LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		4th September 2019
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA) Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Diane Lakey (DL), John Munro (JM)
In attendance:		Clerk: Cllr Trevor Thorne, PC Paul Sykes, PC Phil Gibson, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm
1) Apologies for Absence – Dave Weldon (DW) on holiday.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 28 below 
a) Brain Tumour Research - Walk of Hope - North East Event
b) Charity Race Night, 27 Sept, Ponteland Social Club
c) Prescription collection in Longframlington 
d) Behaviour of children from the Caravan site
3) Declaration of Interests – None
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- PCs Sykes and Gibson gave Inspector Swann’s apologies as he had been called away on other work. They reported that during the period July/August/September 2019 there had been two reported incidents:
- 16th July- Criminal Damage offence- Domestic related, no further details to be released
- 10th August- Harassment- victim received text messages from a known suspect which were threatening in nature. Case ongoing. No wider community impact.’
JM reported that there had been a number of incidents involving two young boys on holiday from the caravan site, causing damage to the roof of the bus shelter and using threatening behaviour. The Police Officers said that such incidents should be reported immediately to the Police. They provided details of how this should be done. It was agreed to put this information into the next FramNews report. 
TT asked if the new Police Commissioner was actively engaged in communicating with the Police. This was a regular occurrence with information coming to officers through the Chief Superintendent. The Police Commissioners Office was responsible for driving the police agenda forward. TT said that it was excellent to have a police presence at meetings. The Officers reported that community involvement and responses to incidents was somewhat limited at the present time. The numbers of officers serving Rothbury had reduced from 6 to 2 in the last two years, with the local police often having to serve areas outside their patch. However, there was to be a re-structuring of the Force in the New Year and it was expected officers would have more time available for community engagement. A new neighbourhood sergeant had been appointed – Sharon Wilmore-Graves N0.8158. The new structure for the Alnwick area will include one inspector, one sergeant, 4 constables and three community support officers. The Parish Council were asked to report any specific issues directly to PC Sykes via email. It was agreed to forward a copy of the recent Rothbury Road Speed Survey to PC Sykes.	                     Action: Clerk
PCs Sykes and Gibson left the meeting.
6) County Councillors Report – The full County Council had met earlier that day. Serious concerns relating to the current national political climate were discussed, particularly potentially affecting funding of the North of Tyne Authority and the Borderland initiative. A new school was to be built at Ponteland and a 25m community swimming pool in Berwick. A new hospital In Berwick was also proposed. The future of Rothbury Hospital had been a very difficult issue, but with the strength of the community feeling and engagement in the issue along with the criticism from the Scrutiny Panel, the Clinical Commissioning Group had become more responsive and proactive. The announcement of an increase in palliative care, the ‘virtual bed’ scheme and re-instatement of beds at the hospital was seen as very positive, but there were still worries about the speed at which patients would be discharged back into the community. There had been clear arguments for better provision, particularly due to the increase in housing and the numbers of elderly in the area. It was hoped that the new service would be in operation by April 2020. Members were concerned that there would be insufficient resource to support this development. TT assured them that funding would be available.  Cllr Thorne said that he had been instrumental in getting NCC to be more diligent in maintaining the Commonwealth Cemetery in the Village. The cemetery was becoming more difficult to maintain as numerous graves were unattended due to many of the relatives of those buried being themselves deceased. GA suggested that a ‘Wild Cemetery’ similar to the one at Mitford may be the way forward. TT wanted to thank Karbon Homes for the re-housing of the Oliver brothers. He asked the PC to put in a formal request to him for funding from the Members Small Projects Scheme towards traffic calming measures on the Rothbury Road. He would also push for this work to be carried out within the current Local Transport Plan. He reported that the condition of the B6344 between Weldon Bridge and Brinkburn due to subsidence and cutting away by the River Coquet was of serious concern.
TT left the meeting at 7.51 p.m.
7) Minutes Of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) GDPR Audit and Next Steps. AD & Clerk had met to progress this issue. There was a lot of historical on-line data to be addressed. AD will provide a detailed report with proposals at the next meeting.						       Action: AD
b) Speeding - deployment of speed monitoring strips on Rothbury Road. GF presented the latest monitoring report. Whilst most vehicles were travelling between 26-31 mph, many were going between 32-36 mph with a significant number travelling at higher speeds. The highest speed recorded was 56 mph. Agreed that Glenn Sanderson be informed that the survey results had now been published and to ask what action was now to be taken.							   Action: Clerk
c) Seat at the top of Harrogate Lane & request for repairs to surface of lay-by. Seat has been installed. Highways have been asked to make repairs to surface of the lay-by.
d) Water seeping through tarmac on the Rothbury Road at the corner of White Cottages & drain cleaning Rothbury Road & A697. NCC have carried out a full drainage investigation at Rothbury Road. They have cleaned all the drains along Rothbury Rd/ White Cottages adjacent the Green and located a broken drain exactly where the leak is coming from and have raised a works order to carry out the repairs. They have set up an electronic file which we are be able to access to monitor the progress. They have cleaned out all the highways drains from Weldon Bridge to Longframlington.
e) Welcome Pack. This has now been printed. However there was an error in the print process and the pack is currently being reprinted. Clerk to follow up.											   Action: Clerk
f) Japanese Knotweed. Treatment on A697 has been completed.
g) Progression from Swarland School. A response to our letter has been received from Mrs Fletcher and amendments made to the School website. NCC have also clarified the information on progression routes from Swarland on their website.
h) Village Christmas tree. The tree sourced by GF/DW was approved. Phil Henzell has agreed to fell, transport and erect the tree. The PC were informed that it was becoming more difficult to select suitable trees from the local supplier.	     		        Action: GF
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended –6th Annual Town & Parish Council meeting to take place on 3rd October.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the month. None
b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments were approved
	31/07/2019
	Northumbria Print
	Printing x200 Welcome Booklets
	90.00

