LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		2nd October 2019
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Diane Lakey (DL), Dave Weldon (DW), John Munro (JM)
In attendance:		Inspector John Swann, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm
1) Apologies for Absence – County Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT) - away from the village, Gillian Apthorpe (GA) – attending non-council meeting.
2) The following Urgent Business to be discussed at 20 below was agreed:
i. Parish Webpage user statistics – quarterly report 1 July – 30 Sep 2019
ii. Dogs/owners jumping over wall in dog walking field onto Rothbury Road
iii. Memorial Hall car park surface
3) Declaration of Interests - None
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- GF welcomed Inspector John Swann to the meeting. Insp Swann informed the meeting that he had spent 18yrs in the Police, mostly in the North and South East of Northumberland; much of the time in rural areas. He was very familiar with the demands of a rural community. There was to be an imminent change in the policing model in the area. The teams from Berwick, Alnwick and Morpeth would be working much more closely. From 4th November, Police Community Service Officers were to start in the area and will be seen patrolling the village streets. It is expected community police officers would also be more visible.  He asked that the PC encourage communication between residents and PCs & PCSOs. He provided the following report on recent crime in the village:   
i. 10th September 2019-   PUBLIC ORDER OFFENCE - Argument between two residents over parking, victim does not wish 		the police to pursue a prosecution
ii. 12th September 2019- DAMAGE OFFENCE -Suspect damages a gate post using a vehicle and enters a field causing 			damage to the field   (possible poaching). Suspect not known at this time.
iii. 9th September 2019- PUBLIC ORDER OFFENCE- Suspect makes threats to damage in a public place, suspect arrested and 	charged 	to court
iv. 21st September 2019- DOMESTIC ASSAULT -NO FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE RELEASED
v. 23RD September 2019- DOMESTIC ASSAULT -NO FURTHER DETIALS WILL BE RELEASED
Whilst this was an increase in activity there was nothing to suggest that this spike would be sustained. Members said that it was very positive to have a police presence at PC meetings. GF informed Insp. Swann that there were concerns at the speed at which some of the emergency vehicles were travelling through the village, often at busy times. Whilst it was recognised that first response vehicles had to get to emergencies as quickly as possible, was it necessary for support vehicles to travel at such high speeds? Evidence from the VAS signs suggest that some of these vehicles were travelling at speeds between 70/85 mph. Insp. Swann informed members that when there were police on scene, speed of further vehicles, except those needed for an express urgent purpose, should be controlled. He agreed to speak to the Traffic Department on this matter.
6) County Councillors Report – None
7) Minutes Of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes 
i. GDPR Audit and Next Steps. AD had not been able to produce her report due to the pressures of the Neighbourhood Plan but this would be available for the next meeting.								      Action: AD
ii. Traffic calming measures. Clerk had written to TT to request funding for traffic calming measures on Rothbury Road. No response to date. Also written to Paul Jones (cc’d Glen Sanderson) asking for an update on progress on actions regarding traffic calming measures for the village. Paul Jones had provided the update which indicated the recent speed survey on the Rothbury Road had not provided any significant results. However, it was recognised that the speed monitoring strips had not been placed to the best advantage. The survey was to be repeated with the strips being placed at the western end of Rothbury Road near the bus stops so that they are able to pick-up movements in/around the bus drop off point and also vehicle and pedestrian movements on the junction with Front St/A697Results will be available at the end of Oct. The design team were already undertaking feasibility designs for a speed calming feature (chicane) on the Rothbury Road, an informal crossing point close to the junction of the A697/Front Street and possible informal crossing points on Front Street. A meeting would be called with representatives of the PC early in November.
iii. Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane & request for repairs to surface of lay-by. Repairs to surface still outstanding.
iv. Water seeping through tarmac on the Rothbury Road at the corner of White Cottages. An order was raised on the 3/7/19 on planned works to repair the broken drain. Current programme of works is booked solid and the PC will receive a further update in the first week in November. 
v. Welcome Pack. Revised booklets have now been received. Neither St Mary’s nor FramNews were in a position to distribute copies. GF placed a note in the Fram News to inform people that the booklet was available from the Paper Shop.
vi. Local Transport Plan Priorities for 2019-20.   Clerk had tried for some time to get clarification as to whether the calming measures on Rothbury Road was definitely to be included in the 2019/20 LTP but to no avail. A further three priorities agreed by the PC on 4th September 2019 were submitted:
	i)	Priority signage and clearing of branches Alnwick Ford Bridge;
	ii)	Pedestrian Crossings on A697 adjacent Old School Court and between Fenwick Park & C106;
	iii)	Speed limit signs on A697 North & South of village to reduce from 60 mph to 40 mph to 30 mph;
	with the proviso that if the Rothbury Road Calming Measures have to be re- presented then then only  i) & ii) were to be accepted, 	otherwise all three new priorities were to be accepted as the Longframlington PC priorities for 2020/21.
vii. Restart a Heart Training pack. The training pack has been bought and delivered and stored in the office in the Memorial Hall. Sarah Hoyle had planned to deliver a whole day training event on Wednesday 16th October. This would be a drop-in event.JM informed the Committee that the hall was fully booked on that day. Clerk to inform Sarah.					   Action: Clerk
viii. The future of Rothbury Community Hospital. The information meeting for Parish Councillors took place on 26th September at the Rothbury Community Hospital.
ix. Re-cycling & Waste information. 200 recycling wheels received (reduced amount as they cost 50p to produce) and 600 bin stickers. Agreed ‘wheels’ to be placed in shops and surgery and stickers to be distributed in FramNews			Action: GF/JM
x. 'Do not knock' door stickers. ABLE were unable to supply 600 stickers but had sent 250 with additional information. JM agreed to distribute the stickers to elderly people in the village, ‘Scam’ cards to be placed in shops and Memorial Hall, ABLE Gazette to be placed in Surgery.											Action: GF/JM
xi. Hospice Care North Northumberland Pennies in a Jar Stickers. Received a small number of these stickers. To be placed in Paper Shop.  												        Action: GF
xii. Northumberland Age Concern informational literature. Received a small number of Friendship Line information leaflets and other informational literature. Agreed to place these in the Surgery						        Action: GF
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF may have meeting with MR Baxter from Tustain Motors regarding the future of the land at West Road Garage. The PC agreed that they maintain their position on developments at the site particularly in relation to heights of property and entrances to the development.
10) Finance
i. Receipts in the month were approved:
	05/09/2019
	Barclays Business A/C
	Ac No. 30586455 Interest
	3.04

