
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 28th October 2019 at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair). Councillor Angus Murray (Vice), Councillors: Kevan Curry, Tom 
Armstrong, Caroline Cumming, Joyce Robertson, Robert Donkin, Mark Napier 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press) 
 
The Chair also welcomed Katrina Avery as an observer. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Councillors Anthony Murray. PC 8872 Richie 
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION       
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

To receive from members, in respect of any items included on the agenda for this meeting disclosure of any 
personal or prejudicial interests. Cllrs Napier & Murray Item 16 & Cllr Donkin, Item 11. 

 
4.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

Northumbria Police (via email):- 
 

 Not a bad month for recorded crime. All I can find are a couple of thefts from the COOP and 2 minor public 
order incidents. These involved poachers and duster sellers respectively. Just to remind occupants re the 
duster sellers to always ask to see a peddlers licence and to call in should there be any problems with 
them. 

 As always should there be issues with ASB in the village let me know and I’ll request the Community 
support officers carry out patrols. 

 
Note was made that 2 of the ”abandoned vehicles” had been removed. It was also noted that the biggest 
complaint at the coffee morning was again, lack of police presence. Despite previous promises for PCS 
officers to attend the coffee morning, this still had not happened. Email to be sent about lack of attendance at 
both PC meetings and also the coffee morning. Email also to be sent to NCC regarding parking enforcement 
officers, not just targeting High Street but tackling bad parking next to junctions, on double yellow lines etc. 
Cllr Robertson noted that cars were parking on junctions – blocking visibility. 
The letter from the Police & Crime Commissioner was read out to the meeting, MM then reported to the 
meeting on a telephone call he had received from Insp. Swan as a direct result of the PCC intervention. 2 
police officers will now start and end their shifts in Wooler – the meeting agreed this was an improvement. 
Changes to shift patterns and working practices will begin after November and the neighbourhood officer 
should follow up all rural crime, regardless of the category of the crime. Insp Swan has offered to re-visit the 
PC in 6 months to see if a change has been noted. Letter of thanks to be sent to PCC. 

 
    

5. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 23/9/19.  The 
Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23/9/19 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Armstrong seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
 Cllr Cumming noted that she was still receiving complaints about the steps from Church St.   
 As this is owned by an unknown landowner the PC cannot act. 
 Cllr Donkin made note that the water testing was still outstanding. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

7. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets – As yet no works have been completed, Email of works had been sent again to 
NCC, acknowledgment had been received but no start date. 

 NCC Works – School works still not fully complete although emails being sent regarding markings for 
school carpark – The Chair thanked the attending press for raising this point in the paper which had 
helped to get this matter resolved. 

      - High Street parking signage have now been changed. 
      - The Peth double yellow lines – a request for amended drawings has been sent so that 

the PC can sign off on them at the next meeting. 
         - Cllr Cumming again raised issue about congestion at the top of the High Street. 

     - Cllr Mather reported that despite being assured a meeting would be called when the 
camera  was being installed, he had only been given 10 minutes notice, However, assurances had 
been given by Neil Snowdon – NCC, that it would be re-installed if footage was not what had been 
expected. 

 Christmas Lights – Coffee morning 26th October Chair thanked all Cllrs involved in the Coffee morning 
in particular Cllr Robertson for the raffle and also thanks extended to all retailers who had fully 
supported the raffle. £333.90 was raised on the day with just the room hire to come of this amount. 
Cllr Mather confirmed that he spoke to most attendees on the day, most complaints were about the 
COOP, lack of police, roads, paths and salt bins. The meeting also thanked the COOP for their 
support of the coffee morning. 

 Presentation of the cheque from the COOP will be on November 23rd time suggested was 1pm. Email 
confirmation will be sent when agreed. 

 Parish Carol Service is to be Tuesday 10th December at St Marys Church. Meeting agreed that an 
informal meeting should be held next week to discuss the format of the service. Cllr Napier will not be 
able to attend but noted that charity does not need to speak. Cllr Mather asked the meeting to give 
thought to which charity/charities the PC wanted to support. Discussion followed and all ideas to be 
taken to meeting next week. 