	06/08/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	65.00

	06/08/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	262.31

	06/08/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (July)
	-39.69

	31/08/2019
	PKF Littlejohn
	AGAR External Audit fee
	240.00

	31/08/2019
	Caloo
	Outdoor Fitness eqpt inspection/maintain
	474.00

	19/07/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	9.11

	16/08/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	8.82

	02/09/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE
	42.20

	02/09/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	173.38

	02/09/2019
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Aug)
	-11.01

	28/06/2019
	ICO Ref Z2680444
	Data Protection Registration
	35.00

	
	
	Total
	1349.12


c) Requests for donations.
i) Restart a Heart Day – CPR Training. It was agreed to purchase the training equipment for this event at a cost on £469.20 (inc. VAT). The equipment to remain the property of the PC, to be stored in the Memorial Hall and to be made available to other councils and organisations for similar training when not being used in Longframlington. 			   Action: Clerk
ii) Northumberland Age UK. A donation of £50 was approved. Also a request to be made  further leaflets and digital information which will then be placed in the FramNews.			   					   Action: Clerk
iii) North Northumberland Hospice Care – A donation of £100 was approved. Also to request further ‘Pennies in a Jar’ stickers to be placed in local shops.										   Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 2nd September 2019 was approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	68152.18

	
	Business Saver
	
	6093.32

	
	
	
	
	74245.50

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	29/07/2019
	WRCS
	144.00
	

	Parish Council
	31/08/2019
	PKF Littlejohn
	240.00
	

	
	31/08/2019
	Caloo
	474.00
	

	
	02/09/2019
	HMRC
	42.20
	

	
	02/09/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	173.38
	

	
	
	
	
	-1073.58

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	08/08/19
	Co-op Funeral Svcs
	100.00
	

	
	31/08/19
	L Hellstern
	100.00
	200.00

	
	
	
	
	73371.92

	Balance per cash book 02/09/2019
	PC
	
	
	55205.51

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	18166.41

	
	
	
	
