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Welcome everyone to the 2019 Annual Parish Meeting. 
INTRO
The 2018/19 year has again been a busy one and below I have highlighted some of the more significant issues affecting our villages over the 12 month period.
Earlier in the year Carol Forster and her husband Paul moved out of the area, her resignation leaving a vacancy on the council. Carol's input will be sorely missed but following the advertisement of the vacancy we were pleased to be able to co-opt David Liddle from Fourstones to join the council.
Planning
A decision on the application to re-open the Prudham Quarry at Frankham finally appears to be in sight. After over three years of fierce opposition to the proposals from residents, supported by Warden Parish Council, the case has finally been referred to the Strategic Planning Committee meeting on 7 May. The recommendation from the planning department to the County Council planning committee is that the application should be rejected. Warden Parish Council endorses this recommendation.
Proposals by the owner of the Railway Inn to permanently close the pub and to replace it with a 6 bedroom residential property have been the subject of a long-running dispute that has included 2 planning applications. Warden Parish Council, having registered the pub as an Asset of Community Value with the County Council in 2015, have consistently opposed the change of use applications submitted by the owner. The second of these applications was again unanimously rejected by the West Tynedale planning committee on 8 February, since when we believe there has been a resurgence in interest from private buyers in purchasing the pub. 
The other planning issue of note during the course of the year arose in February when, as part of the final stages of consultation on the Northumberland Local Plan, a controversial proposal emerged to develop a large area of land to the south of the river at Fourstones and Newbrough for the purposes of gravel extraction. Due largely to the efforts of a local "Newbrough Action Group", supported by the local parish councils, the threat seems to have been withdrawn. We hope it does not re-emerge.
Roads and footpaths
The state of the major roads into our villages, which are the responsibility of the County Council, continues to be a major concern. Despite pressure from both parish councils and our county councillor Rupert Gibson, the promised improvements have not materialised. We will continue to apply pressure to NCC over the coming year until our two highest priority areas for improvement (the "Mossy" road from Fourstones to the papermill and Homers Lane) have been addressed
Last summer we managed to gain much earlier trimming of the hedges through the villages, particularly those leading from Fourstones to Newbrough School where overgrown hedges and weeds have obstructed progress of children and parents in previous years. We hope to work closely again with farmers and their contractors to ensure that the paths stay clear at the end of the summer which we know is a busy time of year for local farms. 
In Spring, it was great to see the reopening of the riverside path linking Fourstones to the papermill which had been closed since its collapse following Storm Desmond. The work proved to be complex and took a huge effort from the County Council and landowners but we look forward now to renewed enjoyment of this beautiful stretch of river. 
Events
At the end of May last year the parish hosted the first Northumberland Day celebration within the villages at which Rev. Jeremy Thompson shared with us his thoughts on the importance of the day and led the hearty singing from the participants! For a few hours we enjoyed a barbeque, drinks and some traditional Northumbrian music and judged the day a success that we hope to repeat again this year.   
Following feedback received at the previous Christmas Fair in Newbrough the parish council sponsored a successful litter pick in Spring last year. Two more litter picks were organised during the course of the year and we plan to make this a regular feature.   
Similarly, we have found it worthwhile and enjoyable to attend the annual Christmas Fair at Newbrough Town Hall to encourage feedback about  what more you would like to see the council doing and hope to attend again this year, if only for the mulled wine!  
Flood protection
Warden resident Andy Tiplady continues to take the lead in day to day discussions with the Environment Agency and others. Andy is doing a great job on behalf of residents but the lack of any significant progress over the past 3 years stems from the fact that there seems to be insufficient money to do all that we would like. Hopes of any funding for improvements to flood defences for properties at Warden currently hang on the recently completed end-to-end mapping of the entire river Tyne valley. We remain in regular contact with the Environment Agency in the hope that more money will become available.
Parish facilities 
In last year's parish council report I highlighted the importance of the consultation launched by Northumberland County Council on the future of the county's schools. Although not all of the longer term issues were resolved the outcome gave the all clear for our successful school at Newbrough to continue as a primary school for the foreseeable future.  
From 1 March Warden Parish Council has leased a plot of land at South View (the site of the old gardens) that now accommodates 8 allotments which will be managed by the parish council.  Improved rules have been introduced for the management of the allotments and local residents have been consulted during development. The new facilities are available to residents of Warden, Fourstones and Newbrough; a waiting list will be operated where appropriate.
All seats in the parish were refurbished during the course of the year including the picnic table and chairs at the Beacon site which were renewed.
Finances
The PC again maintained its precept level at £9,000, though after several years of avoiding increases it has been agreed to increase our precept by just under 3% to £9250 per annum. This should enable us to continue to do most  of the things that residents ask us to assist with during the course of the year. 
A total of £2100  was provided by the parish council in grants to local organisations during the course of the year.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has given their time and expertise so willingly during the course of the year in order to improve day to day life in our villages. Particular thanks are due to the team of parish councillors, Rupert Gibson our county councillor, and our clerk Claire who ensures things tick over smoothly. We are also grateful to Iain Bennett and to the editorial team at the Stanegate Magazine for helping us to communicate effectively across the parish. 
Please do let us know if there is more that you would like us to do - the more we hear from you, the better!   
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