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Blanchland Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting 

Held in the Village Hall 

On Wednesday 25th September 2019 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Councillors Mr Kennedy, Mr Bowers, Mr M Forster, Mr S Graham, Mrs. K. Snailum, Councillor 
Horncastle, Clerk Mrs C Asquith, one member of the public. 
1. Apologies: none 
2. Declarations of Interest: No new declarations. County Hall Monitoring Officer has been updated on 

the most recent minuted on 20/05/2019  
3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 20/05/19: Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
4. Matters Arising: 
4.1 Drain Derwent View and Roadside Verges, hedges and trees, stop tap for Mr Bowers cottage has 
been replaced, but the other two cottages have not been uncovered. Despite two emails to Glen 
Harrison requesting updates nothing has been received. Clerk to email GH again.  
4.2 Footpath Shildon Road: Councillors concerned regarding the continuing disrepair- Clerk to push 
with GH 
4.3 Birkside Road Collapse, ongoing work to be carried out to drainage to prevent flooding at Baybridge 
has still not happened, there are cables that have been exposed as the road surface has deteriorated. 
The Clerk has contacted GH see above, but no response. Kate Rankine from Savills has been 
contacted by the Clerk, but she reports that she has had no contact with GH. Clerk to follow this up.  
4.4 Condition of Public Car Park: Michael Forster and Michael Kennedy to attend when their work 
permits. Michael Kennedy believes that the Estate has agreed to provide scree to re-surface, once MK 
and MF have time to level the existing surface.  
4.5 Parking in The Square: Email from Richard Mackenzie on 24/9/2019 to say that the letters have 
been compiled and will be going out to the community shortly.  
4.6 Hexham Bus: No further developments, Councillors queried if the bus to Hexham still calls at the 
village, the consensus was that it no longer does. Clerk to check.  
4.7 NALC Website: The Clerk regularly updates the website and has received email enquiries through 
this portal. It was agreed that the Village Hall email and contact person should be placed on the 
website so that this could help channel enquiries appropriately.    
4.8 Hexham Road: There is some further work to be carried out, drainage is still poor and leaf litter has 
washed down the road in heavy rains leaving a channel where the tarmac meets the ditch. At some 
points Michael Forster has seen cables which have become exposed. Photographs to be taken and 
sent to GH. Michael Kennedy also voiced concerns over the poor state of the old raised pathway on 
the right hand side as you enter the village. Kerb stones are falling into the road. Clerk to inform GH as 
an ongoing issue and Hexham Road will be put onto the Local Transport Plan (LTP). 
4.9 Parish Records: Records still reside with Parish Clerk, Tim Bowers said they are still looking for a 
safe which meets the needs of the Felons and the Hall and they will be stored there to ensure that they 
remain safely in the village.  
5.0 Vacancy for Councillor: Mrs Katie Snailum signed  the Declaration of Office and Pecuniary 
Interest forms, which will be forwarded by the Clerk to the Monitoring Officer County Hall.  
6. Finances:  
6.1 Current statement/balance: account stands at £2261.70 (15/8/2019 Statement) Interest earnt for 
the proceeding period £0.15. 
6.2 Petty Cash: Balance stands at £1.16.  
7. Planning Applications:  
7.1. 19/02126/LBC- 2 Shildon Road was granted without exception. 
7.2 New Planning Application- 19/02882/FUL- Acton Farm Change of use of Land from Agriculture to 
leisure and development of 7 shepherds huts. The Councillors discussed the project and were all in 
favour. The Clerk is to access the NCC Planning Portal and comment- no objection.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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8. New Business: 
8.1 NCC Leaflets and Adapt- Get-about Scheme fliers: The Clerk receives a lot of information for 
the local community in the form of leaflets and posters, regarding household waste, recycling etc. The 
councillors discussed how this information could be shared with the local community, where could it 
be displayed for easy access. The Post office was mentioned, however there is a lack of space there, 
the Village Hall is a possible spot, but needs further consideration. The leaflets and information in the 
meantime will be linked on the Parish Council website, and Clerk will see if there are electronic copies 
she can access and publish. Also the Parish Post could sign post the leaflets for the local community.  
8.2 LTP: The deadline for this information is approaching in mid-October. It was agreed that Hexham 
Road, Shildon Road and Birkside would be the priorities; The Clerk will complete the paper work and 
send before the deadline. It was acknowledge by Councillor Horncastle that none of these three roads 
will score highly enough on the LTP, and that we should continue to access support via Glen Harrison 
and cc Andrew Olive into all correspondence.  
8.3 Noticeboard: It was agreed unanimously that a new notice board that could serve the Parish 
Council, the BCDO and the Village Hall/Felons would be a good addition to the village. The Clerk 
provided some examples and costings and the Parish Council agreed to pay 1/3 of the costs 
depending on the price and the agreement of the other parties. Clerk to ask Helen Savage at next 
BCDO/Abbey Project Meeting. Michael Kennedy to raise with Village Hall committee at their next 
meeting. A lockable free-standing weather proof noticeboard, possibly with village name on would be 
ideal as they require minimal maintenance.  
8.4 Clerks Wages: Wages include payment from April – September inclusive, and expenses towards 
printer and broadband phone. Total cheque £ 165.02 no. 285 (breakdown of wage and expenses on 
separate sheet). Income tax payable to HMRC £ 24.60 cheque no. 284. 
8.5 NCC grant/donation: Councillors discussed with Councillor Horncastle how a donation could be 
put to use ion the village, as it can’t be used for street furniture or fixtures and fittings it was agreed that 
Katie Snailum and the Clerk will investigate the re-surfacing of the play area, with a bouncy tarmac 
surface. They will also look into some new play equipment to update the area and will liaise with the 
Village Hall committee and Councillor Horncastle. Councillor Horncastle suggested the Council look 
at Slaley School where he helped equip their play area. The flooding is an issue and this will need 
sorting prior to any new work being done. Andy Guthrie is contracted to undertake some drainage 
work, the Estate have agreed to pay for this, and the Council ask if he can be involved in more work to 
make the Play Area safe and flood free.  
8.6 Firework Donation: It was unanimously agreed to donate £100 to this year’s firework display 
which will be on the Saturday 2nd November 2019. Cheque no. 286 was issued.  
8.7 Play area/flooding: The Clerk had received a concerned email from a parent at Slaley who asked 
when the flooding would be sorted. The Clerk had emailed back and passed the concerns on to the 
Council who have discussed the work which needs to be done. See above.  
8.8 New Bank Account details: The Clerk has an application pack from The Royal bank of Scotland, 
Tim Bowers and Michael Forster will in the first instance be the signatories, Michael Kennedy will be 
added on with the mobile number provided once the account is up and running. The councillors all 
signed the relevant forms to open the new account and switching forms so that the balance can be 
transferred from Virgin Monday and the old account can be closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed 8.40 pm 
 
Date of next Parish Council Meeting, Tuesday 26th November 2019 at 7.30 in the Village Hall. 
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