	73371.92



e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19.  The External Auditor’s Conclusion of Audit stated that ‘On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.’  Members agreed a £1 fee for providing copies (on request) of the certified AGAR and approved the Notice of Conclusion of Audit.
 However in ‘Other Matters’ the Auditors stated:  ‘We note that the figures in Section 2 include 100% of the transactions and balances of the Parishes of Longframlington & Brinkburn Joint Burial Committee. In future years the two councils should follow the guidance in the Practitioners’ Guide (restating the prior year figures as appropriate) and show the appropriate shares of income, expenditure, assets and liabilities (including any year-end balances) within their own accounts.’  This will incur a significant additional administrative burden both to LPC and Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC (and will apply to all JBCs in the County). Clerk has written to Northumberland NALC to ask that they take up this matter on our behalf.  Stephen Rickitt has responded to say that he and David Francis have been in correspondence about this with the national NALC. ‘Sadly it looks as if pragmatism has been defeated as I have just seen a copy of the JPAG draft minutes. These indicate a lengthy discussion but ultimately it seems to have come down on the side of making the sharing of income & expenditure mandatory. The reason is said to be a letter from MHCLG which I am trying to get hold of before preparing a note.’ It was agreed to hold this matter in abeyance until further guidance is available.
11) Village Activities 
a) Leek Show Saturday 7th September 2019
b) McMillan Coffee Mornings -  12th September at Hillcrest, Villa Lane and 27th September at St Mary’s Church rooms
c) Neighbourhood Plan Drop-in Session, Thursday 5th September from 2.00 – 8.00 p.m. in the Church Rooms
12) Allotments
b) Management including:
i) Revisions to Rules and Guidelines.	Agreed to refine the rules during the forthcoming month to be presented at the next meeting. DL to produce first draft, GN to first edit, JM to refine.					           Action: DL/GN/JM 
c) Maintenance  including:
i) Trimming of bushes at top corner of the allotment. JM reported work has started but further trimming is required.     Action: JM
ii) Request to remove metal waste from plots 1 & 2. JM to arrange removal.					       Action: JM
13) King George V Playing Field
d) Erosion on the mound & exposed concrete around main slide. To be completed after children go back to school.
e) Painting of rocking horse. DW was to carry out this work.							    Action: DW
f) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. Work reported to be completed. GF to check if reinforcement has been undertaken.	      Action: GF
g) Swing basket matting. To be completed after children go back to school.
h) Painting of football posts and gates on playing field. JM yet to complete.					      Action: JM
i) Repairs to the Tank Turn. No response for request for quotation from LC Screeding. GA to follow up. 		      Action: GA
j) Repairs to entrance sign. DW was to carry out this work.							    Action: DW
k) Removal of self-seeding sycamores on the perimeter of the Green. Work completed.
l) Outdoor gym maintenance & inspection report. Inspection and maintenance is completed. Detailed report was received.
m) Sports court key-holder. New Keyholder sports court - Richard Thomas Harrison, Moor Farm. New arrangements appear to be working well.
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	18/03231/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields  - 58 houses
	Refused
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses


	18/02843/FUL
	Land West Of Hawthorns  - 24 houses
	Appeal Dismissed
30 July 2019
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses to application. 

	19/01255/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge – Variation to two-storey building
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	19/01286/FUL
	4 The Paddock Longframlington - Proposed new dwelling and workshop
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses.

	19/01944/FUL
	St Laurence Court- Extension of a single story integral garage 
	Granted
	No Comment

	18/02671/FUL
	Westroad Garage – 9 houses
	Appeal
	Appeal comments have been submitted and will be available at the meeting

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm- 40 houses
	Appeal
Dismissed

