LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

1st May 2019
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:00 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Diane Lakey (DL), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance:

Councillor Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7:02 pm

1) Apologies for Absence – None 

2) Table Urgent Business – None
3) Declaration of Interests - None 

4) Gifts & Hospitality - None

5) Community Police Report - None

6) County Councillors Report – This week saw the voting for the Mayoral election. The appointment of the Mayor would mean that the North of Tyne would receive £20m of development monies annually for the next 30 years. Whilst not being a supporter of the mayoral system in the past, Cllr Thorne had listened to a speech by the Teesside Mayor and had been impressed by the big difference this had made to the region. However it was important that when appointed, North Northumberland must receive its share of the funding. It was hopeful that a Borderlands deal was imminent and both these initiatives should make a significant improvement to education, jobs and tourism in the County. NCC were focusing on rejuvenation of Ashington and Bedlington and the development of the new Morpeth Leisure Centre. There were to be a number of building developments in a range of schools. The SE Northumberland rail link development was moving apace with a feasibility study ongoing. The Northumberland pothole repair programme had repaired more potholes than any other county in the country. The C106 was improved somewhat. TT was pressing Highways to cut down more trees at Alnwick Ford, however they were awaiting the agreement of one of the landowners. He was pleased that NCC had agreed to carry out the repairs to the A697 at a time that was convenient for local businesses. He was also looking forward to the introduction to the Local Plan which would be instrumental in holding back further development in the village. Longframlington has done its bit. Good to see that people from the new estates were using the village amenities.
7) Minutes Of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues
8) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes 
a) A697 & C106 Road Repairs. Repairs to C106 are complete, although repairs westwards of Alnwick Ford were not as thorough as expected. A697 repairs will take place in late September/October. Item to be taken off the agenda for the time being.
b) GDPR Audit and Next Steps. Nothing further done on this by Clerk due to pressure of work. AD has been looking at the NALC guidelines.

c) Speeding - deployment of speed monitoring strips on Rothbury Road.  Nothing further from NCC. Clerk was asked to follow this up. 











   Action: Clerk
d) Miller Homes Development- Felling of two protected trees. NCC have informed the PC that Millers are going to replant the area with trees. Item to be taken off the agenda
e) Benches for the Green. Benches have now been collected and Gavin Christie is to install.
f) West House, Rothbury Road. GF went to look at the property. The whole house is damp and over a significant length of the house, the damp course is below ground level. He suggested that the owners go back to the original installers or get new quotes for making the damp course good. He also agreed to a French drain being laid along the wall, within the area of the allotment, as long as the stone slabs were re-instated. It was agreed that photos be taken to be used to check that the slabs are replaced correctly within the same position.            





 



        Action: GF
g) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane. It was agreed to purchase a new seat to replace the existing one, which was beyond repair. Clerk to source a replacement and to ask Gavin Christie to fit.






   Action: Clerk
h) Removal of Dog Waste Bin at the re-cycling point. NCC insist waste stickers were applied to the green bin but someone must have removed them. Dog waste stickers had never been applied to the green bin. Clerk to contact NCC to request these.
   Action: Clerk
i) Village Inspection & Tree Review:  Pruning of leylandii at the recycling point has been completed. Trimming of bushes at the top corner of the allotment yet to be undertaken. 






                       Action: JM. The apparently dead tree in the south east corner of the dog walking area to be monitored. Clerk to request that NCC replace the dead cherry tree on Knogley Way, which they had only planted in the previous year.



   Action: Clerk
j) Water seeping through tarmac on the Rothbury Road at the corner of White Cottages. Clerk to report to NCC.
   Action: Clerk
k) Welcome Pack. GF had asked Anne Lowrie (AL) why the Welcome Pack had been published prior to scrutiny by the PC and why had the section on the Parish Council been changed. Apparently there was a number of new residents who had requested a copy. GF had told AL that the PC would prefer the pack in A5 size with a more professional presentation. GA had agreed to refine the document and was a good way through the work. Apparently St. Mary’s were also developing a Welcome Pack. GF to consult with the St Mary’s to investigate whether it would be possible to combine the two packs into one.