	12/09/2019
	NCC ref 4139495
	Precept (2nd half)
	12000.00

	12/09/2019
	LPC recharge to Cemetery
	JBC Precept (2nd  half)
	-1262.00

	
	
	Total
	10741.04







ii. Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments were approved.

	04/09/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting & Maintenance (July) 
	256.00

	04/09/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-126.00

	04/09/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting 
	196.00

	04/09/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-42.00

	07/09/2019
	Age Concern
	Donation
	50.00

	07/09/2019
	Hospice Care N.N/land
	Donation
	100.00

	19/09/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	9.40

	02/10/2019
	Graham Fremlin 
	Laerdal CPR Training Kit
	476.40

	02/10/2019
	Sonia Beal
	Plants for Village Tubs (Dobbie’s)
	30.00

	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Make good ground/matting basket swing
	109.00

	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Reinforce mound
	106.00

	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting & Maintenance
	167.00

	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-51.00

	02/10/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	83.40

	02/10/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	336.87

	02/10/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Sep)
	-30.48

	
	
	Total
	1670.59



iii. Requests for donations.
i) Northumberland CAN - was not approved.
iv. Bank Reconciliation to 2nd October 2019 - was approved.

	Balance per bank statements at 25/09/2019
	£

	Community account
	78667.20

	Business Saver
	6096.36

	
	84763.56

	Less unpresented cheques
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	02/10/2019
	Graham Fremlin 
	476.40
	

	
	02/10/2019
	Sonia Beal
	30.00
	

	
	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie
	109.00
	

	
	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	106.00
	

	
	02/10/2019
	Gavin Christie
	167.00
	

	
	02/10/2019
	HMRC
	83.40
	

	
	02/10/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	336.87
	

	
	-1308.67

	Uncredited Deposits 
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	83454.89

	PC
	
	
	
	64275.96

	Cemetery
	
	
	
	19178.93

	
	
	
	
	83454.89



v. Income & Expenditure recording for Joint Burial Committee. No further information from NALC or the auditors had been received. In the meantime the JBC accounts were being managed in the normal way. David Francis and Stephen Rickett were to attend the national NALC conference at the end of this month and intended to buttonhole key individuals on a face-to-face basis.
11) Village Activities –  Saturday 19th October:	Quiz and Pie and Pea Supper – St Mary’s
					Neighbourhood Plan Coffee morning
					History Society Open Door.
12) Allotments
i. Management including:
i) Revisions to Rules and Guidelines.	DL presented the new Rules and Guidelines. These had been scrutinised by GA and GF prior to the meeting. These were far more comprehensive (and included details of water payments) than the current rules. The new rules and guidelines were unanimously approved (proposed JM, seconded GN) and all thanked DL for excellent work. The next step was to send out copies of the rules and guidelines to allotment holders. JM to provide Clerk with up-to-date details of all allotment holders. The new Rules and Guidelines would become effective from 1st January 2020.	              Action: JM/Clerk
ii. Maintenance  including:
i) Trimming of bushes at the top corner of the allotment. JM to complete and to ask Michael Laidler to trim inside of allotments along Rothbury Rd. Also ask contractor to trim bushes on the inside of dog walking field and arrange access	       Action: JM
ii) Removal of metal waste from plots 1 & 2. JM has spoken to plot holders who had asked him to arrange removal of nails and small metal items. These plot holders are to meet to discuss a solution.
13) King George V Playing Field
i. Erosion on the mound & exposed concrete around main slide. Whilst work has been carried out there are some exposed timbers which are a tripping hazard. DW/JM to meet with Gavin Christie to ask him  to rectify			                Action: JM/DW
ii. Painting of rocking horse. Completed. Thanks to DW.
iii. Perimeter boards to mini-slide. Whilst two boards have been strengthened other remain to be completed. DW/JM to meet with Gavin Christie to ask him to resolve.								                Action: JM/DW
iv. Painting of football posts – Football posts Completed. Thanks to JM. Paint for gates yet to be resolved.    		       Action: JM
v. Repairs to the Tank Turn. GA has spoken to LC screeding but no response to date. JM to follow up.			       Action: JM
vi. Repairs to entrance sign. DW Completed. Thanks to DW.
14) Planning 
i. To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	19/02085/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm
	Resubmission
Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.



