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Present 

 

Cllr A Sharp 
Cllr M Ridley 
Cllr J Hunter 

Cllr M Forrest 
Cllr G Ridley 
 

 

Cllr J Clark 
Cllr I Stott 
Cllr J Kendrew 

Cllr J Elliott 
 
 

4 members of the public 

1 member of press 
Cllr I Hutchinson - County  

Clerk – Susan Saunders 

 

 
Int
ere
sts 

18.30   

 69/19 Apologies for absence 

 70/19 Co-option of Councillor 

It was proposed to co-opt Mr David Cadwgan and Mrs Katrina Johnson to the council. They 
both signed their declaration of acceptance and could then take part in the meeting. 
PROPOSED Cllr  M Forrest                 SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                    AGREED   

 71/19  South Tynedale Railway 

Chris Bray is a recent trustee to the STRPS with an interest in the social and economic 
aspects of linking the line from Slaggyford to Haltwhistle. and spoke to council about the next 

stage at Haltwhistle. The society are producing a masterplan of what they would like to see 
and are encouraging a rapport with residents to support their plans. Chris is hopeful that if a 
plan is drawn up that begins with work at Haltwhistle, in the form of a hub, it will give 

credence to the line opening up to Slaggyford in time. 
The Council strongly endorse the plans and will be happy to write a letter of support if 
requested. 

 72/19 Public Questions - There were two questions: 

The two questions relate to items on the agenda. It was proposed to defer them until the 
appropriate time on the agenda.  
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                              AGREED   

 73/19 Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each 
agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an 

interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes. 
There was a discussion about the declaration of interests and councillors were reminded that 
it was up to individual councillors to decide if they have an interest to declare. Councillors 

could declare at this point in the agenda in advance of the item or, at the time the item is 
addressed on the agenda. 

 74/19 Minutes of the meeting for approval held on: 
Monday 4th March 2019 
PROPOSED Cllr J Hunter     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                              AGREED   

 75/19 Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current 
agenda 
Cllr’s A Sharp and G Ridley had attended meetings with the school. Cllr Ridley produced a 

brief report which will be included in the next agenda for approval. 
The Council were please with the work undertaken on the West Road though there were 

some issues with access for cars and buses.   
 76/19 County Councillor Report 

The Council, along with Cllr Hutchinson, were copied into a letter AGMA sent to NCC with 
complaints about the West End Road work. Cllr Hutchinson was very apologetic about their 

issues and will ensure they get a response from NCC. However, they did say they were 
pleased with the improvement. 
It was reported that the surface and panels on the Blue Bridge at Kilfrost were very slippy,  

causing a trip hazard and so dangerous. Cllr Hutchinson will look into this and the clerk was 
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instructed to contact NCC too. 
PROPOSED Cllr D Cadwgan     SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                                            AGREED  
Cllr Hutchinson has spoken with Duncan Lovatt who informed him that the railing and path at 
the bottom of Eden’s Lawn footpath is on their list to repair.  

 77/19 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities 

77/19.01 Parking on Pavements  
It was reported from The Chamber of Trade that the Boots delivery van was pulling up onto 
the pavement when delivering and then driving along the pavement to come off the end at 

Barclays. It was agreed to write to Boots to ask if they could speak to their driver and to 
point out it is a criminal offence for a vehicle to park or drive on a public pavement. 
PROPOSED Cllr I Stott     SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                              AGREED   
It was also reported that a van was parking on the corner of Lanty’s Lonnen on the 
pavement, but not in the marked bays. Again, it was agreed to write a similar letter to The 

Fryery as it was thought the owner worked there. 
PROPOSED Cllr K Johnson     SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                                              AGREED   

 78/19 Public Seating and Bus Shelters –  
Some of the seats are needing re-painted and re-varnished which is an on going job for the 

cemetery staff. The bus shelters will get their annual clean in the next few months. 
 79/19 Grounds Meeting 

The Clerk reported that the Council have been awarded a grant of £2500 through NCC from 
the government to support the town in cleaning up and litter picking. The money has to be 

reported, so any jobs undertaken on behalf of the council will be recorded separately. 
The money has to be spent by April 30th so it was proposed to give the clerk delegated 
authority to authorise purchases. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Kendrew     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                              AGREED 
Allowable purchases include: black bags, gloves, litter pickers, new bins, repairs, general tidying, sign 

washing. 