        Action: GF
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended - None 

10) Finance

a) Receipts in the month were approved:
	11/04/2019
	NCC ref 4139495
	Precept (first half)
	12000.00

	11/04/2019
	LPC recharge to Cemetery
	JBC Precept (first half)
	-1262.00

	12/04/2019
	FramNews
	Donation (used to purchase x2 benches)
	392.00

	25/04/2019
	HMRC Vtr Xsv Ref:102843
	VAT Refund
	5275.01


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses,  PAYE & NI  and  Approval of Other Payments were approved:
	06/04/2019
	SLCC
	Membership
	106.00

	06/04/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Reimbursement Sutcliffe x 4 swing seats
	242.35

	06/04/2019
	Friends of Alnmouth Station
	Donation
	25.00

	09/04/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Reimbursement printer cartridges
	35.48

	09/04/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting 
	162.00

	09/04/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-42.00

	30/04/2019
	PB Basnett
	Annual Audit Fee
	190.00

	30/04/2019
	NALC
	Affiliation/Council Review Sub/Website
	338.04

	30/04/2019
	Zurich Municipal
	Insurance Premium
	770.98

	30/04/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	110.20

	30/04/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	475.54

	30/04/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery 
	-12.14

	30/04/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting 
	196.00

	30/04/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-84.00

	30/04/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Replace holding boards min-slide
	274.00

	15/04/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	5.59

	18/04/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	5.30

	Total
	2798.34


c) Requests for donations - None

d) Bank Reconciliation to 30th April 2019 was approved:
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th April 2019
	£

	Community account
	60291.87

	Business Saver
	6090.28

	
	66382.15

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	06/04/2019
	SLCC
	106.00
	

	
	09/04/2019
	Gavin Christie
	162.00
	

	
	30/04/2019
	PB Basnett
	190.00
	

	
	30/04/2019
	NALC
	338.04
	

	
	30/04/2019
	Zurich Municipal
	770.98
	

	
	30/04/2019
	HMRC
	110.20
	

	
	30/04/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	475.54
	

	
	30/04/2019
	Gavin Christie
	196.00
	

	
	30/04/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	274.00
	

	
	
	
	
	2622.76

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	63759.39

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	46163.71

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	17595.68

	
	
	
	
	63759.39


e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19

i) To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor.  The auditor had approved the accounts and there were no matters to draw to the attention of the Parish Council.

ii) To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances. These had been scrutinised by the Internal Auditor and were approved.
iii) To agree dates for the Notice of Public Rights: The Proposed dates of Mon 17th June - Friday 26th July 2019 were agreed.
f) Insurance Renewal. This is the second year of our three year agreement. There was a slight increase of c£7 over last year’s premium.

11) Village Activities – Longframlington Great Cream Tea Saturday 25th May.
12) Allotments

a) Management.  Plot 18 seems not to have been tended. JM to speak to the allotment holder.


       Action: JM
b) Maintenance. Plot 2 has now been poisoned to kill off the weeds. Reported that the taps may need repair.GF to inspect.     Action: GF
13) King George V Playing Field

a) Sports Courts and Playground

i) Report on inspection in preparation for RoSPA inspection June 2019. GN had provided DW and the Clerk with the previous written report. DW had inspected the area which was mostly still in good order. He agreed to make temporary repairs to the large white entrance board. 
 







    Action: DW. We have received confirmation that the RoSPA inspection will take place in the month of June.

ii) Multiplay equipment installation & funding. Confirmation that work will begin on Thursday 2nd May with an assurance that the contractors will ‘maintain a constant site presence’. Clerk contacted NCC re grant from Members Small Scheme. Cllr. Thorne's £5,000 contribution has been approved and NCC are to send a confirmation letter along with some forms to complete, to allow payment. 

iii) Erosion on the mound. Awaiting to speak to the Kompan site manager for advice. 



   Action: Clerk
iv) Replacement of swing seats. Completed. The underside of the new swing seats to be regularly inspected for corrosion.
v) Painting of rocking horse. DW was to do the following day 





      Action: DW
vi) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. The boards had now been replaced
vii) Playground bark chippings. Agreed that members would meet on Wednesday 22nd May at 4.00 p.m.to rake over the chippings. 










