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At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, 
Castle Street, Warkworth on Thursday 2 May 2019 at 6.40pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs S. Black R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. 
Shepherd, J. Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
4 members of the public were present 

  
1. Election of Chair  
RESOLVED that Councillor S.E. Black be elected Chair of the Parish Council for the ensuing year. 
 
Councillor Black in the Chair.  
 
2. Election of Vice Chair 
RESOLVED that Councillor J.G. Watson be elected Vice Chair of the Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Galilee advised that he had a forthcoming planning application but this was not yet on the portal.  
 
4. Appointment of Sub Committees 

4.1 Finance – Cllrs Galilee, Dr Hobrough, Lilley, Shepherd 
4.2 Planning – Cllrs Cashmore, Elliott, Gibson, Wilson 

 
5. Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies 
5.1 War Memorial Hall Committee – Cllr Wilson 
5.2 Play Area – Cllrs Cashmore, Gibson 
5.3 AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) – Cllr Dr Hobrough 
5.4 NCC Local Area Council – Cllrs Black, Dr Hobrough 
5.5 St Lawrence’s PCC – Cllrs Black, Galilee, Watson  
 

6.  Public Questions 
6.1  Mrs Downs of Watershaugh Road raised the issue of dog waste on the river walk. She felt this 
had worsened since the bin had been removed from the middle of the river walk and she asked that it 
be reinstated, advising that this was supported by a number of people she knew. She felt that this would 
be more cost effective than the enforcement officer, whom she had never seen. She had been advised 
by NCC that responsibility lay with the Parish Council. However, this was not correct. Responsibility for 
provision of litterbins did lie with the Parish Council, but responsibility for emptying them, and for 
enforcement, lay with NCC. It had been their decision to remove the bin, basically for reasons of health 
and safety due to its location. Members commented that some dog owners would never use the bins, 
even if they were positioned every 20 yards. Members asked that Mrs Downs provide some factual 
evidence and details of support from others, and this could be used to lobby NCC to recommence 
collections from that area. Mrs Downs and her supporters could then also make the same argument to 
NCC.  
 
6.2 Mrs Farrall asked whether details of the Finance Sub Committee meetings would be available on 
the Council’s website and it was confirmed that they would.  
 
7. Minutes 
Agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council held on 4 April 2019 be approved and confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
8. Matters Arising 
Minute No. 226.2 – Northumberland Estates had advised that the land near to Mr Kelly’s property was 
to be retained by them for use as a pony paddock and to provide access to another area of their land, 
and would not therefore be available to lease to the Parish Council.  
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Minute No.237 – the Chair reported that the access path around the Cussins estate had now been 
installed. Some hedge had had to be removed to do this.  
 
Minute No. 226.1 – NCC had advised that village entry signs were a matter for the Parish Council to 
provide and finance. Design and location would have to be agreed by NCC Highways.  
 
Minute No.226.3 – the cycle lane lines on Beal Bank had now been refreshed.  
 
Minute No. 228 – the full height gate was now in place at the NCC compound and was an 
improvement. A response had been received regarding the complaint to NCC on the speed camera 
complaint, which did not in fact address the complaint. The Chair had therefore written back setting out 
the detail and chronology of the issue. A copy had also been sent to the responsible Cabinet Member. It 
was expected that the cameras would be in place from the middle of May.  
 
Minute No.237 – it was reported that Northumberland Estates had agreed to pay for some work at 
Alnmouth to protect the Church Hill from erosion.   
 
9. Standing Items  
9.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
10. Finance/Neighbourhood Plan Group Report 
Cllr Dr Hobrough provided an update on the public meeting scheduled for 7 May on the neighbourhood 
plan.  

 The workshop event had been advertised and a running order for the evening had been 
prepared. 

 The plan was to develop a database of ideas from those attending and if it was agreed to move 
forward with the neighbourhood plan, then some action planning would be needed.  

 Interest in being part of the steering group would be canvassed. This would need to be chaired 
by someone from the community as it was a community initiative, not a parish council one. 

 A similar workshop would be held at the school.  

 Information from the evening would be made available for those who could not attend on the 
night.  

 The aim was to get ideas from village residents about what they wanted to create for the village 
and where they saw it in future. This was just the start of the process. 

 
The draft Grants Policy had also been circulated to members. Whilst there were some comments that it 
seemed much longer than the previous version, members were generally supportive. It was agreed that 
the revised policy be approved, and that any member of the Parish Council should be able to provide 
assistance to potential applicants where necessary with its completion. 
 