79/19.01 Grounds Meeting Monday 25th March 2019 Report and proposals   

•  Northumbria in Bloom  

Both the land at Eden’s Lawn and the Town Twining garden have volunteers working on them. 
They will be classed as ‘projects in hand’ for the competition. NCC are still undertaking jobs until 
the asset is transferred. Eden’s Lawn would benefit from a couple of seats to be placed on the 

concrete areas previously used for seating in the past. Also, as people will be encouraged to use 
the area, a picnic table with seating would be appropriate.  
The Council would like to use the cemetery staff for various jobs concerned with NiB. 

There is a litter pick week beginning on Saturday 30th March. Various NiB groups have volunteered 
to litter pick target areas. The Council could concentrate on Ave St Meen and from The Jubilee to 
the Market place. 

The first judging is on 10th April 2019 at 1.30pm. 
Proposal:  

1. To purchase one seat now and a picnic table with seating then consider another seat later 
in the year. The seat recommended is a Glasdons’ plastic one to match other seating in the 
town and to ask PPH about a picnic table. 

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                              AGREED 

2. to instruct the cemetery staff to undertake various jobs and to keep a separate record of 
costs. This can be allocated to the grant 

 PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr I Stott                                           AGREED 
• Bin Assessment 

Proposal: To ask the cemetery staff to undertake an assessment of the bins and repair any broken 
locks. Report to the clerk if any linings need re-ordering. This can be allocated to the grant 

 
New Liners were purchased recently so may all be fine. However, the locks on some of the bins need 
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repairing. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                           AGREED 
 
• Westlands Play Area 

The First Public Questions was read out. 

‘Can the Council tell me why it proposes to pay almost 5 times more, by taking the Westlands Play 
area grass cutting from the County Council and giving it to the Cemetery Staff?’ 
 
‘What sense does it make to turn down the NCC cost of £113.19 and give it to the Cemetery Staff at a 
minimum cost of £480.00?’ 
 
‘The original Westlands grass cutting area was around 950 meters, it is proposed to give 300meters to 
the Cemetery Staff.  Are NCC going to carry on cutting the remaining 650.00 meters?’ 

The clerk explained the following: 

The Council would like to give the Burial Committee the grass cutting and have reduced the 

number of play inspections from one per week to one per month. As part of the grass cutting, 
the staff would be expected to litter pick and perform a visual inspection to ensure no 
equipment is in a dangerous state. 

After receiving various figures for the grassed area, the clerk measured it on google Earth. 
The area in question measures 539m2 which would make the cost at the NCC rate of 38.5p to 
be £207.52. This works out at £10.37 per cut if, 20 cuts were undertaken, and not viable. It 

is more than NCC would charge, but their cost would be for grass cutting only. However, the 
saving in the cost of the reduced play inspections is approximately £640, which more than 

covers the grass cutting expense. 

Proposal: To pay 1.5 hours at the rate of £16 per hour in keeping with the grass cutting at 
the Pig Market. To draft an agreement for The Burial Committee to be approved and signed 
at the next meeting. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott     SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                                           AGREED 
 

• Dog Bag Dispenser. This can be allocated to the grant 

1. Proposal: To purchase two bins; one for Crown Paints area and one in the Industrial 
Estate, as two popular dog walks. To ask the cemetery staff to monitor them and refill 
with bags when necessary. 

The agreed bin costs £79 plus the cost of bags and fixings. The Council chose the colour 

green. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr K Johnson                                          AGREED 

2. Proposal To ask NCC to stencil signs at three bins, (2) One north side of Blue Bridge, 
(26) One north end of Bellister Bridge and (27) one at Woodhead lane cut through 
past Leisure Centre from school. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr I Stott                                                AGREED 

Cllr Hutchinson offered to ask for notices that could be put on general bins to say that dog 
waste can also be placed in them. 

• Sign Cleaning – to propose getting the signs cleaned by Clearview Cleaning. 

Proposal to ask Sean Betton if the signs could be cleaned before first judging, along with 
the annual bus shelter clean and the old telephone box on the main street at Park Road.. 
This can be allocated to the grant. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr K Johnson                                              AGREED 

79/19.02 General Maintenance Authority   
The clerk has authority to authorise work that amo9unts to no more than £500, in 

consultation with the chair and up to the amounts included within the budget heading.  
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The list of general maintenance for the cemetery staff jobs includes: 

• Edging paths and roads (in the west end where they cut the grass) 
• Seat and bus shelter on going maintenance – including weeding and strimming 
• Fences 

• General tidying 
• Hedges 

• Play park repairs 
• Noticeboards. 
This list will be included in the agreement to be drawn up. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                          AGREED         

 80/19 Haltwhistle Village Greens and Common Land 
Cllr Elliott reported that there will be a meeting in late April to approve The Terms of 
Reference. 

