
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 25th November 2019 at 7pm at the The Middle School, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair). Councillor Angus Murray (Vice), Councillors: Anthony Murray, Tom 
Armstrong, Caroline Cumming, Joyce Robertson, Robert Donkin, Mark Napier 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press) 
 
The Chair also welcomed Katrina Avery and Mark Trotter, applicants for the Councillors position 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Councillors Kevan Curry . PC 8872 Richie 
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

To receive from members, in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting disclosure of any 
personal or prejudicial interests. Cllrs Napier, Armstrong & Murray Item 8 & Cllr Donkin, Item 15 - Turvelaws. 
 

4. ELECTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 
 

The Chair thanked both attendees for their applications and after checking if there were any questions from 
the meeting, the applicants were asked to step out of the meeting whilst a vote took place. Mark Trotter was 
elected by majority vote and completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

5.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
Northumbria Police (via email):- 
 

1/ Vehicle interference on a Land Rover defender. Offenders u/k  
There were a couple of cars damaged and also damage caused to a public house last week which were all linked. 
Two suspects were arrested and will be dealt with via prosecutions. Not from this area so unlikely to return. 

 
2 police officers will now start and end their shifts in Wooler – the meeting agreed this was an improvement. 
Letter received from PCC confirming her actions and checking that contact had been made. 

 
    

6. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 28/10/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28/10/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Armstrong seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 

 It was noted that the Haugh Head Scoping meeting had been cancelled due to the upcoming General 
Election. The meeting agreed this was very disappointing. 

 Cllr Mather noted that the winter maintenance will begin next week. 
 
 
 
  

8. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets – All works have been completed except the hand drier in the disabled toilets. 
 It was noted that the lights in the gents toilets are not working and the Clerk was asked to email NCC 
and request that these items are addressed. The Clerk was also asked to check with Cllr Curry that 
the water had been drained from the toilets at Scotts Park which are now closed for the winter. 



 

 

 NCC Works – School works still not fully complete although it had now been agreed as to the 
changes that were required. 

          - The Peth double yellow lines – the amended map as per the PC meeting has been 
agreed and as to be implemented 

- Cllr Mather reported that concerns had been raised regarding the siting of the camera 
and that the footage was to have been reviewed and a proposal should have been 
forthcoming. As yet, nothing has been received. 

 Christmas Lights – The Chair thanked all those that helped over the weekend of the 16/17th Nov – All 
Cllrs, Kerren & Mark Rodgers, John Thompson, David Wilkinson, Mark Trotter, Graeme Donkin, 
Robert Brown and Emily Reeves and the NEAS Paramedic for coffees/teas & muffins. The Chair 
made particular thanks to Cllr Rob Donkin for all his hard work preparing the lights prior to the 
weekend, checking, cleaning and storing etc. Thanks were also extended to all the retailers who 
provided (and offered) drinks to the volunteers.  
Cllr Cumming had received complaints regarding the lights in the trees on South Rd not being put up 
uniformly, although the meeting agreed that the majority of comments had been very positive. 

 Parish Carol Service is to be Tuesday 10th December at St Marys Church. Cllrs asked to be at Church 
to help set up at 6pm. Cllr Armstrong gave his apologies but will be working away so unable to attend. 
The meeting agreed to fund the hire of the stage, invite to be sent over the next few days. 

 Presentation of CO OP cheque, November 23rd – The Chair extended a huge thank you to the CO OP 
for their donation of £3125.86 towards the Christmas Lights fund and made note of the great work 
done by the CO OP locally and the kind support of the public. The meeting agreed that this support 
makes a huge difference to local causes. 

 VE Day celebration – The meeting agreed that it may be possible to have the Church bells rung at 
7pm on the 8th May 2020, to coincide with the Nationwide “Ringing out for Peace”. 

 Suggestion Boxes – the meeting agreed unanimously to purchase 2 x boxes to be sited in the post 
office and possible the CO OP. 

 Burnhouse Rd seat/bin – thanks given to Cllrs Murray, Napier and Mather for the moving of this seat 
and bin which had received an instant positive response from the public. 

 Precept/Floral Displays – the meeting was informed of a letter received from C Dunn regarding the 
funding required for the floral displays going forward. This also detailed the existing sites of the 
planters etc and also suggesting new additional sites. Costs of the summer and winter planting was 
discussed and it was agreed that this should be considered when discussing the precept at the next 
meeting. The meeting agreed that a good job was being done at the moment and the PC wished this 
to continue. Cllr Napier raised the issue of retailers being charged for planters and Cllr Anthony 
Murray suggested that he may be able to help with the purchase of new planters as long as the funds 
were on capital items. 

 
 

9. RIVERSIDE BANK        UPDATE & DECISION   
 
Thanks again were extended for all those that helped with the bulb planting (it was noted that the original date 
had to be changed due to poor weather) – Thanks to Andrew Armstrong, Mark Trotter, Cllr Angus Murray, Cllr 
Mark Napier, Cllr Mark Mather and also the Scouts. The Milk Bar was also thanked for refreshments and it 
was noted that the Scouts would be back planting on Thursday evening to hopefully complete the crocus 
planting. The remaining 2.5k daffodil bulbs are to be planted on Sunday 1st December 9am start. Any 
volunteers are asked to contact either Cllr Mather or the Parish Clerk. 

 
10. TORY SITE – Trees        UPDATE & DECISION 

 
The meeting was informed of the insurance company’s loss adjustor decision although the Clerk is still 
awaiting the written confirmation, Discussion followed regarding the best way forward and the meeting agreed 
to obtain further quotations for a full tree survey at the site. 
 