11. Parking around Warkworth Primary School  
Members considered reported problems regarding inconsiderate parking near the Primary School and 
reference was made to an incident where an ambulance had not been able to reach a casualty on the 
building site. It was noted that yellow lines could be painted down one side of Guilden’s Road but this 
would only spread the problem further afield. Members of the public were encouraged to report 
problems to the head teacher and Cllr Dr Hobrough agreed to discuss this with the head teacher so that 
a parentmail communication could be sent to all parents reminding them to park considerately.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Cllr Dr Hobrough 

 
12. Brewery Lane Road Surface  
This had been raised this as an issue of concern to Cllr Galilee by a resident whose daughter had 
walking difficulties and had fallen. He sought the Parish Council’s agreement to ask NCC to fill in the 
holes in Brewery Lane with tarmac when they did Dial Place, which members supported.  
 
Regarding Dial Place, Cllr Watson reported that a survey by NCC had identified that it would not be 
possible to do the work in two halves as originally planned and the whole area would have to be closed 
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off during the day, though it would be reopened in the evening. There were no funerals planned but 
emergency access would have to be provided if necessary. The sets would be put in at a later date 
once the tarmac had cured and the disabled bays would be made statutory. The yellow lines would be 
extended at the bridge on both the left and right hand sides of the road as previously discussed.  
 
A query had been made to NCC regarding some grass strimming at the end of Brewery Lane but the 
Clerk had been advised that this could not be done as it was not NCC land. Cllr Watson would pursue 
this with NCC. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Cllr Watson 

 
13. Ember Lane Signage 
The Chair reported that she had been approached by two residents regarding their safety concerns 
about horse riding down Ember Lane. This had been raised and speedily addressed by NCC with some 
additional signage. Also, a resident had asked whether it would be possible to have a small directional 
sign to his property on Ember Lane, which did not have access from Castle Street and could not be 
found via satnav. It was agreed that this could be investigated as long as Warkworth in Bloom did not 
have any objections, and that the Chair would contact the homeowner. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Clerk/Cllr Galilee 

 
14. Accessible Venue for Parish Council Meetings 
Members considered this issue again in light of a number of member mobility problems recently. It had 
last been considered in February 2017 and it was incumbent on the Parish Council to take positive 
steps to enable people to access services and to anticipate needs by virtue of the Equality Act, not just 
to wait until an individual need arose. Members considered potential suitable alternatives. These 
included:- 
 

 The supper room on the ground floor of the MH (potential for disturbance and would require 
setting up).  

 Main room of the MH (not available on a Thursday so this would mean moving date of PC 
meeting). 

 Installation of a small lift to the British Legion room (would require approval by WWMH 
Committee, cost factor) 

 New meeting room in the church (not yet available) 

 Warkworth Primary School (furniture not suitable) 

 URC Church Hall 
 
Agreed Cllr Hobrough to investigate lift option and Cllr Shepherd and Clerk investigate alternative 
venues.  
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above  Cllrs Dr Hobrough/Shepherd/Clerk 

 
15. Christmas Lights 2019 
Cllr Watson reported that he would be discussing this with the electrician in the summer but the plan 
was for lights in the trees on the right hand side of the road this year as well, with connections in for all 
lights and spotlights on the Castle again from the light at the very top of Castle Street, though this may 
need a shade on it. The blue cables would be disconnected and rolled up. The cable for the Christmas 
tree at Dial Place would not be possible however.  
 
Mr Atkinson commented that there had been lots to applaud about last year’s lights but the lights at the 
top of Castle Street had been very poor in his opinion, and the largest tree had had the worst lights on 
it. He felt the small lights were preferable to the larger ones and referred to when a group of volunteers 
had organised and funded the Christmas lights. In his opinion, things had gone downhill since then. Cllr 
Watson took on board some of the comments which had been made but did not feel that there had 
been the level of dissatisfaction that Mr Atkinson referred to.  
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16. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Shepherd: the alleyway between Riverbank and Magdalene Fields needed weedkilling. It was 
noted this was not on the NCC schedule so would have to be raised with them as an extra.  
 

Agreed Action 

Raise with NCC  Clerk 

 
Cllr Lilley: Cllr Lilley’s report had already been emailed.  
 
Cllr Gibson: The ground had not been properly reinstated and needed reseeding where Cussins had 
installed the sewage pipes. Also, the hedge had still not been done.  

Agreed Action 

Raise with Cussins  Chair 

 
Cllr Wilson: there were stones and a burst bag of stones on the kerb on the east side of Bridge Street 
immediately before the bridge. These had been left when a road sign was removed. There had also 
been some damage to the fence at The Stanners. It was suggested that the bits of fence left over from 
the cycle rack could be used for the repairs as it was rotting at the bottom.  
 

Agreed Action 

Raise with NCC and contractor Clerk 

 
Cllr Galilee: the noticeboard at Morwick Road would be done by himself and Cllr Gibson the following 
week. Bags of domestic refuse were being left next to litterbins, some were known to be attributable to 
holiday cottage users, but some may be getting left by others. NCC were good at removing it but 
needed to be monitored as it amounted to fly tipping. He had reported a broken speed bump at The 
Butts.  
 