He then expressed concern that the football field was flooding and that he believed there was 
an issue with the drains. Cllr Ridley stated that he had spoken with the project manager, 
along with Maxine Wilson, manager at The Leisure Centre, and had been advised that an 

independent report would be required to prove the drains were at fault. The Leisure Centre is 
dealing with this. 

Cllr Elliott then reported that weed killer had been found down the slope on the south west 
corner. He asked for a letter to be sent to the residents bordering the village green along this 
stretch to ask that they are more careful in future. 

The Pennine Trust has some wild flower plugs that they will donate for the top end of the 
green. Cllr Elliott is working with the Community Gardeners and the school to progress this. 

 
 

 81/19 Policing in Haltwhistle 
Cllr Sharp read out a letter from Inspector Bridges about a scheme for placing an automated 

vehicle registration camera in towns across the region. The cost id £5000 which the town 
would have to pay. Council agreed that they did not want to spend this money at this point in 
time and instructed the clerk to reply. 

A letter was also received from Vera Baird in reply to the complaint about the police charge 
on the Council Tax Bill.  Ms Baird wrote that she too is furious and that it is because the 

Home Office are imposing more costs of policing onto council tax payers without asking the 
PCC. If they had not charged the extra, the Northumbria Police would have lost a substantial 
amount from their budget which would have serious consequences for policing locally. 

It was agreed to thank and acknowledge the letter 
 
PROPOSED Cllr J Clark     SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                                         AGREED    

 82/19 West End Industrial Estate 

Proposal – To contact the owners and ask if the area where the trees were chopped down 
could have a hedge planted to tidy it up. 
Cllr Hutchinson reported that John Alderson was already looking into this. It was agreed to 

wait until John reported back. 
 83/19 Eden’s Lawn Asset Transfer  

61/19.01 To approve and sign contract. – The contract has not been received to date. 

61/19.02 To approve a new name for the park and agree to placing a sign in the Market 
Place. It was reported that this park was named Coronation Park, originally. 
It was proposed to revert back to this name and to look into purchasing a sign to place in the 

market place. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley     SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                                        AGREED    
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84/19 
 

Planning Applications 

There were no plans to discuss. 
 
 

  84/19.01 Any Other Planning Matters  

18/03821 – Herding Hill Farm – variation of condition 3 to revise approved layout of site – 
APPROVED 
18/01850 – Land North of Mags – Proposed two semi-detached properties – REFUSED 

Cllr Elliott was not on The Partnership at the time they discussed the above plans and so was 
not aware of any comment. Council agreed that, in not declaring an interest at the time the 

plans were discussed at the council meeting, was perfectly acceptable. 
 

 
 

85/19 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AS 
GR 

Reports on Financial Matters  

 
The accounts were agreed for payment. 

PROPOSED Cllr J Kendrew           SECONDED Cllr I Stott                             AGREED 

85/19.05 Bank Reconciliation/ Income & Expenditure as at 25th March 2019      Noted                                                                     
85/19.06 Grant Applications    

1. Haltwhistle Carnival 
It was proposed to donate £500. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp      SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                                          AGREED    

2. Young & Sweet 
Cllrs A Sharp and G Ridley declared an interest and left the room. 

An amount had already been allocated at the budget meeting. It was agreed to grant that 
amount of £4000. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                                          AGREED   
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 86/19 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
AS 
MR 

JK 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

AS 
MR 
JK 

Report from the Joint Burial Committee to receive a report 

Minutes from 30th January, 2019 
86/19.01 Updates on the Host Council. – There is a cabinet meeting on 9th April 2019 where 
this item will be discussed and NCC will make a final decision. 

86/19.02 To agree budget levy for 2019-2020 – the council has not received a request for 
funding from the Burial Committee as the clerk is taking the decision back to a committee 

meeting sometime in May. The Burial Clerk suggested that Haltwhistle should pay the same 
amount as last year for the first payment and then the second payment would be the 
balance. 

Council agreed to defer approval of the payment until the Host Council issue is resolved. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                                         AGREED   
Declaration of Interests – Cllr’ A Sharp, M Ridley and J Kendrew  

86/19.03 To discuss email received from a resident about the grounds. 
Cllr Elliott had received a letter from a resident to complain that she had not been aware that 

some of the grounds in the cemetery have not been consecrated. She first wrote in 2015 but 
only received a reply last year. The Burial Committee members reported that the planning 
permission for the land at the back of the cemetery is soon to be granted and that the Bishop 

will be attending to consecrate the land. They will speak to the committee and advise a letter 
of apology is sent to the resident. 

This item will be on the next agenda for updates. 
 