 

11. DOG FOULING         DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
Cllr Robertson raised the issue of increased dog fouling although it was noted that the High Street was ok on 
the day that it was checked and the Riverside area was notably better since it was being managed as “Park 
Lands”. Discussion followed regarding where free poo bags can be obtained (Alexas Animals and the Wool 
Shop) and it was agreed that the dog warden can be asked to attend to mark problems areas. The Chair 
asked if this matter could be raised in the press, also if it is known who is particularly causing the problem 
then they should be reported to the dog warden. 
 

 
 



 

 

12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT       REPORT & DECISION 
 
Nothing to report this month. A query was raised over the Borderlands contact, Cllr Anthony Murray will 
investigate who to contact to get funds and advise the Chair. 
 

13. NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN       UPDATE & DECISION 
 

The meeting was read a report from the WNP regarding the current delay due to additional work being carried 
out by AECOM (no fault of the WNP). The meeting was asked if the WPC could authorise the Chair to sign 
letters (when available) for the revised consultation. As this move is designed to speed up the WNP, the 
meeting agreed unanimously. 
 

14. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

Email read out from NCC re the above. 
 
Brysons Park – it has been agreed by NCC that we WPC will adopt the play park area only. Discussions are 
ongoing regarding the charges incurred relating to the grass cutting at Brysons Park and it was noted that 
there is little/no grass in the play park area. Cllr Robertson raised the question over the grass cutting directly 
behind the playpark and was informed this was no longer being cut by the NCC. 
 
The meeting agreed that NCC would be contacted again and confirm the Brysons Park change to proceed 
asap and also to get a map to show what areas of grass are being cut by the NEAT team. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the Scott’s Park trees and whether the WPC would adopt them. Cllr Mather 
suggested that given the height of the trees and potential risk to WPC for no perceived gain, it was agreed 
unanimously that the WPC would not adopt these trees. 
 

15. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Proposed demolition of existing single story garage and form 2 storey extension 20 Ryecroft 
Crescent, Wooler Application 19/04243/FUL 

 Turvelaws Farmhouse, Wooler, NE71 6AJ Erection of steel portal framed extension to existing 
building Application 19/04290/FUL 20 

 LBC two storey extension of existing care home to provide 8 no. bedrooms, internal alterations and 
construction of new timber conservatory, The Old Vicarage, 26 Cottage Rd, Wooler, NE71 6AD Appl 
no. 19/04371/LBC& 19/04370/FUL 

 Proposed demolition of existing garage & replacement with annexed accommodation & entrance 
porch, 34 Common Rod, Wooler, NE71 6PB Appl. 19/04437/FUL 
 
It was noted that a concern had been raised by a parishioner over a possible breach of planning 
permissions and the meeting agreed that an email would be sent to the enforcement office and also 
advising the parishioner as to how to proceed. 

     
16. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 

 

 Remove all roughcast render from E,W & N elevations etc, 1 Ryecroft Way, Wooler, NE71 6BW – 
GRANTED 

 LBC to above – GRANTED 

 Wildlife & Countryside Act – Definitive Map Modification Order- CONFIRMED 

 Redevelopment of Ryecroft Hotel, 28 Ryecroft Way, Wooler – GRANTED 

 Demolition of existing Barn/Erection of single dwelling etc, Land to the North of Cottage Farm, Wooler 
- GRANTED 

 
   

17. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 The meeting was informed of a contact that had been made from the group previously known as “The 
Mens Shed” and issues that had arisen. Cllr Mather had agreed to meet with the group on Tuesday 
26th and the meeting agreed that the Clerk should also attend to minute the meeting. Cllr Anthony 
Murray made note that this group is considered to be a very important resource and every effort 
should be made to keep this workshop within Wooler. 

 
 
 



 

 

18. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Napier confirmed that Scouts had completed the painting of the skatepark  
 Cllr Napier also confirmed that a email had been received from R King of Codair who provide the 

maps that are currently displayed in the WPC notice boards. The meeting unanimously agreed that 
these maps should be updated at no cost to the WPC and the Clerk is to notify Codair and liaise over 
access to the notice boards. 

 The Meeting was informed of a concern that had been raised over the opening date of the Farmers 
Market (Easter Sunday) which it was felt would be detrimental to the High Street retailers. Cllr Mather 
read an email that had been received from NCC regarding this issue and that it was not yet agreed so 
the WPC could speak to the Festival Group about changing this date. The meeting agreed that a 
letter should be sent which was also to include the keeping open of disabled bays/electric charging 
point. 

 Cllr Donkin raised the issue of paths/roads again and an email is to be sent to NCC again to ask the 
road/path sweeper to revisit Wooler. 

 Cllr Armstrong had received a complaint over the drains, in particular that a highways drain lorry had 
been seen at the blocked drain and was observed inspecting the drain and then driving off having not 
one anything about blockage. Cllr Mather confirmed he had emailed Highways regarding the drains 
and was still awaiting a response. Cllr Anthony Murray is also to add his weight to the complaints. 
 

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 16th December at 7pm. 
 

20. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
None 

21. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 
 

 

Viking – Toilet Rolls 95.95 Transfer 

Glendale Garden Centre – Pansies and Manure 83.77 Transfer 

Glendale Gateway Trust – Room Hire 19.20 Transfer 

TLC (Southern) Ltd – Christmas Lights RFF 762.70 Transfer 

Tracy Hare – Caretaker 260.00 Transfer 

Donkin Engineering – Sim Card 12.26 Transfer 

Gedney Bulb Co 562.00 Transfer 

Festive Lights Co – Christmas Lights RFF 308.70 Transfer 

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Employment Meeting  - In Camera 