	Appeal comments have been submitted and will be available at the meeting

	19/02085/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm
	Resubmission
	Longframlington Parish Council objects to this application as it did with the previous application which was refused at planning committee with its appeal dismissed. 
The supporting documents for the application (Planning statement/ecology report/transport report) are several years out of date and bear little resemblance to current situation these must be revisited before any consideration is given to the application.
We are still of the opinion that the C106 and the junction with the A697 cannot accommodate any further volumes of traffic and that the junction cannot be made safe This is confirmed by the stage 1 and 2 Road Safety assessment carried out for the Highways Department of NCC when considering the St. Laurence Court development in May 2018. This assessment concludes that any alteration to the junction would increase the likelihood of head on collisions on both the A697 and the C106. We consider that the proposed alterations put forward at the previous submission would not change this and that a full Road Safety Assessment be carried out prior to this application being determined. Otherwise we feel the County Council will be in breach of its duty to ensure the safety and human rights of residents.
The Northumberland Local Plan is now being examined by the Planning Inspectorate and expected to be a made plan by the spring of 2020. Therefore it should now be considered to hold substantial weight. The Plan is clear that the proposed site is outside the village boundary and not allocated for development.
Under the NPF regulations this application cannot be given the presumption of permission as a sustainable development because Northumberland is already producing 197% of housing need per year and can demonstrate a 15.2 year of housing land supply.
The village currently has 28 existing homes for sale plus new builds on other nearby developments that are not sold despite being offered at discounted rates and another 81 houses either with planning permission or already awaiting determination. We would consider this proof that there is no actual need for this development.
The recently completed nearby sites have increased the volume of surface water which has to pass through the proposed site and has increased the flooding both on site and on the A697. We would suggest that this warrants a further flood and drainage assessment, as again the current reports are out of date.
The sewers which the development would need to connect to have also recently been overwhelmed below the proposed site, with Northumbria Water spending several days affecting repair. We would again stress that the capacity of the current system should be reassessed.
The site is the only wildlife corridor left within the village for access to the open countryside by wildlife transiting from east or west. The already high numbers of new houses have already affected the wildlife seen in our village gardens. As habitat is lost many areas that used to regularly see bats most evening now no longer have them. We must not sacrifice more of our Greenfield sites in the village to housing that is not needed or sustainable.       
The Parish Council’s previous objections (which you have on file), are also maintained and we strongly urge that this application is once again refused.