                         Action: All
b) Painting of football posts and gates on playing field. JM to paint goal posts during next clear period of weather and to follow up on paint required for the gates, before the next meeting.






       Action: JM
c) Repairs to the Tank Turn. LC Screeding had made a generous offer to make repairs for free but we are awaiting to answers to a number of questions regarding the method of and longevity of repair. The proprietor of this company had a current planning application for consideration and it was not felt appropriate to receive his offer of doing the work for free. Gilbert Birdsall Ltd had also provided advice on the method of repair to maintain the integrity of the tank turn which would require excavation of areas needing attention, insertion of rods and re-concreting using the same type of concrete as the original.  Initially this concrete would be lighter in colour but would weather with age. The cost for this type of repair would be £100 - £200 per sq. metre as opposed to £40-£50 sq. metre to concrete the whole area. It was agreed to ask LC Screeding to supply a fully costed quotation and to provide answers to the questions originally raised and discuss this again at the next meeting.               


         Action GA
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	18/03231/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields  - 58 houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses



	18/03182/FUL
	Ashlea, Longframlington - 5 houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/03489/OUT
	Former Quarry Land East Of Framhill Farm – Caravan park
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/0453/FUL:
	Land East of Granby
	Awaiting Decision
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	19/00409/FUL
	Land South West Of Low Hall Harrogate Lane – Riding Arena
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm- 40 houses
	Appeal
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses to application. No further comments received from cllrs. Our previous comments from the last meeting have been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.

	18/02843/FUL
	Land West Of Hawthorns  - 24 houses
	Appeal
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses to application. No further comments received from cllrs. Our previous comments from the last meeting have been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.

	19/01255/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge – Variation to two-storey building
	Registered
	LPC objects to this application for the following reasons:-

The height proposed of the dwelling would lead to it dwarfing the adjacent single story dwellings on each side and be visually obtrusive from the road and adjacent properties.

It would be out of character to the properties in the adjacent area and would damage the character of the original development of four single story properties which were originally designed to sit well in the location.

To fit in with its near neighbours and with the general character of the adjacent area a dormer style dwelling would be the maximum acceptable.

	19/01286/FUL
	4 The Paddock Longframlington - Proposed new dwelling and workshop
	Registered
	LPC objects to this application for the following reasons:-

The construction of yet another access onto the C106 at a point where it is narrow and already has multiple accesses in close proximity would be detrimental to other road users as the C106 already carries significant volumes of HGV and other through traffic. The original plans for this development of four dwellings was granted with all the dwellings using the same access, the applicant has provided no justification for this to change in this residential location.

There is no objection to the changes to the dwelling design and layout but the inclusion of a treatment room and the overall size of the two story workshop/office would appear to be far greater than would be required for standard domestic purposes. The applicant has not given any indication to the intended use which should be clarified prior to determination and should there be any non-domestic use indicated the application should be resubmitted for consultation.

The workshop/office is in front of and outside the building line of the original permitted development, and in close proximity to the C106 where it would be visually obtrusive.

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting


b) To discuss on-going planning concerns and official complaint raised with NCC.  The complaint has been escalated to Stage 2 of the Complaints Procedure. We have received a confirmation of receipt of the complaint and await their response.
c) Meeting with Cllr Glen Sanderson regarding provision of crossings and road safety. No further response received. Clerk to follow this up.











   Action: Clerk
15) Action Plan – May 2018 
a) FramNews Report – GA agreed to write the report and include information on the new play equipment. 

      Action: GA. Agreed that if the published version of the report was changed then this would be taken up with the editors.



b) Japanese Knotweed – GA agreed to inspect Churchyard and Knogley Way and GF agreed to inspect A697. All were asked to keep an eye open for knotweed around the village.






            Action: GA/GF/All
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion

16) Neighbourhood Plan (NP). AD had been in touch with the NCC NP Support Officer – Chris Anderson who had agreed to an initial meeting and offered to meet the whole PC. Agreed that AD would meet with Chris and other could attend if available. Information regarding grant funding to support the development of the NPs had been delayed until the middle of May.
17) Any Urgent Business - None
18) Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 5th June at 7.00 p.m.
The meeting closed at 9.24 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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Signed……………………….



Date………………………..