 

86/19.04 Cllr M Ridley to report on email received by him from The Burial Committee clerk. 
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public 

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following 

item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area. 
 
Resolution 

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest 
that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.” 
 

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the 
Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the 
meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 

information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph 
specified against the item. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest     SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                                          AGREED   
Declaration of Interests – Cllr’ A Sharp, M Ridley and J Kendrew left the room.  
 
There is a confidential Minute for this item  

 87/19 Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure  

The Leisure Centre is performing very well with savings made on utilities since the purchases 
last year. 
The loan has now been changed to the new company and contract will be sent over for 

signing. 
 88/19 Correspondence received since last Council meeting - Noted 

 89/19 Comb Hill Drainage  
89/19.01 Summary and Report on Previous Drainage Issues  

The Council approved the report and it can be read on the website. 

 
PROPOSED Cllr J Clark     SECONDED Cllr I Stott                                         AGREED   
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The second public question was addressed:  

Comb Hill Drainage 

‘Can you point me to the Council minutes when they were made aware that the drainage scheme was 
impossible and the decision the Council took in the light of this?’ 
There does not appear to be a record in the minutes. 

 
‘If the old Council new the scheme had not been put in!  Why did they right to a resident and tell them 
'The play areas drainage scheme was carried out to a Consultant specification in 2009 and 
additional remedial works were carried out in 2011'.  Were you misleading the resident then or 
are you misleading people (including the new Cllrs) now?’ 
‘The original drainage scheme is referenced in the 'phase two' scheme.  Why is that if you new it was 
never installed?’ 
There was a different clerk at this time to when the play park was built, who may have made the same 
assumptions about the drainage from the files, as was done last year and be under the impression that 

full drainage had been undertaken. 
 
‘Why did you pay a drainage firm to look for the drains you claim to know, were never put in? and how 
much was that?’ 
At the time, the council were suspicious that the drainage had not been placed correctly and according 

to plans found. They were trying to ascertain if this was so. There was no cost. 
 
‘Why did you pay the cemetery staff to look for the same drains that you claim to know, were never put 
in? and how much was that?’ 
The cemetery staff did an initial recce and, it was after this that a more detailed investigation was 
undertaken. The cemetery costs wold be for a couple of hours work. 

 
‘Did you ask another Contractor to look also for these drains that you claim to know were never put in?  
Would you agree it all seems a little odd and a waste of public money looking for something you claim to 
know does not exist and never has?’ 
Previously answered above. 
 

‘Can you tell me why you have not used the Civil Engineer Consultant Plans, properly surveyed etc for 
the Scheme?  Can you tell me how much the Council paid for these plans which you have now rejected? 
and the reason for rejecting them.’ 
The plans, in the opinion of the drainage firm who did the investigative work, were not adequate enough 
for the land. The original cost for the plans was approx. £2000 but the accounts are no longer around as 
it is over 7 years ago. 

 
‘Why have you paid with our money to have new plans drawn up, when you already have excellent 
professional plans to hand?  How much have you paid for these new seemingly unnecessary plans?’ 
The old plans formed the basis for the new plans and so the costs were much less at £585. 
 

‘Finally the tender documents to not include a cost for the restoration of the whole site when 
completed.  What is the estimated cost of this reinstatement?  Is the Play area to be closed to the Public 
during the works? and if so for how long?  Presumably it will be closed so will you still be paying for the 
play inspection?’  
The costs are part of the tender prices and so are confidential at this point. The play area will have to 
have areas closed off but the top end, where the under six area is will still be in use and therefore 
inspected. The inspection is on an hourly rate so, would assume, if the inspection takes less time, then 

the charge will reduce.  
 

The Council instructed the clerk to respond to the resident and direct him to the website for 

the answers to both public questions. 
 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp             SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                            AGREED 
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89/19.02 To receive a report on the tenders and appoint the contractor. 
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public 

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following 

item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area. 
 
Resolution 

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest 
that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.” 
 
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the 

Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the 
meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph 

specified against the item. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest             SECONDED Cllr J Kendrew                            AGREED 

There is a confidential Minute for this item 

 
 

 90/19 Dates and times of next meetings  
Annual Town Meeting Tuesday 7th May 2019 at 7.00pm.  

Town Council Meeting – Monday 13th May 2019 Monthly Council meeting from 6.30pm 
in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library. 

Other events: 
MCR Properties consultation, Tuesday 2nd April 2019 – Room 2 the library. Public welcome. 
Monday 8th April – Informal meeting with Karbon, 4pm. 

Wednesday 10th April – Northumbria in Bloom Judging – 1.30pm. 
Monday 29th April – Grounds Meeting, 9.30am 

 


