Lesbury NP has been extremely hard work & lengthy. However it has been 
worthwhile in the creation of a legally enforceable planning document that needs to 
be adhered to. 
One of the biggest unforeseen benefits has been that it has brought the Lesbury 
Parish together & summarises the common aims of the residents. 
 
 
  

https://www.ludman-planning.co.uk/
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Neighbourhood Planning & Infrastructure by Chris Anderson (NCC Strategic 
Planning): 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx  

http://www.neighbourhoodplanning.org  

<pdf of Chris’s presentation available> 

 2yrs with NCC, began NP specialism in 2011. 

 37 NP’s in Northumberland at various stages of completion. 
o Completed: Alnwick & Denwick; North Northumberland Coastal Parishes; 

Longhorseley; Morpeth; Stannington; Ponteland; Whittington; Acomb; 
Allendale. 

 Lifespan of an NP = 15 years. 

 Allows the creation of legally enforceable planning development documents. 

 Northumberland “Local Plan” (LP) for the County is also being compiled. 
o NP’s need strategic alignment with LP 

 We will need to decide “what we want?”; “what we want the Parish to look like in 
15yrs time?” 

 There are a lot of bureaucratic & legal loopholes, plus mandatory steps to follow: 
o Get designated 
o Gather issues 
o Draft plan 
o Consultation (the more the better but not endlessly) 
o Submit plan 
o Publicise plan 
o Independent examination 
o Referendum (must be >50% of those voting in favour) 
o “Make” plan (i.e. it is completed) 

  

Summary:  

 Recommends we refer to the “keeping it simple” document by Tony Burton 

https://mycommunity.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/keeping-it-simple-v3.pdf  

 NCC have a team dedicated to & specialising in NP’s 

 “enough is enough the perfect plan does not exist” 
 
  

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx
http://www.neighbourhoodplanning.org/
https://mycommunity.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/keeping-it-simple-v3.pdf
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Questions & answers: 

Q: Could a NP be used to create a “buffer” between Amble & Warkworth which have 
differing community identities? 
A: Settlement boundaries can be defined as can green spaces, however the Parish of 
Warkworth does include area of the northern side of Amble. 
 
Q: How do you take into account local business interests, especially farming? 
A: Businesses will be a specific part of the consultation. As Warkworth Parish covers 
a large rural area, farming is a very important sector. 
 
Q: How are the independent examiners selected? 
A: A panel will propose 3 planners/examiners to the Steering Group who will choose 
one based upon the cv of those proposed. 
 
Q: Is the Northumberland Local Plan available? 
A: Yes it is on-line, use CTRL-F to instigate a search of the pdf “Warkworth” would 
show where reference was made in the most recent draft. 
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-
policy/Plan.aspx#northumberlandlocalplan  
  
 
  

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Plan.aspx#northumberlandlocalplan
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Plan.aspx#northumberlandlocalplan
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Issues raised from the floor:  

Red – most important; Orange – less important; Green – least important; Black – not classified 

  

Children and

Young People
Accessibility

Environment and

Green Spaces
Holiday Homes

Integrity of

Village
Settlement

Traffic

Management and

Parking

Park/Play Area and 

centre (village hall)

Access to community 

facilities eg Memorial 

Hall/new hall

Discourage car 

use/encourage 

cycling and walking

Brings money into

the economy. Brings 

in new ideas and 

people. Keeps the 

village alive.

Preserve the 

famous burgages 

from any 

development

Settlement to create 

and preserve 

community

Disc parking

Improve football 

field facilities

Access and parking re 

businesses eg shops 

and cafes

Create paths eg back 

of dunes to north 

pier. Green ways

Holiday homes or 

holiday lets? Need to 

establish how many 

there are – ratio.

Green belt

around the village. 

Define a southern 

boundary in terms 

of the current 

housing 

developments 

forming the 

boundary

Boundaries to be 

defined and kept

Short term parking 

restriction in town 

centre

Devt of recreational 

facilities at 

Shorebase 

Trust/Boat Club, 

cricket club, or golf 

club

Pavements and 

pathways for access 

around village eg 

outside Topsy Turvey 

and Brewery Lane – 

drops in wrong place

Castle field/cricket 

pitch/burgage plots

– green spaces

Reduces availability 

of housing for local 

families – effect on 

local schools?

Allow in-fill

development – 

Birling, up Station 

Road, and Morwick 

Road up to the 

final

houses on these 

roads.

Green spaces to be 

maintained as such 

within the settlement

Enforcement

Free/subsidised 

transport to 

facilities outside 

the area

Parking for access to 

key facilities. Traffic 

and crossings

Litter

What can be done to 

prevent existing 

properties becoming 

holiday lets when 

they change 

ownership?

Establish that the

current stock of 

caravan parks 

within the 

curtilage of the 

village should not 

be increased

Consideration of 

occupancy – homes 

versus holiday homes. 

New homes designated 

to home owners?

Long stay parking – 

upgrade Beach Road. 

English Heritage

Use of school after 

hours and staff paid 

for

The elderly Public transport

Lots of different 

occupiers during the 

year destroys 

community spirit and 

cohesion

Restrict the

profusion of signs 

within the village 

in keeping with a 

mediaeval 

settlement

Character and impact of 

the buildings – 

sympathetic materials 

and frontage.

Signage for car parks

Road safety (main 

road and school)

Public Transport – 

maintain public 

transport links for 

village

Design and materials 

for new builds

Limit size of Birling

Carrs caravans – 

settlement 

boundaries. 

Development-  limit 

ability to extend

Housing needs 

should be 

established

Business development 

for small businesses

Raised 

pavements/accessi 

bility

Parking on Castle

Street makes it 

difficult for 

pushchairs, 

wheelchair users or 

bikes to use safely

Housing – provision of 

housing/accommoda 

tion suitable for the 

disabled

Too many road signs
Community facilities – 

hall, disabled access etc

Access to Beach Road 

car park from the 

north. One way?

Get the

schoolkids involved.

Protect sensitive

habitats from over 

development

Speed limits v 

emissions

Pavement parking

– a good thing?

Traffic calming

Red – most important; Orange – less important; Green – least important; Standard black – not classified
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Close:  

 Participant sheet was circulated to seek people who would be interested to form 
part of the team: 

o Steering group members 
o Champions 
o Helpers 

 Show of hands requested to indicate support to develop a NP was nearly 
unanimous.  

 Thanks expressed to Jean, Pam & Chris, plus to all those who had attended & 
contributed in such a positive manner. 

 Suggested strap-line for all NP documents: 
o “Warkworth Parish Neighbourhood Plan – Building a Community” 

 