Cllr Black: an email had been circulated to members regarding the parking problems at The Stanners 
when a large funeral had been underway at St Lawrence’s. Members felt that the works on the 
Stanners were an improvement, and noted that the remaining works on the grasscell area would be 
done in the near future.  
 
It was reported that all homes had now been sold on The Guildens. If this was the case, then the signs 
could come down, as Cussins had previously agreed. It was agreed the sales position should be 
confirmed. 
 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

  
17. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson reported as follows:- 

 The signs at the bottom of Station Road had been cleaned of accumulated grime 

 He was to pay for a speed hump at the Morwick Road/Guilden Road junction from his 
members’ small schemes funding. 

 There had been numerous problems with the NCC overall street replacement lighting 
programme. Any remaining orange lamps should be reported to him with the lamppost number.  

 As part of his regular meeting with the Local Services Area Manager, he had discussed the 
Beach Road car park and a possible solution to the surface was being costed out.  

 
18. Planning  
18.1 Planning Applications 

19/01203/VARYCO | Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) and 3 (permitted development 
rights) of application 17/03031/FUL | Eastfield Paddock Eastfield Northumberland NE65 0YE 
No objections 
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19/01046/OHL | Replace overhead network. | Coquet Way To New Barns Farm Warkworth 
Northumberland No objections  
 

Councillor Watson took no part in the debate on these applications 
 

18.2 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted.  

 
18.3 Appeal against NCC decision – Advertisement Consent Application for the erection of 1 no totem 
sign advertising housing development at Guilden Road, Land south of Morwick Road, Warkworth 
Noted. 

 
19. Finance: 
19.1  Current Balances £26,952.47 Treasurers Account, £87,917.02 Instant Access Account as at 1 
April 2019 

 
19.2. Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
April 2019 

£255.66 

 HMRC PAYE £52.60 

 Friends of Alnmouth Station Donation agreed at 04 
April meeting 

£75.00 

 Matthew Nicholls  Repairs to gate at 
Morwick Road playing 
field 

£45.00 

 NCC Garden waste 
collection 2019 for 
Church of St 
Lawrence 

£40.00 

 The Stephen Carey Fund Replacement pads for 
defibrillator 

£64.00 

 NALC Annual Subscription 
and website fee 

£442.06 

 
19.3.  Receipts: 

10.03.19 TSB Interest £67.09 

15.03.19 Village Shop and Post Office Christmas lights 
collection box 

£41.00 

 
19.4.  Arrangements for Audit 2018-19 Accounts   
The statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for 2018-19 prepared by the Clerk had been 
circulated. These would form the basis of the information to be submitted to the internal and external 
auditor in due course. The accounts would be put to the Parish Council at the next meeting for sign off 
once they were returned from the internal auditor so that they could be submitted to the external auditor 
by the deadline of 1 July 2019.   
Agreed that the position be noted.  

 
20.  Correspondence Received: 

20.1: Letter of thanks from Northumberland Theatre Company  
20.2: NCC (TPO) Variation Order 2019 (No.1 of 2019) (Variation of the Alnwick District 
(Watershaugh Road, Warkworth) Tree Preservation Order 1997) 
20.3: Notification of play area inspection 2019  
20.4: Stocksfield Residents Survey report 
Members noted that any survey the PC used for neighbourhood plan purposes needed to be 
carefully thought out without being leading.  
20.5: Events Costs Recovery letter from NCC 

 20.6: Letter from Environment Agency regarding flood gate exercise  
 20.7: 2019 Surface Dressing Works C95 Eastfields Hall to Warkworth Station  
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 20.8: An email had been received from a resident regarding river safety. It was noted that the 
responsibility for this lay with the landowner adjacent to any river or water body and so it was 
up to them to determine whether water safety equipment was appropriate. Pleasure boats 
would be expected to carry their own safety equipment. Members agreed that the Clerk should 
investigate the costs and associated liabilities of a lifebuoy. 

 

Agreed Action 

Action as above Clerk 

 
21.  Information Items: 

21.1: NALC Enews 10 April 2019 
  21.2: NALC Briefing Northumberland and Newcastle Local Councillor Census 
  21.3: Information from NCC on the Community Chest Scheme  
  21.4: Change of Date North Northumberland LAC – now 21 May 2019 
  21.5: NALC Enews 17 April 2019 
  21.6: NALC Enews 24 April 2019 
 

22. Items for next meeting 

 Beach Road survey results 

 Accessible venue 

 Neighbourhood plan meeting report back 

 Dial Place parking 

 Audit 2018-19 sign off 
 

23. Date and Time of Next Meeting  
 

Thursday, 6 June 2019 at 6.30 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