	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



19/02085/OUT- Land South Of Lightpipe Farm. NCC appeared to be taking a greater interest in this re-application. Highways comments stated that the developers needed to do more to improve the highway proposals with particular reference to safety issues at the north end of the village. Also, drainage needed to more effective and heritage & ecological aspects needed to be improved. Members agreed to request a revised ecological study as there was real evidence of the impact of the development on local flora and fauna and in particularly, red squirrels which had been seen in area and cited in the NE Red Squirrel Society report.              Action: GF
ii. Ref 19/00991 – Land South of Deneburn – dropped kerbs on Rothbury Road.  Planning Enforcement had written to say that the tarmac at the dropped kerbs was temporary, that tactile paving would be installed and the kerb dropped to make it DDA compliant.
15) [bookmark: _GoBack]Action Plan – October 2019
i. General Service review and assessment – The asset register was up to date with transfers and purchases.
ii. Review community engagement – The committee were content with the current level of engagement.
iii. Check on provision and conditions of grit bins; bus shelters; waste bins and bus shelters all in good condition. Cllrs were asked to check condition of grit bins in their areas.								      Action: ALL
iv. Grit Bins – There are now only two PC grit bins all others are now possession of NCC, 0ne at top of Cairn View, the other at Harecross Park. Clerk to ask Gavin to ensure these bins are topped up for winter. 					   Action: Clerk Henzells had quoted for gritting of housing estates and side streets at £50 per hour. It would take 3 – 4 hrs to grit these areas. This quotation was approved on the condition that gritting would be done only on request. Contractors were to use their discretion when treating areas with parked cars. It was agreed all roads whether or not adopted would be treated.		             Action: GF/Clerk. The Chair and Vice-Chair were nominated as the named people to make decision and inform the contractor when roads were to be gritted. 												 Action: GF/JM
Main Issues 
16) Neighbourhood Plan (NP). AD reported that a lot of time had been spent on the NP this month. The Vision and Objectives document had been prepared and circulated on-line and in the FramNews. This month there would be further consultation and meetings with the planning consultant. It was noted that there was a need to clarify the difference between green spaces and community assets. Recent NALC emails had contained items about how councils can register land and this would be worth looking at and considering.	       Action: AD
17) Northumberland Local Plan – Consultation on Scoping Documents for the Affordable Housing and Planning Obligations SPDs had been received. Comments to be submitted by 5.00 p.m. on 6th November 2019. Clerk to re-circulate this information to members. Action: Clerk
18) 2019/20 - Extra Grass Cuts. NCC had offered the three extra grass cuts at the same price as last year + 7%. Chair’s action was taken to accept this quotation given that the previous year’s attempt to source an alternative and cheaper provider was unsuccessful. PC ratified this decision.
19) VAS sign North End of Village – data recording facility. It had been found that no vehicle statistical recording mechanism was included in the VAS sign. It was possible to have this installed retrospectively and a quote had been received. The cost for site attendance to enable MVD data logging is £380.77 net. All agreed to have the equipment installed and activated. 				   Action: Clerk 
20) Any Urgent Business
i. Parish Webpage user statistics – quarterly report 1 July – 30 Sep 2019. 233 users, 231 new users, 478 sessions.
ii. Dogs/owners jumping over wall in dog walking field onto Rothbury Road. A number of people had reported this dangerous practice to the Clerk, where owners were putting their dogs over the wall onto the road before climbing over themselves. There is a gap in the hedge where the dog-bin is situated. There have also been a number of incidences of dogs jumping the wall onto the road. It was agreed to place a notice at the site to deter this practice.							        Action: GF
iii. Memorial Hall car park surface. The surface at the car park entrance was deteriorating badly. Members agreed that they would support the Parish Council providing funding towards repairs to the surface. JM was asked to obtain a quote for the work. Action: JM
21) Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 6th November 2019. Joint Burial Committee -6.30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting - 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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