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting


18/03231/FUL: Land North Of Fairfields - 58 houses – GF had presented the PC views and objections at the NCC Planning Meeting and TT had given an exceptional presentation as to why the application should be turned down. Since the refusal, the developer had spoken to GF to say he does not want to go to Appeal but wanted to ask if the PC would support a new application with a reduced number of houses (from 58 to around 47/48), which included the removal of the apartments proposed in the last application. The PC agreed not to support a new application as it was unanimously agreed that the village had a sufficiency of housing.
19/01255/VARYCO	Land West of Meadow Lodge – Whilst approval had been given, the developer was required to reduce the overall height of the property.
b) To discuss on-going planning concerns and official complaint raised with NCC and meeting with the Director of Planning. GF reported that the meeting with Rob Murfin had been reasonably successful and he had listened to the views of the PC. However he did not appear to be fully cognisant of the official complaint issues. Since the meeting the Planning Department had again requested from the PC, the specific details concerning the pedestrian crossings, which had not as yet been installed.
15) Action Plan – September 2019
FramNews Report – GN agreed to write this and to include information on:
· gritting and community responsibility for grit spreading. GF agreed to contact Henzell’s for a quote, on a request basis, for the gritting of side-streets in the village.								        Action: GF
· Information on how to contact Police during or immediately after incidents
· Northumberland Age concern Friendship Lines
· Post van change of times
· Encouraging residents to request priority signage at Alnwick Fords. 					       Action: GN
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) Neighbourhood Plan. AD reported that the meeting with the planning consultant had been very useful particularly concerning ways to gather local opinion, developing a design code for the village and how to gain additional funding. There had been a good response to the first round consultation with over 70 on-line responses and many responses at the first consultation meeting. A drop-in consultation was to take pace in the Church Rooms on 5th September and an article in the next Fram News will present the vision and objectives along with details of the next round of consultations.
17) Northumberland Local Plan - Notification of Examination Hearings had been received. It was agreed to post these on noticeboards and in local shops.												   Action: Clerk
18) Local Transport Plan Priorities for 2019-20.  Feedback had been received from NCC regarding the 2019-20 Plan. They had included the priority for calming measures on the Rothbury Road but had neither supported the proposal for signage at Alnwick Fords Bridge nor for staggered speed signs on A697 at both end of village.  The Priorities for 2020-21 were requested for submission by 4th October. The Clerk was asked to clarify if the Rothbury Road Calming measures was to be undertaken in this current year’s plan and if not whether this needed to be included in the 2020/21 Plan. It was agreed to ask residents through the PC report in the FramNews to make approaches to NCC regarding the dangers at Alnwick Fords and to request priority signage. Three new  priorities agreed for 2020-21 were:
i) [bookmark: _GoBack]Priority signage and clearing of branches Alnwick Ford Bridge
ii) Pedestrian Crossings on A697 adjacent Old School Court and between Fenwick Park & C106
iii) Speed limit signs on A697 North & South of village to reduce from 60 mph to 40 mph to 30 mph.
	If the Rothbury Road Calming Measures have to be re- presented then then only  i) & ii) will be submitted, otherwise all three new priorities will be submitted.											    Action: Clerk
19) Polling District Review 2019. NCC were conducting a review and invited responses from individuals (particularly disabled) and bodies on suitability of existing polling stations. In the current survey Memorial Hall scored positively in all but one category i.e. no reserved places for disabled drivers (many other stations in similar situation). The PC agreed to make no formal comment on this matter.
20) The future of Rothbury Community Hospital. A letter containing the Proposed Principles of the Rothbury Engagement Group and invitation to attend a separate engagement session to be held towards the end of September in the Jubilee Hall in Rothbury had been received. The proposal included an arrangement of the reinstatement of beds at the hospital.
21) Changes to Mobile Post Office times. The Post office is restoring Mobile Post Office services to Ellington, Lynemouth and Newbiggin which will start on Thursday 19 September 2019. This has impact on Longframlington from the same date. Opening times will be reduced to I hour and will operate from 9.00 until 10.00 (instead of 10.30).
22) Proposal to remove phone box 01665570224 Rothbury Road. BT were planning to remove this phone box in a review of public payphones and NCC are responsible for the consultation process. Comments have to be submitted by 17th September 2019. The PC had no objection.
23) Changes to Environment Agency (EA) Water Resource Licensing. The EA had asked the PC to distribute information on the new licensing arrangements. It was unanimously agreed that this was the responsibility of the EA.
24) Longframlington Parish Council Website - usage report April- June 2019 had been received and will be available at the meeting. There were 155 users of which 133 were new.
25) Re-cycling & Waste information. Following the very successful series of guided visits for parish councillors and clerks (which the clerk attended on behalf of B&H PC) to the West Sleekburn Re-cycling centre, NCC has sent out information leaflets and stickers to all councils for distribution. Further materials can be provided on request. The visit was very enlightening particularly on:
· what and how the centre recycles its waste;
· the vast majority of ‘non-recyclable’ household waste (including dog waste) in Northumberland is incinerated at Teesside to produce electricity with minimal pollution;
· problems related to the public’s lack of awareness of what is considered recyclable in Northumberland.
It was agreed to request 600 bin stickers and recycling information wheels for distribution in the village.		   Action: Clerk
26) 'Do not knock' door stickers. Able Community Care has had printed door stickers free to individuals or older people’s groups. It was agreed to request 600 bin stickers and recycling information wheels for distribution in the village.	                        	   Action: Clerk
27) Reference book: 'Tribute to the Fallen, 1914-1920’.  October sees the culmination of the Northumberland Branch of the Western Front Association’s ambitious six-year project to deliver an accessible research resource relating to First World War fatalities amongst men from the area: ‘Tribute to the Fallen, 1914-1920: Men of Alnwick, Amble, Rothbury & Wooler districts. The Parish Council had been offered a complimentary copy of the book either to keep or pass to a local history group. It was agreed to keep the PC copy in the Memorial Hall for access by residents and to ask for a further copy for the local history group.				              Action: JM/Clerk
28) Any Urgent Business
To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) Brain Tumour Research - Walk of Hope - North East Event. It was agreed to place the information on the Longframlington Facebook page.											              Action: Clerk/AD
b) Charity Race Night, 27 Sept, Ponteland Social Club. It was agreed to place the information on the Longframlington Facebook page.									              		              Action: Clerk/AD
c) Prescription collection in Longframlington – GA asked if the PC could propose a weekly village prescription service from Boots, similar to that offered in Harbottle. This would need the Care Commissioning Group support. GF had already asked that this matter be discussed at the next Patient Participation Group, who were the body to take on this matter.
d) Behaviour of children from the Caravan site. Further to the discussion under Item 5 it was agreed that as the individuals had not been identified there was little the PC could do. However GF would make the site owner aware of the situation.	        Action: GF
29) Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 2nd October at 7.00 p.m.
The meeting closed at 10.13 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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