 Bin Update and locations – A complaint has been received regarding the bin on Ryecroft Way, the 
meeting unanimously agreed to purchase a new smaller bin for this area, to re-locate the trial bin to 
the cattle grid at the ponds area, and the spare bin to the area near the Riverside. 

 The meeting discussed a letter that had been received regarding VE day celebrations next year. The 
Chair requested that this item be given thought and carried forward to the next meeting. It was noted 
that the Remembrance Day Service would be at 2pm, with the PC as usual laying a wreath. 

 Haugh Head Scoping – The Chair read out an email that had been received notifying of public 
consultation that is to take place on Thursday 14th November 3-7pm at the Tankerville Arms. He 
urged everyone to attend and review the plans as it was very important that any errors were 
corrected. 

 NEED Ltd – Dial a ride. An email had been received requesting that this service was posted on the 
PC website. The meeting agreed. 

 Letter received from Roger Clark Rally, informing the PC that a classic rally will be taking place on the 
25th November. Details to be put on PC website 

 The caretaker has been instructed to clear steps at the war memorial and will be clearing ivy on 
Church Street. 

 
 

8. RIVERIDE BANK        UPDATE & DECISION   
 
Tree marking is to take place Wednesday morning. Cllr Donkin confirmed the costs for bulbs to be planted in 
the rough ground around the riverbank. The meeting unanimously agreed to purchase 5,000 daffodil bulbs at 
a cost of £340 and 3,000 crocus bulbs (at a cost of £50 per 1,000) to be planted in the grass between the road 
and the river. The Chair made note that the budget for planting was available and AM confirmed that 
Fergusons had agreed to contribute £100 towards the bulb planting. 

 
9. TORY SITE – Trees        UPDATE & DECISION 

 
The meeting was informed of a quotation received for a tree survey at his site and also the tree removal of the 
fallen tree currently in the garden of the Mill House. The Clerk reported to the meeting on the discussions with 
the loss adjustor and that he was in agreement the tree could now be removed. A decision is still awaited from 
the insurance company. Discussion followed regarding the trees and also the neighbouring trees on the land 
now owned by Fergusons (Ad Gefrin) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

10. SEAT LOCATION BURNHOUSE ROAD     DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
A complaint had been received regarding both the seat location on Burnhouse Road and the litter bin. The bin 
is filled with domestic rubbish, probably tourists leaving campsite – NCC to be asked to empty more often. 
The seat is located too close to the road and the Chair suggested that a site could be found within 100 m of 
the existing site but where neither would be on the road. AM proposed – all in favour. Cllrs Mather, Murray 
and Napier to move seat and bin. 
 

11. FIRST SCHOOL SITE        UPDATE & DECISION 
 

The Chair informed the meeting of a letter received complaining that NCC would not sell the site and that 
there was a question over the future of the site. NCC had suggested that it might be “ear-marked” as a 
housing area and that discussions were ongoing with various “groups”. The Chair made note that the PC 
would not be happy that this was being planned without input from the PC and the meeting agreed that 
housing in this area was not required. The original proposal of a crematorium, combining an extension to the 
existing graveyard was felt would better serve Wooler and the surrounding area. Cllr Murray raised the issue 
over the lack of infrastructure if new houses were built. The Chair suggested that a meeting should be 
arranged with the NCC regarding this site and to this end a letter is to be sent to Mike Robbins at NCC for a 
meeting asap. 
 

12. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS        REPORT & DECISION 
 

The pantomime group have asked to work with the PC in installing lights and Cllr Donkin confirmed the lights 
that are to be purchased and also that the purchase order had been given to the NCC for the installation of 
the new socket. Lights are to be put up on the 16th Nov – help has been offered and accepted. The meeting 
agreed that the Market Place was to have additional white lights and all other areas coloured. 

 
13. NORTHUMBERLAND LOCAL PLAN      DISCUSSION  & DECISION 

 
A letter was read to the meeting regarding the above. The Chair requested that the planning group look into 
this plan and make notes/comments as required. Cllr Curry agreed to begin this process. 

 
14. PARISH COUNCIL MEETIN LOCATION     REPORT & DECISION 

 
The meeting was informed of proposal to move meeting venue to the Middle School with effect from the next 
meeting. This was financially a better venue and also would be supporting the local school. AM proposed and 
TA seconded, the meeting unanimously agreed. A letter is to be sent to GTT thanking them for their help to 
date and informing them of the PC decision. 
 

15. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT       REPORT & DECISION 
 
N/A 
 

16. COMMUNITY SITE PROJECT (School Farm Field)    UPDATE & DECISION 
 
Cllr Mather reported to the PC of the meeting he attended with the Allotment Group. The Community Orchard 
(Aspire) are not now going to combine and the Chair proposed that the PC should work with the Community 
Orchard to ensure the project was developed. The meeting agreed that this should be investigated further.  
The revised Allotment Group plans were shown to the meeting and all agreed that they should be given the 
original area initially, with the option to have extra land if a need was proven. 
 
The meeting was informed of the costs of preparation of the leases – discussion followed. The Clerk is to 
check regarding the exact wording of the lease. 
 

17. NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN       UPDATE & DECISION 
 

The meeting was informed that WNP was to attend Clerk on Wednesday to upload all documents to PC 
website.  
 

18. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

Scotts Park trees – the meeting was informed that Cllr Donkin attended a meeting and Cllr Mather was in 
telephone conf regarding the above. The NCC tree officer does not see a need to fell the trees and suggested 
that they could be “tidied up”.  
Brysons Park – A suggestion was made at the above meeting that just the playpark should be taken on by the 
PC and information was to be forwarded which was not received. However, The Chair read an email received 



 

 

from NCC Estates and discussion followed regarding the same. The meeting unanimously agreed that the PC 
would not adopt the trees in Scotts Park and that only the playpark at Brysons Park should be taken. A letter 
is to be sent to NCC Estates with this proposal. 
 

19. PLANNING MATTERS        DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Proposed rear extension, 30 Weetwood Avenue, Wooler Ref: 19/03841/FUL 

 Removal roughcast render – 1 Ryecroft Way, Wooler – 19/03642/FUL 

 Listed building consent, 1 Ryecroft Way, Wooler – 19/03643/LBC 
     

20. PLANNING DECISIONS       UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Listed Building Consent for internal alterations to lodge buildings 1 & 2 Ewart West Lodge, 
Northumberland NE71 6TQ - GRANTED 

 
   

21. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

None 
 

22. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Napier confirmed that Scouts were to paint skatepark this week. 

 Cllr Napier also reported that he had been approached for the PC to support the £5 challenge – a 
retail initiative whereby customers are asked to spend an additional £5 with local retailers. 

 The road sweeper is to be asked to clear the leaves from paths – particularly on Church Street 
 

22a. WINTER MAINTENANCE       REPORT & DECISION 
 

Meeting informed that NCC had agreed to supply equipment as previously. The meeting agreed that 
costs of £14ph on a weekend were acceptable. 

 
 

23. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 25th November 2019 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
 

24. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 
25. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
 

Fergusons Blyth Ltd – Contribution to STREAM £240.00 Transfer 

Viking – Soap/Stationary £54.91 Transfer 

PKF Littlejohn – AGAR for yr to March 2019 £240.00 Transfer 

Glendale Engineering – Rails/Gates etc for School Field £409.08 Transfer 

The Glendale Gateway Trust – Room Hire £19.20 Transfer 

Donkin Engineering Ltd – Gate Posts – School Field £108.58 Transfer 

Donkin Engineering Ltd – Sim Card £12.26 Transfer 

NCC – Wages Oct 19 £792.71 Transfer 

Viking – Toilet Rolls £47.98 Transfer 

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 


